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TheEpistleof Jude

Warnings Against Apostasy and Backsliding

Purpose

Jude wrote this epistle (or letter) to alert the saints of the
mixture that was creeping into the Church, so that they could
carefully guard their heartsfrom the snares of the adversary,
and go on towards maturity. Although the early Church be-
gan with purity of revival, Jude observed that many wereal-
ready strayingintofalsedoctrineand sin.

Ever sincethe early beginnings, there have always been two
streamsin the Church: aremnant going onto agreater purity
and inheritance, and a stream of believerswho areregressing
into apostasy. Today there are multitudesin the Churchwho
standinthevalley of decision.

They will either chooseto respond to the upward call of God
to press on; or they will allow themselves to drift into
lukewarmness, carel essness, rebellion, and eventually degen-
erate into destruction. Jude’'s message is an urgent warning
to the Church of our times. Hisobjectiveisto make usaware
of the conflictsthat surround usin the Body of Christ today,
and to perceive the dangers that seek to corrupt our own
heart!



Key Theme

The central theme of Judeis* being kept or preserved.” Jude
usesthe Greek word tereo five timesin hisshort letter, and
the word phulasso one time. These words both mean “to
watch, guard, to keep or preserve.” Wewill follow thistheme
throughout the book.

Placement

A book's placement in the Bible can have significance. For
example, the Book of Genesis naturally would be the first
book of the Bible becauseit tell s us about the origin of all
things. On the other hand, the Book of Revelationisat the
end of the Bible becauseit shows usthe consummation of all
things. The Book of Jude was also placed at the very end of
the Bible, tucked right next to the book of Revelation. It was
positioned here by the Holy Spirit to signify itsimportance
for uswho live near the end of the Church age when decep-
tion and backdiding will intensify.

Our Lord Jesus warned us of thisin Matthew 24:3-5, 11,
when He said that before Hisreturn, many would be deceived
by false prophets and false Christs. The Apostle Paul also
confirmed the great deception and falling away that would
take placejust prior to the Second Coming of Christ, in Sec-
ond Thessalonians 2:1-12. Thus, the placement of the Book



of Jude suggeststhat it hasaspecial warning for uswholive
at the end of the Church age, aswe await the soon fulfillment
of the eventsforetold inthe book of Revelation.

Author

Verse1tellsusthat the author of thisletter isJude, the brother
of James. Hisname* Jude” isthesamenameas* Judas,” which
ishow itiswritteninthe Greek language.

Therewere severa men named Judasin the New Testament.
Two of the original 12 apostleswere named Judas. Onewas
Judas Iscariot the traitor, and the other was Judas (or
Thaddaeus, L ebbaeus), the son, not brother, of aman named
James, according to Luke 6:16. The author of this epistle
was neither of these.

TheBibleand Church history both confirm that the man who
wrote thisbook wasthe Jude (or Judas) mentioned in Mat-
thew 13:55 and Mark 6:3. From these scriptures we under-
stand that Jesus Christ had four younger half-brothers, in-
cluding one named Judas. They were half brothersin that
they wereal the children of Mary, but Christ did not havethe
same father, Joseph. God was His Father. Notwithstanding,
they all grew up in the same family, and we can understand
how thisinfluence must have helped prepare Jude and his
older brother Jamesto become notable apostles and authors



inthe early Church. James becamethe leading elder in the
Church at Jerusalem.

Jude and his brothersall grew up under the shadow of their
oldest brother, Jesus. In oriental society thefirstbornsonis
given amuch higher position of respect and influencethanin
western society. Also, the Gospel s suggest that before Jesus
became 30 years of age and started Hisministry, Mary’shus-
band Joseph had already died. That would haveleft Jesusas
the head of the house. Jesuswould have been responsibleto
guide and providefor hiswidowed mother and younger broth-
ersand sisters.

We can seethat Jesuswasstill concerned with thisresponsi-
bility, even at the end of hisministry. For whileHewasonthe
cross, He asked the Apostle John to take care of Hiswid-
owed mother in Hisstead (Jn.19:26-27). Matthew 13:55-56
also tells usthat Jesus had several sisters, aswell as four
younger brothers. Mary may havetold her younger sonsand
daughterson numerous occas ons, “Whatsoever He saith unto
you, doit,” asshesaid to the servants at thewedding at Cana
of Galileein John 2:5.

Can we ever underestimate the impact made upon these
younger brothers and sisters, having Jesus as their eldest
brother? And after Mary became awidow, can weimagine
what it must have been liketo have Jesus asthe man who ran



the househol d? They saw an example of compl ete perfection
leading the family! What a standard of righteousness must
have been upheld in that household! Isit any wonder that the
message of righteousness should thunder out from the epistles
penned by Jude and James? For over twenty yearsthesetwo
brothers had grown up under the shadow of their older
Brother's perfect life. The twelve apostles only walked with
Himfor threeand ahalf years.

Jude probably became an itinerant preacher who traveled
around with hiswife, as Paul impliesin First Corinthians 9:5.
Itiscertain, however, that Jude and hisbrotherswere among
the 120 in the upper room with Mary on the day of Pentecost
(Acts1:14-15).

Aswe mentioned earlier, Jude'snameintheorigina Greekis
“Judas.” Thiswas a popular Jewish name at that time be-
cause of Judas M accabaeus, who had hel ped |ead the nation
of Israel to freedom from therule of Syriaabout two centu-
ries before. But today, the most famous Judas of all timethat
everyone remembersis Judas | scariot, the apostle who be-
trayed Christ. Thename* Judas’ has becomeforever associ-
ated with betrayal and backsliding. It seemssignificant that
the Holy Spirit chose the Epistle of Judasto warn us of the
danger of backdliding!



Vi

Timeof Writing

Because of the silence of the New Testament and of history,
we cannot know precisely when thisletter waswritten. How-
ever, we can find several helpful clues. Jude 1:4-8 isvery
similar to Second Peter 2:1-3:4, and Jude 1:18 repeatsthe
warning that Peter wrote of in 2 Peter 3:3. Thissuggeststhat
Judewasfamiliar with Peter's second epistle, or at least knew
Peter'slast teachingsvery well. We can also note that while
Peter was warning about the coming of falseteachersin his
last epistle, Judewrotein hisletter that the fal seteachershad
already comeinto the Church. Thiswould suggest that Jude
wrote hisletter after Peter had written his second epistlein
themid-60'sA. D. Perhaps 66 or 67 isagood calculation
for thewriting of Jude. If Jude was addressed to the Jewish
world around Jerusalem, of necessity, itsdate would haveto
be several years before Jerusalem was destroyed and Pales-
tinewasplunderedin A. D. 70.

Thisestimate a so indicatesthat Jude wasin hissixtieswhen
he penned hisepistle. Asatraveling preacher who had wit-
nessed the insidious mixture creeping into the Church, and as
amature ambassador of the heavenly kingdom, Jude gavea
sharp and powerful warning to “ contend for the faith which
was once delivered to the saints.”



OUTLINE

The Epistle of Jude can be organized into this outline:

PART |: INTRODUCTION, Verses1-4
A.Jude'sGreeting, verses1-2

B. Jude’ sReason for Writing, verses 3-4

PART II: WARNINGSAND REPROOF, Verses 5-16
A. Past Judgment on Backdliders, verses5-7
B. The Characteristicsof Backdliders, verses8-13
C. The Future Judgment of Backdliders, verses14-16

PART I11: EXHORTATIONSTO THE FAITHFUL,
Verses 17-23
A. Remember theApostle'sWarnings, verses17-19
B. Strengthen Your Faith, verses20-21
C. Seek to Rescuethe Backdliders, verses 22-23

PART IV: CLOSING DOXOLOGY, Verses24-25



PART |

INTRODUCTION
Verses1-4

A. Jude'sGreeting, verses 1-2

1:1-2 - “Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of
James, to those who are called, sanctified by God the Fa-
ther, and preserved in Jesus Christ: Mercy, peace, and love
be multiplied to you.”

“Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ ...” Inverse 1, Jude does
not identify himself asthe brother of Jesus Christ, but the
servant of Jesus Christ. Jude and James never personally
identified themselves asthe brother of Jesusintheir epistles,
although some of the other New Testament writersdid (Mt.
13:55, Mk. 6:3, 1 Cor. 9:5).

Thiswasamark of godly humility in not wanting to exalt a
fleshly relationship of which they could have boasted (cf. 2
Cor. 5:16, Lk. 8:19-21). Thiswasin sharp contrast to the
attitudesthey had held beforethey believed in Jesus(cf. Jn.7:3-
5, Mk. 3:20-21). Beforehand, Jude had joined with hisbroth-
erstotell Jesuswhat He should do, but now Judereferred to
himself asthe servant (or slave) of Jesus Christ.
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1:1 - “Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of
James...” Jude spoke of himself asthe brother of James.
Everyoneinthe early Church would have recognized this
James, because he was the leading elder of the church of
Jerusalem. InActs 15:13-21, 21:17-26, and in Galatians 2:9-
10 we can see James' position of influence.

Jude’'sgreeting in verses 1-2 usesthreetriplets: “ Jude, Jesus
Christ, and James,” “called, sanctified, and preserved;” and
“mercy, peace, andlove.” Theentireepistieisfull of triplets, as
Jude sought to framehisthoughtsin divine patternsand expound
God'swisdominsimplelogic. Everyonewho desiresto bean
effective preacher should dsolearn thislesson!

Inversel, Judewritesto thosewho are* preserved” or “kept”
(tereoin Greek) in Jesus Christ. Yet in verse 21 thereaders
aretold to “keep yourselves’ (tereo again). Jude emphasizes
the keeping power of Christ, but he a so emphasizes our per-
sonal responsibility not to backslide. We must rightly divide
theword of God on thistruth. Itisimperativeto balancethe
two concepts of our personal free will (emphasized by
Arminian theology in Church history) and the sovereignty of
God (whichisemphasized by Calvinist doctrine).

B. Jude'sReason for Writing, Verses 3-4

1:3-4 - “ Beloved, while | was very diligent to write to you
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concerning our common salvation, | found it necessary to
write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith
which was once for all delivered to the saints. For certain
men have crept in unnoticed, who long ago were marked
out for this condemnation, ungodly men, who turnthe grace
of our God into licentiousness and deny the only Lord God
and our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Inverses 3-4, Judetellsthe purpose of hisletter. Itistowarn
the saints about apostasy in the Church! Jude said that he
wanted to write to hisreaders about their salvation, but in-
stead felt led to writeawarning. Jude had seen the mixture of
the profane with the holy entering the Church, especially since
hewas atraveling preacher who saw the problemsfirsthand.
This mixture had been prophesied of by Christ (Mt. 13:24-
30, 36-43) and warned of by the apostles (Jude 17-18).

Inverse 3, we are exhorted to “earnestly contend” for the
Christian faith. “Earnestly contend” is the Greek word
“epagonizesthai,” whoseroot wordis*“agonize.” Just asan
athlete must struggleintensely to defeat the opposition, so
weare called upon to “agonize’ against deceptionand sinin
our defense of the purefaith.

Verse 4 tells us that these who had become apostate were
“ordained” or “marked out” to thiscondemnation. Thisdoes
not mean that they were preordained to backslide in some
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fatalisticway that they could not personally avoid. The Greek
word used here is progegrammenoi, which means “written
of beforehand,” and speaks of how the backsliders have al-
ready been warned of judgment. Enoch’s prophecy (in Jude
14-15) isan example of how they have been warned of the
coming judgment for their apostasy.

Verse4 showsusthetwo problemsthese“ ungodly men” were
introducing into the Church. Thefirst problem wasthat they
were “turning the grace of God into lasciviousness.”

Thisword lasciviousness a so means licentiousness or unre-
strained vice. These men weretwisting thetruth about God's
grace. They declared that they could openly sin because God
isagraciousand forgiving God.

The Apostle Paul wrotein Romans 7:15, “ Shall we sin be-
causewe are not under law but under grace? Certainly not!”
But these apostates were saying exactly the opposite: “ Shall
we sin because we are not under the law but under grace?
Certainly!”

