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Ritual or Relationship
Introduction

From the beginning of time man has entreated God's favor. Man's attempt to please God,
however, has often been on his own terms, using his own resources. Adam tried to cover his
sin and the shame of his nakedness with fig leaves, but God would only accept what He
Himself had provided for a covering—the skins of animals. Of course, animal skins imply
that the shedding of innocent blood was required. Likewise, God could not accept Cain or
his offering because of the wrong condition of his heart. Romans 10:2-3 describes man's
endeavor to come to God his own way.

Faith isthe Basis of Every Blessing

What does God really want from man? How can we please Him and open His heart unto us?
The first step is faith for “without faith it is impossible to please Him” (Heb.11:6). When
Jesus was asked: “What shall we do that we might work the works of God?’ His simple
reply was, “Believe on him whom God has sent” (Jn. 6:28,29). Faithisarelationship! Itis
acondition of heart. Paul taught us that “faith works by love” (Gal. 5:6). Faith, therefore, can
only operate in a soft heart. It “works’ by love.

Forgiveness is based upon faith in the One who paid our debt upon the cross. Therefore,
salvation isreceived by faith. The gift of the Holy Spirit isreceived by faith. Healing for our
bodies is received by faith, and provision for our needs is by faith. As a matter of fact,
everything we receive from God is by grace through faith. Even coming into Christian
perfection is by a walk of faith through our union and communion with Jesus Christ.
“We are complete in Him” as Paul tells us in Colossians 2:10. Does Christian perfection
come by ritual (something we bring about by our works) or does it come by arelationship of
faith? Thisiswhat Paul’s Epistleto the Galatiansisal about. Thereisonly onething that God
wants and that is “a new creature”, a changed heart (Gal. 6:15). Traditions and unnecessary
do's and don't's have no power to change our heart. In fact, they strengthen afallen nature.

Not Sacrifices and Rituals, But a Listening, Obedient Heart

“For | spake not unto your fathers, nor commanded them in the day that | brought them out of
the land of Egypt, concerning burnt offerings or sacrifices: But thisthing commanded | them,
saying, Obey my voice” (Jer. 7:22-23, 11:7). God ingtituted all of the animal sacrifices on
Mount Sinai just several months after Israel made their exodus from Egypt (cf. Ex.19:1-6).
These offeringswere merely figures of the sacrifice Christ would make upon the cross many
centurieslater. God madeit very clear at thetime Hebrought Israel out of Egypt that His heart
was not concerned with the offerings and sacrifices of animals. He was interested in another
kind of sacrifice—the sacrifice of obedience (Ex.19:5). He wanted a people who listened in
their hearts, and then obeyed out of arelationship of love. Thisisthe true sacrifice, and thisis
the path that brings a believer unto perfection.
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King David recognized this truth, for he declared, “ Sacrifice and offering thou didst not
desire; mine ears hast thou opened” (Psa. 40:6-7). David understood the heart of God. He
realized that God had no pleasure in theritual of animal sacrifices, but in men with listening
ears and responding hearts. Itisarelationship of obedience, faith, and love that God desires,
not lifeless rituals.

This was the lesson Paul was trying to impress upon the gullible Galatian churches, who in
recent months had “fallen from grace.” The Galatians were now listening wholeheartedly to
legalists who had crept into their congregations and persuaded them to go back to all of the
rituals and customs of the Old Testament, aregimethat Peter aptly describesas*“ayokewhich
neither we nor our fathers were able to bear” (Acts 15:10). Having begun their walk in the
Spirit, they were now trying to be made perfect by the flesh (Gal. 3:3). They had turned from
a Gospel of faith (which produces the beautiful fruits of the Spirit) unto a system of works.

Wrong Doctrine - An Evil Spirit

Paul exclaimed, “Who hath bewitched you [or who has cast a spell over you] that you should
not obey thetruth?’ (Gal. 3:1). So persuasive were the Judaizersfrom Jerusalem that they were
able to turn the hearts of the Galatians against their spiritual father and bring them under the
spell and delusion of another spirit. Such is the power and venom of awrong doctrine! False
doctrine is more than a wrong concept; it is energized by an evil spirit. What did this new
doctrine of the Judaizers produce? Certainly it was not the fruit of the Spirit, but contention and
pride and a devouring of one another. 1t was not long before the love of God and the joy of the
Lord and the movings of the Spirit had diminished in their services and in their personal lives.
They had replaced a life and walk in the Spirit for a system of do's and don't's. They had
received another gospel—another Jesus—another spirit. (cf. 2 Cor.11:4).

Paul continued his protest by using several arguments. Abraham, the father of the Jewish
nation, was justified by faith, not works. He was justified by faith before he was circumcised,
and he was justified by faith long before the Law of Moses was given. Even during the age of
the Law the prophet Habakkuk emphasized relationship, saying, “Thejust shall live by faith.”

The Law is Good But Only Reveals Our Problem

The Law was given to define sin. “By the law is the knowledge of sin.” The Law was a
“curse” in that it could only show man what was wrong, yet offered him no power to change
his problem. A No Smoking sign is good, but it only aggravates the craving for nicotinein a
smoker. It does not give him any power to stop his habit. Thisis the reason Paul callsit “the
curse of thelaw.” The law is good, but it gave men no power to keep it. However, the New
Covenant of faith does supply that power to change.

“Thelaw made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of abetter hope did, by the which we draw
nigh unto God” (Heb.7:19). Thelaw wasgood, but the law by itself was unable to make men
perfect. The bringing in of “a better hope” refers to the New Covenant which enables us to
draw nigh to God, to come into His presence and be transformed.
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This is the covenant of faith/relationship, the covenant that baptizes us in the Holy Spirit,
that opens the veil and beckons us to come into an intimate fellowship with God. Today we
have an access to God that was not possible in the time of the Law. When Paul said he was
“dead to the law” in Galatians 2:19, he meant that he had turned from the Law as a means of
salvation. He could never look again to the Old Testament rituals as aground for acceptance as
he had in the past.

The Law Pointed to the Promised Redeemer Who Would Open the Inheritance

The Law looked ahead to a promised Redeemer. This Redeemer would pay man's debt, give
power over sin, and open arich eternal inheritance. Therefore, the people under the Law were
heirs of something better to come. Paul likened the Old Covenant Law to a schoolmaster that
tutored a child who was heir to arich estate. While he isaminor, the child/heir ranks no higher
than aservant. Heisunder tutors and disciplinarians until he reachesthe age of maturity, then he
receives the inheritance. When Christ came with the New Covenant of faith, the young heir
became of age (having learned hislessons well) and recelved the inheritance. Heisno longer in
grade school under the Law with all the tutors and disciplinarians, but now he has graduated.
Therefore, Paul asks the Galatians, “After you have come of age and received the inheritance,
why are you going back to grade school to be under tutors again, and forfeiting your estate?
Why do you want to go back to the Law?’ “How turn ye again to the weak and beggarly
elements whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage? Ye observe days, and months, and times,
and years’ (Gal. 4:9-10).

A Comparison of the Old and New Covenants

The Apostle Paul then uses an allegory to compare the Old and New covenants. He does so
by using two women and the sons they bore. Abraham had two wives, Hagar and Sarah.
Hagar represents the Old Covenant. She was a bondwoman and her son was born of bondage.
Sarah, a free woman, represents the New Covenant. Her son was born of freedom.

Ishmael was born of the flesh. This means his birth was something engineered by man and
something man could produce (Gen.16:1-4). He represents the works of the Law. But Isaac
was born of the Spirit. Hisbirth required amiracle for Sarah was beyond the years of bearing.
Isaac was born as aresult of a promise, and it required a miracle of grace and faith. Ishmael
was born as a result of impatience and man's natural thinking. Ishmael was something man
could produce, but Isaac was something that only God could bring forth. And herein is the
critical difference between the Old and New Covenants. One is based upon works (what man
can do) while the other is based upon promise which is inherited by faith. Paul said to the
Galatians, “You were born of Sarah, not Hagar.”—Why regress to that inferior spiritua line?

The Crossisan Offense—Thereisno Glory for Me

The cross is an “offense” to a legalist and anyone else whose motives are not pure. It is
offensive because it deprives a person of glory. The crosstakes away all boasting. A legalist
boasts in what he can do and earn and accomplish in his own strength: fasting, religious
activities, works, traditions, rituals, observance of holy days, dress, foods, disassociations,
and much more.
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* To glory in the flesh—is to boast in what | can do.
* To have confidence in the flesh—isto rely on what | can do.
* To make afair show in the flesh—is a displaying and parading of what | can do.

What is the fruit of legalism? Legalism produces pride and criticism, for the legalist looks
down upon others who have not worked as hard as he has. A legdlist, in trying to be the
greatest keeper of the law, becomes the greatest violator of the law because he is unable to
keep the most important commandment of all—the law of love. The whole law is summed
up in one statement: to “love our neighbor as ourself.” Love is the fulfilling of the law
(Rom.13:8-10, Gal. 5:14).

A believer who inherits God's promises does so by a walk of faith. He is not able to glory in
himself. He can only glory in the cross. “God forbid that | should glory, [except] in the cross
of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Gal. 6:14). Thisperson givesall glory to God for the spiritual work
of circumcision that God has performed in his heart. On the contrary, the legalist hates the
life of faith. He wants something he can see and feel and do. He wants something tangible to
glory in, something he may lay claim to, something he has worked for and earned. The Jews
did thiss They majored in physical circumcision (Gal. 6:12,13). But while they focused on
the external, they failed to understand the spiritual implications of circumcision that involved
a work of redemption accomplished in the heart by God's Sword (Rom. 2:28,29). They
worshipped the symbol but ignored the meaning of the symbol. In contrast, Paul emphasized
the internal unseen work of God in the heart (Gal. 6:15).

Christian Liberty isNever aLicenseto be Lawless

While we are on the subject of Christian liberty, | would like to add this essential thought.
The theology in Paul's epistles is sometimes misunderstood and used for a license to sin.
When Paul said he was “dead to the law” and that “we are not under the law” or “free from
thelaw,” heis not teaching us to be lawless. He is simply saying that we cannot rely on the
Old Testament as a means of salvation or perfection, and that the Old Testament ceremonies
are outdated. Quite to the contrary, histheology exhorts us to have the law fulfilled in usin
spirit (cf. Rom. 8:4, 13:8-10). He reminds the Galatians that every man will “reap what he
sows.” After enumerating the seventeen works of the flesh in Galatians 5:19-21, he warns
that “they that do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.” Thisisanother way of
saying, “ Thou shalt not commit adultery, fornication, murder, drunkenness, witchcraft” and
so on. Never does Paul suggest that we are free from the moral law of God to live as we
please. To live as we please is not freedom, but bondage unto death.

TheFruit of the Spirit — Thereis No Higher Law — Thisis Perfection

A walk of faith, fellowship with God, obedience, living in the Spirit, and walking in the Spirit
will lead to the development of all the fruits of the Spirit. All these fruits reveal the nature of
God, and when these are flourishing in our lives we will be very much like Christ. “Against
such thereisno law.” Thereisno other law higher than this. With al of these thingsin mind,
let usnow by the grace of God |ook together into this marvellous Epistle of Paul to the Galatians.
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Background

Paul was the founding father of the churches of Galatia. He had brought revival fire there on at
least two occasions, and possibly athird time. In Acts 16:6, he came to “the region of Galatia.”
Thiswas on his second missionary journey, in 51 A. D. On histhird missionary journey, in 54 A.D,
he “went over al the country of Galatia ... strengthening all disciples’ (Acts 18:23).
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If Paul's epistle was intended to include the inhabitants of southern Galatia as well as the north,
(Antioch of Pisidia, Iconium, Lystra and Derbe were believed to be in south Galatia), then Paul
made his first appearance to Galatia on his first missionary journey (48-49 A.D.). Who ever this
epistle was written to, whether to north or south Galatia, or both, the message certainly is of vital
concern to everyone in every place, at any timein history.

The last time Paul had been in contact with the Galatian churches, whether it was during his last
visit to Galatiain 54 A.D., or by correspondence, they were “running well” (Gal. 5:7). But now,
someone had “hindered them that they should not obey the truth?” It is now December, 57 A.D.

Upon Paul's arrival at Corinth for athird visit, news reached him from Ephesus that his churches
in Galatia had been infiltrated by false teachers (the Judaizers) who persuaded them to turn to
Jewish rituals, ceremonies, sabbaths, and circumcision as a means of salvation and perfection.
This startling information received by Paul, that a sudden and drastic change in attitude toward
him and his Gospel was taking place in the Galatian churches, caused the writing of this epistle.
With a great sense of urgency, Paul hastened to check this evil before it became irreparable.
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The Judaizers had in fact destroyed the very essence of Christianity, and had reduced it from an
inward and spiritual life to an outward ceremonial system. In effect, they taught that Christ was not
all-sufficient for one's salvation. From thisfatal mixing of ceremonial law with grace, Paul sought
to save hisconverts. The contents of Galatians make evident Paul's purpose for writing. The apostle
answers for all time the question which concerns the very foundation of Christianity—Is Christ
sufficient for salvation and perfection, or must supplements be added to His atoning work?

A defense of Christian liberty isthe clear theme of Galatians, aliberty that is made possible only
by a relationship of faith, the end of which is good works. No other epistle written by Paul is
marked by a greater unity of purpose.

Therefore, in December of 57 A.D. whileabiding in Corinth, Paul wrote his Epistleto the Galatians.
In March of 58, just several months later, he also wrote to the Romans. These two epistles bear a
striking resemblance which would naturally exist between two epistles written nearly at the same
time. The same reasonings were occupying his mind, thus he employed the same phrases and
illustrations. It isgood to study Romans and Galatians, side by side.

