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Homiletics 1
Chapter 1

THE IMPORTANCE OF
PREACHING

Homileticsisastudy of the preparation and delivery of ser-
mons. It comesfrom theword homily, whichisamoral talk or
asermon.

A smpledefinition of preaching is*aperson declaring God's
messageto other people.” There aretwo main words used for
preaching in the Greek New Testament. The most frequently
used word iskerusso, which means*to proclaim asaherald.”

Itisused about 60 times, such asin Matthew 3:1, Mark 1:14,
Acts10:42, and 2 Timothy 4:2. It emphasi zestheimportance of
the preacher asbeing aherald, messenger, or spokesman for
God.

The other word isevangeli zo, which means*to announce good
news, to evangelize.” Thisword isused over 50 timesin the
New Testament. Some examplesarein Luke4:18, Acts5:42,
Romans 10:15, and 1 Corinthians 1:17. Thisword emphasizes
theimportance of the messagethat we areto preach. That mes-
sage, of course, isthe gospel or good news of God to man.

Theministry of preaching isof utmost importance. In Mark
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16:15, the Great Commission that Christ hasentrusted to His
disciples, isacommand to “Gointo all theworld and preach
the gospel to every creature.”

Angelshave not been appointed to preach to all theworld, but
men are chosen of God. Thisisthe central task that has been
givento the Church. In Matthew 24:14 Jesus prophesied that
“thisgospd of thekingdomwill bepreachedinal theworld asa
witnesstodl thenations, and thentheend will come.” TheChurch
will havefinished itsgreat work upon the earth, and Christ will
come again, when the preaching of the gospel has covered the
wholeworld!

Preachingisthemethod by which God haschosento bring His
Word to mankind. Titus 1:3tellsusthat God has* manifested
Hisword through preaching.” Christ said to the seventy preach-
ersthat He sent out in Luke 10:16, “Hewho hearsyou hears
Me, hewhorgectsyourgectsMe...” Asamodern definition,
preaching has been described as* reveding theincarnate word
(Christ) from thewritten word (the Bible) by the spokenword
(preaching).”

Preaching not only brings God’sWord to man, but it can also
prepare the way for God to move by His Spirit. Acts 10:44
declaresthat “while Peter was still speaking thesewords, the
Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard theword.” In First
Corinthians 2:4 the Apostle Paul declared, “My speech and



Homiletics 3

my preaching were not with persuasive words of humanwis-
dom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power.” Preach-
ing can cause salvation, miracles, healing, and many of the
wonderful works of God to be accomplished (study 1 Cor.
1:21, MKk. 16:20, and Acts 14:7-10). Thisis because “faith
comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Rom.
10:17).

Because of theimportance of preaching, God isseekingto pre-
pare and send out multitudes of preachers. The Lord wantsto
raise up an army of preachersaround theworld so that it can
besaid again asin the daysof David'smighty kingdom, “The
L ord gavetheword; great wasthe company of thosewho pro-
clamedit” (Ps. 68:11).

God has alwayslonged to send out preachersto declare His
word. Thecry of God'sheart was expressed when | saiah heard
theLord say, “Whom shall | send, andwhowill gofor us?’ (Is.
6:8).

Our Lord Jesus a so spoke about thisin Matthew 9:37-38: “But
when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion
for them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep
having no shepherd. Then Hesaid to Hisdisciples, Theharvest
truly isplentiful, but thelaborersarefew. Therefore pray the
Lord of the harvest to send out |aborersinto Hisharvest.”

The Apostle Paul also wrote, “Whoever callson the name of
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the LORD shall be saved. How then shall they call onHimin
whom they have not believed? And how shall they believein
Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear
without apreacher?’ (Rom. 10:13-14).

Hasthisdesirefrom the heart of God also becomeyour desire?
Do you want to beamessenger or ambassador of God to speak
Hisword to the people? Do you desireto be avessel through
whom the blessings of heaven can be brought to earth?Itisa
high and holy calling, but onethat a soinvolvesgreat responsi-

bility.
PREACHING | SA GREAT RESPONSIBILITY

The commission that was given to Ezekiel helps show there-
sponsibility givento everyonewho would proclaim God' sword.
TheLordtold the prophet in Ezekiel 3:17-21.:

“ Son of man, | have made you a watchman for the house of
Israel; therefore hear a word from My mouth, and give them
warning fromMe: When | say to thewicked, ‘ You shall surely
die, and you give him no warning, nor speak to warn the
wicked from his wicked way, to save his life, that same
wicked man shall diein hisiniquity; but hisblood | will re-
quire at your hand. Yet, if you warn the wicked, and he does
not turn from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he
shall die in hisiniquity; but you have delivered your soul.
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Again, when a righteous man turns from his righteousness
and commits iniquity, and | lay a stumbling block before
him, he shall die; because you did not give himwarning, he
shall diein hissin, and hisrighteousness which he hasdone
shall not be remembered; but hisblood | will require at your
hand. Nevertheless if you warn the righteous man that the
righteous should not sin, and he does not sin, he shall surely
live because he took warning; also you will have delivered
your soul.”

A preacher iscalled to belike awatchman or asoldier onguard
duty. Just asthe solemn duty of asoldier on guard duty isto stay
awakeand attentive, sowemust ever beready to hear fromthe
L ord and speak Hiswords. In some armiesthe death penalty
hasbeen givento soldierswhofell asleep onguard duty! Ina
similar way, Jonah wasapreacher who ailmost lost hislife be-
cause herefused to speak the message that God had given him
for Nineveh.

Not only must apreacher learn to obediently speak what God
wants him to say, but a preacher also hasto put into practice
what he preaches. We must live up to the godly standardsto
whichwecdl otherstolive.

We see an example of thiswhen Moseswas beginning hismin-
istry. In Exodus chapter three we can read how God commis-
sioned Mosesto go and declare Hisword. M oses had amighty
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encounter with the Lord and was given power to work great
signsand wonders. After thismeeting with God, M oses began
thejourney back to Egypt. Wethenread in Exodus4:24, “And
it cameto pass on the way, at the encampment, that the Lord
met M osesand sought tokill him.” Why isthis?How can this
be? First God meetswith Mosesand gives him power to set a
nation free. Then He seeksto kill him before he can begin?

First of dl, weunderstiand that if God redly wanted tokill Moses,
Hecould havedoneit in aninstant. That would have beenthe
end of the story! Yet whileMoses' lifewas certainly in great
danger, hiswife had enough timeto do something that turned
away theanger of God. Wefurther read in the next two verses,
“Then Zipporah took asharp stone and circumcised her son...
So God let Mosesgo.” Thisshowsusthered stuationthat God
wastryingto correct.