Thisfasedoctrine hasbeen taught under many different names
and titlesthroughout Church history, such asAntinomianism,
Gnosticism, Libertinism, Eternal Security, and “loose grace.”
It has encouraged Christiansnot to feel guilty about commit-
tingsin. Itisactualy anevil spirit that lulls peopleinto aspiri-
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tual dumber, and ultimately into hell. Thisiswhy Judeiscoun-
tering thiserror with such strong warnings!

The second thing that verse 4 says about these ungodly men
is that they “deny the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus
Christ.” These apostates are not going to stand up and say
they do not believein God or in Jesus Christ. Infact, they will
preach dramatically from the Bible, testifying how they have
come out from the bondage of legalism. Many of these are
backslidden Pentecostals.

Yet, they areindeed denying the Lordship of Christ over their
lives by their unrestrained sinning (Tit.1:16). Asthe saying
goes, “Either HeisLord of all, or Heisnot your Lord at al!”






PART 2

WARNINGSAND REPROOF

\Verses5-16
A. Past Judgment on Backsliders, verses5-7

1:5-7 - “But | want to remind you, though you once knew
this, that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land
of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who did not believe.
And the angels who did not keep their proper domain, but
left their own habitation, He has reserved in everlasting
chains under darknessfor the judgment of the great day. As
Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities about themin a simi-
lar manner to these, having given themsel ves over to sexual
immorality, and gone after strange flesh, are set forth asan
example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.”

In these three verses, Jude reminds us of three groups of
backsliderswho were judged by God. These examplesfrom
history are warnings not to follow the same paths and have
the samefate (see 1 Cor. 10:11-12, Prov. 14:12).

Once again, we have a series of three—the I sraeliteswho
wereredeemed and later destroyed, theangelswhofell, and
the example of Sodom and Gomorrah.
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The Redeemed I sraelites Later Destroyed

In verse 5 we are warned that many of the Israelites who
were saved out of Egypt later backslid. They wereall saved
by the blood of the passover lamb, just asevery true Chris-
tian issaved by the blood of Jesus Christ. But many of those
| sraeliteswho were saved out of Egypt did not continue to
follow the Lord asHe sought to train them and mature them
through thetrialsinthewilderness (Deut. 8:2-5).

Likewise, many born-again Christians do not continueto fol-
low the Lord when He beginsto disciplinethemin order to
|ead them to holiness and maturity (Heb. 12:5-17). AsJude
has said, many of therebellious|sraglitesthat God redeemed
by the blood of thelamb, werelater destroyed by Him, just
asmany rebellious backsliding Christianswill be (Mt. 7:21-
23, Jn. 15:5-6).

TheFallen AngelsWhoHad Light
areDestroyed Without Remedy

Inverse6, Jude usesthefdlenangesfor hisnext warning. Heis
making referenceto 1/3 of theangelswho backdid rightinthe
presence of God in heaven. Thelsraglitesinverse 5, and the
fallen angelsspoken of here, al had tremendousknowledge of
theLord and had walked in Hislight for aseason. Jude'swarn-
ingisnot to unbelievers, but to the saintsin the Church. God did
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not chooseto show mercy torebellious Lucifer and thefallen
angelsbecause of the extraordinary light they possessed. They
sinned in God's very presence. We can study more about their
fall inlsaiah 14:12-15, Ezekiel 28:13-17, Revelation 12:7-9,
and Revelation 20:1-3, 7-10.

Jude declaresthat the angelswho did not “ keep” themselves
(tereo in the Greek) are now “kept” (tereo again) in dark-
ness and chainsfor the day of judgment. Here again isthe
key theme of the Epistle of Jude, the theme of being kept.
Judetellsusthat the saintswho “keep themselves” arebeing
kept unto blessing. In contrast, the backsliders who did not
“keep themselves’ are being kept unto judgment!

Judeisteaching that our eternal destiny isdetermined by how
we choose to keep ourselves. By our decision, we may
choose to befaithful or we may chooseto berebellious. If
we set our hearts and lives upon acertain course or direc-
tion, therewill come atimewhen God will confirm usin that
direction, and wewill stay on that path eternally.

Thisconcept isalso seenin Revelation 22:11 whereit says,
“Hewho isunjust, let him [continue to become] more unjust
still; hewhoisfilthy, let him [continueto become] morefilthy
till; hewho isrighteous, let him [continue to become] more
righteous still; hewhoisholy, let him [continue to become]
moreholy till.”
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Sodom and Gomorrah
Suffer theVengeanceof Eternal Fire

Inverse 7 wearegiven awarning about thejudgment givento
the sodomites and fornicators of Sodom and Gomorrah. The
knowledge of God was still lingering in that area, as demon-
strated inthelivesof Lot, Abraham, Melchizedek, and per-
haps Job and his friends. But the people of Sodom and
Gomorrah had regjected the truth, and had cast of f al restraint.

They had plummeted so far into the depths of iniquity that
God elected to use their judgment as a strong warning and
picture of the eternal flamesthat al who reject the Lord will
suffer. Homosexuality isnot primarily theresult of defective
genes, or adominate mother and aweak father, as sociol o-
gists have suggested.

Thereal cause of thisdepravity isa continual rejection of
God (Rom. 1:24-28). When man brings God down, God
brings man down and turns him over to areprobate mind.

B. The Characteristics of Backdliders, verses8-13
After giving usashort list of notable backslidersin history,

Jude now tellsusinthisnext group of versesabout the present
character and works of those who are backsliding:
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1:8 - “ Likewise also these dreamers defile the flesh, reject
authority, and speak evil of dignitaries.”

Dreamers

Inverse8 wearetold that these backslidersare” dreamers.”
Thisword isonly used in one other placein the New Testa-
ment (in Acts2:17), where it speaks of actual dreamsthat
contain spiritual revelation. These backdliderswere probably
getting “revelations’ intheir dreamsthat were confirming them
intheir wrong path asthey turned away from God.

There can be great power in our dreams, whether they are
good or bad dreams. Sometimesit iseasier to have aspiri-
tual revelation in adream, because when we are asleep we
are not controlling our mind. When we are asleep we can
often be more open spiritually, but we must seek to discern
the source of adream. The Lord can visit usin dreams, but
so also can evil spirits. These spirits can seek to lead people
into falserevelations, anger, sexual lust, fear, or spiritism. By
joininginwith that evil spiritinadream, it can beginto defile
you and control you. Sometimes, adream can be the begin-
ning of aspiritual problem.

My wifeand | alwaystry to carefully watch over our chil-
dren. If they tell usthey had abad dream, we want to know
thereasonfor it. If we do not understand why, we ask God,
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becauseitisthe parent'sresponsibility to protect their chil-
dren. If they are being attacked in their dreamsand being led
off course, as parents we should seek to find out how to shut
the open door that the enemy isusing to gain an entranceinto
ther lives

While we must be careful of our dreams, this description of
“dreamers’ may also apply as well to the imaginations and
thoughtswe havewhilewe areawake. A Christian shouldlearn
toguardal of histhoughtsand imaginations (2 Cor. 10:4-5, Phil.
4:8). Sinful reading materids, corrupt movies, and“roleplaying”
games(suchas”Dungeonsand Dragons’) can openupaperson’s
imagination to demonic control. New Age cults have many
“dreamer” activities.

Dreamer s—Defile the Flesh

Inverse 8 we are shown threeareas of sin that these dreamers
areledinto. 1.) They defiletheflesh; 2.) rgject authority; and 3.)
gpeak evil of dignitaries. Thefirgt isthat they defiletheflesh, like
Sodom and Gomorrah, which were mentioned in the previous
verse.

From Ezekiel 16:49, we understand that theiniquity of Sodom
wasthis; — pride, fullness of food, and abundance of idleness.
Thebeginning of Sodom’s backdliding was pride, and through
their prideand idlenessthey had plenty of sparetimefor enter-
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tainment and for being dreamers. Thisled them eventually tothe
defilement of the flesh. Someone does not start off asahomo-
sexud; thisistheend of along path downintosin.

Pride, having plenty of food and everything we want, and
idleness, are adangerous combination. The Roman Empire
wasthe greatest empirein theworld many centuries ago. But
that kingdom al so degenerated because of the wretchedness
of pride, abundance of provision, and idleness. They insti-
tuted awelfare system where everyone had bread.

The government kept the inhabitants of Rome happy through
food programs and circuses. Aslong as everyone had bread
to eat and they could go to the amphitheater to see the bloody
entertainment of their day, the multitudes were content. But
thisweakened their true vitality and the good characteristics
that had originally caused Rome to be a strong, energetic
empire.

They thoroughly corrupted themselves, deteriorating into a
culture where homosexuality was an acceptable life-style.
Divorce and remarriage al so became rampant in their soci-
ety. Their moral declinefollowed the same pattern that de-
stroyed Sodom.

Thisisalso happening in western society today. Western na-
tionshave grown proud intheir prosperity. Thewelfare sys-
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tem hastaken away theinitiative to work and seeksto keep
the poor content. Thereis an abundance of idleness and a
lack of initiative because men need to work lessto support
themselves. We no longer haveto go to the Coliseum to see
peoplekill each other. We canturnontheTV to seeviolence
and every evil imaginablethat would equal or exceed that of
the Roman empire.

Pride, prosperity, and idleness (whichisboredom from alack
of vision), aretaking the nations away from the grace of God,
to become like Sodom and Gomorrah. The nations are defil -
ing their flesh through homosexuality, fornication, and divorce
and remarriage. Western society istaking the sametrend which
brought about the demise of Sodom and Gomorrah and the
Roman Empire. Unlessweexperiencegredt revivad, our eternd
fatewill dsobethelakeof fire.

Dreamer s—Regject Authority

The second area of sin that these dreamersfall into isthe
rejection of authority. The I sraelites opposed authority re-
peatedly throughout their history. Shortly after coming out of
Egypt we can see I srael'srejection of their leader in Exodus
32:1, “Now when the peopl e saw that M oses delayed com-
ing down out of the mountain, the people gathered together
to Aaron, and said to him, Come, make us godsthat shall go
before us; for asfor this Moses, the man that brought us up
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out of theland of Egypt, we do not know what has become
of him.”

Injust forty daysthe people quickly forgot the leader that
God had appointed over them, and they were ready to fol-
low idols. It isamazing how quickly they turned away from
the Lord and their God-appointed leader. Thisisawarning
toall of usbecauseit istheway of all flesh. Apart from the
grace of God, we could bejust like them. One month we can
be dancing at the Red Seawith victory beforethe Lord; then
afew weekslater we can be dancing before a golden calf
and the works of our own hands.

Israel continued to reject their leader. “ And all the congrega-
tion lifted up their voicesand cried, and the people wept that
night. And all the children of Israel murmured against Moses
and against Aaron, and the whole congregation said to them,
If only we had died in theland of Egypt ... Sothey said one
to another, Let usselect aleader and let usreturn into Egypt”
(Num. 14:1-4).

When God beginsto take His people onwards, He raises up
an anointed |eader who declares, “ These are the promises of
God set beforeus.” But often the same people who rejoiced
inthose promisesfind that God's preparation to get them there
ismoredifficult than they had anticipated! Quickly they are
ready to rebel against their leadership and go back to the
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way of lifewithwhichthey arefamiliar. They areready to go
back to what contented them in the past. When God givesus
ahigh calling to march forward, we need to understand that
the higher calling requiresagreater preparation.

Therewill betrialsinthewilderness, and therewill be more
of the crossapplied to our life, becauseit isonly aswe suffer
with Christ that we shall be prepared toreignwithHim. D. L.
Moody once said he could tell how great the victory was
going to be in his crusades by how much of a battle they
faced before they got the breakthrough! So when the Lord
gracioudly givesusahigher call or placesuswith agroup that
hasahigher call, we should expect difficult trials, testings,
and rebellionsto come. Thosethat do not qualify to makeit
through are going to diein the wilderness.

Jude also warned us about the angel swho backdlid in heaven.
|saiah 14:12-14 describes the arch-leader of theinsurrec-
tion: “How you arefallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the
morning! How you are cut down to the ground, you who
weakened the nations! For you have said in your heart, | will
ascend into heaven, | will exalt my throne above the stars of
God; I will sit also on the mount of the congregation ... | will
ascend abovethe heightsof the clouds, | will belikethe Most
High.”