Compare:

(Romans 8:15 with Galatians 4:6)
(Romans 7:14-25 with Galatians 5:17)
(Romans 1:17 with Galatians 3:11)
(Romans 4 with Galatians 3)

(Romans 13:8-10 with Galatians 5:13,14)

Galatians can be outlined in three smple divisions

GENERAL OUTLINE

Chapter 1-2 PERSONAL - Paul defends his divine commission
and apostleship, which had been
undermined by false teachers.

Chapter 3-4 DOCTRINAL - Thedoctrine of liberty, and freedom
from Mosaic law (rituals, ceremonies,
offerings, and circumcision).

Chapter 56 PRACTICAL - Application of our Christian liberty
(What this means and how to use it)
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Chapter One

Paul Defends His Apostolic Office

In this chapter, and also in chapter two, Paul defends his apostolic call. The Judaizing party, with
great vigor, had succeeded not only in undermining Paul's message, but in spreading slander
about his personal life aswell. Hence, the rigorous defence of himself in these first two chapters.

Galatians as awhol e iswritten with abruptness and severity to show the urgency of the occasion,
and the greatness of the danger. It isalso frequently characterized by atone of sadness, for those
whom Paul loved so dearly were forsaking the truth and believing the slander of his enemies.
Therefore, in order to remove the seeds of alienation and distrust which had been designedly planted
in the minds of his converts, Paul begins his epistle by fully disproving the falsehoods which had
been propagated against himself by his opponents. Especialy does Paul vindicate his apostolic
office which he received directly from Christ, and exercised independently of the Twelve apostles.

The Judaizersinsisted that Paul falsely represented himself as an apostle of Christ. They reasoned
that Paul had not, like the Twelve, been afollower of Jesus when He was upon earth. Therefore, he
had not received his commission from Jesus. Instead, he was only ateacher sent out by the author-
ity of the Twelve, whose teaching was only to be received as far as it agreed with theirs and was
approved by them. But now Paul's doctrine (they alleged) was in opposition to that of Peter and
James, and the other “pillars’ of the Church. By such representations, these false ministers had
alienated to a great extent the Galatian Christians from their father in the faith. But in chapters one
and two, Paul refutes all their slanderous reports very effectively.

The Greeting—God Made Me An Apostle, Not Man

1.1 “ Paul, an apostle, (not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ, and God the Father, who
raised him fromthe dead;). Paul is getting straight to the point. Immediately, he reestablishes his
credentials before the Galatians. “1 did not make myself an apostle. | was not trained by man, nor
was | commissioned and sent out by man, or by the Twelve apostles, but by the Lord Jesus Christ
Himself who appeared to me on the Damascus Road, and by God the Father who raised Him from
the dead.” It was the resurrected Christ who intercepted Paul on the road to Damascus, and who
trained and commissioned him, not the Twelve. Paul, in fact, had not even been introduced to the
Twelve (with the exception of Peter) until seventeen years after his conversion.

The Brethren Stood Behind Paul

1:2 “ And all the brethren which are with me, unto the churches of Galatia:” Paul does not wish to
stand alonein opposition to the Judai zing heresy that has crept into the churches of Galatia. “ All the
brethren which arewith me” refersto the unity with which Paul'sfellow-ministers supported himin
his case against the adversaries. Paul joinsall the brethren that werewith him. Heiswriting intheir
name as well asin hisown. The fact that he is addressing “the churches of Galatia’ shows very
clearly that awhole territory was involved here, not just alocal church.
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Paul's Blessing—Grace and Peaceto You

1:3 “Grace [be] to you and peace from God the Father, and [from] our Lord Jesus Christ,”

Virtually all of Paul'shistoric |etters began with the greeting —" Grace and peace.” Although grace
means “ undeserved favor,” it obviously implies much more, for in the context of many passages of
Scripture, it also means “ divine enablement”. It isability which God imparts. Every ministry gift
operates according to the measure of grace. Romans 1:5 saysthat grace is given for obedience. In
1 Corinthians 15:10, it is strength to carry aheavy load. In Hebrews 12:15, grace keeps bitterness
out of our hearts. Grace is offered to us in time of need (Heb. 4:16). The Galatians needed all of
these enablings of grace, as Paul desired for them in the blessing of his salutation. Certainly they
were going to need grace to accept Paul's forthcoming message of rebuke and exhortation.

Paul aso wishes them peace. Although the Hebrew word shalom must have been in the back of the
apostle's Jewish mind, (shalom meaning prosperity and well-being), the Greek word eirene is used
here. Eirene, trandated peace, is also rendered unity elsewhere. Peace and unity are equivalent in
the original language. A united heart, a heart with singleness of purpose, has peace. But a heart with
divided loyalties, one that is serving two masters, has no peace. The double-minded Galatians, in
trying to be married to the old covenant and new covenant simultaneously, had been thrown into a
state of agitation and division. Therefore, in hisintroduction, Paul invokes God for afresh supply of
divine grace and peace for the wandering hearts of his readers.

All Blessings—From the Father Through the Son

“From God the Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ.” Every blessing comes from the Father, but is
brought down to us from heaven by His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. All the grace that was resident
inthe Father was poured into His Son during Hislife on earth. It isnow offered unto each and every
one of us aswe remain a branch in the Vine and continue to draw our life from Christ (2 Tim. 2:1).
Abiding in Christ is the key to spiritual growth and having our heart changed, not abstaining from
pork or some other outward observance (Heb.13:9).

God's Love and Sacrifice Rescue Us From the Fate of the World

1:4-5 “Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us fromthis present evil world, accord-
ing to the will of God and our Father: To whom [be] glory for ever and ever. Amen.” Christ gave
Himself unto death as an offering for our sins. In turning from a Gospel of grace unto rituas, the
Galatians had practically forgotten the substitutionary death of Christ upon the cross. The blood of
the cross purchased our soulsfrom the clutches of Satan and the power of sin. Could abstaining from
pork lead us on to perfection? What could be added to the wonderful redeeming work of the cross?

Christ gave Himself for us to rescue us from al the corrupting influences of the present evil age
(Titus 2:14), and from the god of this world (2 Cor. 4:4). People who reject Christ's sacrifice and
follow the course of thisworld and the prince of thisworld will be swept into everlasting destruction
(Eph. 2:1-4, 5:3-8). We ourselves were once captives of the world-system. Having “escaped the
corruption that isin the world through lust” (2 Pet.1:4), may we never return to it and be ensnared.

Although we have been trandated out of Satan's kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of God's
dear Son (Col.1:13), we must ever walk in the Spirit and livein the Spirit to avoid fulfilling the lusts
of the flesh. By turning away from the Spirit-led life, the Galatians were not only hindering them-
selves from coming into Christian perfection, they were in danger of drifting back into their former
life-styles. Demas, a fellow minister of Paul, was not delivered from this present evil world
because he loved it and went back to it (cf. 2 Tim. 4:10). There are many like Demas today.

Page 8



Paul Begins His Denunciation of the Galatians

1:6-7 * | marvel [amamazed] that ye are so soon removed from himthat called you into the grace
of Christ unto another gospel: Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and
would pervert the gospel of Christ.” Paul is utterly amazed at the fickleness of the Galatians.
Instead of his usual giving of thanks for the churches he founded, he plunges immediately into a
sharp denunciation of them for defecting from a Gospel of grace into arigid legalistic stance.

Paul always kept in close contact with his converts. He either visited them or sent trusted brethren,
or he communicated with them by letters. Having been in close communication with the Galatians,
the Apostle is deeply disturbed and disappointed to learn that his beloved spiritual children are
“quickly” turning from the truth unto “another gospel.”

Another Gospel

This “other gospel” was a Gospel mixed with man's precepts, and Paul called it a* perversion of
the gospel of Christ.” It was not a denia of Christianity, but a mixing of it with men's ideas.
These same Judaizers troubled nearly all of Paul's churches. In fact, the last four chapters of
Second Corinthians deal with thisvery problem. The gospel preached by the Judaizers wasindeed
“another gospel” “another Jesus’ and “another spirit” according to the Apostle Paul (2 Cor.11:4).
The propagators were “false apostles’ and “false brethren” (2 Cor.11:13, 26).

Today, as always, there are messages preached in the Church that are profoundly unrepresenta-
tive of Christ. “Another Jesus’ is portrayed, and it is “another spirit” energizing the message.
“False brethren”, Satan's ministers, are the oneswho proclaimit. Certainly, they are not going to
deny Christ, but in one form or another, they pervert His message. It is so subtle—this is what
makesit soserious! Instead of gathering the sheep, they are scattering them (Mt.12:30; Lk.11:23).
Every time a man promotes his own vision or message, he ends up harming the flock instead of
doing them good. The Judaizers, who propagaged their own “cause” (though they claimed it was
God's), were doing great disservice and damage to God's people. Let us ask God to cleanse us of
corrupt and self-seeking motives. Ask God if it isreally His cause, or our own.

The Curse Upon Any Who Add to the Gospel M essage

1: 8-9 “ But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which
we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so say | now again, If any
[ man] preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let himbe accursed.” Hereis
an awesome curse pronounced against the Judaizers and anyone else who “adds to or takes away
from the Word of God” (cf. Rev. 22:18-19, Prov. 30:6, Deut. 4:2). The Judaizers had placed a
grievous yoke of bondage upon the disciples in Galatia and elsewhere. Whenever man adds his
own ideas and commandments to the Gospel, it mars the image of Christ. It produces something
that is quite the opposite of the fruit of the Spirit. Only the truth makes men free (John 8:31-32).

Angelic Visitations That Contradict the Gospel Must Not Be Heeded

“ But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we
have preached unto you, let him be accursed.” Mormonism, founded in 1830, is the result of an
angelic visitation. Joseph Smith claimed to have found “an addition to the Bible” engraved on
golden tablets which he trandated and published under the name of the Book of Mormon. His
direction to do all of this came from afallen angel named Moroni who had visited him.
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Challenge Angels/ Revelations

The Scripturesteach usto challenge angel s who make themsel ves visible. When Joshua was about
to lead the nation into Canaan their inheritance, suddenly a heavenly messenger with a drawn
sword in his hand appeared. Joshua did not assume that every supernatural visitation is sent from
God. He understood that Satan has hordes of counterfeit angels, since one-third of them have
fallen. Therefore, he challenged the messenger and said: “Art thou for us, or for our adversaries?’
The messenger replied: “ As captain of the host of the Lord am | now come.” See Joshua 5:13-15.
In this case, the heavenly visitor was the Lord Himself, and Joshua fell down and worshipped.
The ground itself became holy because the Lord stood there. Ground can only be holy because of
the presence of the Lord. No angel, whether good or evil, can make the ground holy. God aloneis
truly holy, and God aone is worthy to be worshipped.

Pride—The Main Reason for False Doctrine/ New Religions

Joseph Smith, founder of Mormonism, did not challenge the angel who appeared to him. The
result is another gospel, which is not atrue gospel at all, since it makes Christ less than God. But
another question arises here, Why would thisfallen angel come to Joseph Smithinthefirst place?
Why not some other person? | believe the answer liesin one main thing—motives.

When a man has a morbid interest in knowing the future, mysterious phenomena, or having a
revelation that no other person has ever had before, it attractsevil spiritsand visitationslike the one
Joseph Smith had. Satan comes to those who have self-seeking, self-glorifying desires, those who
have refused repeatedly to have their motives cleansed by God.

Pride is the outstanding singular reason for false doctrine. Pride is at the source of all the false
religions of the world. The founder wanted to be unique—the only one of hiskind. He wanted to
have something, know something, or create something that no one else ever thought of before.
Incredibly, individuals like this think they are deeply humble and highly favored of God. Suchis
the power of deception (See Obadiah 1:3).

And such was the mentality of the Judaizers who believed that God was smiling upon them as
they dlandered and defamed Paul and hoped for his demise, while defending the outdated Mosaic
traditions. They were not worshippers of God, but worshippers of tradition (cf. Mk. 7:7, 7:13),
and wor shippers of themselves. Their glory was not in the cross. (The cross brings no glory to the
flesh but only to the Lord Jesus Christ.) Neither did they care about the well being or eternal state
of the people they tried to teach and influence.

“ But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other
gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you,
let him be accursed.” Galatians 1:8
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1: 8-9 “ But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which
we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so say | now again, If any
[man] preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.”

The Judaizers were guilty of preaching another gospel. They “troubled” the Galatianswith an Old
Testament emphasis that required them to observe all of the Levitical ordinances of Moses. In his
former lifestyle, Paul himself had been the strictest observer of the Law of Moses (Phil. 3:4-6).
After conversion he occasionally attended Jewish feasts and performed their vows and rites, only to
accommodate Hebrew brethren who were still enslaved to their traditions, not for any purposes
relating to redemption. The Judaizers framed a case against Paul, charging that he became “all things
to all men” in an attempt to please everyone—" To please the Jews he observes the law; to please the
Galatians he proclaims freedom from the law.” Paul responds to this accusation in verse 10.

“I donot try to please men as| did in the past”

1:10 “For do I now persuade men, or God? or do | seek to please men? for if | yet pleased men, |
should not be the servant of Christ.” Am | trying to impress man, or God? If | were still pleasing
men, | would not be a servant of Christ. Paul is making an admission here that in hisformer life as
adevout Pharisee, he had sought to please men. Everything that was gain to him then, was now | oss.
Now heisonly trying to win Christ's approval. Maintaining Christ's approval meant he had to be
faithful to the call he received on the Damascus road. Thisistrue of ustoo. If we want to maintain
Christ's favor, we must continue to walk in obedience to His will; otherwise His favor will be lost.