Moses had not obeyed the command of God, that all the
mal e descendants of Abraham wereto be circumcised. After
all, circumcision wasessential in order to possesstheland of
Canaan and Moseswas going to bring I srael into theland of
promisewith uncircumcision in hisown family. How could
Moses preach God's standards to all the people when his
own family was not obeying those same standards? Thiswas
important enough in the eyes of God for Mosesto bekilled if
he was not ready to practice what he was going to preach!
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If the preacher will not honor and obey the word of God,
everyone elsewill be encouraged to despise and disobey the
word of God also. The disobedient preacher can become a
religious hypocritewho will warrant God'sjudgment. In Mat-
thew 23:13-33 we can read how Christ strongly rebuked the
scribes and Pharisees who were the Bible preachers of that
time. TheLord called them hypocrites, blind guides, and fools;
and ended by saying to them, “ Serpents, brood of vipers!
How can you escape being condemned to hell?’

Invisionsof hell that some have seen, perhapsthe most fearful
judgment of all awaitsthefalse preacherswho are condemned
tohell. Thewordsof Christ will certainly befulfilled, whereHe
warned, “ And that servant who knew hismaster’swill, and did
not prepare himsealf or do according to hiswill, shall be beaten
with many stripes.... For everyonetowhommuchisgiven, from
him muchwill berequired” (LK. 12:47-48).

Tobaancethis, itisencouraging to know that visonshaveaso
been given which show the great rewardsin heaven that await
thefaithful preacher. Every soul that they helplead to heavenwill
be added to their eternal joy, reward, and glory. For example,
the Apostle Paul said about his convertsin Thessa onica, “For
what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Isit not even
you in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at Hiscoming?
For you are our glory and joy” (1 Thes. 2:19-20). The angel
told Daniel, “Those who turn many to righteousness [shall
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shine] likethe starsforever” (Dan. 12:3).

Our Lord Jesus emphasized the great eternal blessing or judg-
ment upon those who teach or preach the Word of God in
His most famous message, the Sermon on the Mount. He
declared, “Whoever therefore breaks one of theleast of these
commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called least in
the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and teachesthem,
he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven” (Mt. 5:19).

To be an ambassador of Christ and preach His unsearchable
richesisagreat privilege. However, let usalso remember itis
agreat responsibility. (See James 3:1 for the seriousness of
teaching wrong concepts.)
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Chapter 2

THE PREPARATIONSFOR A
PREACHER

Thereare preparationsthat must be compl eted before someone
can becomeagood preacher. Firgt of al, important foundations
need to bebuilt withinthelife of everyonewhowould aspireto
beapreacher.

Called of God

Thefirst requirement isthat apreacher must be called and sent
by God. Just asan ambassador must be appointed and giventhe
authority to represent his nation, even so apreacher must be
appointed and given authority by God to speak HisWord (2
Cor. 5:20; Heb. 5:4; Rom. 10:15).

Thereare many different waysin which one can sensethat he
has been called of God to declare His word. The Lord may
speak directly tothe person. If hehasamighty vistation of God,
and perhaps seesavision or hearsthe L ord speak to him that he
iscalled totheministry, that iswonderful . Yet sometimesaper-
sonwill quietly hear the voice of God when heis praying or
reading the Bible. The aspiration to be a preacher may even
sart asasmpledesireinyour heart, which God will degpenand
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confirm asyou continueto follow the Lord and prepare your-
f.

Sometimesaperson’scalingto preach will first bediscerned by
a sensitive man or woman of God. Perhaps your pastor or a
church leader will seethat the hand of God isupon your life.
They may encourageyou to preparefor theministry, or giveyou
the opportunity to beginto preach. Yet if God hascalled youto
preach HisWord, then God will aso start to personally speak to
you and place Hisburden within your heart asyou continueto
followHim.

FOUR STEPSTO BECOME PREPARED

After aperson startsto become aware of God’s call to become
apreacher, he needsto make adequate preparations. One' sentire
lifemust undergo preparation, much likeasoldier that joinsan
army, or likeayoung athletewho wantsto preparefor the Olym-
pics. Heaven'sresources are avail able to the person preparing
to become apreacher. Notwithstanding, the world, theflesh,
and thedevil will do all they canto opposehim.

In Exodus chapter 5 we can read about the difficultiesM oses
faced when hewent to Egypt and began to preach. Pharaoh (a
type of Satan) was certainly against him. Then Pharaoh made
lifemoredifficult for the I sraglites, and commanded that they
make the same number of brickswithout being giventhe straw



Homiletics 11

to help makethem, asbefore. Theresult wasthat the lsraglites
then blamed Mosesand hispreaching for making their liveseven
moremiserable! AsMosesgrew discouraged head so complained
tothe L ord and said that hispreaching had only brought evil, not
good. Moreover, these obstacleswere only thefirst of amulti-
tudethat would later confront him!

Only aperson with the proper preparationswill be ableto per-
severethrough the oppositionshewill face. Thorough prepara
tionisanecessary ingredient to become asuccessful preacher.
Yet apersonwhoiscalled of God and fully consecrated will so
find that nothing can stop him!

We havethe example of aK orean brother who asayoung man
felt called of God to preach. He went to Bible school to pre-
pare, but because of a speech difficulty everyonefelt that he
would never become apreacher. Even someof histeachersad-
vised himto leavetheschool. Yet he persevered to graduate and
was ableto gather asmall group of peopleto hear him preach.
He continued to prepare and persevere until the congregation
grew to 50 and then 100 people. As the years went on, his
church grew to 1,000 people... then 10,000 members... and
then 100,000 members; until today, Pastor Yong-gi Cho preaches
tothelargest congregationin theworld with 750,000 members!
Hea sotravelson aregular basisaround theworld speaking to
large conferences, and has certainly proven that the God who
calls people to become preachersis the same God who can
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equip them for asuccessful ministry.

We can seeinthelife of Ezrathe steps of preparation that are
needed for asuccessful ministry of theWord of God. Weread,
“For Ezrahad set hisheart to study the Law of theLord, and to
practiceit, and to teach His statutes and ordinancesin Israel”
(Ezra7:10NAYS). Thefour stepsthat we can seefromthisverse
are: 1) A consecrated heart; 2.) A study of the Bible; 3.) Obe-
diencetotheBible; andthenfindly, 4.) Preaching the Bible. L et
ushavealook at thesefour steps!