These salf-exaltations of Lucifer arewhat led to hisdownfall.
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Lucifer rejected proper God-given authority and would not
stay in hisplace. Hewas one of theleading archangels, and
was equal and perhaps higher than Michael and Gabriel. Al-
though situated at the very top of theangelic order, yetin his
pride he wanted to exalt himself to equality with the Most
High. Hewas not content with the lofty position already al-
lotted to him. Thus, herejected proper authority and tried to
takeit all. Scripturetellsusthat we need to honor authority
(1 Pet. 2:17).

We need to obey authority. The way to do thisis by first
honoring and respecting authority in our hearts and with our
words. There are alot of people who may not rebel against
authorities, but would think nothing of speaking derogatorily
of them. For example, in America, children might refer to
their father as“their old man.” Othersmay label the policeas
“the pigs’ or make other uncomplimentary remarks about
governmental leaders. Thereisagreat |oosenessin our words,
and it leadsto rebellion against authority.

Some |leadersattract large followings because they revilethe
present government. And while some of their comments may
be very true, if welisten to words of sarcasm that belittle
authority, it will plant seeds of rebellion and lawlessnessin
our spirit.

David was aman that |earned to honor and submit to author-
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ity. Many times he had to dodge the spears of King Saul, but
he never pulled them out of the wall and threw them back!
We read thefollowing account after he had been hunted like
ananimal for yearsby Saul:

“So David and Abishai cameto the people by night: and there
Saul lay sleeping within the camp, with his spear stuck inthe
ground ... Then Abishai said to David, God has delivered
your enemy into your hand thisday. Now therefore, please,
let mestrike him at oncewith thespear ... And David said to
Abishai, Do not destroy him; for who can stretch forth his
hand against the L ord’ sanointed, and be guiltless?’ (1 Sam.
26:7-9).

Some might have questioned whether Saul wasstill theLord's
anointed. After all, Saul had backslidden years before, and
an evil spirit from the Lord had cometo trouble him. Even
s0, Saul had been anointed asking, and aslong ashewasthe
king, David respected and honored him.

God tested David on thisissue. David understood by prophecy
that hewas going to bethe next king. One of David'smenwas
standing there, offering to hasten the fulfillment of thisprom-
ise by doing away with King Saul. David was given the op-
portunity to take hisown vengeance, and usurp by force that
which God had said Hewould give him. Would David rise up
against the onethat God had set in authority? David refused



The Epistle of Jude 19

because he had arespect for God-given authority. Even though
Saul was abackslidden |eader, David was not going to touch
him.

AsDavidlearned to honor God-given authority and not avenge
himself, David was sowing faithfulnessand mercy. Thispre-
pared him for hisown reign as king, for when he later be-
cameking, God honored and protected him from those that
rose up against hisauthority. For abrief period, David him-
self became abackslider, falling into the snare of adultery
which led to murder. Even so, God did not take away David
ashedid Saul. When trouble arose in David’skingdom, and
rebellionswereignited, God remained on David'sside. He
did sofor several reasons. David’'s heart was repentant, and
also David had planted the seeds of loyalty to authority.

Those that rose up against David did have some righteous
grievances. Absalom had some righteous grievances, yet he
responded the wrong way by taking mattersinto his own
hands. After all, his sister had been raped by Amnon, and
King David had never punished him. Absalom could have
started out by saying he had atrue grievance, but hislack of
proper respect for authority led himinto apath of viciousre-
bdlion.

Likewise, Ahithophel became Absalom’s counselor and
joined the rebellion. Why did King David’s counselor join
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therebellion?If you study the scripturesin 2 Samuel 11:3,
and 23:34, you will see that Ahithophel was Bathsheba's
grandfather. Thiswise man saw David bring disgraceto his
granddaughter, and then kill her husband. He, too, could have
said that he had arighteous grievance.

Adonijah also rose up to proclaim himself king. In 1 Kings
1:5-6 weread that David had aproblem disciplining hisown
children, probably because he had failed in many of the same
areas. Adonijah was a spoiled son. Some of those that fol-
lowed Adonijah may havefelt they had somejustificationin
doing so.

After all, Adonijah wasthenext inlineto beking, snce Amnon
and Absalom were dead. Besides, David had never actually
told Adonijah not to let the chariots go before him, nor did he
reproach him for assuming to bethe heir to thethrone. People
could see some elementsof justicein following each of these
rebellions because David had not lived aperfect life.

Inasimilar manner, the pastorsthat God putsover usrarely
are perfect. We should not expect perfect authority, but we
should recognize God'’s purposesin and through imperfect
authority. Stumblingblockswill cometo test us. We need to
havethe heart of David that respected authority. When it was
David'sturn and he became the leader, God honored and
protected him. Why? David had learned to honor the author-
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ity over him, so God in turn honored his authority. He en-
tered into the sure mercies of David because he had shown
mercy (Psa. 18:25). We must see theimportance of honoring
the higher powers. We must show respect, evento those lead-
erswho have obviousflaws, those whom we may even have
justified grievances against, because wewant to end up like
David. Wewant the L ord to honor us and faithfully lead us
ontoglory.

These areimportant principlesto learn, especially for each
person called to Christian leadership. The foundations upon
whichwebuild our future ministry are so important. Our foun-
dationswill affect therest of our earthly life, aswell asour
eternal inheritance. If someonewhoiscalledtoleadershipis
unsubmissiveto their leader asamember of achurch, or as
an assistant pastor, it may be that God will allow themto go
on to become asenior pastor. But major problemswill arise.
God would probably give them a congregation filled with
peoplewho areindependent and unteachablejust like them-
selves. They will reap what they had sown!

God can dwaysfind amethod to deal with our problemsand
change usif wetruly want Hisbest. Learn quickly inyour
Christian lifeto go on God's path and not to reject authority.
Itiseasier to allow God to deal with problemsin our hearts
when they arelittle weeds, than to try to uproot them later
when they have grown into monstroustrees.



22 The Epistle of Jude

Dreamers—Speak Evil of Dignitaries

Thethird areaof sin that the dreamerscommit isthat they
“speak evil of dignities,” or “revileangelic majesties.” Thisis
what the Sodomitesdid in Genesis 19:5 when they wanted to
break down the door of Lot’s house and abuse histwo visi-
tors. They did not know they werereviling angels, but what
wasintheir hearts manifested itself. Inasimilar manner, we
might meet astranger that isreally an angel, and what isin
our heart will berevealed.

Yearsago | wasoneof thedirectorsof agroup of 50 churches.
A few of these pastors were starting to go off in awrong
direction, and turn the grace of God into |asciviousness, as
Jude verse4 declares. They wanted to introduce carnal things
into their churches, and thefellowship’sleaders said. “No,
that will bring defilement and corruption into the churches
and we are not allowing that!” Then some of these pastors
said to the leadership, “We are not under your bondage and
legalism.” Other churchesaredoingit, itispopular, anditis
bringing in new people. Thus, they started arebellioninthe
fellowship.

Inthemidst of thisstruggle, God showed mean angel that He
sent down from heaven. Thisangel had abook in hishand,
and he was going up to every one of the pastorsin thefel-
lowship and standing before them to examine the response of
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their heart. He waswriting some of the names of the pastors
into the book, but not all of their names.

Sincethis experience | have seen that what thisangel was
doing was scriptural. In Malachi 3:16 God said that He had
abook of remembrance written, specifically for those that
feared the Lord. Weread in Ezekiel chapter 9 of the angel
that had an inkhorn who put amark on those that sighed and
cried for all the abominationsthat were being committed in
Jerusalem. It seems scripturally clear that angelsrecord the
accountsof men’slives. Intimesof turmoil, the Lord bringsa
sifting and a parting that isrecorded by angels. At the Great
White Throne Judgment (Rev. 20:11-15), weread that the
dead will bejudged by thethingsthat are writtenin the books.
Obviously there are many booksin heaven.

Inthisvision, | saw the name of the book that thisangel was
writing in. The book listed those nameswhom God was permit-
ting to go on. Wefind thisthemein Hebrews 6:1-3, wherewe
aretoldthat “leaving behind thedementary teaching ... letusgo
onto perfection... if God permits.”

ItisGod who determineswhich Chrigtianswill graduate and go
ontowardsthe mark of the high calling, and thosewho will not.
In school you are not permitted to go to ahigher grade until you
have passed all thetests. God al so tests His peopl e by issues
such asfasedoctrines, sin, and rebellion. God clearly perceives
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those who have apprehended the true grace of God and will
persevere and go onto something better. But He al so seesthose
whowill not goto perfection, but will haveto take another circle
inthewildernessasthelsraglitesdid for 40 years.

Inthisvision| saw clearly that those whose nameswere writ-
teninthat book were being permitted by Godtogoon. | aso
observed that those whose names were not recorded, were
not given further grace by God to go onin their walk with
Him. They would remain on thelevel to which they had at-
tained, or fall back into iniquity and perdition. Thisisthefruit
of scorning wisdom and delighting in simplicity (Prov. 1:20-
33). When | saw this, the spirit of the fear of the Lord fell
uponmeand | cried out, “L ord, havethe angel writemy name
inthat book!”

Theresult of thistime of sifting wasthat ahandful of these pas-
torsbroke off from thefellowship. They felt sofreeto do what
they wanted—but God was not with them! They werefree
but it was not atrue liberty in the Spirit. After afew years,
the Bible school they started was shut down. Thelargest church
among them became very small, until the pastor disbanded
the church and told the congregation to go wherever they
wanted. Difficulties came, and the other pastorsfell by the
wayside. God did not allow that rebellious group to go on,
but the L ord used that timeto sift out of the good group the
pastorsthat He was not allowing to go on.
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I do not know if any of the other pastors saw the angel, but |
know that he cameto everyone and through some meanstested
every heart. Thosethat reviled that angel and what he stood for
werereected, and their ministriessoon collgpsed. May theLord
help usduring that secret day whentheangelscometovisit us,
that we haveaheart that isset to fully follow the Lord!

1:9 - * Yet Michael the archangel, in contending with the
devil, when he disputed about the body of Moses, dared not
bring against himareviling accusation, but said, “ The Lord
rebuke you!”

Inverse 8 weweretold that the backslidersrevile angels.
We saw that this can refer to the godly angels, asin the story
of Lot and Sodom'’sjudgment. But in verse 9 we are now
given an examplethat warns us also not to revilethefallen
angels. Hereit recordsthat Michael the archangel was care-
ful not torevilethedevil, afalenangel. Hedid not try with his
own strength and his own wordsto contend with the devil.
Nor did he call Satan names or adjectives, assomebelievers
do.

Michael wasin charge of resurrecting Moses' body. It wasa
resurrected M oseswho appeared with Elijah on the Mount
of transfiguration, many years|ater. Moseswasraised before
the set time. Satan objected and resisted Michael and his
mission because he still owned the power of death. Thekeys
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of hell and death were stripped from him when Christ rose
from the dead.

The example of the Archangel Michael warnsus not to re-
vile, rail, or bring our own judgment against thefallen angels.
Michael did not try to fight Lucifer in hisown strength. Even
though they may have been equals, Michael did not presume
totry tooppose L ucifer in hisown strength, or call him names.

We should heed this example of Michael today, because the
fallen angelsstill have more natural power than us. Psalm 8:5
tellsusthat man has been made “alittle lower than the an-
gels” Theangelsaremorepowerful thanweareintheir natura
creation by God. It isonly when we movein the Spirit that
we are no longer under the authority of the angels, because
we move with God'sgreater authority.

First Corinthians 6:3 atteststo thiswherewe aretold that the
saintswill judgethe angels. We cannot accomplish this, how-
ever, in our own strength, or by accusations or contentions,
but by the Spirit of God moving through us.

Ephesians 6:12 tellsusthat our warfareisnot against flesh
and blood, but against spiritual powers. So often wefight our
battlesin the wrong ways. There are timeswhen we are at-
tacked by principalities and powers, and we do not always
discern the source. If someone becomes sick, or we have
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problemswith finance, or our neighbor isangry with uswith-
out acause, wethink we are battling with thingsthat are physi-
cal. But often these are the attacks of the enemy that are
camouflaged tolook like normal circumstances.