From 1:11 to 2:21, Paul isgoing to defend his apostolic call, but before we go on, | would like to say
something about the structure of our study.

This book is not another theological verse by verse exposition of Paul's Epistle to the Galatians.
We are not interested in only knowing the history and background of this letter, nor are we inter-
ested in only having the correct interpretation of each verse. It is our earnest desire that each
passage have a present day application to our lives. Paul said that if he was still trying to please
men, he would not be a servant of Christ. Is the Holy Spirit saying anything to us about our
motives from this verse? Who are we trying to impress? Are we seeking man's honor more than
God's? If so, we cannot be His true servants! (cf. Jn.12:42,43; Mt.10:37,38). In this study, let us
listen carefully to what the divine Spirit is saying to our own hearts from each passage.

Paul Defends HisApostolic Call
1:11-2:21

1:11-12 “But I certify you [or | make known to you], brethren, that the gospel which was preached
of meisnot after man. For | neither received it of man, neither was| taught [it], but by the revelation
of Jesus Christ.” Paul is reminding the Galatians of something they already knew so well. Now he
hasto start from the very beginning, since their minds had become so deluded by the Judaizers. The
Gospel Paul preached to them did not come from man. It did not come from tradition, or by instruc-
tion, but by divine revelation. As much time as Paul had spent in Galatia, he must have recounted
the story of his dramatic conversion on the Damascus road where he met Christ. Soon after his
conversion, Paul went into the Arabian desert for three years where the resurrected Christ openly
manifested Himself to him and taught him the Gospel. Thus, hisauthority came directly from Christ.
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In 1:11 to 2:21, Paul defends his divine call and apostolic office. The enemies of Paul undermined
himinfour main areas, to which Paul gives hisdefensein chapters1 and 2, and al so throughout the
whole epistle.

The Four False Charges:

1.) The Judaizers accused Paul of being a men pleaser, observing the law whilst among the
Jews, yet persuading the Gentiles to renounce it.

2.) They argued that his motive was to keep his converts in a subordinate state, excluded
from the privileges of afull covenant with God which was enjoyed only by the circumcised.

3.) They declared that he was aflatterer, becoming all thingsto all men that he might make a
party for himself.

4.) Aboveall, they insisted that because Paul had not been afollower of Jesus when He was
on earth, he had not received hiscommission by Jesus, and that, on the contrary, he was only
a teacher sent out by the authority of the Twelve apostles. Thus, they proposed that his
teaching was only to bereceived in so far asit agreed with that of the Twelve. However, his
doctrine (they alleged) was now in opposition to that of Peter and James and the other
“pillars’ of the Church.

In 1:10, Paul concedesthat in his past life he was a men pleaser, but now, as a servant of Christ, he
no longer solicitsthe praise of men. In actuality, it is the Judaizers who are seeking man's attention
by their focus on the exterior facets of life. They are the oneswho find the cross offensive, for the
crossdeprivestheflesh of any glory. Hypocrisy isaninteresting thing. A hypocrite always accuses
others of the very thing of which he himself is most guilty. (See Rom. 2:1, Mt. 7:1-5).

In 1:11-12, Paul reminds the Galatians of the source of hisauthority. He was not taught by man, no,
not even by the Twelve apostles, but by adivinerevelation of the Lord Jesus Christ himself. He now
testifies in the succeeding verses that upon being converted, he did not consult any man, but imme-
diately went into the Arabian desert for three years where Christ Himself taught him the Gospel.
Indeed, Paul was never trained by the Twelve apostles, for he had not even been introduced to them
until seventeen years after his conversion. Subsegently, Paul summarizes the former years before
his conversion when he sought to please men.

The Years When Paul Was a M en-Pleaser

1:13-14 “ For ye have heard of my [life-style] in time past in the Jews' religion, how that beyond
measure | persecuted the church of God, and wasted it: And profited in the Jews' religion above many
my equals in mine own nation, being more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers.”

“Yehaveheard.” The Galatiansknew about Paul's past. Paul's dramatic conversion waswell known
among the churches. They had heard! How quickly people forget. Jesus warns: “Walk while ye
have the light, lest darkness come upon you: for he that walketh in darkness knoweth not whither he
goeth” (In.12:35). When belivers do not take the Word to heart, they are not preparing and fortifying
themselves for coming tests and end up in terrible confusion when they arrive. Ephesians 6:13
exhorts believersto arm themselves with all of God's armor in order to stand in the evil day. What
isthat “evil day”? It isaday when an extraordinary test comes. Job had a special day of temptation.
Israel inthe wildernessfaced that day. So did Ruth and Orpah. Ruth stood the test and went on with
God, but Orpah did not. She “went back to her gods’ to her former life-style (cf. Ru.1:8-15).
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Paul's Years of Gloryingin the Flesh

“ For ye have heard of my conversation [or way of life] in time past in the Jews' religion, how that
beyond measure | persecuted the church of God, and wasted it: And profited in the Jews' religion
above many my equal s in mine own nation, being more exceedingly zeal ous of the traditions of my
fathers.” Paul had “beyond measure” persecuted the Church of God.

* Acts83.. ... “made havoc of the church”

* Gal. 1:13. . . . “beyond measure persecuted the Church of God and wasted it”

* 1 Tim. 1:13. . “a blasphemer, a persecutor, and injurious’

* Acts 22:19. . .“beat in every synagogue them that believed” (480 synagogues in Jerusalem alone)
* Acts9:13. ... did “much evil ... to thy saints at Jerusalem”

* Acts 22:4. . . .“persecuted this way unto the death, delivering into prison both men and women”
* Acts 26:9,10. .did “many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth”

* Acts 26:10. . .“many of the saints [he] shut up in prison”

* Acts 26:10. . .“when they were put to death, | gave my [vote] against them”

* Acts 26:11. . .“punished them oft in every synagogue, and compelled them to blaspheme”

* Acts 26:11. . .“being exceedingly mad against them, | persecuted them even unto foreign cities”

Thisisthe man who said he was “blameless’ concerning the law (Phil. 3:4-6), yet there was murder
in his unconverted heart. In his own strength he had observed every sabbath and attended every
feast day. There was not one tradition, not one “jot or tittle” of the law that he failed to observe
except the most important one—the law of love. A Pharisee of Pharisees, though circumcised in
flesh, Saul was very uncircumcised in his heart. Absolutely no one understood the mind of the
Judaizers more than Paul. Formerly, he had stood head and shoulders above al his peers in the
Jewish religion.

At age thirteen, Saul moved from hishome in Tarsusto reside in Jerusalem to study to be arabbi.
Astheyearswent by, he memorized the entire Old Testament and could quoteit verbatim. Infact,
he could quote both the Hebrew and Greek versions without missing aword. Paul was a bright
and rising star among his fellow colleagues. But when Christianity emerged in Jerusalem and
started to flourish, unconverted Saul of Tarsus became her most vicious foe. In every synagogue
he brutally beat all who believed on the name of Jesus, and there were nearly 500 synagogues in
Jerusalem alone. It did not matter if they were men or women, Saul imprisoned them without
sympathy. He tortured some, “compelling them to blaspheme’, and some were even put to death.
Church history tells usthat as many as 10,000 were persecuted by Saul. He was viewed asthe great
champion of the Jewish religion. His comrades encouraged and perhaps even incited him to “keep
up the good work.” And while he sincerely believed he was doing God a service in defending the
traditions of Judaism, he was also seeking the approval of men. Thus, he was a men pleaser.

All of hisglory and “reputation” came to an end when he encountered Christ at noon just outside
the city limits of Damascus (Acts 9, 22, and 26 record Paul's conversion). From that time forward,
all those things which formerly had been gain to him were now considered loss. Not only did he
count them loss, he suffered the loss of them too (Phil. 3:7-9). No longer was he praised by his
peers, instead he was despised by most of them. His days of glorying in the flesh and having
confidence in the flesh were over. Hisonly glory now was the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ. The
Galatians knew all about Paul's conversion. “ They had heard” of his past way of lifein the Jewish
religion, and Paul is now refreshing their memory and trying to bring them out of their stupor.
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Paul Called by Grace

1:15-16 “ But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb, and called [ me] by
his grace, To reveal his Son in me, that | might preach him among the heathen; immediately |
conferred not with flesh and blood:” Herewe see one of the greatest demonstrations of gracein the
history of mankind. Christ appeared to Saul of Tarsus, aman who was devouring His Church. Paul
was stunned, not only at the appearance of Jesus, but at the awesome redlization that all of his
campaigns, energy and zeal were in defense of the wrong cause. Paul was in direct opposition to
God, and himself. Horrified and bewildered, he ate nothing for three days (Acts 9:8-9).

In spite of hismisdirectionin life, God saw something deeper in the heart of unconverted Saul. He
saw adesire for the truth. God knew that when Paul saw the Light, he would be faithful to it and
ardently defend it. Thisisthe reason God showed him mercy. His persecution of the Church was
out of “ignorance and unbelief” (1 Tim.1:11-13). He thought he was doing the right thing. Paul
believed he was defending the faith, according to Deuteronomy 13:1-5.

Called From Birth

Paul must have sensed the hand of God upon his life from the time he was a child. He must have
had a sense of destiny for hislife. It was God who “separated him from his mother's womb” as he
did Jeremiah (Jer.1:5). He was “separated” unto God from birth and destined to become the su-
preme interpreter of the new covenant (Rom.1:1). He was ordained to be the chief apostle to the
Gentile world. Yet he did not have knowledge of this call until he was in his early thirties. It isa
comfort to know that God has His good hand upon us and is orchestrating eventsin our liveslong
before we know Him. Our call, however, goes back much further than this. Although Galatians
1:15 sayshewas“ separated” unto thiscall from the time of birth, Ephesians 1:4 showsthat our call
goes back “before the foundation of the world.”

Called — To Reveal HisSon in Me

“ But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’swomb, and called [ me] by hisgrace,
To reveal his Son in me, that | might preach him among the heathen [or Gentiles];” God's purpose
isto reproduce the image of His Sonin our lives. Our greatest goal asa Christian isto be conformed
to the image of the Son of God (Rom. 8:29). The Father wants many who are replicas of His Son.
We are not only called to preach, we arefirst called to have the character of Christ developed in our
lives. It wasthe Father'sintent to first “reveal his Sonin Paul” and then use him to preach among the
Gentiles. Although Paul was called in Acts 9, he was not actually commissioned to preach among
the nationsuntil Acts 13:2, aperiod of fourteen moreyears. Before God launched Paul into full time
ministry, he needed a lot of preparation in his personal life. First, Paul had three years of “Bible
school” in the Arabian desert. Here, he had his Jewish routine upset, for he failed to appear at any of
the feasts. His “ perfect attendance” record was ruined. It is good to have our routines interrupted.

1:16b - “Immediately | conferred not with flesh and blood:” As soon as Paul met Christ on the
Damascus road, he did not consult with any human agency. He entered Damascus for a brief time
and was healed there of blindness, baptized in water, and baptized in the Holy Spirit. Soon after-
wards Paul departed from the city and went into Arabia for three years seclusion. Here he was
taught personally by the resurrected Christ Himself. Although Peter and the Twelve were trained for
three years by the earthly Jesus of Nazareth, Paul was taught by the glorified Christ for three years.
Paul is making it very clear that he is not in any way inferior to the Twelve. He was not taught or
commissioned by them, or under their authority whatsoever. In every respect, he was their equal.
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Paul'sThreeYearsin Arabia

1:16b-20 “ Immediately | conferred not with flesh and blood: Neither went | up to Jerusalem to
them which were apostles before me; but | went into Arabia, and returned again unto Damascus.
Then after three years | went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and abode with him fifteen days. But
other of the apostles saw | none, save James the Lord’s brother. Now the things which | write unto
you, behold, before God, | lie not.”

Paul's stay in Damascus was brief. Impelled by the Holy Spirit, he left Damascusto go into Arabia,
a region south and east of Palestine. On his journey from Damascus, Paul purposely bypassed
Jerusalem and continued south into Arabia where he would have uninterrupted communion for
three years with the Christ who had appeared to him at Damascus. Here the Lord Himself would
teach Paul the mysteries of the Gospel which had been hidden for ages and generations.

The Apostle Paul was making a clear statement to the Galatians. He had not consulted man for
instruction. He did not go “ up to Jerusalem.” Jerusalem was the home base of the Twelve apostles.
Jerusalem itself was “up”. Its elevation was 2500 feet above sea level. It was higher than most
other placesin Palestine. Paul did not go up to Jerusalem to them who were apostles before him.
He was not trained by Peter or any of the other apostles of the Lord. Instead he headed for Arabia.
After three yearsin Arabia he returned again to Damascus, but because of a conspiracy to kill him,
he was let down over the wall at night (2 Cor.11:32-33; Ac. 9:25). Having escaped from Damascus,
he then came for the first time to Jerusalem since his conversion.

Please note that between Acts 9:22 and 9:23 is a gap of three years. The Acts narrative does not
cover Paul's three year absence from Damascus while he was in Arabia.

CILICIA
o Tarsus
* Paul was converted at Damascus, Syria. SYRIA
* From Damascus, he went to Arabia for three years. * Damascus
* Then he returned briefly to Damascus.
» Because of aconspiracy to kill him, Paul escaped from
Damascus and made his first visit to Jerusalem since conversion. ISRAEL
 After he had stayed only 15 daysin Jerusalem, the brethren sent * Jerusalem

Paul home to Tarsus (in Cilicia) because of aplot on hislife.