1. ACONSECRATED HEART

Thefirst areaof our lifethat must be prepared isthe consecra-
tion of our heart. Sudying theBibleor preaching it will never hit
themark if our heartisnot correctly prepared. Thereare severa
reasonsfor this. Oneisthat we will never understand all the
truths of theWord of God if our heart isnot established inthe
truth. Many people do not want to understand the Bible cor-
rectly becauseit would reprovetheevil intheir livesthat they
enjoy and want to follow! Inwarning usabout deception, Paul
tellsusin 2 Thessalonians 2:11-12, “ And for thisreason God
will send them strong delusion, that they should believethelie,
that they &l may be condemned who did not believethetruth but
had pleasurein unrighteousness.” God will hand aperson over
to mentd blindness so that he cannot understand thetruth if the
desireof hisheart isfor unrighteousness.
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A preacher who wantsto clingto sinin hislifewill not under-
stand what the Bible saysabout that subject, and will even preach
error tojustify himself. Therefore, thefirst thing we must under-
stand isthat learning the truth of the Bible doesnot primarily
comefromour mind, but from our heart. Sometheol ogiansthink
they are expertsin preaching the Bible because they know the
original Greek and Hebrew. Yet we must remember that the
Phariseesand |eadersof Jesus' timeall were educated menwho
spoketheoriginal Biblelanguages—yet they crucified theLord

of glory!

Our Lordtaught in John 7:17, “1f anyonewantsto do [God'|
will, he shall know concerning the doctrine, whether itisfrom
God or whether | speak on My own authority.” If our heartis
consecrated to follow thewill of God, then Hewill bepleased to
show usHiswill and teach uspuredoctrine.

The Lord Jesustold us another reason in Matthew 12:34-35
why we cannot become agood preacher without aconsecrated
heart. Christ said, “ Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth
speaks. A good man out of thegood treasure of hisheart brings
forth good things, and an evil man out of theevil treasure brings
forthevil things” Evenif weknow thetruth, evil wordswill spring
fromour lipsif our heartisfilled withamixtureof evil and good.

Thus, wemust seek for aconsecrated heart that becomes satu-
rated with theWord of God. Jesustold usin the Parable of the
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Soilsthat our heartislikeagarden. Thesoil can bestony, thorny,
or good soil. Only the good soil will produceafruitful harvest.
Therefore we must prepare our hearts to become like good,
fruitful soil.

To preparetheground of our heart, Hosea10:11-12 tellsusthat
“Judahwill plow” aswebreak upthefalow ground. Judah means
praise, andtruly itisaheart that learnsto praise God that will
soften and be prepared to receivethe seed of God' sword planted
deep within. Anunthankful, bitter preacher will dwayshave self-
induced difficultiesand severely limit the movingsof the Spiritin
hisminidry.

When afarmer plowshisground old rootsand stonesareturned
over and brought to the surface and exposed to thelight. If the
seed isplanted in shallow, stony ground, it will soon wither and
die. Anindustriousfarmer will spend theweeks, months, or even
years that are necessary to remove the stones and prepare a
productivefidd (Is. 5:2). Inasmilar way, when we seek to have
alifeof praise, thehard and stony areasof our heart will surface.
We need to cry out to God that Hewill000 takethe stonesout
of our heart (Ezek. 11:19). Then we must daily guard our heart
that it will not becomehardened again by the deceitfulnessof sin
(Heb. 3:13).

Wewant our heartsto becomelikefertile soil wherethe seed of
the Word of God may be planted and bring forth amultiplied
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harvest. Isaiah 55:10-11 tellsusthat the word that goesforth
from God’'smouth will give* seed to the sower and bread to the
eater.” The seed that we sow in our hearts will grow and be
harvested and processed to become bread that we can feed to
the peoplewhen we preach. Wewill have asuccessful ministry
that can feed multitudesthe bread of theWord of Godif wefirst
prepareour heartsto becomelikegood, fruitful soil.

2.STUDY THEBIBLE

Aswe seek a consecrated heart, the second way to prepare
oursalvesto beaproclamer of theWordisby studying theBible
(Ezra7:10). Ezrastudied thelaw of the Lord, or the books of
theBiblethat wereavailablein histime. Jewish history credits
him with being the man responsiblefor gathering together and
organizing all thebooks of the Old Testament.

A preacher must bediligent to study. Second Timothy 2:15 com-
mands, “ Study to show yourself approved unto God, aworker
who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing theword of
truth.” If we do not properly study the Scriptures, wewill be
brought to shame. Inadequate knowledge of God’sWord will
reveal our ignorance and imbalance. Inadditiontothis, wewill
be unable to meet the needs of othersand to answer the ques-
tionsof our listeners.

We need to meditate on the Scriptures day and night to gain
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success, as Joshuawastold in Joshua 1:8. Read through the
Bible time after time, and do not neglect reading bookslike
Leviticusor Ecclesiastesjust becauseyou find them difficult to
understand.

Get cassettes of Bible readingsto listen to when you cannot
read, or record some cassettesfor yoursalf. Obtainastudy Bible
and aconcordance, and usethem often. Enroll inagood Bible
school or other formsof Bibletraining. Becomeskilled inknow-
ing how to handle the Word of God, just as a soldier should
gpend much timelearning how to use hisweaponsskillfully.

At the same time, we should be careful to not just study the
Bible to find sermon material to help others. God warnsthe
preacher to takeheed to hisown spiritual lifefirst (1 Tim. 4:16;
Acts20:28).

Have adaily time of devotional Biblereading whereyou are
asking God to speak to you, minister to you, and personally
guideyou. Your ability to minister to otherswill comefromthe
overflow of what God isdoinginyour ownlife.

3.0OBEY THEBIBLE
Thethird step of preparation to become apreacher isto obey

theBible (Ez. 7:10). Thefirst step wasto prepare our heart (or
spirit). Secondly, our mind (or soul) will understand God'struth
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aswestudy the Bible. Thisbringsusto thethird step of obeying
thetruth with our life (or our body). Inthismanner wewill be-
comefully sanctified in spirit, soul, and body (1 Thess. 5:23).
Thenwewill beprepared asavessel of honor to preach God's
Word (2 Tim. 2:21; 4:2). When the Word of God dwellsinus
richly, itwill joyfully flow out and beimparted to otherswhenwe
preach (Col. 3:16).