When our adversary comes against us, we need to learn not
toresist himinour own strength, but in the wisdom and the
strength of God. God permitsthe enemy to betherein order
to develop us, and to enable usto partake of Christ's nature
as a Man of War.

In spiritual warfare, if we movein the flesh to come against
fallen angels, there can betwo adverseresults. First, thefallen
angelswill usetheir greater natural power to attack usin our
weak areas, and they will try to veer us off course.

When | had just graduated from Bible school, | went out to
Detroit where| directed an evangelism center. Thefirst night
that | wasthere, | wasall alonein the large basement of a
house. As| was praying and travailing before the Lord that
Hewould bring forth mighty results during the coming cru-
sade, | saw ahuge foot come down and crash into that base-
ment. Thisfoot filled the whole basement. | looked up and
saw thefallen angel that rulesover Detroit, and hesaid, “ This
ismy territory!”

| was aBible school graduate and | knew the word of God,
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so | pulled out my “sword” and was quoting scriptures | eft
andright. | wasgoing at it with all of my strength and power.
But thisfallen angel wastotally unconcerned about me, be-
cause he knew the great spiritual authority that he had, and
he also knew the small level of authority that | had. His atti-
tude towards mewaslikethe attitude we might have towards
avery tiny little dog that dared to bark at usfrom far away.

From thefirst night, the battle was on. We were ableto lead
dozens of peopleto Christ, but there was no revival or any
noticeableimpact made on that fallen angel’sdomain. How-
ever, the counterattacks of the enemy made avery notice-
ableimpact on our evangelistic team! One of the team mem-
bersfell into drugs. Another sister claimed shehad arevela-
tion that she was going to marry one of the fellows on the
team, and that caused problems. Then we had two others
who decided to fight each other with sarcastic words, rather
than jointheir heartsto fight the enemy. All of these difficul-
ties, and more, arose. Anywherethere was aweak spot, the
enemy was hitting us hard.

We cannot decidethat we are going to go to aplaceto do some-
thing, and haveresults. We cannot come boastfully and assume
that the enemy is going to retreat just because we can quote
scriptures. We have to be commissioned by God and we must
havethe strength and the rebuke of the Lord if wearegoing to
havevictory inour spiritual battles. When wego to minister to
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new places(amissonfield or anew city), wewill beconfronting
new spiritual powers.

There are different principalities and powersthat rule over
the geographical areas of the world. When we go to anew
placeof ministry, wewill find new enemiesarrayed against us
there. We haveto go in the strength of God and not mock the
enemy by calling him atoothlesslion, or by laughing fool-
ishly at the power of the enemy.

When we mock the authority that God has permitted over
these areas, we are opening ourselves up for counterattack,
and we areinviting the enemy to see what he can do against
us. We have enough battlesto faceinlifewithout inviting un-
necessary trials and tests.

Every timel goto minister inacertain Hindu nation, my family
hastobuild“anew dtar” totheLord. Thisisbecauseweknow
the strength of the principalities and powers over that nation,
and we know that we are going to enter into new battlesevery
time

Onetimewhen | wasinthisnation, | had adream that acow
came to attack me. The cow is honored as one of the great
Hindu gods; soif you touch one of the sacred cows, then you
aretouching astrong principality over that nation. Inthedream
thiscow came up to attack me and bit my foot. Hewastryingto
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pull off my shoeand chew it up. Thismay sound silly until we
remember Ephesians6:15 whereit saysthat part of our spiritual
armor ishaving our feet shod [or fitted with] the preparation of
thegospd of peace. Thiscow wastrying to takeaway my prepa
ration to beamessenger of the Lordinthat Hindu nation.

| woke up from this spiritual attack and prayed for about an
hour until | felt victory over this. As| then slipped back to
deep, immediately the cow wastherewaiting for me. Hecame
up to bite me again, but | had prayed through, and as he
came up again to bite my foot and take off my shoe, | raised
my foot and crushed his head!

In Genesis 3:15, referenceismade to Satan in theform of a
serpent. The Lord saysinthat verse that the serpent will bite
your foot, but that you will crush hishead. But inthissitua-
tion, the power that tried to bite my foot was not asnake, but
acow; yetinasimilar fashion| crushed hishead by the power
of God.

Afew dayslater | saw the outward evidence of thisbattlewhile
wewere having aseminar in aplace where the powers of the
enemy arevery strong. Inthisareg, itisillega to convert anyone
to Christianity. Wewere having a pastor's seminar with about
400 pastorsin one of the biggest citiesof that area. Thelocal
coordinator of the seminar had made abig banner for the semi-
nar and posted it on themain street of thiscity. Part of the ban-
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ner said: “WelcomeNormanHolmes- U.SA.” It had apicture
of meso everyone could seethewhitemissionary that had come
tothelr city. Thiswasnot awisething to do.

During the seminar the chief of police cameto visit us. He
wasvery angry and demanded, “What areyou doing herein
my city?You can’'t do this! | can revoke your passport! | am
coming back thisafternoon!” Thiswasthe attack in the spirit
of the cow trying to take away the shoes of the messenger of
the gospel of peace. Thisbattlewasvery real! We knew that
the enemy wanted us out of there, but we prayed and the
police chief never came back.

These are the kind of battles we face on the mission field
when we go into new areas. There are battles that can be
unique depending upon the principalitiesand powersthat rule
over each locality. We cannot use a predetermined formula
for spiritual warfare and then expect to aways gain success.
We must hear from God for each battle so that we can “ex-
ecute on them thewritten judgment” asit saysin Psalm 149:6-
9.

In 1 Kings 18:27, Elijah mocked Baal and said, “Cry aloud,
maybeyour God isoff onalong journey! Or maybe heisbusy
or asleep - Cry louder!” Hewas mocking Baal and speaking
evil of thefallen angelsthat operated behind thefalsereligion
of Baal. Elijah had the victory that day, but the next day the
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enemy counterattacked through Jezebel and said through her,
“You are going to be like my dead prophets by tomorrow!”
(1Kgs. 19:2).

Elijah had been on the mountain top and saw the mighty power
of God, but the next day hewasfearful and fled for hislife!
Hehad violated Exodus 22:28 which commands: “ Thou shalt
not revilethegods.” When werevilethe gods, we arerevil-
ing Satan, and we are setting ourselves up for acounterat-
tack. Elijah had something in his spirit that was open to at-
tack by the enemy. We must never mock Satan or call him
names. How unseemly for the prophet to conduct himself in
thismanner!

Our adversary will try to exploit our weakest areas. He will
look for any crack he can find in our armor. Satan will seek
to enlarge that weak point, and aggravate the difficultieswe
are struggling with. If we have weaknessesin our family or
marriage, the enemy will try to comein and attack that weak
area. We must be wise when we arewrestling against princi-
palitiesand powers.

These arethedayswhen thefallen angelsare working fever-
ishly to overwhelm and destroy the saintswho have said yes
tothehigh calling. Their maintargets are the men and women
who pose the greatest threat to their domain of darkness. In
Revelation 12:12 we read, “Woe to the inhabitants of the
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earth ... for the devil has come down to you, having great
wrath, because heknowsthat he hasashort time.” Inthe last
daysasthe enemy isbeing dethroned, hewill comewith great
wrath against those whom he knows are ordained to take
away hiskingdom.

Onetimel visited achurch wherethere wasonly ahandful of
people. The pastor was going through severe battles and was
even conddering closing thelittlechurch. Hewaswonderingif it
wasworth the effort to keep it going. Then onenight | had a
dream. Inthedream the L ord showed methat even though the
enemy was strong and wastrying to destroy that little church,
yet therewasterror inthe heart of that fallen angel!

Whiletherewereonly afew peoplein thechurch, inthe Spirit
| saw that it wasavery large church and it had agreat inher-
itance awaiting it. Aslong asthey kept the doors open, they
were keeping the promises alive of agreat inheritance when
God moved in Hispower. The enemy was desperately afraid
of that church and wastrying to shut it down. Heknew that if
that church was still open in the day of revival, it would be
filled with hundreds of people!

Theenemy isafraid of those who havethe promisesof God. A
church may look small and insignificant, but the enemy iswor-
ried about the saintsin that church who have exceeding great
and preciouspromises. Heisnot afraid of ahugemega-churchiif
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itisfilledwith sinand haslittle spiritual power. Heisafraid of
thosethat havethe promises of God for what liesahead. Satan
isterrified of thosewho are entering into the power of God!

The second great danger we face if we try to oppose the
enemy inour own strength, isthat we can lift ourselves up
in pride and become corrupt, even asL ucifer. Lucifer lifted
himself up. Hedid not “keep his proper domain,” asweread
inJudeverse 6. Inasimilar fashion, we haveto be careful not
to lift up ourselves or we will become proud like the | ofty
principalitiesand powers. We are made alittle lower than the
angels. Unless God gives usthe ascendancy and empowers
us, these angelswill overpower usand gain thevictory if we
fight them. They will even useflattery toinflate our ego by
telling usthat we are great and mighty.

Recently therewasa TV evangelist who for many years had
spoken freely against and mocked all kinds of authority. This
included government officialsand backdidden ministersinthe
church, aswell as Satan and the fallen angels. Hewasvery
clever at putting down all of these evil authorities, but while
hewas putting them down, hewaslifting himsalf up. Thepride
that wasgrowing in hislife eventually led himinto sinsthat
brought him into reproach and caused hisministry tofall.

Thisevangelist did not have aproper respect for authority.
When hisdenomination placed restraintsand restrictions upon
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him for his backslidings, he rebelled and left. He would not
submit to their protective discipline and went hisindependent
way. Theresult wasthat he kept falling again and againinto
the same sins. Thisisthe reason we must learn to respect
authority, even that of fallen angels. We are not to be afraid
of them, or submit ourselvesto them. Yet, we must be very
careful that we only gointhe strength, leading, and timing of
the Lord in order to be assured of victory.

There were discussions among some of the early church fa-
thers asto whether or not Jude should be admitted into the
Canon and acknowledged as one of the inspired books of
God. Thisissuewas raised because Jude quoted from sev-
eral other books and sourcesthat were not the inspired Word
of God. Eventually they decided that Jude had correctly sifted
thetrue“wheat” of the Word of God from the “chaff,” and
JudewasincludedintheBible.

But Jude was not the only one to quote from other writings.
The apostle Paul did thisalso. In Acts17:28 weread, “For
inHim welive and move and have our being; as also some of
your own poets have said, For we are also His offspring.”
Paul quotesthisfrom one of their own heathen poetsin Ath-
ens, Greece.

Alsowhenwriting to Titus, Paul made referenceto anational
poet of Crete. Hestated in Titus 1: 12 that one of their own proph-
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ets(or poets) described the Cretansas“ dwaysliars, evil beasts,
lazy gluttons.” Here Paul isquoting apagan writer who had cor-
rectly discerned the nature of hisown countrymen. Paul was
ableto select and pull out thiscaption of truth from themidst of
all of thefalseand bring it into theinspired Word of God. He
was ableto separate the wheat from the chaff. Thisability isa
necessity for usa so, and anyonewho iscalled to the prophetic
minigry.

In Jeremiah 15:19, the L ord told the prophet that if hewould
take out the precious from the vile, “thou shalt be as my
mouth.” If we want to be the mouthpiece of God, then we
need to learn to separate what is preciousfrom thevile. Jude
was ableto read thereligiouswritings of hisday and discern
the true sectionsthat were worthy of repeating to the people
of God.

In Ezekiel 13:3it says, “ Thus saysthe Lord God: Woeto the
foolish prophets, who follow their own spirit, and have seen
nothing!” In Ezekiel'stime there were men who prophesied
the popul ar message of peace and prosperity. But they were
following their own spirit and their own imaginations. They
werelikethe dreamersof Jude 1:8 who were dreaming their
own dreams. If the prophets of Ezekiel’stime had beenin
tunewith God, they would have known that it was atime of
judgment. They would have recognized thewarning signals
when the angel was going forth, marking those that would be
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spared in the day of the Lord's anger (see Ezek. 9:1-11).
Only Ezekiel and afew othershad thetrueword of the Lord.
Because Ezekiel was genuine, he discerned that the other
prophets were in deception, and that terrible judgment was
coming.

| remember the testimony of an apostle whom | had worked
withinyears past. He said that when God first spoketo him
and he knew that he was being called to be an apostle, there
wasthe temptation for prideto arisein hisheart. TheLord
spoketo himagainand said, “It isnot what you are called to
bethat isimportant, itiswhat you dowith your calling.” Re-
member, Judas was called to be an apostle also. When God
creates someone with the capacity of being an apostle or
prophet, then they haveto learn to separate the preciousfrom
thevile so that they will enter into the pure ministry that God
has called them unto.