ARABIA

Paul's purpose for coming to Jerusalem was not to gather instruction from the Twelve apostles, or to
seek their approval. The one major thing Paul's first visit did accomplish was the removal of fear
and suspicion from the minds of the Christians at Jerusalem. When Paul first tried to associate
himself with the believers there, they were afraid of him. Then Barnabas stood up and introduced
a“converted” Paul to the Church (Acts 9:26-28). Acts 9:27 says that Barnabas brought him to the
apostles. These*apostles’ are not to be confused with the Twelve apostles of the Lord. Therewere
many apostles in Jerusalem. Barnabas himself was an apostle, but he was not of the caliber of the
Twelve. While abiding in Jerusalem these fifteen days, Paul was introduced only to Peter and also
James, the Lord's brother. The other eleven apostles were probably absent from the city at that
time. It was common for them to be out of town evangelizing other cities.
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Paul Asks God to be HisWitness

1:20 “ Now the things which | write unto you, behold, before God, | lie not.” Paul wanted the
Galatians to know that his contact with the Twelve apostles was virtually nonexistent, and that his
time spent with Peter was only afew days. Everything Paul is saying hereis an effort to underscore
his independence of the Jerusalem Church. The Apostle thought it serious enough to take a solemn
oath “before God” that the Gospel he preached came entirely by supernatural means. He was not
taught by man at all.

Paul Flees Jerusalem, Goes Hometo Tarsus and Out of Sight

1:21 * Afterwards| cameinto theregions of Syriaand Cilicia;” The narrative of Acts9:29-31 will
help us here. During those fifteen days in Jerusalem, Paul spoke boldly in the name of the Lord
Jesus but in doing so he stirred up heated debates with contentious Jews. When the Christian
brethren learned of an assassination plot against Paul, they quickly sent him to the seaport city of
Caesarea and on home to Tarsus, Cilicia. “ Syria and Cilicia” bordered each other and Paul may
have travelled by land through Syria to reach his home in Tarsus, Cilicia. What Paul did during
those obscure years in Tarsus can only be left to conjecture. Paul does not come back into the
narrative of Acts until 11:24-26, six or seven years later, when Barnabas brought him from Tarsus
to Antioch, Syriato teach. (43 or 44A.D.)

The next time Paul entered the gates of Jerusalem was 44 A. D. At that time Paul and Barnabas
brought donations to the poor because of a severe famine. This was Paul's second visit since
conversion. (cf. Acts 11:29-30, 12:25).

Paul Stays Out of Touch With Judea/ Jerusalem
“Unknown by face to the churches of Judaea”

1:22-24 * And was unknown by face unto the churches of Judaea which were in Christ: But they
had heard only, That he which persecuted us in times past now preacheth the faith which once he
destroyed. And they glorified God in me.”

Except for those “fifteen days’ in Jerusalem, it is quite apparent that Paul had no direct contact or
personal relations with Jerusalem or Judaea for at least ten years after his conversion. A great
distance separated Paul from Judaea. Obviously, he was independent of the mother church. Hewas
“unknown by face unto the churches of Judea.” Thus, Paul continues to make his defense to the
Galatians. Hewas not indebted to the churches or brethren of Judea, (including the Twelve apostles)
for the Gospel he preached. He wastotally out of contact with them.

In Galatians 2:1, Paul makes reference to the Jerusalem Council, an assembly meeting during
which he and the Twelve apostles were officially introduced. Here they extended to him “the right
hand of fellowship” (cf. Gal. 2:9). This event took place fourteen years after his first encounter
with Peter, atotal of seventeen years since his conversion. We will clarify this with our chart on
the next page.
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Chronology for Galatians 1-2

Day of Paul'sConversion  ReturntoDamascus Peter Opens Paul Begins  Apostolic  Jerusalem
Pentecost in Damascus First Visit to Jerusalem Door of Faith ~ Teaching Ministry ~ Council
GoestoArabia  Sent Hometo Tarsus totheGentiles at Antioch Begins

Saul persecu/t'es
the Church

In Arabia three years

30A.D. 34A.D. 37A.D. 40A.D. 44 A .D. 48A.D. 51A.D.
Acts?2 Acc 9:1-22 Ac. 9:23-31 Ac.10:1-11:18 Ac.11:25,26 Ac.13:2 Ac.15:1-35

3 years } 14 years ‘

Paul meets Peter Paul meetsthe
for thefirst time. Twelve apostles
(None of the other for the first time

Twelve apostles)

From Jerusalem, Paul was enroute to Damascus.

At Damascus, Paul met Christ. His stay there was brief.

From Damascus, Paul went south to Arabia and stayed three years.

From Arabia, Paul returned to Damascus, but had to escape over awall at night.

* From Damascus, Paul came to Jerusalem, hisfirst visit since conversion, staying 15 days.

From Jerusalem, Paul went to Caesarea, through Syria, and back home to Tarsus, Cilicia

After seven more years of obscurity, Barnabas brought Paul from Tarsus to Antioch, Syriato teach.
* Seventeen years after conversion, Paul met all the Twelve at the Jerusalem Council.
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Summary of Chapter One

Paul defended his apostolic office and his message. He was not a student who learned at the feet of
the Twelve apostles, nor was he sent out by them or under their covering. He was an apostle
independent of the Twelve and was personally taught and commissioned by Christ Himself. Paul
was an equal to the Twelve.

1:1 Paul was “an apostle, not of man, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ” (not the twelve apostles)
1:2 “All the brethren who are with me” were in agreement with Paul and his forthcoming message.
1:3 “Grace and peace’ are what the Galatians needed. These could not be merited by works.

1:4-5 Christ “gave himself for us,” an emphasis on Christ's substitutionary sacrifice, not works.

1:6 The Galatians were rebuked for quickly turning from “the gospel of grace unto another gospel.”
1:7 They were being influenced and “troubled by some who were perverting the Gospel.”

1:8-9 Paul warns that any man or angel who adds to or takes away from the Gospel will be “cursed”.
1:10 Paul at onetime “ pleased men” as a Pharisee, but now as a servant of Christ, he does not.

1:11 The Gospel | preach is*“not from man.” Thereis no human element or men'sideasin it.

1:12 Paul was not “taught” by man. His teaching came only by “the revelation of Jesus Christ.”

1:13 The Galatians “heard” how formerly he persecuted the Church and wasted it. They knew!

1:14 They knew he had been head and shoulders above his peers in Judaism and was honored.

1:15 But then Paul (who was called from birth) was visibly “called by grace’ on the Damascus road.
1:16 First he was called to have “the Son revealed in him,” then to preach Him among the Gentiles.
1:16b As soon as Paul had knowledge of God's call, he did not consult man or rely on others.

1:17 He did not go to Jerusalem to the Twelve apostles, but to Arabiato be with Christ for three years.
1:18 After three years, he went to see Peter for only 15 days, not long enough to be tutored by him.
1:19 Paul did not meet the other 11 apostles, but only James, the Lord's brother.

1:20 He invokes God to be his witness regarding the things he has just told the Galatians.

1:21 After being with Peter 15 days, he retreated home to Tarsus, passing through Syriaand Cilicia
1:22 Paul remained “unknown by face to the churchesin Judea,” having no contact with the Twelve.
1:23 The Judaeans (including Jerusalem) did not see Paul. They “heard only” of his conversion.

1:24 The saints “glorified God” for the marvellous work He had performed in Paul's life.
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Chapter Two

Paul's Continued Defense of His Apostolic Authority

In 2:1-10, Paul makes reference to the Jerusalem Council, a leaders conference where he first
came in contact with the Twelve apostles. The date of the Jerusalem Council was A.D. 51, six
years before the Galatian problem. It is obvious that the Twelve could not have known Paul
before this meeting for several important reasons. Upon being introduced to Paul, they officially
“extended theright hand of fellowship” to him. Certainly then, Paul was not opposed by the Twelve
(as the Judaizers were saying) but endorsed by them. Also, seeing Paul for the first time, they
“perceived the grace that was given him.” The Spirit that worked effectually in Peter to minister
to the Jewish world was also working mightily through Paul to minister to the Gentile world.

At the council meeting, the Twelve apostles made their first physical acquaintance with Paul. Be-
forehand, everything they knew about him was hearsay. In his presence, they quickly recognized
his apostolic office—an office that made Paul an equal to Peter, the leader of the Twelve. At the
conclusion of the Council, Paul and the Twelve were in perfect harmony. All of them agreed that
the Gentiles were not obligated to keep the ceremonial law of Moses or be circumcised. There-
fore, in actual fact, it was the Judaizers who were in conflict with the Twelve, not Paul.

Paul Recounts the Jerusalem Council

2:1-5 “ Then fourteen years after | went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and took Titus with
[me] also. 2 And | went up by revelation, and communicated unto them that gospel which | preach
among the Gentiles, but privately to them which were of reputation, lest by any means | should run,
or had run, in vain.” 3 But neither Titus, who was with me, being a Greek, was compelled to be
circumcised: 4 And that because of false brethren unawares brought in, who camein privily to spy
out our liberty which we havein Christ Jesus, that they might bring usinto bondage: 5 To whomwe
gave place by subjection, no, not for an hour; that the truth of the gospel might continue with you.”

It has been “fourteen years’ since Paul has last seen Peter in Jerusalem (cf. Gal.1:18, Ac. 9:26-31).
Altogether, seventeen years have lapsed since the conversion of Paul. Now for the first time, he
comes face to face with the Twelve apostles of the Lord. To discuss a doctrinal difference was the
occasion that brought them all together. The Jerusalem Council isrecorded for usin Acts 15:1-29.
Verses 1-6 summarize the purpose of this council meeting of all the Church leaders, and aptly
describes the characteristics of the Judaizers who were troubling all the Gentile churches.

“ And certain men which came down from Judaea taught the brethren, and said, Except ye be circum-
cised after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved. When therefore Paul and Barnabas had no small
dissension and disputation with them, they determined that Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of
them, should go up to Jerusalem unto the apostles and elders about this question. And being brought
on their way by the church [of Antioch], they passed through [Phoenicia] and Samaria, declaring the
conversion of the Gentiles: and they caused great joy unto all the brethren. And when they were come
to Jerusalem, they were received of the church, and of the apostles and elders, and they declared all
things that God had done with them. But there rose up certain [ones| of the sect of the Phariseeswhich
believed, saying, That it was needful to circumcise them, and to command them to keep the law of
Moses. And the apostles and elders came together for to consider this matter” (Acts 15:1-6)
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It would be good to ponder Acts 15:1-6 for a moment, for these verses perfectly encapsule the
agenda of the Judaizers who were infiltrating the Gentile churches, and later Galatia. These self-
proclaimed evangelists from Jerusalem wanted to customize the Gentiles with Jewish traditions.
They insisted that the Gentiles could not be saved unless they were circumcised and kept the law
of Moses. When the Judai zers visited Antioch (Paul's home church) and “ taught the brethren,” Paul
and Barnabas had “no small dissension and disputation with them.” Finally it was determined by
the Antioch leaders that Paul, Barnabas, and certain other ones should go up to Jerusalem unto the
apostles and elders to hammer out this problem (Ac.15:1-2).

After the Jerusalem Council ended, the Twelve apostles, the elders, and James were able to make a
public statement. They decreed that the Gentiles were not obligated to keep the ceremonial law of
Moses or to be circumcised. Also, they wrote a letter stating that the men who were propagating
these unnecessary commandments were not sent out or sanctioned by them. In fact, the Council
denounced their actions (cf. Ac.15:24). Still the Judaizers continued to plague Paul's churches for
years to come. Let us return to the narrative, as Paul resumes the story of hislife. Every detail of
his personal history isintended to establish his claims as an apostle of Christ.

2:1 “ Then fourteen years after | went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and took Titus with
[me] also.” Thus, Paul had now come to Jerusalem, accompanied by Barnabas, Titus, and other
delegates from Antioch. They represented the Gentile Church and their stand for freedom from the
Levitical ordinances of Moses.

By Revelation, Paul Comesto Jerusalem

2:2 “And | went up by revelation, and [laid before them] that gospel which | preach among the
Gentiles, but privately to themwhich were of reputation, lest by any means| should run, or had run,
invain.” “I went up by revelation.” In other words, at the Lord's direction Paul went to Jerusalem.
God wanted Paul to go to this council meeting, and all the brethren in Antioch had the same
witness of the Spirit (Ac.15:2). With arevelation, Paul understood the importance of attending this
meeting, and he had an assurance that God was with him.

Paul Addressesthe Leaders Privately

Upon first arriving in Jerusalem, Paul shared in the church “all things that God had done with them”
(Ac.15:4). He and Barnabas probably addressed the mother church in ageneral way. But before the
public discussions began in the Council meeting, he met “ privately” with the prominent leaders and
apostles. Here he spoke in greater detail of the Gospel he had been preaching among the Gentiles.
Paul had to convince the chief leaders of the Jerusalem Church the validity of his position—that
Gentiles were not under Moses Law. If he could persuade the chief |eaders, the outcome of the
Council would bein hisfavor. If hefailed to do so, hewould “runinvain”. His past labors, aswell
as his present and future work, would be greatly jeopardized. Paul needed a consensus from the
elders, leaders, and Twelve apostles. By gaining a united front in the mother church in Jerusalem,
the leaders could settle the controversies over whether or not the Gentiles should keep Moses Law.

Asit turned out, the Council did come into one accord on this matter, although, as expected, there
were “false brethren” in that conference who tried to bring division. A conciliatory letter was sent
out to all the Gentile churches releasing them from the bondage of all the Levitical ordinances
(Ac.15:19-31). The proclamation of freedom brought great joy and encouragement (v30-31).
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False Brethren Were Smuggled into the Council

2:3-5“ But neither Titus, who was with me, being a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised: And
that because of false brethren unawares brought in, who came in privily to spy out our liberty
which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring usinto bondage: To whom we gave place by
subjection, no, not for an hour; that the truth of the gospel might continue with you.”