The preacher who does not obey hisknowledge of the Bible
becomesof al men most miserable. Suchwasthecaseinthelife
of King Solomon. Hewasapreacher who violated everything
he preached against inthe Proverbs. Not only washeapreacher,
he was also aking. Everything aking was not to do, he prac-
ticed (Deu. 17:14-20).

Solomon became one of the most backslidden, negative,
confused, and disenchanted men of al time. Ecclesiasteswas
hislast written sermon. It beginslikethis: “ Thewordsof the
Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem. Vanity of vani-
ties saysthe Preacher; Vanity of vanities, all isvanity.”

Throughout the book we can feel the despair that was in
Solomon’sheart, even whilehewasstill trying to preachto the
people. Let uslearn from Solomon’sdreadful mistake of ne-
glecting hisownvineyard.

Instead, may we experience thejoy that Solomon’sfather
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had in preaching! We canread of thisin Psalm 40:8-10, where
David wrote, “I delight to do Your will, O my God, and Your
law iswithin my heart. | have proclaimed the good news of
righteousnessin the great assembly; indeed, | do not restrain
my lips, O LORD, You Yourself know. | have not hidden
Your righteousnesswithinmy heart; | havedeclared Your faith-
fulnessand Your salvation; | have not concealed Your loving
kindnessand Your truth from the great assembly.”

If we do not practice what we preach, we will also face the
shame of becoming agreat reproach to thework of the gospel.

TheApostle Paul tellsusin Romans 2:21-24, “You, there-
fore, who teach another, do you not teach yourself? You who
preach that aman should not steal, do you steal ? You who
say, ‘ Do not commit adultery,” do you commit adultery?You
who abhor idols, do you rob temples?You who make your
boast in the law, do you dishonor God through breaking the
law? For ‘the name of God is blasphemed among the Gen-
tilesbecause of you,” asitiswritten.”

May the Lord help each and every one of uswho preach to
livealifethat will demonstrate and confirm what we speak,
totheglory of God. Otherwisewewill end up being acastaway
or regject (1 Cor. 9:27).
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4.PREACH THEBIBLE

If we havethe proper preparations, we can a so becomeready
(like Ezra) to beagreat preacher or teacher. Ezraiscreditedin
Jewish history not only with arranging the Old Testament, but
alsowithwriting I-11 Chronicles, aswell asthe Book of Ezra.
Hewrote atotal of 75 chapters of the Bible! Hislife was so
righteousand hisdoctrine so effectivethat King Artaxerxesgave
him authority over nations(Ezra7:11-26).

Thenation of Israel wasin agreat measure restored and pre-
pared for the coming of Christ by the influence of this one
preacher: amanwho “ set hisheart to study the Law of theLord,
and to practiceit, and to teach His statutes and ordinancesin
Israel” (Ezra7:10).
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Chapter 3

FOUR TYPES OF PREACHING

It isobviousthat the Apostle Paul trained younger ministers
to preach (2 Tim. 4:2-4). Paul wrote, “ Preach theword! Be
ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, ex-
hort, withal longsuffering and teaching. For thetimewill come
when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to
their own desires, because they haveitching ears, they will
heap up for themsel vesteachers; and they will turntheir ears
away from thetruth, and be turned asideto fables.” Herewe
aretold that our obligation isto “ preach the word” and be-
ware of unsound doctrine and fables.

Furthermore, aswe seek to learn how to “preach the word,”
Paul a sotellsusthat therearefour kindsof profitable speaking
or preaching from theWord of God.

InFirst Corinthians 14:6 hewrites, “What shdl | profit you un-
less | speak to you either by revelation, by knowledge, by
prophesying, or by doctrine?”

Asweexaminethesefour different areas of speaking, we can
gain further wisdomin knowing what we can preach that will be
of benefit to our listeners.
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1. REVELATION

Thefirst of thesefour kinds of profitable preachingiscalled
“revelation.” Thisiswhen God by His Spirit showsyou some-
thing you did not know (1 Cor. 2:9-10). As Jeremiah 23:28
tellsus, “The prophet who hasadream, let him tell adream,
and hewho hasMy word, let him speak My word faithfully.”

Having arevelation from Godto preachisavery valuablemin-
istry. It can bearareministry, asit wasinthetimewhen Eli was
theHighPriest of Isradl. First Samuel 3:1 tellsusabout thistime:
“Andtheword of theLord wasrare [unusua or scarce] inthose
days, therewas no widespread revelation.” However, the Lord
does not want revelationsto berare.

The Apostle Paul prayed for the Ephesian Christiansthat God
would givethem the spirit of revelation so they would under-
stand God'scalling, inheritance, and power for them (Eph. 1:15-
19). Thiswas not because the Ephesian Christianswereigno-
rant of theworking of theHoly Spirit. On the contrary, they had
aready spoken in other tongues and prophesied many years
earlier accordingto Acts 19:1-6.

Yet theApostle Paul knew that “Wherethereisno revelation,
the people cast off restraint” (Prov. 29:18). He discerned that
unlessthey continued to move onin God, the Ephesian church
would soon grow cold (cf. Rev. 2:2-4). Westill needto pray for
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thissame spirit of revelation today so that the L ord can show us
Hisplansto encourage usto pressonto hit themark of thehigh
caling of God.

A reveation can cometo you whileyou are praying, reading the
Scriptures, or perhapsinadream or avision. A revelation often
Isjust asmplemessage or littlethought that God may speak to
you or quickento your spiritinamoment of time. You may be
ableto repeat that simple message or short revelationin one
sentence, or just afew words. Yet that revelation can become
the“seed” or nucleus of amuch larger and potent message that
you can develop and preach.

You should meditate on that revel ation and search the Scriptures
onthat particular subject or messagethat the Lord quickened to
you. Let that little* seed” of revelation grow inyour understand-
ing. Consider how that revelation can apply to the church or
peopletowhomyou will deliver it. Evenalittleor short revela-
tion can often grow inyour understanding to becomeafull, fruit-
ful, and powerful sermon.

As an example, we can consider the message that Daniel
preachedto King Be shazzar. Thesattinginwhich Danid preached
was not wherewewould normally expect apowerful sermonto
comeforth—inthemiddle of ahugedrunken feast (Dan. 5:18-
28). When the mysteriousfingerswrote upon thewall, thethree
wordswereareveation that Daniel interpreted in one sentence.
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However, before he declared therevelation, Daniel gaveacom-
plete background to the situation. He preached awhole mes-
sagethat led up to hisproclaiming therevelation of God'sjudg-
ment on Belshazzar and hiskingdom. That revelation, although
only one sentencelong, becamethe basisof apowerful sermon
that must have struck the hearts of thelistenerswith great im-
pact. Soif God givesyou what may seemto beasmall revela-
tion, meditate onit, search the scriptures about that topic, and
you may develop asermon that can be of great benefit to many.