If we preach “ prosperity and peace” when it isnot atime of
prosperity and peace, we are being afalse witnessfor God.
Or, if we cover up sin by proclaiming “love and mercy,” we
arebeing avoicefor the adversary instead of being God’s
true prophet. We are turning people into the paths of de-
structioninstead of delivering their souls. We need to be care-
ful and learn to follow the anointing of God and not be led
astray in any of these ways. Asatrue messenger, we haveto
know what God isdoing among His people. Jude learned to
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do this. He was able to write a pure book, even using ex-
cerptsfrom other booksthat were not completely pure.

1:10 - “ But these speak evil of whatever they do not know;
and whatever they know naturally, like brute beasts, in these
things they corrupt themselves.”

Thosewho are backsliding and moving in their own strength
and wisdom, speak evil of what they do not know. We should
exercise much caution when we face situations that we do
not understand. For thereisatendency tolift ourselvesupin
pride and cut down someone el se.

When thereisaproblem in achurch or fellowship, we should
not assume that we are an expert and presumptuously ap-
prove one person, and judge someone el se. We must have
the wisdom of God and moveintherevelation of God. Oth-
erwisewewill speak evil and authoritatively about issueswe
do not understand at all. The backslider is one who drifts
away from what isspiritual, and is motivated by hisnatural
logic and carnal wisdom. He becomeslike abrute beast. We
don’'t want to be headstrong people of the flesh or of the
soul, but rather people of the Spirit of God.

1:11 - “Woe to them! For they have gone in the way of
Cain, haverun greedily after the error of Balaamfor profit,
and perished intherebellion of Korah.” Hereisanother of
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Jude’striplets—Cain, Balaam, and Korah. Thisverseisa
key scripturethat hel psusto understand the mystery of inig-
uity, and how people canfall into backdliding.

Theway of Cain, theerror of Balaam, and the death of Korah
formacounterfeit parallel to Christ’sdeclarationin John 14:6,
whereHesaid, “| amtheway, thetruth, and thelife.” Jesus
should be our way, which will lead usinto Histruth, which
will lead usinto Hislife. But Jude 1:11 showsusacounterfeit
way, truth, and life. Instead of theway of Jesus, wearewarned
of thewrong way of Cain. Instead of the truth of Jesus, we
arewarned of the error of Balaam. And instead of thelife of
Jesus, we can be led to the death of Korah. This shows us
the path of the backslider. So let usfirst consider how the
way of Cainisthe opposite of the way of Jesus.

TheWay of Cain

In Genesis4:1-7 weread that Adam knew Eve hiswife, and
she conceived and bore Cain. Then she bore again, thistime
hisbrother Abel. Now Abel was akeeper of sheep, but Cain
wasatiller of theground. And inthe processof timeit came
to passthat Cain brought an offering of thefruit of the ground
tothe Lord. Abel also brought of thefirstlings of hisflock
and of thefat. And the Lord respected Abel and hisoffering,
but He did not respect Cain and his offering. And Cain was
very angry, and his countenance fell. So the Lord said to
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Cain, Why are you angry? And why is your countenance
fallen?1f you do well, will you not be accepted?

Cainwasabeliever who turned from God. Cain wasthefirst-
bornwho wasto inherit the promises of God. Hewasalso a
worship leader for the family. When he worshipped, his
brother followed him. We also read in this chapter that the
Lord talked to him and he talked to God. Cain cannot be
classified asan unbeliever. Hewas abeliever who hardened
his heart and turned out of theway.

Cain began to backslide when he offered the wrong sacri-
fice. Wereadin 4:3, “ And in the process of timeit cameto
passthat Cain brought an offering of thefruit of the ground to
theLord.” From one perspective, his offering appeared to
be equal to hisbrother Abel’soffering. Cain wasafarmer so
he brought some of his produce as an offering. Abel wasa
shepherd and he brought one of hislambs. In the natural, the
offeringslooked equal. Each brought the fruit of hislabor.

People always have reasons by which they can justify their
course of action when they start to go on awrong path. Cain
was going hisown way. Hewas coming to God on hisown
terms. He brought an offering from the fruit of the ground,
but theLord had said in Genesis3:17, “ Cursed istheground.”
God cursed the ground, and Cain came with an offering from
thefruit of the ground that was cursed to worship God. God
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did not accept it. God does not accept our offering and wor-
ship unlesswe cometo him on histermsand the way he pre-
scribesit.

Often wetry to cometo God on our own terms. We offer our
sacrificethe way we want to, not theway God requires, but
he does not accept it. We are offering that whichis natural
and contaminated by the curse of sin.

So often, believerstry to servethe Lord with their own mind
and their own natural talents such as music. Yet, we cannot
bring peopleinto true worship and unto the holy mountain,
merely with our own natural musical talent. Perhapswe can
stimulate their emotions and entertain the people. Maybewe
can evenfill the church with young peoplewho will comefor
entertaining music and abeat. But then we are only offering
the worship of Cain. If God told us he did not accept our
offering, would we be highly offended and filled with great
wrath as Cain?If so, then our sacrifice of praiseisnot being
offered in the spirit of humility, but out of deep pride!

The offering that Cain brought was of thefruit of the cursed
ground. Therewas no revel ation given that God solicited this
kind of sacrifice. However, Abel brought an offering that was
according to revelation. He was coming to God on God's
terms, not his own. When Adam and Eve had sinned and
were aware of their nakedness, weread in Genesis 3:21 that
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the Lord clothed them with coats of animal skins.

Animal skinssignify the shedding of blood. God had insti-
tuted animal sacrificesasaway to cover sin. Abel recog-
nized thisand offered his sacrifice accordingly. Cain, how-
ever, was going hisown way and offering his own natural,
carnal offeringsto God. Yet, | saiah 55:8-9 declaresthat God's
ways are higher than our ways, and that our waysare not his
ways. Proverbs 14:12 warnsthat thereisaway that seems
right toaman, but itsend isthe way of death. The way of
Cain leadsto the error of Balaam, which leadsto death.

Abel’s offering was al so prophetic of Jesus Christ, the Lamb
of God—thetrue and perfect sacrifice. Abel’ ssacrificewas
acceptable becauseit revealed godly character, the nature of
thelamb which is meekness and submissiveness. Cain was
wroth when his offering wasrejected. He was not offering a
lamb, nor did he have the nature of alamb. If he had been
ready to havethe character of thelambin hislife, when his
offering wasrejected, hewould have turned in brokennessto
God.

Psalm 25:9tellsus: “the meek will Heteach Hisway.” If we
allow meeknessand humility toreigninour lives, in spite of
all our mistakes, God will lead us on. He can teach us and
put us back on track aslong as we are meek and we accept
his corrections, and humble enough to admit our faults.
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God did not respect Cain and his offering. When we do not
servetheLordintheright way, our servicewill not be blessed
or accepted by Him. Maybewe might try to launch outinto a
new ministry and find that God blows upon it, and it fails.
What will we do when we are confronted by failure and we
realize that we are going our own way, and doing the wrong
thing? Cain became very angry, depressed, and bitter.

We should understand what isreally at the bottom of anger,
depression, and bitterness. Cain probably felt justified from
anatural perspective. Perhaps he could have reasoned, “I
have worked just as hard as my brother to bring my offer-
ing.” Nevertheless, he held to his own way, and remained
very angry and sad. When we missthe mark, we must “ offer
thelamb” and humble ourselves before God and our spiritual
leaders. Offer humility and apology!

D.L. Moody was a preacher of righteousness who spoke
much on the subject of repentance. Someone once asked
him after hefinished preaching ahard message, “Why doyou
alwaysstrokethe cat’sfur the wrong way when you preach?’
Hereplied, “ The problem isthat the cat needsto turn around.”

How do we respond when we are reproved? If we harden
our heartsand alow evil attitudesto rise up within us, weare
walking intheway of Cain. What wasthefinal result of Cain’'s
refusal to hearken to the continual pleadings of the Spirit?
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Cain ended up murdering his brother because of anger and
jealousy (1 Jn. 3:12). Inthe Church today, there are many
who are going the way of Cain who are making their own
plansand doing their own agenda. What will betheir response
when they are not accepted by God and they are reproved
by the pastor or the church? Rarely will aperson kill the pas-
tor or the brother who isreproving them, but if we areangry
against a person, we can reject them and kill them in our
hearts.

Cain left the presence of God and became awanderer (Gen.
4:16). He was never planted or established by the Lord. If
we go theway of Cain and reject the reproofsthat God sends
into our life, wewill leave the presence of God to beawan-
derer.

OncetherewasaBible School graduate who cameto acer-
tain church and said to the pastor, “| really like your church
and would like to become a member. By the way, | have
written down alist of thingsthat | can do to help your church.
I’m agood song leader and Bibleteacher. | would beagood
assistant pastor, and | could even bethe senior pastor. | have
al of thesetalentsto offer you and your church.”

The pastor was cautiousto accept hisministry, and so asfast
asthisperson had flownin, healso flew out. Thisisawan-
derer! There are alot of Charismatic church hopperslike
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that who liketo go to new exciting conventions or gatherings
where they can “do their own thing.” But if they refuseto
become planted by God in alocal church, they are wander -
erswho aregoing intheway of Cain.

Many peopleleavethelr church and say something likethis:
“1 am leaving the problems behind. That pastor had prob-
lems, hedid not respect my ministry. | will have anew begin-
ning and find aplace that will respect my ministry and tal-
ents.” But thereisaseriousissueto consider here becauseif
aman or woman does not leave the church in agodly order
and with aright attitude, they are going theway of Cain. The
way of Cainwill cause usto run after the error of Balaam.
Thisisthe second step down. This accelerates the down-
ward plungeinto backdliding and falling away from God. Now
we must study how Balaam | et himself become deceived by
the deceitfulnessof sin.

TheError of Balaam

Balaam was one of the great prophets on the earth. Hewas
a descendant of Abraham who knew the Lord. In 2 Peter
2:16 heisreferred to as a prophet. He was not just a sor-
cerer. Ancient Jewish writingsrefer to him asaprophet who
wasasgreat as Moses. We can understand some of hisgreat-
ness when we study afew of the exalted prophecies he ut-
tered that reach down through the centuries.
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About 1500 years after his prophecy about the star coming
forth out of Jacob, hisprophecieswerestill being studied in
the Orient because they were genuine propheciesthat were
coming to pass. His prophecy about the Star that would arise
out of Jacob (Num. 24:17) was part of the guidance that the
wise men undoubtedly used when they went to Bethlehemto
worship Christ. Balaam was not an average, nominal believer
that dlipped into sin, but aspiritual giant. We need to beaware
that the Lucifers, Balaams, Sauls, and other great |eaders of
God can backslide, aswell asthe ordinary Christian.

In Numbers 22:9-14 it says. “ Then God cameto Balaam and
said, Who are these men with you? And Balaam said to God,
Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, has sent to me, say-
ing, Look, apeople has come out of Egypt, and they cover
theface of the earth. Come now, cursethem for me; perhaps
| shall be able to overpower them and drive them out. And
God said to Balaam, You shall not go with them; you shall not
cursethe people, for they are blessed. So Balaamroseupin
the morning and said to the princes of Balak, Go back to
your land, for the Lord has refused to give meleaveto go
with you. And the princes of Moab rose up and went to Balak,
and said, Balaam refusesto come with us.”

King Balak asked Balaam the prophet to come and cursethe
Israelites. The king knew that Balaam was a man of great
gpiritual power, and when he prophesied, those that he blessed
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became blessed, and those that he cursed became cursed.
Theking hoped that through the power of Balaam hewould
seethelsraelites defeated. Balaam talked to the L ord about
going, but the Lord said, no, you cannot go with them. | don’t
want you to cursethe I sraglites because they are blessed. So
Balaam went back and told the messengers he could not go.