Paul was very wise in first having private conferences with the chief leadersin Jerusalem. Asthe
public Council began, “false brethren” who had wormed their way into the meeting began stirring
up alot of trouble. Acts 15:7 says there was “much disputing”. The false brethren insisted that
Titus, a Gentile who had come with Paul, had to be circumcised. However, the Council did not
uphold the demands of the dissenters and Titus was not circumcised. Paul wanted the Galatians to
know the position of the Jerusalem Council and the Twelve apostles.

Paul and Barnabas would not allow Titus and the other Gentiles to be brought “into bondage”.
Peter himself supported Paul, saying that al of the Mosaic ordinances were “ayoke which neither
our fathers nor we were able to bear” (cf. Ac.15:10). To these enemies of the Gospel and of
Christian freedom, Paul absolutely refused to yield—"that the truth of the gospel might continue
with them.” It was not only on behalf of Titus that Paul would not give in, but for the sake of all
Christians, especially the Galatians to whom he was now writing.

The Twelve Made No Correction or Addition to Paul's Gospel

2:6 “ But of these who [were reputed] to be somewhat, (whatsoever they were, it maketh no matter
to me: God accepteth no man’s person:) for they who seemed to be somewhat in conference
[imparted] nothing to me:” In no way did Paul feel inferior or subordinate to the Twelve apostles.
Even the most reputable leaders in the Council, namely the Twelve apostles, added nothing to
Paul's message, and found no fault in it. The fal se teachers who had recently infected Galatia had
no grounds whatsoever to question Paul's teachings or suggest that there was arift between Paul

and the Twelve. On the contrary, the Twelve had placed their seal of approval upon Paul (v7-9).

The Twelve Recognize Paul asan Equal / Are Joined Together

2:7-9 “ But contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision was committed unto
me, as the gospel of the circumcision was unto Peter; (For he that wrought effectually in Peter to
the apostleship of the circumcision, the same was mighty in me toward the Gentiles:) And when
James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto me,
they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should go unto the heathen,
and they unto the circumcision.” Contrary to the claims of Paul's adversaries, the Twelve fully
recognized and endorsed Paul's apostolic officeand authority. The same Spirit that worked mightily
in Peter's apostolic ministry to the Jewish world, worked in equal measure in Paul's apostolic
ministry to the Gentile world. Therefore, they extended the right hand of fellowship to Paul.

2:10* Only they would that we should remember the poor; the samewhich | also was forward to do.”

Although Paul's ministry was primarily to the Gentile world, the Twelve besought Paul to help the
poor saintsin the mother land of I1srael who were ostracized socially and economically by the non-
believing Jews for their faith in Christ. This request Paul was very eager to fulfill (1 Cor.16:1-3,
2 Cor. 9:1; Rom.15:26,27, Ac. 24:17). Paul was zeaous to gather aid from the wealthier Gentile
churches. These offerings from Gentile churches would help show the Jewish Christiansin Palestine
the sincerity of the Gentile converts and further establish a bond of unity between the two.
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Summary of the Jerusalem Council
(Galatians 2:1-10, Acts 15:1-29)

Let's review the important points of the Jerusalem Council of A.D. 51:

* |t was the first face-to-face meeting of Paul and the Twelve apostles.
* Seventeen years had lapsed since Paul's conversion before he was introduced to the Twelve.
* Paul had not been taught or influenced by them whatsoever.
 Hisonly contact was with Peter, and that was fourteen years earlier.
That was only for fifteen days, atime not long enough to be tutored by him.
He a so was unknown by face in Judaea, and out of touch with Jerusalem’'s mother church.
* Doctrinal differences introduced by the Judaizers occasioned the Jerusalem Council (Ac.15:1-2).
* Paul was directed by the Spirit, “by revelation” to go to the Council meeting.
* Paul first had private preliminary meetings with the main leaders of the Jerusalem Church.
He laid before them the Gospel he preached, and convinced them of his divine teachings.
* When the Council began, fal se brethren who had slithered into the meeting, caused much contention.
* The false brethren insisted that Titus and the Gentiles had to be circumcised and keep the law.
* The Council (which included the Twelve apostles) agreed that Titus did not need to be circumcised.
* Paul would not yield for amoment to the bondage the fal se brethren were imposing on Gentiles.
* Hewanted the truth of the gospel (justification, perfection by awalk of faith) to continue with them.
* The Council's verdict was that the Mosaic laws and circumcision were not necessary for Gentiles.
* The Council stated that the Judaizers were not sent out from them and reprimanded them (Ac.15:24).
* The Twelve apostles fully endorsed Paul, and extended the right hand of fellowship to him.
* The Twelve considered Paul's apostolic office equal to Peter's, who was the leader of the Twelve.
* The Twelve made no correction or addition to Paul's teachings. They “added nothing to him”.
* Therefore, Paul was not in conflict with the Twelve, the Judaizers were.
These were Paul's reasonings with the Galatians.

Peter Waver s Shortly After the Jerusalem Council

2:11-14 * But when Peter was come to Antioch, | withstood him to the face, because he was to be
blamed. For before that certain [ones|] came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but when
they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them which were of the circumcision.
And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; insomuch that Barnabas also was carried away
with their dissimulation. But when | saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the
gospel, | said unto Peter before them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles,
and not as do the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews?”

When the Jerusalem Council had concluded, with its verdict settled, Paul, Barnabas and their
companions returned to Antioch (Ac.15:30-35). Soon after, Peter came down from Jerusalem and
paid avisit to Antioch (Gal. 2:11-14). While hewasin Antioch, Peter was enjoying fellowship with
the Gentile brethren, and was eating with them. Suddenly he learned that other Jewish brethren
from Jerusalem were approaching, and he withdrew himself from the Gentiles, “fearing them which
were of the circumcision [or Jews].” Peter's problem was fear. He was afraid that certain ones
from the Jerusalem church would take issue with him for eating with the Gentiles. His behavior
adversely affected the brethren with him. Barnabas, too, was “ carried away with their dissimulation
[or hypocrisy].” Paul rebuked Peter in front of them all for living two lives. By Peter's actions,
he was making a denia of all he had just said at the Jerusalem Council when he declared: “God
has put no difference between us and them, purifying all of our hearts by faith” (cf. Ac.15:9-11).
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A Blemish on Peter

This was a blemish on the character of Peter. His action of withdrawing himself from the Gentiles
for fear of what other biased Jewish brethren would think was inexcusable. Peter knew better.
He was the one God had chosen to first open the door of faith to the Gentiles, as he testified in
Acts 15:7-11. Peter had preached to the household of Cornelius (Ac.10:25-48), and saw those Gen-
tilesbaptized in the Holy Spirit, even though they were not circumcised or observing any of thelaw
of Moses. God had accepted them just as they were, without practicing any of the Jewish customs.

Peter was still ruled by fear, even 21 years after his denia of Christ. The fear of man causes many
people to sin and compromise (Prov. 29:25). Peter's influence upon his peers was formidable, asis
true of any prominent leader. When the Jewish brethren saw Peter withdrawing from the dinner
table, they did too. Barnabas was “carried away with their dissimulation” as well. Barnabas had
instability too. Soon after, Barnabas left Paul (Ac.15:36-41). At thetime of these events, Barnabas
was still with Paul, proving that Peter's visit to Antioch was shortly after the Jerusalem Council.

Paul's Rebuke of Peter

In 2:11-21, Paul took another step in his argument to prove his apostleship. In 1:11-24, he re-
viewed his conversion and early ministry and showed that these were completely independent of
the influence of the other apostles. Next, he showed that at the Council at Jerusalem, he was
recognized as an equal by the apostles and was given the right hand of fellowship. Now herecalls
the occasion on which he found it necessary to rebuke Peter, the reputed leader of the Twelve.
Certainly, then, his authority must be at least as great as that of Peter's.

Paul sat at the dinner table with Peter and viewed the whole episode firsthand. Immediately Paul
was alarmed, realizing the implications of Peter's withdrawal from thetable. A stigma of unclean-
ness was being cast upon the Gentile converts. Peter's action reinforced a mentality that the Jewish
believers were more spiritual than the Gentile believers, that observing the Mosaic laws promoted
agreater sanctity than faith in Christ could. In defense of Christian liberty, Paul admonished Peter
in front of them all because he “walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel.”

“| said unto Peter before themall, If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles, and not
as do the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews?” (2:14b). Paul charges
Peter with inconsistency. Peter iswrong and he knowsit. Yearsbeforein Joppa, God told Peter on
the housetop that he should not regard as “unclean” that which God had cleansed (Acts 10:15, 28).
Recognizing, then, that God fully accepted the uncircumcised Gentiles, Peter laid aside his Jewish
upbringing and prejudice and lived freely as a Gentile. But now he had betrayed those convictions
to accommodate legalistic Jews from Jerusalem who still considered Gentiles unfit to eat with
(cf. Acts11:2-3, 10:28). Thus, in disassociating himself from his Gentile friends, he wasinferring
that they were unclean and less spiritual. His actions suggested that Jewish observances conferred
asuperior sanctity and spiritual standing, thereby “compelling the Gentiles to live as Jews.”

Jews and Gentiles - All Justified by Faith Without the Works of the Law

In verses 15-21, Paul emphasizes that Jews and Gentiles are both justified by faith without the
works of the Law. Christ had “broken down the middle wall of partition” that separated Jews and
Gentiles. He made “ one new man” of the two. Through Christ both Jews and Gentiles have access
to the Father by the same Spirit (Eph. 2:14-18). Thereisnot a Jewish Church and a Gentile Church.
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Jews Have No Advantage Over Gentiles—All Need For giveness

2:15-17 “ We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles, [yet] Knowing that a manis
not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus
Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the
works of the law shall no flesh be justified. But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we
ourselves also are found sinners, is therefore Christ the minister of sin? God forbid.

Paul now compares the Jews with Gentiles. The Jews had the Law of Moses and were restrained
presumably from the grosser vices of the world. They were not “sinners of the Gentiles.” The
Jews had the Law and other privileges and attainments, and looked down on others. Yet, they too
were sinners! They too had broken the Law and needed forgiveness and pardon, just as much as
the Gentiles. The sin of the Jews was just as repugnant to God as the sin of the Gentiles. The Jews
had a sinful nature, just like everyone else, and attempting to keep the Law did not change their
heart. Therefore, “by the works of the Law no flesh shall be justified” (cf. Psa.143:2, Rom. 3:20).
Everyone needs a Redeemer. Paul is putting Jews and Gentiles all in the same category as he also
does in Romans.

“ But what if, while seeking to be justified in Christ, [ we have indeed reduced ourselves also to the
sinful state of unhallowed Gentiles?] Is Christ then a minister of sin? God forbid!” (2:17). The
Gospel of Christ regardsaJew to beasinner asmuch asaGentile. Doesthismake Christ aminister
of sin? Is He making the sin problem worse? If the Gospel makes no distinction between Gentile
sinners and Jews who observe the Law, is Christ promoting sin or making it worse? Absolutely
not! Jews who know the Law and Gentiles who are ignorant of the Law have one thing in com-
mon—all are transgressors who need forgiveness, and thisis only found by having faith in the One
who died for all, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Reviving What | Renounced isSin

2:18-21 “ For if | build again the things which | destroyed, | make myself a transgressor. For |
through the law amdead to the law, that | might live unto God. | amcrucified with Christ: neverthe-
less| live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which | now live in the flesh | live by the
faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. | do not frustrate the grace of God:
for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ isdead in vain.”

2:18 Paul is making reference to Peter's behavior here. “For if | build again the things which |
destroyed, | make myself atransgressor.” Peter had renounced the Law as ameans of justification,
but in Antioch he was rebuilding what he had torn down. He proclaimed at the Jerusalem Council:
“God has put no difference between the Jew and Gentile, purifying al of our hearts by faith ...\We
believethat through the grace of the L ord Jesus Christ we shall be saved, even asthey” (Ac.15:9,11).
But now, by Peter's recent actions, he was saying and living the opposite. Paul had also renounced
the Law as a means of justification, but he was not going to go back to it.

Paul Diesto the Law as Groundsfor Acceptance

2:19“ For | through the law am dead to the law, that | might live unto God.” All the Law had done
for Paul was show him his own helplessness. Therefore, he died to the law. Paul turned from the
Law as a means of salvation, acceptance, or perfection. Never again could he look to it, as the
Galatians were doing, as aground of acceptance with God. Now hislife was entirely alife of faith.
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Dead to the Old Covenant—Aliveto Christ and the New Covenant

2:20-21 %1 amcrucified with Christ: nevertheless| live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the
lifewhich | nowliveintheflesh | live by thefaith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself
for me. | do not frustrate [or make void] the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law,
then Christ isdead in vain.”

When Paul met Christ, he died to the Law as ameans of acceptance with God. Paul's righteousness
came from Christ alone (Phil. 3:9). Paul was dead to the Law, and dead to his old life. He was
“crucified with Christ” but risen with Himto live anew life. Paul allowed Christ to live Hislifein
him, and flow through him. All of thiswas possible only by alife of faith, arelationship. Paul was
joined as a branch to the Vine and drew hislife from Him.