Also, therearetimeswhen you are preparing to preach when
you may find yourself inanew spiritual battle. Thisisoftena
battlefor the peopleto whom you are going to preach. Inthis
battle you can gain revelation that could be very useful inyour
messageto them. If you arevisiting aplace and you feel anew
spiritua battle or oppressioninthearea, itisoftenanindication
of what the Christiansinthat territory arefighting agains.

Perhapsit comesasan oppressioninyour thoughts, or perhaps
you noticeaprevailing sninthecommunity. Theloca Chrigtians
may have grown weary and blinded to that Sin or oppression. It
may bethat God has brought you into beareinforcement tothe
local army of God to hel p bring themthroughinto afreshvictory.
Preach amessageto help them in the battlesthey face, accord-
ing to what God revealsto you!

For example, onetimel traveled to acity wherel wasgoing to
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preach the next day. That evening | had adream about drugs
and immorality. When | awoke, | considered the dream and
prayed about it. | felt the dream revealed aspiritual battlethat
wasgoing oninthe church that wastrying to oppose me asthe
guest speaker. | felt | should confront these two areasin the
church serviceat which | wasto speak that morning.

Soinmy preaching | found appropriate placesto mentionthose
two problems, and what theword of God saysabout them. Then
at the conclusion of themessage| said that | spoke about those
two sinsbecause God revea ed to methat therewere peoplein
the congregation who needed to repent of thesesins.

After thealtar call, the pastor told methat there were several
people at the servicewho wereinvolved in these two areas of
sin, but they had cometo thealtar for forgivenessand deliver-
ance. God did a mighty work in some lives that morning, all
because of alittlerevelationthat I had considered insignificant
and forgetting asonly abad dream.

2.KNOWLEDGE

The second category of speaking that Paul listed was*knowl-
edge.” Thisispreaching about something that you aready know
or understand. God does not haveto giveusanew revelation
every timewe preach. Many timesthe Lord has already taught
us the wisdom and knowl edge that the people need to hear in
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our sermon. Knowledge can be soimportant that Christ rebuked
some of theleadersin Histime by saying “...you have taken
away thekey of knowledge. You did not enter in yourselves,
and those who were entering inyou hindered” (LK. 11:52). In
Isaiah 33:6 we area sotold, “Wisdom and knowledgewill be
thestability of your times...”

One area of knowledge that you can preach about is some-
thing that you have gained through personal experience. We
go through many difficultiesand trialsaswe learn to walk
with God, that the younger Christianswill also haveto face
and overcome. These experiences can teach us some of the
most val uabl e knowl edge that we can share with otherswhen
we preach.

When theWord of God hasfirst been*madeflesh” inour own
life, we canthen moreeffectively impart it unto others! The spe-
cia lessonswelearn aswewalk with God become alife mes-
sagethat we can both teach and demonstrate to others.

However, if we preach something that we have not experienced,
thenweareonly preaching “theory.” Theory bringsnolifeand
doesnot work effectively inthelivesof others. If our message
hasnot stood thetest of time, it will be unbalanced and it might
even bedangerous. A good shepherdwill not lead hisflocktoa
new pastureuntil hethoroughly inspectsit and knowsthat itis
hedlthy for grazing and free of poisonousweeds.
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Chapter four of the book of Daniel is a good example of
someone preaching from experiential knowledge. In this
chapter, Nebuchadnezzar published a proclamation that was
sent to al thenationsin hisempire. Hetestified how the Lord
had worked in hislifeto humble him and cause him to honor
and glorify God.

He had paid a high price of suffering to become ahumble
believer, and he wanted to pass along that knowledgeto ev-
eryone. If only his son Belshazzar had heeded his knowl-
edge, hewould not have become an evil king to whom Daniel
later had to preach judgment when they witnessed the hand-
writingonthewall.

Another areaof knowledgefrom whichyou may haveto preach
can concern a need or a problem that you know isin the
church. If you already know the needs of the people, and
you know how God can meet their needs, then it could be
wise for you to prepare a message about that topic. If the
people are not tithing, you can preach from Malachi 3:10-11
about God's blessings upon obedient givers. If the people
areliving adefeated Christian life, perhapsyou will want to
preach to them about spiritual warfare, or faith, or holiness.
When you preach, aim to meet the needs of the people.

A third areaof knowledge that can be preached, concerns
our being sensitiveto speak a message that we know is ap-
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propriate for the occasion. If we are speaking at a special
occasion (wedding or funeral), or on aspecial day (Christ-
mas or Mother’s Day), then the hearts of the peoplewill be
especially open to hear amessage on the same subject asthe
occasion or day.

3.PROPHECY

Thethird kind of profitable speaking or preaching that Paul
mentioned in First Corinthians 14:6 is*“ prophecy.” A pro-
phetic anointing can powerfully impart God’sword into the
hearts of the congregation. It does not mean that you need to
haveavision, or mighty revelation. It can ssmply bethat you
feel aspecial anointing or aburden on your heart, and you
begin to speak amessage from the heart of God.

Revdation 19:10telIsusthat “ thetestimony of Jesusisthe spirit
of prophecy.” Thisdoesnot mean that you haveto say “ Thus
saiththeL ord” asyou speak, or have agreat revelation. Being
prophetic simply meansthat you are expressing the heart and
mind of Christ asyou speak. Thethreeareasin which prophetic
preaching will flow are shownto usin First Corinthians 14:3
as—edification, exhortation, and comfort.

Perhapsasyou are preaching, you will feel theanointing of the
Holy Spirit stirringinyour heart. To expresswhat isstirringin
your heart, you may start exhorting the congregation sponta-
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neously. Perhapsyou will feel the prophetic anointing asa
weeping that comesinto your heart. You may feel led to plead
with, warn, or comfort the people. L et the message come
from your heart as God has placed Hisburden into your heart.
Thiskind of preaching can be prophetic asthe Holy Spirit
anointsand leadsyou!

Through prophetic preaching, the Lord can anoint usand guide
us into preaching about matters that we had not prepared to
speak about in our advance studiesor sermon preparations. Do
not congtrict yoursalf by alwaysfollowing your sermon notesif
you feel theLord isprompting you to speak about something
ese

You should learn to be sensitive and obedient to follow apro-
pheticflow whenyoufed theanointing leading you, or whenyou
fedl that the heart of God wantsto be expressed. Yet itisunwise
to assumethat you do not need to prepareto preach, but only
wait for the prophetic anointing to guideyou.