In Numbers 22:15-18, Balak repeats his request to Balaam.
“Then Balak again sent princes more numerous and more hon-
orable than they. And they cameto Balaam and said to him,
Thus says Balak the son of Zippor, Please et nothing hinder
you from coming to me; for | will certainly honor you grestly,
and | will dowhatever you say to me. Therefore please come,
cursethispeoplefor me. Then Balaam answered and said to
theservantsof Balak, Though Balak wereto givemehishouse
full of silver and gold, | could not go beyond theword of the
Lord my God, to do lessor more.”

At first, thisappearsto bevery spiritual of Balaam. He said
hewould obey the Lord, even if Balak offered him ahouse
filled with silver and gold. However, Balaam was already en-
tertaining the thought of ahousefilled with silver and gold
because he had alust for money. Jude 1:11 tellsusclearly
that Balaam’ssin was greed. Heloved money, and the praise
and honor of man.

Balaam thought he could control hisiniquity, but what was
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the next thing he said in verse 19?7 Now therefore, please,
you also stay heretonight, that I may know what more the
Lord will [further] say to me.” Here we seetheiniquity of
Balaam surfacing. God has already told him he could not go
and cursethe Israglites, but when hewas given agreater of -
fer, hesaid, “Let me pray again and seewhat God might speak
thistime.” He aready knew thewill of God, but he was hop-
ing that through some circumstance God might change His
mind. Balaam’siniquity wasdeceiving him. Theterriblething
isthis—God may allow usto have our way if wekeep press-
ing Himfor permission.

If ason pleads, “Oh daddy, please, can | have abike?’ the
father might reply, “No, son, you are not old enough.” But
the child might ask repeatedly until the father gives permis-
sionto the child, even knowing that it may be dangerousfor
him. The prodigal son’sfather gave him hisinheritance, al-
though he knew he was not ready for it. Why? Because of
the son’sinsistence. We must be careful not to insist on hav-
ing something from God because He may giveit to us, even
to our own hurt.

In Ezekiel 14:4 it saysthat if we cometo inquire of God for
guidancewith anidol in our heart, then He will speak to us
according tothat idol in our heart. If welove something more
than God, He may give us what we want, but that isvery
tragic! If wewant moreof Christ and Hisway, Histruth, and
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Hislife, then that iswhat Hewill grant us! But if we are de-
termined to go our own way and have greed, covetousness,
or other sinsoperating inour life, Hemay give usthedesires
of our heart.

Continuingin Numbers22:20it says. “ And God cameto Balaam
at night, and saidto him, If themen cometo cal you, rissand go
withthem; but only theword which | speak toyou, that you shall
do.” Balaam was ready and eager to go when he heard this
second word from God.

Numbers 22:22 says, “ Then God’s anger was aroused be-
cause hewent, and the Angel of the Lord took Hisstand in
theway asan adversary against him. And hewasriding on
hisdonkey ...” God gave Balaam permission to go, yet He
was angry with Balaam because hewent. He allowed himto
go the way of Cain and to do his own thing, but God was
angry that hechoseto doit.

Balaam wasriding hisdonkey down the path, whilethe An-
gel of the L ord was standing there with the sword in hishand.
Balaam was thinking more about “ahousefilled with silver
and gold” than hewas about spiritual things. The donkey was
more spiritual than Balaam at thismoment. He saw the angel
and turned off the pathway to avoid him. Then Balaam was
very angry with the donkey.
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Numbers 22:23 says, “ Now the donkey saw the Angel of the
Lord standing in theway with Hisdrawn sword in His hand:
and the donkey turned aside out of the way and went into the
field. So Balaam struck the donkey to turn her back into the
road.” Thishappened threetimes. Balaam became so angry
with hiswayward donkey that he wished he had asword to
kill him! But then Balaam saw the Angel with the sword. Only
then did he understand that God was angry with a disobedi-
ent servant, and wasready to kill himwith the sword! Balaam
had been angry with the donkey for going out of the way, but
God wasfilled with righteous anger against His straying
prophet.

Numbers 22:34 says, “ And Balaam said to the Angel of the
Lord, | havesinned, for | did not know You stood in theway
against me. Now therefore, if it displeasesYou, | will turn
back.”

What wasreally working in Balaam’s heart? The Angel of
the Lord appeared with asword in His hand, ready to de-
stroy Balaam for being disobedient, and now Balaam was
tryingtodip aroundthesideagain! Hesaid, “1 did not realize
| wasdispleasing you; if you do not want meto go, then | will
not go.” But what washereally sayinginhisheart? - Lord,
if yousay | canstill go, | am headed for Moab and the house
full of silver and gold! Itisobviousthat hedid not repent with
hiswhole heart when we seewhat follows. Hewas still walk-
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inginerror. He had deceived himself into thinking he was
goingto Moab inthewill of God. After al, God told himto
continueinthat direction.

Numbers 22:35 then says, “ Then the Angel of the Lord said
to Balaam, Go with the men, but only theword that | speak
toyou, that you shall speak. So Balaam went with the princes
of Balak.” Balaam thought he was serving God when really
hewasonly following hisown lust. If we start to go our own
way and “do our ownthing” (asCain), it can lead usinto the
error of thinking that our agendais God's agenda!

Balaam decelved himsdlf into thinking that he had God'sbless-
ing. He did only prophesy what God told him, but he also
gave wicked counsel to theking of Balak. Balaam told them
to let the young women of Moab infiltrate the | sraelite camp
and lead them intoimmorality andidolatry, so that God'sjudg-
ment would fall upon Israel (cf. Rev. 2:14, Num. 25:1-8).
Balaam thought of away to try to obey God’sword and only
prophesy what God said, but also give ungodly counsel that
would bring him the reward he was hoping for. What wasthe
end result of Balaam? He thought he was the servant of God,
but hewas serving hisown greed and lusts.

Numbers 31:7-8 records, “And they warred against the
Midianites, just asthe Lord commanded Moses ... Balaam
the son of Beor they also killed with the sword.”
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God had aready warned Balaam that the sword of judgment
wasagainst him. But Balaam had gonehisownway, like Cain,
and had deceived himself through the error of hissin. This
still happenstoday. It iseasy to receive aprophecy that tells
uswhat we selfishly want to hear. Psalm 125:5 warns, “As
for such asturn asideto their crooked ways, the Lord shall
lead them away with theworkersof iniquity ... ” If weare
crooked in our ways and are going theway of Cain, whois
going to lead usto destruction? The Lord Himself!

It wasthe L ord that allowed Balaam to go to Moab. Hemade
it clear that He did not want Balaam to go, but when Balaam
pressed the Lord and begged like a selfish little child, the
Lord let him go. There are people who have propheciesand
words from God and they think that these are evidence of
God'sapproval of their livesasthey run after sin. It can truly
beaprophecy fromthe Lord, but it comes becausetheir heart
has been hardened and the error of Balaam has been at work.

Many times God tried to speak to them. There wasa higher
word from God which they ignored repeatedly. Perhapsthe
word wasrepent, submit, or wait. If wewill not learn to obey
God'sclear words, Hewill let usgo in the error of Balaam.
Wewill hear propheciesthat “justify” our sin or rebellion.
Ahab had 400 propheciesto confirm hisdirection, knowing
in hisheart they were al wrong.
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Second Thessalonians 2:11-12 tellsus, “... For thisreason
God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe
thelie, that they all may be condemned who did not believe
thetruth but had pleasurein unrighteousness.” God will alow
strong delusion to overtake unrighteousbelieversin theselast
days. Remember—the warning of the book of Judeisespe-
ciadly for thelast days. God will alow usto go into deception
if we do not love the truth or desire to go the way of the
Lamb.

We cannot trust in the fact that our ministry ispowerful, as
Balaam or Samson. God can bless our ministry, whileHeis
preparing the sword of judgment for our disobedience, un-
lesswe repent! The important question is, does our obedi-
ence measure up to our ministry?

| once heard a story about a drunk man that preached the
gospel to another alcoholic, and the second man got saved.
God blessed the ministry of thefirst alcoholic, but was not
showing Hisapproval upon hislife! God was only showing
Hisapproval upon HisWord.

Thethird part of Jude 1:11 refersto the end of the backdlider’s
road. Someone who goes the way of Cain, and becomes de-
ceived like Balaam, will end up dying likethosein Korah'sre-
bdlion.
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Dyingin Korah'sRebellion

Numbers16:1-3 - “Now Korah ... and Dathan and Abiram
... took men, and they rose up before M oses with some of
the children of Israel, two hundred and fifty leaders of the
congregation, representatives of the congregation, men of
renown. They gathered together against Moses and Aaron,
and said unto them, You take too much upon yourselves, for
al the congregation isholy, every one of them, and the Lord
isamong them. Why then do you exalt yourselves above the
congregation of theLord?’ Inverse 13, they accused M oses
of acting like aprince over them.

Theseleaderswerelooking for equality, for democracy. Maybe
they weresaying,” Hey pastor! Wearea | Christians, weall hear
from God! Why do you act likeabossover us?” Maybethey
were looking for team leadership and were saying, “Moses,
we'reall leaders! You need to share some of that authority. You
arebeingdictatoria intheway you runthe church.”

Inthisrebellion, Korah was not only able to influencethe
250 leaders, but also weread in Numbers 16:19 that “ Korah
gathered all the congregation against [Moses and Aaron].”
Thiswas not just asmall divisioninthe church. Thewhole
congregation was being turned against their senior and assis-
tant pastor! Korah turned 250 renowned |eaders against
Moses, and caused the whole assembly to oppose Moses



The Epistle of Jude 55

and Aaron. Whenever someoneisbacksiding or fallinginto
error, they will always speak against God’strue authority.
They will sow discord among the brethren to try to turn the
people away from God’s true leadership, unto themsel ves
(cf. Acts 20:30).

Numbers 16:28-35 showstheresult of therebellion. Korah,
Dathan, Abiram and their familiesall died in an earthquake,
and the 250 |leaders were consumed by fire from heaven.
God will always end up showing His approval on Histrue
anointed. God will vindicate those He hastruly positioned in
authority. Inthe middle of the conflict thisisoften very hard
to seel

Through the accounts of these three Old Testament apos-
tates, Jude shows usthe path of the backslider. It may start
out looking innocent as they try to serve and worship the
Lord their own way, like Cain. No one who starts to back-
dideisplotting agreat rebellion that will end in judgment and
death. But this path can lead to this! May we learn to be
careful of thelittle, hiddeniniquitiesthat can spring up inthe
garden of our heart. Let ustend to our garden daily, by God's
grace.

The path of the backdlider isthe opposite of following Christ
whois“theway, thetruth, and thelife.” The backslider fol-
lows hisown independent way (like Cain), and becomes de-
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ceived (like Baaam), until heendsup becoming judged in his
rebellion (like Korah). Thisjudgment can be spiritual death
or perhapseven natural death. Therefore, let uslearnin meek-
nessto follow God’sway. Thisisthe pathway of obedience.
Thispath will lead usinto the fullness of the truth, that will
bring usinto the abundant and eternal life of Jesus Christ!

1:13-14 - “ These are spots in your love feasts, while they
feast with you without fear, serving only themselves; they
are clouds without water, carried about by the winds; late
autumn treeswithout fruit, twice dead, pulled up by theroots;
raging waves of the sea, foaming up their own shame; wan-
dering starsfor whomisreserved the blackness of darkness
forever.” In these two verses Jude gives seven poetic de-
scriptions of the nature of a backslider. Each of these de-
scriptions are further expounded by other scriptures.

Spotsinverse 12 isbetter translated as sunken rocks. The
Greek word used here, “ spilades,” isnot used anywhere else
inthe New Testament for usto compareits meaning. But in
thefirst century, it was commonly used to mean “rocks” or
“sunkenrocks.”

By the fourth century thisword was used to mean “ spots,”
which isthe way the King James Version hastranslated it.
Both translations are possible, but the more probable oneis
“sunkenrocks’ or “hiddenreefs,” astrandlated in the NKJV
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margin, the NAS, and other trandations.