“1 do not frustrate [or make void] the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then
Christisdeadinvain.” (2:21). If Paul wasstill attempting by the works of the law to secure God's
acceptance, he would be making void the grace of God. Thisis precisely what the Galatians were
doing. They had “fallen from grace” in seeking to be justified by the law. To ascribe saving power
to the Law wasreally to annul the death of Christ and to deny its redeeming grace. If men could be
justified by doing good works, there would have been no need for Christ to come to earth to die.” If
righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead for nought.”
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Summary of Chapter Two

2:1-10 — The Jerusaem Council:

2:1 Paul went up to the famous Jerusalem Council and met the Twelve apostles for the first time.
2:2 Before the Council began he met privately with the main leaders to create an understanding.
2:3-4 False brethren smuggled into the Council tried to forward their legalistic agenda. They tried
to force circumcision upon Titus, but the Council (which included the Twelve and other top
leaders) would not agree to their demands. Titus was not circumcised.
2:5 Paul would not compromise the truth so all Gentiles (including the Galatians) could remain free.
2:6 Thetop leaders, including the Twelve, did not add to or take away anything from Paul's message.
2:7-9 Instead of being in conflict with Paul, as his enemies were claiming, the Twelve apostles and
top leaders recognized Paul's apostolic ministry as being equal to Peter's. Thus, they extended
the right hand of fellowship to him.
2:10 The prominent Jewish leaders of the Church asked Paul, the leader of the Gentile churches, to
please remember the poor of the mother land of Israel. Paul was eager to help them.

2:11-14 — Peter Wavers Shortly After the Jerusalem Council

2:11 Peter visited Antioch after the Council, but Paul had to rebuke him for acting in adisorderly
manner. (Peter knows he iswrong and gives no rebuttal. That Paul could rebuke Peter shows
his authority certainly is no less than Peter's ... another point for the Galatians to consider.)

2:12 Peter ate with Gentiles, but when ritual-keeping Jews came from Jerusalem, he |eft the table.

2:13 Peter's example caused other Jews (including Barnabas) to act the same way.

A stigma of uncleanness was being cast upon the Gentile converts.

2:14 Peter lived like a Gentile, but in this case acted as though Gentiles should live like Jews.

His actions suggested that living like Jews conferred a greater sanctity than faith in Christ could.
Thus, Peter was “ compelling Gentilesto live as Jews.”

2:15-17 Jews and Gentiles Equally Justified by Faith Without Works of the Law

In 2:15-17, Paul reasons that if Jews seek to be justified by Christ, then they are sinnersjust like the
Gentiles. He puts Jews and Gentiles al in the same category. All have sinned, and all need a Savior.
If Christ's Gospel makes a Jew a sinner as much as a Gentile, does this make Christ aminister of sin?
Is He making the sin problem worse? Absolutely not, but Jews who know the Law and break it and
Gentiles who do not know the Law and break it all need forgiveness equally. All have sinned!

2:18-21 Paul Diesto the Law (Old Covenant) and IsAlive to Christ (New Covenant)

In 2:18, Paul says he will not build again what he formerly destroyed (areference to reviving Jewish
observances that he had renounced in the past.) The implication is directed against Peter, who was
doing this very thing. In 2:19, Paul says he will never look again to the Law as a grounds for
acceptance with God. All the Law had done for Paul was show him his own helplessness. He died to
the Law and to hispast life. 2:20-21 - Hewould live entirely by the life of faith—the faith of the Son
of God. It is making the grace of God void to rely upon the works of the law. If a man could make
himself righteous by the works of the law, why was it necessary for Christ to come to earth and die?
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Chapter Three

A Spell Cast Over the Galatians

3:1“ O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before whose
eyes Jesus Christ hath been [ openly] set forth, crucified among you?” Someone had “ cast a spell”
over the Galatians. There was such a personality change among them that Paul could scarcely
recognize them. An evil spirit had overtaken them—the same evil spirit that was energizing the
Judaizers. Itissoimportant who we open our heartsto because we become like those we listen to.
We will have the same spirit they have! Evelistened to the Serpent, and the longer she listened, the
more she became like him and the more shereceived his nature. Then she acted like him. One of the
most effective ways to determine whether a person has wisdom is by watching who they go to for
advice. The Galatians were beguiled by the Serpent who was operating through the Judaizers
(cf. 2 Cor.11:3-4) and now they were not obeying the truth.

Their Eyes Diverted From “Christ Crucified”

“ Before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been [openly] set forth, crucified among you?” Paul had
clearly portrayed Christ as the One who was crucified for them. “Christ crucified” was all they
needed for salvation and perfection. Thiswas afundamental teaching of St. Paul (cf. 1 Cor. 2:2).
But now their eyeswere turned away from Christ unto supplements. Remember, the fal se teachers
had not actually denied the work of Christ. They taught that Christians would attain to a fuller
salvation and higher sanctity and a superior place in the Church if they would obey the require-
ments of the Jewish law. In other words, they were saying that observing Jewish rituals could add
something that Christ's sacrifice could not. This teaching is actually an insult to the blood of
Christ. Anything that man adds to the Gospel brings bondage.

How Did You Receive the Spirit? by Faith, or by Abstaining From Pork?

3:2-5" Thisonly would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing
of faith? Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? Have
ye suffered so many thingsin vain? if it be yet in vain. He therefore that ministereth to you the Spirit,
and wor keth miracles among you, doeth he it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?”

Paul reasons, “How did you receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit? Did you receive the Spirit by
faith, or by observing some Jewish ritual? What about the mighty miracles that were performed
among you? Were they done by faith, or because you abstained from pork? The Galatians had
started out sowell. Every spiritual blessing they received was by gracethrough faith. The Galatian
citieshad been visited by revival power. People were born again by faith and healed by faith. They
received the Spirit by faith. Miracles and spiritual gifts were demonstrated by faith, and they were
flourishing in all the blessings of the Lord. Now they weretrying to be“ made perfect by theflesh.”
For the second time, Paul calls them “foolish”— foolish for being beguiled by the false teachers,
and foolish for choosing “the flesh” over supernatural faith for a means of finding perfection.

Have ye suffered so many thingsin vain? if it be yet in vain. Suffering and hardship are the cost of
being area Christian, but they are followed by rich eternal rewards. Paul asks, “Was all your perse-
cution and reproach for nothing? Are you going to forfeit your eternal crown.” The Galatians were
being seduced from the path. They were coming short of the glory of God; they would missthe mark.
In turning from the emphasis of faith, some would even revert to their old lifestyles and be lost.
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The Goal of Paul's Preaching—~Perfection

All of Paul's preaching, teaching, and striving was for one main objective—to present every man
perfect in Christ. (Col.1:28-29, | Thes. 3:10, Heb. 2:10). His goal was not only to get men into
heaven, but to see them hit the mark for their lives. Anything lessthan thisissin (Rom. 3:23). Paul
wanted to present a mature, unblemished bride to the Lord, even as a father would prepare his
daughter for marriage (See 2 Cor.11:2-4). Paul was aware that false concepts would produce evil
fruit and bondage in his converts, thus, he protested vehemently to the young Galatian believers.

Abraham and All His True Sons Are Justified by Faith

3:6-9 “ Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to himfor righteousness| Gen.15:6] .
Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the [ sons] of Abraham. And the scrip-
ture, foreseeing that God would justify the [ Gentiles] through faith, preached before the gospel
unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. So then they which be of faith are
blessed with faithful Abraham.”

Abraham, the father of the Israglite nation, (the one all the Jewslooked to) wasjustified by faith, not
works (Rom. 4:1-8), and he was justified by faith long before the Law was given. Abraham was
justified by faith, even being uncircumcised (Rom. 4:9-12). The Scripture says, “He believed God”
and this was reckoned to him for righteousness (Gen.15:6). A believing heart pleases God. A be-
lieving heart is an open heart, asoft and listening and accepting heart. It isaheart God can change.
When God spoke to Abraham and he believed, God attributed righteousness to him. Abrahamisa
pattern for all the redeemed to come. We are justified by believing God's message of His Son.
Even Nineveh, a Gentile city, was spared judgment because they “believed God” (Jonah 3:4-10).

The Law Cannot Bless, it Can Only Curse

3:10-12 “ For asmany as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it iswritten, Cursed
is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them.
[Deut. 27:26]; But that no man isjustified by thelaw in the sight of God, it isevident: for, The just
shall live by faith[Hab. 2:4]; And the law [rests not on] faith: but [ declares], The man that doeth
themshall liveinthem” [Lev.18:5]. Thefolly of seeking for superior sanctity by legal observance
is made even more evident as Paul turns to another phase of his argument. Every blessing which
his readers enjoy has been received by faith, not by the Law of Moses. Paul now argues—“Not
only isthe Law unable to bless, it can only curse.”

All who fail to keep the requirements of the Law unfalteringly are condemned and under the curse
of Deuteronomy 27:15-26. “For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is
written, 'Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the
law to do them' (Deut. 27:26). Judged by such a standard, no man can be justified in the sight of
God. Even the Old Testament Scriptures make no promise of justification to those who keep the
law but instead point to justification by faith: “But that no man isjustified by the law in the sight
of God, itisevident: for, The just shall live by faith” (a quote from Habakkuk 2:4, cf. Psa.143:2).
Even the Law points to justification by sovereign pardon, not works (Psa. 32:1-2; Rom. 4:6-8).

“And the law [rests not on] faith: but [declares], 'The man that doeth them shall live in them™ The
man who keeps the law must keep it perpetually. Leviticus 18:5 commands perfect performance
under Law towindivine approval. Of course, this perfect performanceis more than we can accom-
plish. Therefore, the law is only a curse and we must cast ourselves upon faith in Christ
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Redeemed From the Curse of the Law

3:13-14 “ Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is
written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: [to the end] That the blessing of Abraham
might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit
through faith.”

The Law brought acursefor any disobedienceto itsdemands, yet it had no power to bless. The Law
offered no power to keep the Law. A “No Smoking” sign offers no help to a smoker. It can only
condemn a person for its violation. No one can meet the righteous demands of God's laws, and
therefore, all men under the Law are under the “curse” of the Law. All men are sinners.

Christ was “made a curse for us” in that He “became sin” upon the cross (2 Cor. 5:21, Isa. 53:6).
The “cup” which Christ had to drink in the Garden of Gethsemane was the cup of iniquity. At the
moment He received it, He became sin for us. The Father laid upon Him the iniquity of us all. His
substitutionary death upon the cross released us from the curse of sin. To “redeem” means to pay
the purchase price, in this case, of someonein bondage. Christ took the place of the guilty. Hepaid
our debt in full upon the cross and released us from the bondage of sin. Yet the very manner of His
death involved an unspeakably high price; it involved extreme humiliation, disgrace, and shame.

Christ Became a Curseto Destroy the Curse

“ Cursed isevery onethat hangeth onatree.” According to Deuteronomy 21:23, aman who was
hung upon atree was cursed. Although the Jews did not use crucifixion as a means of execution,
they did hang the dead bodies of criminals on a post or stake by their hands as a mark of great
dishonor. Thus, the disgrace of execution was further intensified by hanging. The shame of
“hanging” was a testimony in God's presence that a just and sufficient penalty had been paid.
Furthermore, it was a representation of God's abhorrence of sin.

According to the requirement of Jewish law, the body had to be buried before nightfall (Jn.19:31),
but while it remained exposed in plain view, it was a public proclamation that sin had been thor-
oughly punished. Paul'sreference to Deuteronomy 21:22-23 indicates how truly Christ, in hisdeath,
endured the utmost shame and suffering for the sins of the world, even while He was completely
innocent. Peter says, “thejust [suffered] for the unjust, that he might bring usto God” (1 Pet. 3:18).

Christ Releases All the Blessings of Abraham

Christ endured immense suffering in order that the blessings which had been promised to Abraham
might come to all who would put their faith in Him, out of every nation, tribe, and people. One of
those blessingsis the marvellous gift of the Holy Spirit, agift received by faith and not by works, a
fact which Paul made the Galatians admit (3:2). To receivethe Holy Spirit isatrue mark of salvation
(Rom. 8:9, 1 Cor. 6:19). Itissalvation'sseal.

The baptisminthe Holy Spirit isnecessary for Christian perfection. Living in the Spirit and walking
in the Spirit enable a believer not to fulfill the lusts of the flesh. The Holy Spirit produces all of the
beautiful fruits of the Spirit. The subject of the Holy Spirit is mentioned three timesin 3:1-14. The
baptism in the Holy Spirit is an important part of redemption's package. The Spirit was sent on the
Day of Pentecost when God opened the door of faith to the Jews and Gentiles alike.
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Promise to Abraham — Greater Than the L aw of Moses

The Judaizers who were troubling the Gal atians were willing to concede that Abraham wasjustified
by faith, and that the Galatian believers had been accepted by God through their faith in Christ.
However, they contended that the Law of M oses, having been “added” after the promise to Abraham,
was therefore binding upon the descendants of Abraham and upon all who expected to receive the
promises which had been made to Abraham. The legalists agreed that justification was by faith, but
only for those who had also observed the Mosaic law. In 3:15-22, Paul refutes this. In verse 15 he
explains that God's character and promises are not altered.

If aMan's Covenant Cannot Be Changed, Certainly God's Cannot

3:15 “ Brethren, | speak after the manner of men; Though it be but a man’s covenant, yet if it be
confirmed, no man disannulleth, or addeth thereto.” To make his point clear, Paul uses acommon
illustration. If an agreement between menisonce signed and sealed, it cannot be annulled or altered.
For example, if aman has alast will and testament that has been officialy confirmed, no one else
can set it aside or add a supplement. Now if this be true among men, Paul reasons, much less can
the gracious promise which God made to Abraham be changed by any subsequent requirement or
demand. If a human agreement, once ratified, cannot be annulled or overlaid by new stipulations,
how can God's generous promise to Abraham and his spiritual descendants be made void or altered
by the subsequent giving of Moses Law.