Preparationfor your messageisalmost dwaysessentid! Itisthe
rare and very mature prophetic minister who can consistently
flow inthe Spirit and deliver without advance study, abalanced
andfully “ nutritional” messagethat will strengthen and build up
thewholecongregation.

| have been to church serviceswheretheleaders do not pre-
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pare amessage in advance. Theleadershipjust triesto pro-
phetically “flow” at al the services. However, | have noticed
that asageneral rule these churches have weak congrega-
tions because they have not had solid foundations systemati-
cally builtinto their lives. While we should highly valuethe
prophetic ministry, we must also not neglect the other kinds
of profitable speaking such as knowledge and doctrine.

4. DOCTRINE

Thefourth kind of speaking Paul mentioned is* doctrine.”
Thiscandsobetrandated as“teaching” or “instruction.” While
this word suggests a more methodical or ordered form of
speaking, it does not have to be something lifelessand boring
that we should avoid when we preach amessage. The most
famous sermon in all of world history, the Sermon on the
Mount, waswhere Christ taught doctrine!

In Matthew 5:2 weread, “ Then He opened His mouth and
taught them...” Thismessage wasfar from dull, because at
the end of the sermon weread in Matthew 7:28, “And so it
was, when Jesus had ended these sayings, that the people
were astonished at Hisdoctrine.” If wefollow the example of
Christ wewill teach doctrine in some of our sermons, and
canfind it to bejust as anointed and inspirational asany of
the other forms of preaching!



Homiletics 31

We need to systematically preach sound doctrinein order to
give our church members strong spiritual foundations. This
was the manner of the early Apostles. In Acts2:42 weread,
“And they continued steadfastly inthe Apostles doctrine,”
andinActs5:28 the Jewish Sanhedrin told the Apostles, “ You
havefilled Jerusalem with your doctrine.”

The Apostle Paul encouraged doctrinal preaching (1 Cor.
14:6,1Tim. 4:13; 5:17; 2 Tim. 3:16; 4:2; Tit. 1:9) and was
also personally careful to preach the whole counsel of God
(Acts20:27).
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Chapter 4

HOW TO CHOOSE WHAT TO
PREACH

When suddenly the responsibility fallsuponyouto preparefor
and deliver asermon, itiseasy to become nervousand confused
about what subject or topic to choose.

The preacher who must speak oneor more sermonsevery week
canfed alot of pressure. If thetime of the serviceisapproach-
ing, and he still does not know what he should speak about, it
canbecomeagreat trial!

A pastor or apreacher does not have the option of speaking
only when hefeelsvictorious and knows he hasareal mes-
sagefrom God. A preacher hasaresponsibility to regularly
feed theflock, regardlessof hisfedlings. Imaginewhat it would
belikeif amother decided to only cook mealsfor her family
when shefelt happy and inspired to cook! No, she must regu-
larly preparethe mealseven if shefeelstired or discouraged.

Inasimilar way, the preacher hasaresponsibility to regularly
prepare good spiritual meals from the Word of God. The
Apostle Paul told Timothy, “Preach theword! Beready in
season and out of season” (2 Tim. 4:2). Even when wefeel
“out of season” wetill need to beready to fulfill our responsi-
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bilitieswhenitisour timeto preach.

Thefollowing wisdomwill helpyouto avoid alot of confusion
and pressure when you must decide what to preach about. The
following three stepswill help you to quickly focusin onwhat
you should preach.

THREE STEPSTOWARDSCHOOSINGWHAT YOU
WILL PREACH:

1.) Seek the Lord for arevelation to preach. If the Lord
givesyou areveation, youmay beableto developit into apow-
erful message. Oftenthe L ord only givesahint, aclue, or small
word which leadsto other thoughts. Once you have aquick-
ened thought, you can beginto devel opit. Now, what do wedo
if the Lord doesnot seemto give aspecificword or revelation?

2.) Decidewhat knowledgeor doctrinewould beappropri-
ateto speak on. By God's wisdom and peace, make a deci-
siononwhat areaof needisintheflock, and prepare asermon.
Perhapsthey need amessage of finance, faith, or family order.
Maybeyou will feel inspired to prepare aseries of sermonson
thesametopic.

3.) If theanointing flowsin another direction, follow the
Spirit, not your prepared notes. Whenyou are at the service
(and perhapsyou are aready preaching your sermon), if apro-
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phetic anointing beginsto flow in your heart and lead you, then
follow the Spirit, not your planned notes. If the anointing begins
tolift, youmay feel to goinoneof two directions. Perhapsyou
may feel that you should returnto your notes again to continue
and complete your message. The second possibility isthat you
may sensethat the L ord has compl eted what should be spoken
in the sermon and you should lead the service on to the next
step—perhaps atime of prayer, to respond to what the Lord
was prophetically speaking during the message.

Wewill now examinethesethree stepsin detail onthenext pages.

1. Seek theLord for arevelation to preach.

A preacher should always be seeking the Lord for every ser-
mon, to seeif God wantsto speak something new to himfor the
occasion. An ambassador or messenger isonly effectivewhen
heisup to date on theinformation from headquartersthat heis
to present. Inasimilar way we must at timesget a newsupdate
from heaven about the Stuationsthat we are going to speak about
whenwe preach.

If God choosesto giveyou an“update’ or arevelation, thenwe
must also consider thefollowing wisdom. First, doyoutruly un-
derstand theinter pretation of therevelation? It isonething to
get arevelation, but along with thiswe need to understand
what it means! Pharaoh had arevelation from God in Gen-
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esis41:8: “ ... hesent and called for all the magicians of
Egypt and all of itswise men. And Pharaoh told them his
dreams, but there was no one who could interpret them for
Pharaoh.” The dream wastruly animportant revelation from
God, but speculating or philosophizing about it wasfruitless
until Joseph came and gavethe interpretation. When wefeel
that the Lord givesusarevelation, we should first wait until
we understand it before we preach it to others.

Sometimes God givesrevelationsfor afuturetimewhenwewill
understand and need that guidance. We can read of thisin
Habakkuk 2:3, whereit says, “ For thevisionisyet for an ap-
pointedtime; but a theend it will spesk, anditwill notlie. Though
ittarries, wait for it; becauseit will surely come, it will not tarry.”