Inthisfirst poeticimage we have the thought that the back-
slider isa hidden danger to others. Weread in 1 Timothy
1:19 that a Christian can make shipwreck of their faith, and
as sunken rocksor ahidden reef can unexpectedly cause a
shipwreck, abackslider can seek to silently destroy thefaith
of others. They can beahidden danger duringthe“lovefeasts’
(or communion services) when everyone may ook apious
Christian.

Spots (hidden reefs) in Your Feasts

These backsliderswere partaking of the love feastswhich
the early Christians had during communion. Peoplelikethese
can partake of acommunion servicein your church and have
fellowship with the other members, and |ook just like one of
the brethren. But all the while they are hidden reefswaiting
to piercethrough someone’slifeto causethemto sink in ship-
wreck. Subtly they will sow seeds of discord into the hearts
of those around them to underminetheir faith, and to erode
confidenceintheir pastor.

First John 1:7tellsus: “But if wewalk inthelight, asHeisin
thelight, we havefellowship onewith another.” Many people
do not basetheir fellowship on being with those who arewalk-
inginthelight. Instead, they basetheir fellowship on being with
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those who have a similar amount of light. It isour obedience
tothelight that our fell owship should be based upon.

Sometimes| have had wonderful fellowship with Christians
who have come from denominationsthat are not “full gos-
pel.” Many of them have not had good teaching, and have
not had the same amount of light given to them that we have.
But they were sincerely seeking towalk in thelight they pos-
sessed, and our fellowship in the Lord has been very special.

There are other timeswhen | have been with Pentecostals
who have seen the deeper truths and revelations, but | can-
not have fellowship with them because they have allowed sin
and iniquity to corrupt their lives.

If I have fellowship with them and have my spirit open, they
could impart their rebellionand iniquity intomy life. They have
had morelight, but they are not walking init. Thus, they are
walking in darkness.

They attend worship services and say praisethe Lord, and
appear to be fine on the surface, but they are hidden reefs
who havewrong motivesfor seeking fellowship. Some come
to church, seeking to bring in afalse teaching, or to plant
bitterness, rebellion, doubt, and lust into any heartsthat are
open and unsuspecting. There are many motivesthat bring
someoneto achurch service. Therefore, let usbe alert and
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only havefellowship with thosewho arewalking inthelight,
not necessarily those who havereceived alot of light.

Serving (or feeding) Only Themselves

The second description of the backslider (NKJV) isthat they
are“serving only themselves.” The KJV translatesthisas
“feeding themselves,” whilethe NIV says* shepherdswho
feed only themselves.” A good trandation herewould be“ salf-
ish shepherds.” In Ezekiel 34:1-16 we read about these self-
ish shepherds. They are not trying to hel p the sheep; they are
only using and abusing them for their own gain. The nature of
Christ working within atrue believer will causehimto desire
only to serve and help others, but abackslider only has self-
ish motivesin everything he does.

Clouds Without Water

Thethird poetic description of the backslider, isthat they are
like* cloudswithout water.” Proverbs25:14 tellsus*Who-
ever falsely boasts of giving islike cloudsand wind without
rain.” Thereareindividualswho mix themselvesamong the
people of God and boast that they have aministry, but they
arejust cloudswithnorain. Thereisnorain of the Holy Spirit
released through their empty words or their empty lives. A
truegift or ministry will have good results (Deut. 32:1-2).
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“ Carried About by Winds’

Thefourth description of abackslider isthis—heisonewho
is carried about by the winds. The word for wind in the
Greek isthe sameword used for spirit. Just asempty clouds
are carried about by the winds, these backslidersare driven
by evil spirits. In Ephesians 2:2, Satan isreferred to as“the
prince of the power of the air.” Not only does he want to
drivethe backslider in aimlessdirections asan empty cloud,
he also blows many winds of false doctrine upon him.
Ephesians4:14 tellsus“that we should no longer be chil-
dren, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of
doctrine, by thetrickery of men, in the cunning craftiness by
whichthey lieinwait to deceive.”

We do not want to be carried about by every new wind of
doctrinethat blows around, because not every new doctrine
and revelation comesfrom God. Some of the doctrinesthat
blow through the Church comefrom evil spirits. Thesewinds
of false doctrine move through backslidden Christians and
big-name ministerswho are backslidden.

First John 4:1 exhorts: “do not believe every spirit, but test
the spirits, whether they are of God ...” We must learn to
discern whether anew doctrine or fad that isblowing through
thebody of Christisfrom thewind of the Holy Spirit or from
thewind of the prince of the power of theair!
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“ Trees Whose Fruit Withereth, Without Fruit”

Thefifth description of the backdlider isthat heislikealate
autumn tree without fruit. A fruit tree should bear fruitinits
season, intheautumn. If itisnot fruitful then, itisadead tree.
Backdlidden Christians are those who once had fruit but their
fruit haswithered. Thefruit of the Spirit haswitheredin their
lives.

“Twicedead” speaks of the second death mentioned in the
Book of Revelation (2:11, 20:14, 21:8). Before our new birth,
wewere all dead in trespasses and sins. After new birth we
are made alive. To be twice dead means a Christian who
wasmadealivehasdied againandiseternaly lost. Thisisthe
second death.

Psalm 1:3 tellsusthat the godly Christian should be*“likea
tree planted by theriversof water, that bringsforthitsfruitin
itsseason.” Not every season of our Christian lifewill bring
forth fruit, but aswelearnto abidein Christ we shall become
fruitful at the appropriatetimes.

In Luke 13:6-9, our Lord Jesustaught the parable of thefig
tree. Thefig tree had not been fruitful after threeyears. The
keeper interceded and said, “ Giveit another year and seeif it
will bear fruit, andif not, then cut it down.” Christ, of course,
was referring to the nation of Israel. Thetime had comefor
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Israel to bring forth the fruits of repentance when John the
Baptist was raised up to prepare the way of the Lord (Mt.
3:8-10). Becausethey did not, the nation wasjudged by God
and cut off. John the Baptist warned them, “theax islaid to
theroot of thetrees.” So herewe seethat not only anindi-
vidual backdlider, but al so abacksidden nation can bejudged
by God and cut off.

Raging Waves of the Sea, Foaming Up Their Own Shame

The sixth description of abackdider isonewho hasno peace.
He is like the raging waves of the sea, foaming up their
own shame. Thisreminds us of Isaiah 57:20, which says, “
...thewicked arelikethe troubled sea, when it cannot rest,
whosewaterscast up mireand dirt.”

James 1:6, 8 dlsotellsus”... hewho doubtsislike awave of
the seadriven and tossed by thewind ... A double minded
manisunstableinall hisways.”

Backdlidersare double-minded and void of peace. They know
they should not continuein their sins, but they also continue
to make excuses to justify their ways. “ Foaming up their
own shame” refersto the corruption and filth that is stirred
up by theconflictsintheir lives, just asfoamand dirtisstirred
up by therestlesswaves.
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Wandering Sars

Thelast description of the apostate in Jude's Epistleisthat
they are “ wandering starsfor whomisreserved the black-
ness of darkness forever.” A wandering star refers to a
comet. A comet isasmall planetoid or meteor that has a
highly elliptical orbit around the sun. Thismeansthat asit
circlesthesun, it will usually befar away fromit, although it
will draw near the sun perhapsonceinaman’slifetime.

When the comet comes close to the sun, the sun meltsthe
frozen water that the comet ispartially made of, and atail of
water vapor forms behind it. The comet then becomes very
bright for ashort season, and can sometimeseven beseenin
the daylight. But because it does not have a balanced orbit
like the planets, it will soon be drawn back into the black
darkness of outer space, even though for ashort timeit shined
brightly and gave the earth somelight.

Backsliders can belikethis. Thereisaseason where they
draw closeto the Lord, and light up brightly. People may
say, “Look, itsashining new believer” or “Thereisanew
man of God.” But if that person does not have astable course
and isnot properly balanced, they can backslide after asea-
son of glory and return to wander about in the darkness of
deceptionand sin.
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Themain theme of Judeisbeing “kept” or “preserved.” Itis
repeated in this phrase but in anegative sense. These back-
diders, like wandering stars, have the blackness of darkness
“reserved” for them. Thisword, “phulasso” in the original
Greek, isthe sameword translated “ preserved” inverse 1.

Inverse6itis“keep” and “reserved,” and “keep” inverse
21. Heretheword isused the sameway it wasused in verse
6. Thisisto emphasize the eternal judgment that awaitsthe
backslider when they are “ cast out into outer darkness,” as
our Lord also warned in Matthew 8:12.

Whilethisisthefate of thewandering stars,” itisnot thefate
of therighteous, who are spoken of in Daniel 12:3 as* stable”
stars. “Those who are wise shall shinelike the brightness of
thefirmament; and those who turn many to righteousnesslike
the starsforever and ever.” Thosewho are stableintheLord
will shineforever inglory and power likethe starsof heaven,
asPaul also confirmsin 1 Corinthians 15:40-43.

1:14-15 - * Now Enoch, the seventh [ generation] fromAdam,
prophesied about these men also, saying, Behold, the Lord
comes with ten thousands of His saints, to execute judg-
ment on all, to convict all who are ungodly among them of
all their ungodly deeds which they have committed in an
ungodly way, and of all the har sh things which ungodly sin-
ners have spoken against Him.”
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ThisisEnoch’s prophecy of judgment. Jude quoted thisfrom
the Book of Enoch. He brought this prophecy into the Bible
from a book that was not considered canonical. Enoch was
prophesying that theLord iscoming to bring judgment uponthese
ungodly menfor all of their wicked deeds. Jude’sreferenceto
theungodly hereisnot the unbeliever. From the context, heis
speaking of men and women who once walked in the path of
righteousness, and then turned away from God. Judeiswarning
the believersabout thefearful judgment that awaitsthosewho
turnfrom God untofolly.

Enoch only has two recorded prophecies in the Word of
God—the one herein Jude, and the other in Genesis 5:22 at
the naming of hisson Methuselah. Enoch prophetically named
hisfirstborn son Methusel ah, whose name means. “ At hisdeath
shall betheflowing forth of thewaters.” When Enoch'sfirst
sonwas born he understood that when this son died, thejudg-
ment of God was going to be sent to the world. The Lord
caused Methuselah to live longer than any other man (969
years) to display Hislongsuffering and mercy, as Peter says
in 2 Peter 3:9. But in the year that Enoch’s son died, the
flood came and destroyed the world.

Both of Enoch’s prophecieswere about the judgment of God.
Onewas about the judgment of the flood, and the other about
the judgment at Christ’s Second Coming. These revelations
caused Enoch to fear the Lord and to learn to walk with God.
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Heentered into such anintimate rel ationship with God that he
never died. Hewastrand ated into heaven and al so missed the
judgment of theflood! Inasimilar fashion, weneed to havethe
fear of theLordworking inour ownlives. Thiscanhelpuslearn
towalk with God and al so escape the judgment at the Second
Coming of Chrigt.

1:16- * These are murmurers, complainers, walking accord-
ing to their own lusts; and they mouth great swelling words,
flattering people to gain advantage.”

Hereisafurther description of the man or woman who be-
ginsto stray from the Lord. Their words become more and
more negative and critical, but they can still speak very
positively when they want to flatter someone for their own
advantage. Flattery alwayswants something inreturn.

We have an example of abackslider conducting himself in
this manner in 1 Kings 22:6-25. In this account we see a
backslidden prophet named Zedekiah prophesying glorious
victory for the evil king Ahab. Thetrue prophet, Micaiah,
had adifferent revelation. He saw that God had purposely
sent an evil spirit to deceive wicked Ahab so that he might be
destroyed in the battle. Zedekiah then came up to Micaiah
and struck him on the face, and said, “Which way did the
Spirit of the Lord go from meto speak to you?”’



How does afalse prophet become afalse prophet? The an-
swer is quite simple. A false prophet is a person who has
once known the true anointing and the true spirit of proph-
ecy, but has gradually drifted away from God into afalse
anointing. Zedekiah was such aman. Hehad knowntheanoint-
ing and the spirit of prophecy, but the divine Spirit had de-
parted from him and gone to someone who had fully followed
theLord.