The Promise Comes Through Abraham's*“ Special” Seed

3:16 “ Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of
many; but as of one, And to thy Seed, which is Christ.” “Abraham's seed” refers to the following:
* His natural seed, the Israelites (Many of these Jews were unbelievers)

* His spiritual seed (Jews and Gentiles) - those who are of faith

* The Lord Jesus Himself (The Heir through whom came all the promises)

Paul focuses upon Christ, Abraham'’s special “ Seed”. Paul insists that God's gracious promise to
Abraham and his descendants is realized only in and through a special Seed of Abraham—the
Lord Jesus Christ Himself. Only through this Seed would “ all the nations of the earth be blessed.”
And “if we are Christ's, then we are Abraham'’s seed, and heirs according to the promise” (3:29).
From the very beginning, not all of Abraham's descendants were heirs of his promises. For example,
Ishmael and Esau were not heirs (cf. Jn. 8:39,40). The promises were only for those of thefaith line.

Moses Law Does Not M ake Void the Promises to Abraham

3:17-18 “ And this | say, that the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law,
which was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should make the promise of
none effect. For if theinheritance be of the law, it isno more of promise: but God gave it to Abraham
by promise.” God promised Abraham, “in thy Seed shall al the earth be blessed.” This is the
promise of the coming Redeemer who would justify all by faith. The Law which came 430 years
later could not change the conditions of the promised inheritance, which is received by faith.

This 430 years starts from the time Abraham came into Canaan and sojourned in Egypt (Gn.12:1-10)
until thetimethe Law was given . Exodus 12:40 says, “Now the sojourning of the children of Israel
who dwelt in Egypt [and Canaan] was four hundred and thirty years’. Israel made their exodus
from Egypt 430 years from the time Abraham first sojourned in Egypt. In the year of departure
from Egypt, they cameto Mount Sinal, at which time the Law was given by Moses. (See page 32).
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The Purpose of the Law—To M ake Sin Exceedingly Sinful

3:19 “ Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the seed should
come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator.”
The Age of the Law was inserted only for atime to show men their sinfulness and the need of the
coming Redeemer. “It was added because of transgressions.” The Law was aarrow pointing to the
promised Seed who could give true forgiveness and sonship. All nations of the world would be
blessed, (Jew and Gentile together) by faith in Christ. Once again, Paul wants the Galatians to
know that the Age of the Law was inferior and temporary. Its purpose was only to show men the
problemsin their hearts and point them to Christ, the only One who can justify.

* The Law offers no power to keep it. The Law givesno life! (Gal. 3:21).

* The Law only shows us what iswrong. “By the Law is the knowledge of sin” (Rom. 3:20).

* TheLaw isfor the lawless (1 Tim.1:9). A No Smoking sign is only for smokers, not non smokers.

* The Law only definessin. “I had not known lust except the law had said, do not covet” (Rom. 7:7).

* The Law could only curse, not bless. (Gal. 3:13).

* The Law can only condemn. “By the works of the Law shall no flesh be justified” (Gal. 2:16).

* The Law makes sin become “exceedingly sinful” (Rom. 7:12-13).

* The Law shows our helpless state, and points to our blessed Redeemer (Gal. 3:19).

* The Law makes nothing perfect, but a better hope does, by which we draw nigh to God (Heb.7:19).
(Accessto God, arelationship, God reasoning and speaking to us: these things change our heart.)

“ And it was ordained by angelsin the hand of a mediator.” On Mount Sinai the Law was given to
Moses the mediator, by angels (cf. Acts 7:53). It was unlike the promise God gave to Abraham,
for the Lord Himself gave this promise to Abraham. There were no angels or mediators involved.

The Promiseto Abraham (Immutable) / The Law of Moses (Conditional)

3:20“ Now a mediator isnot a mediator of one, but Godisone.” A mediator isused only when there
are two parties, but in this case there were not two parties. God was the only party here. (“God is
one” - the Father and Son made this promise to Abraham.) Paul is comparing the superiority of the
promise God made to Abraham with the inferior Law that was given through the mediator Moses.

Promise to Abraham — Given by God (Gen.12:312:7) - (repeated in 13:14-17 15:2-6 17:4,5 22:15-18)

(immutable) Involved no mediator God promised a land when he was a stranger in it,
There were not two parties and a seed when he was childless. He promised an

e inheritance (physical and spiritual), and that all the
No conditions to be met. families of the earth would be blessed through his

Seed (the Redeemer). Abraham believed God, and
for this he was accounted righteous.
The Law of Moses — Administered by angels

(conditional) Had a mediator, Moses
Involved two parties
With conditions to be met

A mediator suggests there are at least two parties involved. Moses was a mediator of the Law,
standing between God and man. The Law had conditions which men actually could not meet.
“If you keep al the law, you will be blessed.” But the promise given to Abraham did not involve
two parties. It was not really between God and Abraham. It was made between God the Father and
God the Son (See p.33, Genesis 15). Thus, the promise of a coming Redeemer who would “bless all
the families of the earth” was immutable. The promise to Abraham did not depend on Abraham.
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When Abram placed his foot in the land of Canaan for the first time, God began to confirm the
promises He had made to him. In Genesis 12:2, God said He would make a great nation out of
Abram. Still, he did not even have one child. In Genesis 12:3, He says “in thee[in his seed] al the
families of the earth would be blessed.” As Abram passed quickly through the land, observing it
along the way, the Lord appeared to him and repeated, “Unto thy seed will | givethisland” (12:6,7).
Thisisthe promise God made to Abraham. The promise involved aland, a people, an inheritance,
and a specia Seed (a Redeemer) through whom all the families of the earth would be blessed.
Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness. This promise, confirmed
upon Abraham's entrance into the land, marks the beginning of the 430 years of which Paul speaks
in Galatians 3:17. Moses Law was given exactly 430 yearslater on Sinai, but Paul saysthe Law of
Moses cannot in any way alter God's promises to Abraham which are inherited by faith.

Still moving in a southerly direction, Abram continued all the way through Canaan, with numerous
herds and flocks. He could not remain in Canaan because of a severe famine, and he came till
further south into Egypt (Gen.12:9-10). Setting his foot upon Egyptian soil for the very first time
marks the beginning of the 430 years which Abraham's seed would sojourn in and out of Egypt
(cf. Ex.12:40-41). Thisis the same 430 years mentioned by Paul in Galatians 3:17.

The Promise The Law Added The Promise Fulfilled
“In thee shall all the families To Show Men Their needs Christ the Redeemer Comes
of the earth be blessed” To Prepare Men for the Redeemer Justifiesall by faith
430 years ——————| I
Gen. 12:3, 7 Entry into Canaan Exodus 19:1-2 Galatians 3:29
Gen. 12:10 Entry into Egypt Exodus 12:40-41

Genesis 12:2-3 - The promise God made to Abram is confirmed upon entrance into Canaan.
Genesis12:7 - God in Christ (pre-incarnate Christ) appears to Abram, confirming the promise.
Genesis 13:14-17 God repeats the promise: the land of Canaan will be his.
His seed will be asthe dust of the earth ...an innumerable multitude.
Genesis 15:5 His seed will be as the stars of heaven ... an innumerable multitude.
Genesis15:18  Canaanis his. (The place where the Redeemer will come and bless all nations).
Genesis 22:15-18 The promiseis repeated, after Abraham by faith iswilling to offer hisonly son.
His seed isto be as the stars of heaven- his spiritual seed (believers of al nations).
His seed is to be as the sand of the sea- his physical seed (the Jews)
In his special SEED (Christ), all nations of the earth will be blessed.

Theoriginal promise God gaveto Abrahamisrecorded in Genesis 12:2-3. God repeats the promise
over and over again. God's promises to Abraham could not be earned. All Abraham was required
to do was believe and obey. Abraham was the friend of God. Abraham walked with God, talked
with God, worshipped God, and loved God. How could faith not thrivein his heart?

The promise that Abraham would inherit the earth, that his Seed would bless al nations, that he
and his descendants would inherit the land of Canaan—would all be brought to pass by faith.
Abraham was not able to bring any of these promises to pass. He was unable to have children. He
and hiswifewere beyond the years of bearing. Every promisewould beinherited by grace, through
faith. In Genesis 15, we will see that God's promises were immutable. Abraham was powerless to
bring any of the promisesto pass, except by believing and obeying. It was by faith, not works.

Page 32



The Immutability of the Promiseto Abraham
Genesis 15

In Genesis 15:2-4, Abraham till had no children and he was growing older. Yet, God had prom-
ised that his descendants would be innumerable. Therefore, Abraham asks, “Lord, are you going
to fulfill this promise through my trusted steward, Eliezer. Is he going to be my heir?” God
assured Abraham that Eliezer was not his heir, but someone born “from his own loins” would be
the heir. Inverse 5, the Lord took Abraham out at night to look at a clear sky. God asked: “Can
you count the stars, Abraham? Well, so shall your seed be!” “And Abraham believed in the Lord,
and he counted it to him for righteousness’ (15:6.) The promise of being “a father of many
nations’ was only going to be fulfilled by faith, by abelieving heart. The Lord was now going to
reaffirm His promise to Abraham by a covenant.

In Genesis 15:9-12, the Lord instructs Abraham to take certain animals, slay them, and divide them
in half. In those times, the sealing of a covenant was confirmed by having both parties of the
covenant walk together between the divided carcasses of the animals. Thus, Abraham took these
animalsand clavethem into two parts, laying one part on theright side, and the other part on the | eft
side. Through this pathway of divided sacrifices, both God and Abraham were to walk together,
thus sealing the covenant. But thisnever happened! Suddenly, asthe sun was going down, “adeep
sleep fell upon Abram; and behold, an horror of great darkness fell upon him” (15:12).

Horror of Great Darkness— To Show Only God Can Bring the Promisesto Pass

Thiswill happeninyour life too when God meets you and gives you special promises. He will pass
you through this experience of “a horror of great darkness’ so that you will realize how helpless
you are, and how impossibleit isin your own strength and abilities to fulfill the promises He has
made to you. It is a terrible sense of helplessness and loneliness, and you feel enveloped with
darkness (cf. Isa. 50:10).

Abram Not a Participant of the Covenant

The parties of the covenant should naturally have been God and Abraham. But Abraham wasin a
deep sleep. Normally God and Abraham would have passed between those divided sacrifices and
sealed the covenant. Such was not the case. Instead, two others passed ... “Behold a smoking
furnace, and a burning lamp passed between those pieces.” (15:17). The Smoking Furnace is a
symbol of God the Father. Hebrews 12:29 says, “Our God is a consuming fire.” The Burning
Lamp, of course, is representative of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Light of the World.

Who passed between those divided sacrifices? It was none other than God the Father and God the
Son. These two made an immutable covenant between themselves to give the land of Canaan to
Abraham and his seed forever. Therefore, this promise can never be broken. It was not a covenant
between God and man, but between the Father and Son. Abraham was not a participant of the
covenant. This covenant / promise involved much more than a guarantee of the land belonging to
Abraham and his seed forever. It was also an agreement between God the Father and the Son that
the Son Himself would be a sacrifice for the sins of the world on that very land. Therefore, the
promise to Abraham was immutable—that his Seed (The Redeemer) would bless al the families
of the earth. It was settled before the foundation of the world that He should be the Lamb slain for
the sins of the world (Rev.13:8, 1 Pet.1:19-20). It was also determined before the world began,
that al men, both Jew and Gentile, should be justified by faith in Him.
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The Law Shows Men Their Need — Pavesthe Way for the Promised Redeemer

3:21-22 * Isthe law then against the promises of God? God forbid: for if there had been a law given
which could have given life, verily righteousness should have been by the law. But the scripture hath
concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to themthat believe.”

The Law (which came 430 years after the promise) was not in opposition to the promises. The Law
was simply unable to give any spiritual life. It gave no one any power to change. It only revealed
their problems. The Law was never intended to clear men of sin, it was only to show their sinsand
“conclude all under sin” and point them to the coming Redeemer. Thus, the Law paved the way
for fulfillment of the promiseto all who put their faith in Christ.

The Law—a Tutor for Children

3:23-25 “ But before [the] faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which
should afterwards be revealed. Wherefore the law was our [tutor] to bring us unto Christ, that we
might be justified by faith. But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a [tutor].”

The Law did play an essential part in the plan of God. Paul likens the Age of the Law to a child
conducted to and from school by atutor. The word “schoolmaster” in the KJV leads to awrong
conception of Paul's metaphor. The word used for schoolmaster defines an office which does not
exist in modern times. The “pedagogue”’ or child conductor in the days of Paul was a trusted
servant, usually aslave, whose duty was not merely to lead his master's son to school, but in some
measure to supervise his manners and morals. He was not qualified to instruct, nor was he given
authority to control, but he was appointed to attend and safeguard the child until he reached
maturity and was no longer in need of discipline and guidance.

Such was the place and function of the Mosaic Law, according to Paul. The Law was a stern tutor
intended for the guidance of the Jewish race. It regulated outward actions, and prescribed right
conduct. It commanded certain checks upon evil until those under its jurisdiction were ready for
the spiritual freedom to be found in Christ. The Law prepared men for faith in Christ, and Christ
isthe Object of our faith. We are brought to Him that we might be justified by faith.

Graduation From Childhood to Adulthood

“ But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster.” (3:25). Now that you have
come to Christ and the New Covenant, you are no longer under the tutor or Old Covenant, reasons
Paul. Thisislike a graduation from childhood to the status of an adult. He is no longer a minor, but
an adult, and able to partake of theinheritance. He now enjoystheliberty of afull-grown son—*For
ye are all the [sons] of God through faith in Christ Jesus.”