When the Lord gives arevelation to you, or perhapsto your
wife or aco-worker, first seek to understand it well. Meditate
onitand search the Scriptureson the subject. L et that “ seed” of
revel ation grow into amature messagethat becomes sustenance
for many people (Mk. 4:28-29).

We should not just feed the peopleafew little* seeds’” week by
week whenwe preach. If afather fed hisnatural childrenafew
crumbsevery Sunday, and then told them that their next medl
would beafew crumbsnext Sunday, how long do you think the
children would stay healthy?No, it isour responsibility tolet
those seeds of revelation grow in our own heart, to becomea



Homiletics 37

fruitful harvest that will enableus(spiritualy speaking) togive
the peoplenutritiona loavesof bread to eat and take home.

Secondly, areyou sureitistheright timeto disclosetherevela-
tion? Somerevelationsare given by God for our own personal
guidance and prayer, and are not to be quickly proclaimed.

After thethree apostles saw Christ transfigured, they weretold
in Mark 9:9 “that they should tell no onethethingsthey had
seen, till the Son of Man had risen from the dead.” We can be
surethat they wanted to tell everyone about that great revela-
tion, yet Christ told themit wasnot the correct timeto declareit.

Another examplewe can learn fromisthe episode of Joseph's
dreams. Joseph was given therevel ation that one day hewould
becometheruler over thefamily, but hewasnot wiseto quickly
tell ittohiscarnal, jeal ousbrothers.

In Genesis 37:5it saysthat “they hated him even more” be-
cause of the revelations Joseph shared with them. Luke 2:19
records Mary’ swiseresponseto al therevelationsthat were
given concerning her child. It says, “Mary kept all thesethings
and pondered them in her heart.”

2. Decidewhat knowledge or doctrineto preach

If we have no new revelation that we feel we should preach,
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then we should (by the wisdom and peace of God) decidewhat
knowledge or doctrinewould be appropriateto speak on. Pre-
pareasermon. Seeif theL ord givesyou any confirmationsthat
the message you are preparing isthe correct one. Be open for
any new direction or quickening the Spirit may giveyou.

2a. Knowledge

If you arethinking about preaching according to knowledge,
therearemany thingsto consider in choosing an effectivetopic.
Beforeyou decideto preach about asubject or experiencethat
you know about, first ask yoursdlf thefollowing questions:

* | sthat subject or experience presently blessing your heart?Do
not feed the people old spiritual foodif itisdry, cold, or stale!
L eftover foodisnot very gppealing unlessitisreheated and served

properly.

Inasimilar way, if you are planning to preach an old message,
first makeit warm and fresh through study and prayer. If some-
thing ispresently aliveinyour spirit, then that can becomea
blessingto othersif you shareit. Lifereproduceslife! Stay with
what isbubblinginyour heart.

* Isthe subject appropriate? Proverbs 25:11 tellsus, “ A word
fitly spokenislike applesof goldin settingsof silver.” Holidays
and specia events often suggest some appropriate topics to



Homiletics 39

preach. Someexamplesare:

- Mother’'sDay: Ex. 20:12, Prov. 31:10-31, Jud. 5:7.
- VaentinesDay: Mt. 5:8, Mt. 22:37-40,

Ps. 139:23-24, Eze. 11:19.
- AWedding: Eccl. 4:9-12, Jn. 2:1-10, Rev. 19:6-9.
- A Funeral: 1 Cor. 15:51-57, 1 Thess. 4:13-18.

If youaretrying to organizeanew programinthechurch, thenit
could bevery appropriate to preach about that subject. Some
examplesare:

- HomeBible studies: Acts2:46-47, 20:20.

- Evangelism: Lk. 14:15-23, Lk. 15:4-7.

- Ministry to the poor: Mt. 25:31-46, Lk. 10:29-37.

- Missionsprogram: Mt. 28:18-20, Acts13:1-3,
Eccl. 11:1, Deut. 33:18-19.

* Whoisthe audience? Consider who issitting before you,
and speak to their needs. Make your message practical and
relevant! Isyour audience mainly children or elderly people?
Will you speak to farmers, or to educated professional s?

Arethey mostly poor, middle class, or rich people? Are they
Christians or unbelievers? Arethey new believersor pas-
tors? Each body of listeners will have different needs, and
youwill haveto find waysto minister to their level of hearing.
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For example, onetime| was on an evangelism tour of avery
isolated idland in the Sulu Sea of the Philippines. Even though
itwasalargeisland with many villages, therewere no cars,
electricity, or running water. The people had very little edu-
cation. Thenwe cameto onevery isolated and primitive vil-
lage where | preached the gospel to the people. | had an
interesting message from John 5:24 that | thought could hold
the attention of thisoutdoor crowd. However, when | gave
an altar call, no oneresponded! So another pastor with me
tried preaching to them, but there was no response from the
peopleagain.

After severa preacherstried to reach themwith the gospel mes-
sage, oneevangelist stood up with themicrophoneand said only
one short sentenceto the people: “ Do you want to diein your
sins?’ Themessagefinaly wassimpleenoughfor themtore-
spond, and many cameforward for prayer.

The next morning, | saw ababy Minabird at the house of the
family wherewewere staying. | tried anumber of timestofeed
itasinglegrain of cookedrice, but when | would put it inthe
bird sbeak, it would awaysfall out. Then the evangelist who
had reached the peopl e the night before came over to me and
said, “Brother Norman, thebirdistoo young and small to eat a
grainof rice.” Sothen he started breaking off very, very small
piecesfrom agrain of rice, and the bird hungrily swallowed
them. When | saw that, the Lord spoketo my heart and said,
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“That was your problem last night. You tried to feed the
people a bigger meal than they could swallow when you
preached to them.”

| had been preaching at too high of anintellectua level for them,
and had tried to feed them too many spiritual truths! May the
Lord help usto give spiritual food from the Word of God that
the peoplewe preach to can chew, swallow, and digest. ASAgur
saidtotheLordin Proverbs30:8, “ Feed mewith thefood You
prescribefor me.”

Perhapswhat you arethinking of preaching about isaproblem
that you know of . Asyou are considering preaching about it,
start by asking yourself thesefour questions:

« First, doesthe Lord want meto confront the problem? God
doesnot ask usto personally attack every problem and sinthat
we see. For exampl e, ask the Lord for Hiswisdom beforeyou
preach against adangerouslocal criminal organization, or be-
foreyou preach against communism or Ilamif they arestrong
forcesinyour nation and community.