Micaiah was not tolerating the mixture around him, and was
standing firm with the Lord in the midst of Ahab’s corrupt
kingdom. But backslidden Zedekiah had tried to flatter the
king to gain advantage and promotion, even while he was
complaining against Micaiah. Backsliderswill both complain
and flatter because they are not abiding in thetruth, and are
unableto speak rightly to each person. We need to abidein
Christ so that we will not speak with adoubletongue.
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PART 3

EXHORTATIONSTO
THE FAITHFUL

Verses17-23

Jude now beginsto turn hisattention to thefaithful believersto
whom heiswriting. Hereferstothemas“beloved” inverses17
and 20. First he sumsup thewarningshe hasalready givenin
verses 17-19, beforetelling them how they should respond to
theminverses20-23.

After warning us about the dangers of backsliding and the
perilsof hidden iniquity, Jude changes hisemphasis of warn-
ing to one of encouragement, saying, “But you, beloved...”
Jude believed we could be spared from the pitfalls of evil if
we hearkened to the message of the Spirit. Paul implied the
samething when hesaid: “ But, beloved, we are confident of
better things concerning you” (Heb. 6:9). Let usalsolearnto
carefully balance serious warningswith positive encourage-
ments.

In his epistle, Jude begins and ends on a positive note. He
startswith encouragement before he went into hismain mes-
sage of warning. He begins by affirming that we are “pre-
servedin Jesus Christ” and endshisepistle by saying, “Heis
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ableto keep usfrom falling and to present usfaultlessbefore
thethrone.” He does not leave hisreadersin despair or anx-
iousfear, although themain emphasisand burden of theletteris
awarning.

A. Remember the Apostles Warnings, verses 17-19

1:17-18 - “ But you, bel oved, remember the wordswhich were
spoken before by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ, how
they told you that there would be mockers in the last time
who would walk according to their own ungodly lusts.”

Thisisvery similar to 2 Peter 3:3, where Peter wrote that
“scofferswould comein thelast days, walking according to
their own lusts.” Aswe mentioned in theintroduction, Jude
either had read thisletter by Peter, or else knew Peter’steach-
ingsvery well. Heisadding hisconfirmation to Peter’ swords
that in thelast days peoplewill mock thethings of the Lord,
and specifically they will mock the message of God'’ sjudg-
ment. Many want to deceive themselvesinto believing that
thereisno judgment to come.

Onetimel saw ademon inspecting the bookshelf of aChris-
tian. Hewas saying to himself, “I’m glad the Millenniumis
here, and all of thejudgments have passed.” Thisevil spirit
had convinced himself of the amillennial doctrine which
teaches that we are already in the Millennium. He did not
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want to believethat the day of judgment wasstill coming when
Satan and all of the demonswill be completely bound and
cast into the pit. He did not want to believe that there was
going to be more punishment for him, so he deceived himself.
Hewaslooking through this Christian’s bookshelf to try to
find any false premise upon which he could“ comfort” himself
inhisanguish.

Backsliders do the same thing. They do not want to think
about coming judgments. Therefore, they mock the thought
of judgment, and deceive themselvesin an attempt to find
peace and enjoyment intheir livesof sin. Thefaithful believ-
ers, however, should do the opposite. We should continually
remember these warnings, and cherish them. In doing this,
thefear of God will encourage us, and Hiswisdomwill pre-
serve us, so that we can enjoy walking with God in righ-
teousness.

1:19- “ These are sensual persons, who cause divisions, not
having the Spirit.”

Apostates are sensual (soulish or earthly). The Spirit of God
has departed from them, and they can no longer flow with the
righteous Christianswho keep the unity of the Spirit (Eph.
4:3). They have departed from the true anointing to follow
the spirit of antichrist. In 1 John 2:19 it says: “they went out
from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us,
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they would have continued with us.” We must be men and
women who retain the Spirit of God. Then wewill keep rank
together asthetriumphant army of God that will overcomein
these last days.

First Corinthians 11:19 says: “ There must also be factions
among you, that those who are approved may be recognized
among you.” God usesdivisionsand splitsnot only to judge
those of awrong spirit, but to also reveal which ones are
approved of God.

B. Strengthen your faith, ver ses20-21

1:20-21 - * But you, beloved, building your selves up on your
most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves
in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus
Christ unto eternal life.”

Thisverse showshow weareto build agodly life. It requires
morethan just “ contending for thefaith,” asit saysinverse 3.
We must not only defend ourselves, we must also build our-
selvesupinthefaithin order to bebalanced. Nehemiahand his
men used their swords (for defense) and their trowel s (to build)
asthey restored wallsof Jerusalemin Nehemiah 4:17.

Prayinginthe Spiritisanimportant way to build ourselvesup. |
Corinthians14:4tellsusthat speaking intonguesedifiesor builds
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uptheindividua believer. Aswepray intongues, theHoly Spirit
ispraying through us, and agreater anointing andfaithisbeing
released through us. Thisisan important way for usto keep
ourselvesfar away from the path of the backdider.

Inverse21, weaso havethe exhortationto “keep yourselves.”
We have seen earlier how thisword “keep” isakey themeinthe
book of Jude. Whileverse 1tellsusit is Christ who keepsus,
wearetold herethat we havearesponsbility to keep ourselves.
Man hasbeen given afreewill. We have aresponsibility tore-
spond to the grace of God. Thisimportant truth must be prop-
erly emphasized to maintain abaanced Chrigtianlife.

Wearetold, “keep yourselvesinthelove of God.” John 15:10
explainsto ushow we may keep ourselvesin Hislove. Jesus
said: “If you keep My commandments, you will abidein My
love.” We should remember the rebellious angelswho did
not keep God's commandments. Therefore, instead of abid-
ingin God'slove, they havefallen into His eternal wrath.
Obedienceisthekey toremaining in God’slove and favor.

Then Judetells usto be* looking for the mercy of our Lord
JesusChrigt untoeternd life.” Thisrefersto Christ’ssecond com-
ing. This“looking for” isalso used in Titus 2:13, whereweread:
“Looking for the blessed hope and gl orious appearing of our
great God and Savior Jesus Christ.” Heiscoming to show us
Hisabundant mercy. Christianswho arelivingright arenot afraid
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of Christ’scoming. Therighteousareasbold asalion. Righ-
teousbelieverslook forward to the coming of their Heavenly
Bridegroom. They gain encouragement and joy asthey eagerly
await Hisreturn. It istheunbelieversand the unrepentant believ-
erswho dread the day of judgment.

C. Seck to Rescue the Backsliders, ver ses 22-23

1:22-23 - “ And on some have compassion, making a dis-
tinction; but others save with fear, pulling them out of the
fire, hating even the garment defiled by the flesh.”

After telling us how we can build up our own spiritual lives,
Judetellsusin these next two verses how we can build up
the spiritual livesof others. First we haveto major on build-
ing godly character in our ownlives. Thenwecan builditin
others. The foundation of our life must be stable beforewe
can haveagodly ministry to others. Thereare Christianswho
overemphasizeand “idolize’ theministry. Building godly char-
acter before ministry isthe proper balance. This should be
our emphasis. The apostle Paul alwaysfocused on the per-
sondl lifeof theminister first, thentheministry (cf. Acts20:28,
1Tim. 4:16).

Proverbs16:32 says, “Hewhoisdow to anger isbetter thanthe
mighty, and hewho ruleshis spirit than hewho takesacity.”
Most people think that an evangelist who can take acity for



Christisagreat person. Proverbsteachesthat it isagreater feat
to beableto control our own spirit thanto conquer awholecity.
What doesit profit if aman can gain thewholeworld, but he
loseshisown soul?What doesit profit if wecan shinein splen-
dor likeablazing comet, but end up backdiding and wandering
off into darkness? God'’ s pattern from the very beginningis
that we should build character before ministry. “Then God
said, Let Usmake man in Our image, after Our likeness: and
let them have dominion” (Gen. 1:26). God first wantsto build
character within us before He will say,” Let them have do-
minion.” Thisiswhat Jude also teaches. Hefirst encourages
the believersin verses 20-21 to build themselves up, then he
encourages them to reach out to thelost and backsliddenin
verses 22-23.

Verse 22 can aso be translated, “ have mercy on some, who
aredoubting,” asit saysintheNAStrandation. Whenwemin-
ister to others, Judefirst encouragesusto reach out tenderly to
the confused and weak who arein danger of backsliding. We
areto strengthen theweak, after we havefirst strengthened our-
selves! When theresurrected Christ appeared to doubting Tho-
mas, Hedid not rebuke Thomas, but lovingly encouraged him
(Jn. 20:24-29). |saiah 42:3 prophesied of thisattitudein minis-
try, saying: “abruised reed Hewill not break, and smoking flax
Hewill not quench.”

Verse 23 describes how to reach out to those who are delib-
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erately sinful. When wetry to rescue the rebelliouswho are
headed straight for hell, we must take adifferent attitude.
“And others save with fear.” We must remind them of the
terrors of eternal judgment in the lake of fire. Paul said:
“Knowing theterror of the Lord, we persuade men” (2 Cor.
5:11). Tominister to these sinners, we need to have the anoint-
ing of thefear of God and ahatred for sin. Thefear of God
can help them desireto flee from evil, and preserve usfrom
being contaminated by their corruption (Prov. 16:6).

In Zechariah 3:1-5, we have an example of “pulling them out
of thefire.” Inthisaccount, the Lord rebuked Satan to cause
the high priest to bereleased from Satan’s clutches. Thus, he
was as abrand plucked from thefire. When we seek to res-
cueasinner, oftentherewill haveto be spirituad warfareagainst
the evil spiritsthat are holding himin bondageto hissins.
“ Hating even the garment [spotted] by the flesh” is the
thought of keeping ourselves at the utmost distance from what
isor appearsto beevil. Itisavoiding all that leadsto sin or
that lookslikesin (1 Thes. 5:22).
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PART 4

CLOSING DOXOLOGY

\erses 24-25

1:24-25 - “ Now to Himwho is able to keep you from stum-
bling, and to present you faultless before the presence of His
glory with exceeding joy, To God our Savior, who aloneis
wise, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now
and for ever. Amen.”

Jude now closeshisletter with aconfident declaration of praise.
The Christian doesnot need to livein fear of falling into de-
ception and sin; he does not need to feel anxious and inse-
cure. Thisiswhere we need to discern between holy fear,
and phobia. Thedivinefear of the Lord will keep usfrom
evil; but natural, human fear or phobiaweakens us. Remem-
ber, we have chosen to be on the Lord’s side, and our help
comesfrom the Lord who made heaven and earth!

The Lord is able to keep us from stumbling or falling, as
wefirst saw in Jude 1:1. At the end of hisletter, Judeagain
brings us back to thistruth to cause usto run our Christian
race with courage, confidence, and strength. “Let usrunwith
patience the racethat is set before us, L ooking unto Jesus,
the author and finisher of our faith” (Heb. 12:1b - 2aKJV).
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Just asarunner can bedistracted and can stumbleif helooksat
the other runnersaround him, Jude wantsto keep our focuson
the finish line, on the end of our race. We can be presented
“ faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding

joy.”

Thethought of being presented faultless before God can re-
mind us of when Esther had to go and stand before the king
on histhrone. She was afraid she would perish unless the
golden sceptre was held out to her in mercy. But when she
came dressed in her royal robes, the king saw her faultless
before his presence as his chosen queen. Inasimilar way, as
wewash our robesin the blood of the Lamb and are clothed
with Hisrighteousness, we will be ableto approach the Lord
asHisspotlessand holy bride (Rev.19:7-8). Thisisthe as-
surance we havefor those who walk uprightly. Jude encour-
ages usthat wewill be ableto boldly approach Histhrone of
grace, with exceeding joy!

Inverse 25, Judefinisheshisletter by ascribing to God eter-
nal glory, majesty, dominion, and power. Thisissimilar to
Paul’snote of wonder and prai se when he finished writing of
God'splan of salvationinthebook of Romans: “ Oh, the depth
of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!
How unsearchable are Hisjudgments and Hisways past find-
ingout ... For of Him, and through Him, and to Him are all
things, to whom be glory forever, amen.” (Rom. 11:33-36).
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The more we understand God’sworkings and follow them,
then the more we will also see of His glory, wisdom, and
power. Unto thisglorious God let usfix our heartsinfaith,
obedience, and praise!
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