3:26 “ For yeareall the[sons] of God by faithin Christ Jesus.” Suddenly, Paul shiftshisemphasis
on the relation of the Jewsto the Law. Now, with the coming of the Seed “in whom all families of
the earth will be blessed,” Gentiles aswell as Jews can have ready access to the spiritual blessings
of God. Therefore, Paul turns to his mostly Gentile congregation in Galatia with the assurance:
“Yeareadll the[sons] of God by faithin Christ Jesus.” Theword issonshere, not “children.” The
outstanding difference between the Old Testament Law and the New Testament Faith is the dif-
ference between a child-heir and an adult who has come of age and is able to partake of the
promised inheritance. Paul later asks, “ After growing up, why do you want to be a child again?’
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EveryoneWhoisin Christ Can BeAn Equal Heir of the Blessings

3:26-29 “ For ye areall the [sons] of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been
baptized into Christ have put on Christ. Thereis neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor
free, thereisneither male nor female: for yeareall onein Christ Jesus. And if ye[be] Christ’s, then
are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.”

Paul is all inclusive here in these closing verses. All are sons of God who trust in Christ. All are
heirsto arich inheritance. All who are baptized into Christ have “put on Christ.” To put on Christ
is to be clothed with Christ. It is to take upon oneself the very virtues and excellencies of Christ.
Just as a garment which one puts on envelops and identifies the person wearing it, so the person
baptized in Christ is entirely involved with Christ and in the salvation brought by Him. These
blessings are for all who are of faith. It does not matter about our race, whether we are Jew or
Gentile, our gender, whether we are male or female, or our socia status, whether we are bond or
free. If we are Christ's, then we are truly Abraham's seed, and heirs of all the promises.

God isnot a Respecter of Persons

The Judaizers were very class conscious. They believed that Jews were quite superior to Gentiles.
Now that the Gentiles had been brought into the Church, they were compelling the Gentilesto live
asJews. But Paul isbreaking down theracial barriers, the gender gaps, and the social differences.
“Thereis neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female:
for ye are al onein Christ.” By faith in Christ, the Gentiles become fellow-heirs with the Jews.
Women as well and men could partake of all the same spiritual blessings. Even slaves and those of
lower class could have the same spiritual benefits as those in higher society (See Acts 10:34-35).

To understand Paul's theology, we have to study all of his fourteen epistles together. Paul stated
that “he taught the same things everywhere in al his churches’ (1 Cor. 4:17). One of his mgjor
teachings was that of unity and equality. Let'sread Ephesians 2:11-19:

“Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh,
who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumci-
sion in the flesh made by hands; That at that time ye were without
Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers
from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in
the world:

But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made
nigh by the blood of Christ. For he is our peace, who hath made
both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition be-
tween us; Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of
commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of
twain one new man, so making peace; And that he might reconcile
both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity
thereby: And came and preached peace to you which were afar off,
and to them that were nigh. For through him we both have access
by one Spirit unto the Father. Now therefore ye are no more strang-
ers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the house-
hold of God;”
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Summary of Chapter Three

3:1 TheJudaizershad “cast aspell” over the Galatians. Their eyes had been turned away from the
central theme of Christianity—from “Christ crucified” unto supplements.

3:2-5 Paul reasons, “How did you receive the Spirit? How were the miracles wrought among you?
Were these spiritual blessings received by faith or because you abstained from pork and you
observed some other Levitical rule? Obvioudly, it was by faith, not works. Paul warns them
not to seek perfection “by the flesh” (man made rules), after starting out in the Spirit.

3:6-9 Abraham, the father of the Israglite nation (the one all the Jews look up to), was justified by
faith. He believed God—this was counted unto him for righteousness. Abraham is a pattern
for the redeemed. All arejustified by believing the message of God's Son. Paul in Romans
declared that Abraham was righteous by faith—before the Law and before being circumcised.

3:10-12 The only thing the Law can do iscurse. Thereisacurse on al who fail to keep itsrequire-
ments unfalteringly (cf. Deut. 27:26). Therefore, no man isjustified by the Law. Even in the
Old Testament it was declared—" The just shall live by faith” (Hab. 2:4). Thereformation in
Europe under Martin Luther was based on the recovery of thisverse. Paul, in histheology in
Romans, pointsto justification by sovereign pardon without works (Psa.32:1,2 Rom.4:6-8).

3:13,14 Christ took away the curse, becoming a curse for us when He was upon the cross. Anyone
hung on across [post, stake] (Deut. 21:22,23) was considered accursed of God. While upon
the cross, He paid our heavy debt and released all the blessings of Abraham's promisesto us.

3:15-22 - The Judaizers conceded that Abraham was justified by faith, as were the Galatians, but
contended that the Law of Moses, having been “added” after the promise to Abraham, was
binding upon Abraham'’s descendants and all who expected to receive his promises.

3:15 Paul'srebuttal to thiswas that even man's covenants cannot be altered once agreed upon. If a
human agreement cannot be annulled, certainly God's promise cannot be overlaid with new
stipulations. The subsequent giving of the Law does not make void God's original promise.

3:16 The promiseto Abraham would be fulfilled in a special Seed, the Redeemer. (All who are of
faith, whether Jew or Gentile, would be blessed in this Seed, without the works of the Law).

3:17,18 Paul affirmsthat the Law of Moses, which was given 430 years after the promise, could not
change the conditions of the promises, which are received by faith, not by Moses' Law.

3:19 The purpose of the Law was to show men their need and point them to the coming Redeemer.
The Law was never intended to bring justification.

3:20 The Law of Moses had two parties and a mediator (Moses), and had conditions. Paul implies
that the Promise had no mediator—there were not two parties and it had no conditions. Paul
said “God isone”. The promise was created by the Father and Son. Therefore, the promiseis
immutable and cannot be changed. God predetermined to send his Seed to bless all nations.

3:21,22 The Law was not in opposition to the promise, it just could not “givelife’ or change the
heart. The Law made all men (Jews/ Gentiles) sinners, and pointed all to the coming Savior.

3:23-25 TheLaw wasa“tutor”. It acted as a servant who conducted his master's child to school and
somewhat supervised his manners and morals. He attended him until he reached maturity. The
Law was a guide and disciplinarian to bring us unto Christ and the New Covenant. Going
from the Law to the New Covenant was like a child no longer being aminor, but becoming an
adult, and coming of age to receive an inheritance. Before that, he was only a child-heir.

3:26-29 Paul concludes “all those who believe in Abraham'’s Seed are equally blessed—irrespective
of race (Jew or Greek), gender (male or female), or socia status (bond or free, rich or poor).”

Page 36



Chapter Jfour

The Difference Between Infants and M ature Sons
(Difference Between Being Under Law and Under Faith)

In the opening verses of Chapter Four, Paul is continuing his theme from Chapter Three. He is
comparing aminor with someonewho comes of age and isableto claim hisinheritance. Those who
were under the Law were like minors. They were under “tutors and governors’ until the father
determined that they were mature enough to receive their inheritance.

Under the Law—a Child-Heir No Better Than a Servant
(Heisunableto claim hisinheritance)

4:1,2" Now | say, That the heir, aslong asheisa child, differeth nothing froma servant, though he
be lord of all; But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father.” Those
living under the Law are likened to child-heirs. A child-heir isimmature and cannot lay claim to
the inheritance. In this respect, he is no different than a slave or household servant. Though heis
an heir to arich estate and “lord of all,” he cannot take possession of it because he is under age.
During his childhood, heis controlled and restrained by “tutors and governors’—(guardians who
have charge of his personal life, and trustees who watch over his future inheritance and property.)
This subordinate and limited condition continues “until the day appointed by the father.”

Under the Law—a Child-Heir L earns Elementary L essons of Outward Things

4:3 *“ Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world:”
“We aso [who were | sraglites under the Law] when we were children, werein bondage, under our
childhood lessons of outward things.” The Israglites under the Law were like children trained in
all the Levitical ceremonies of Moses, which Paul calls “the elements of the world.” But these
were only symbols and types of the coming New Covenant. In verses 9-10, Paul asks, “Why are
you resorting to these weak and beggarly elements ... observing days, months, times, and years?’
Paul wantsto show his Galatian readersthat their desire to adopt these Jewish rituals as agrounds
of acceptance with God was like going back to kindergarten and gradeschool after they had
graduated. They were relapsing into a second childhood and surrendering their inheritance.

Graduation of a Child-Heir to a Mature Son Who Getsthe Inheritance

4:4-7 * But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made
under thelaw, To redeemthemthat were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. And
because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.
Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.”

The coming of Christ (the Promised Seed) marked the period of release from spiritual childhood
and servitude under the Law to the promised inheritance. This was “the time appointed by the
Father.” “But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman,
made under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of
sons.” Adoption in this case literally means “to be placed as a mature son over an inheritance.”
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According to Paul, the Jews under the Law had been “shut up” in prison...under sin...and trained as
children in outward ordinances, al in preparation for the Faith which would afterwards be reveal ed.
Since the Law offered no power to change the heart but only produced guilt, the Jews should have
been conditioned and eager to receive the Redeemer when He appeared.

Christ Was Born Under L aw-Conditionsto Ransom Those Under Law-Conditions

4:4-5 * But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his son, made of a woman, made
under the Law, To redeem them that were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.”
Christ was* born of awoman” with all thelimitations of humanity. Hewas* born under the Law” —
subject to al itsrestrictions, requirements, and demands, yet born “that he might redeem them that
were under the Law.”

The whole purpose for God becoming a man was redemption. His birth at Bethlehem looked
forward to the cross. Yet the ultimate purpose of redemption wasfor the redeemed to become fully
developed “sons’ (Heb. 2:10). Until Christ came, and until redemption was fully accomplished,
the state of spiritual immaturity, sin, and bondage continued during the age of the Law. But after
redemption had been achieved, believers (Jew and Gentile alike) could partake of the inheritance
and enjoy the privileges of full-grown sons of God. For all believers, the childhood which belonged
to the Law should be past, and the freedom of manhood begun.

The Proof That We Are Sons—God Gives Usthe Spirit of His Son

4:6" And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Soninto our hearts, crying Abba
Father.” The proof that we are sons comes from the cry of the Son's Spirit which God has put
within us. The apostle now returnsto asubject he has mentioned twice before (3:2-5, 3:14), namely,
that the Galatians have received the Holy Spirit. Thisis the evidence that God has received them,
and they had the Spirit before the Judaizers ever visited Galatia and introduced the Mosaic Law.

4:7* [Sothat] thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.”
How foolish for the Galatians to fall back from their high position of sons of God to the standing of
immature children or slaves under bondage to the beggerly elements of the Law. Everything they
possessed came from “God through Christ”, not through the works of the Law.

Under the Law: (Works)

* They were servants in bondage, child-heirs whose position was no better than servants
* They were children being trained in elementary symbols and exteriors

* They were under sin, guilt, and the curse

* They had the promise of inheritance, but as children were not mature enough to have it

Under Faith: (Relationshi
( p) The Redeemer was born in the time of the

* They were no longer servants, or children Law, under all itslimitations. Under theLaw

* They were freed from sin and guilt Heperfectly fulfilled the Law. “ Christ isthe

R end [termination, fulfillment] of the Law to
They were full grown sons all who believe’ (Rom.10:4).

* Their inh?ritance Ope_n?d Now all our righteousnessis found in Him.
* They received the Spirit He has set us free from the curse of the Law.
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Galatia—Though a Mostly Gentile Church, Had Turned Jewish

4:8-11 “ Howbeit then, when ye knew not God, ye did service unto them which by nature are no
gods. But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye again to the
weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage? Ye observe days, and
months, and times, and years. | am afraid of you, lest | have bestowed upon you labour in vain.”

It isobvious that the Galatians were essentially Gentile, for in the past they were idol worshippers.
They had " done service unto them which by nature are no gods’. The Jews did not worship idols.
The Galatians, by their Christian faith, had been set free from the bondage of idol worship. Now, in
avery rea sense, they were returning to their old lifestyles, but in another form. Heathenism and
Jewish ritualism had much in common—nboth exercised many empty and lifeless forms in an
attempt to earn favor from deities.

You Did Not Choose God, God Chose You

Here Paul addresses his readers as Gentile converts. In their former state, they had been ignorant of
the onetrue God. Asidolaters, they had been subject to cruel bondage and experienced the fear and
dread of those who worship deities which in reality are not deities at all. Through Christ, however,
they had “cometo know God”. Then Paul adds: “Readlly, it isnot you who have come to know God,
it is God who has known you.” Paul gives no credit to man. It is God who recognized and sought
you and made you His sons, not you who recognized and sought after God. This was another way
of emphasizing God's sovereignty and grace instead of glorifying man's achievement (Jn.15:16).

Why Turn Back to Something So Inferior?

“How turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in bond-
age? Ye observe days, and months, and times, and years.” (4:9a-10). This is a reference to the
Jewish rites which at one time had divine power and value but were now poor and feeble, since
Christ had outdated them. “Days, months, times, and years’ refers to the Jewish feasts and the
Hebrew sacred calendar. There were so many detailsto the Levitical system that Peter said, itis“a
yoke which neither our fathers nor we were ableto bear” (Acts15:10). All thefeast days, offerings,
ordinances, and circumcision have spiritual meaning. Yet these are not to be carried out any more
in the physical realm. Only their spiritual meanings are to be applied to our lives. cf. Col. 2:14,16

“Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which
was contrary to us, and took it out of theway, nailingitto hiscross... Let
no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of any holy
day, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days.” (Colossians 2:14,16)

The Galatians were abandoning and exchanging the freedom and sonship they had in Christ for a
yoke of bondage. Paul said:" | am[fearful for] you, lest | have bestowed upon you labour invain.”

He had spent many months of faithful missionary work among the Galatians. Now enemies had
sown another seed among them, and they were bearing thorns and briers (Heb. 6:8,9). Paul feared
that hisvineyard would be overrun with evil fruit and that much of hislabor would belost. He knew
that if the Galatians continued on their present cours