In Second Chronicles 35:20-24 we can study about the prema:
ture death of the godly King Josiah. The problem wasthat he
declared war on aheathen king when God never told him to
doit! Ecclesiastes 7:16-17 tellsus, “ Do not be overly righ-
teous... nor befoolish: why should you die beforeyour time?’
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Preachers often add alot of unneeded pressureto their min-
istry by confronting problemsintheir preaching that the Lord
never wanted them to battle!

» Second, should something remain asecret? Be careful not
to use examplesthat will expose and embarrass people. Min-
isters often learn about situationsthat they must keep confi-
dential. Information welearn in private counseling sessions
should never bedivulged from the pul pit. Doing that is one of
the quickest waysto lose the respect of your people.

* Third, is it the right time to confront the problem? First
Corinthians4:5tdlsus,“ ... Judgenothing beforethetime, until
the Lord comes, who will both bring tolight the hidden things of
darknessand reved the counsalsof thehearts.” Sothe question
we must ask ourselvesis, “Does the Lord want to come and
exposeand judgethe problem at thistime? | sthesituation ripe?’
Godisvery patient and longsuffering in Hisdealingswith us, so
we also need to learn how to be patient and longsuffering to-
wardsothers. (Study Mt. 13:24-30, Gen. 15:16, and Eccl. 3:1-
8)

* Thefourth question we should ask ourselvesis, do weknow
the correct way to deal with the situation? Every battle needs
different plans, and different problems can need different solu-
tions. Perhaps a problem can even look just the same asone
that the Lord aready gave you thevictory over. Yet you should
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not assumethat if you repeat what you did or spoke before, that
youwill get thevictory inthe samefashion asbefore!

InFirst Chronicles 14:9-16 we can study about two battlesthat
King David faced. They both |ooked the same, but the plans
that won thefirst battlewould haveled to disaster if David had
tried tofollow them again. Hewas careful toinquire of God for
the battle planseach time, which insured that he had God' swis-
domtogaineachvictory.

Ministerscanthink that if they preach the samething again, then
they will get thesameresultseachtime. Sometimesthiswill work,
but it can al so cause defeat and shameif wedo not rightly divide
the Word of God and seek God for the key to each situation.
Thereare no master keysin the kingdom of God.

There was a certain time when | attended a service for a
pastor who was temporarily resigning hischurch. Hewasa
good man and a good preacher, but he had become very
discouraged. Hischurch had two el derswho sometimeswould
get drunk, and this sin was a great shame to him and the
church. He had preached against the sin of drunkenness many
times, but his preaching did not correct the problem so he
had temporarily resigned. He told me privately that he was
planning to make the resignation permanent.

The evening after the pastor resigned, the Lord showed me
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the problem. In the Spirit, | saw thetwo elderssitting by the
side of aroad that | knew was the highway of holiness (Is.
35:8). They were turned out of the way and were discour-
aged because of their sin.

Then | started to speak to them and reprove them for their
backdidings. But beforethe Spirit of God could beginto move
intheir heartsand bring conviction, an evil spirit came and
stood between the elders and myself. They could not hear
my words of rebuke becausetheevil spirit wasblocking them
from hearing. Furthermore, theevil spirit had theword “ drunk-
enness’ written across hisform.

When | told theformer pastor about thisrevelation, | explained
to himthesituation. Hehad resigned from the church becausehe
was embarrassed about the church problem, and about how his
preaching was not ableto correct it. | told him, however, that
preaching against thissinwasnot theright battle plan. The con-
viction of the Holy Spirit was not ableto reach their hearts
when he preached against this sin, because of the evil spirit
that was holding them captive. | told him that the correct way
to deal with thisproblem wasto first conduct spiritual war-
fareand bind thisspirit of drunkenness. After thiswasdealt
with, the preaching and counseling could be effectiveto con-
vict themof their sin.

The pastor and | agreed to start praying and binding that evil
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spirit. Asthe spirit became bound, the two backsliding elders
became convicted of their sin. One of them repented and was
restored to the church, but the other man hardened his heart
againsttheHoly Spirit. However, at thispoint God stepped into
judgehim. Hisson died in afight while hewasdrunk, and this
elder |eft thechurchingreat bitterness.

Yet the church was cleansed of their great reproach of having
two backdiding elders. Soon the pastor wasback, victorioudy
preaching to hiscongregation that then doubled insize.

The pastor told methat hewould have never resigned fromthe
pastorateif he had understood why hispreaching against thesin
of drunkenness was not effective. He was agood man and a
good preacher, but he did not possessthe proper knowledge of
how to deal with the situation until God gavearevelation.

2b. Doctrine

Another areawherewe need wisdom to choose atopicto preach
onisdoctrine. If wefeel that we should perhaps preach doc-
trine, weshould congder thefollowing:

« First, build agood doctrinal foundation in thelives of the
people. Thisshould be animportant priority in our teaching
and preaching. Hebrews 6:1-3 tellsus, “ Therefore, leaving
the discussion of the elementary principlesof Christ, let usgo
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on to perfection, not laying again the foundation of repen-
tance from dead works and of faith toward God, of the doc-
trine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of resurrection of the
dead, and of eternal judgment. And thiswewill do if God
permits.”

Theseverses show ustheimportance of having agood doctrina
foundation. Whilethe Lord wantsto take us on to perfection,
Hewill not permit everyoneto go ontothenextlevd. Itislike
pupilsin school. They need to study and pass the exams for
each grade beforethey will be promoted to thenext higher grade
or level. If they do not have aproper foundationinthesimpler
lessons, they must repesat theclass. Thisissimilar totheway we
go ontowards spiritual maturity and perfectioninthe kingdom
of God.

We must have agood foundation in thesimpledoctrinesbefore
weareready for the deeper truthsand revelations. Do not preach
what thethird trumpet of Revelation 8 meansif the peopledo
not yet understand the foundational doctrines of water baptism
and the baptism of theHoly Spirit!

Laying astrong foundationinthelives of believersby solid
preaching and teaching will protect them from many errors
and dangers. Ephesians4:11-14 tellsusthat the ministry isto
equip and build up the saints* that we should no longer be chil-
dren, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of
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doctrine.” Therearemany unbaanced and dangerous*“windsof
doctrine’ that blow through the churches.

Thesenew (or newly repackaged) doctrinesticklepeoples ears,
and start fads or exciting new trendsthat draw alot of attention
for ashort time. Yet after the excitement fades, the end result of
these passing windsof doctrineisthat they do not help peopleto
becomemore spiritually stableand mature. Theremedy for this
problemisto build strong and balanced doctrinal foundations
intothelivesof thoseto whom you preach. Thenthey will grow
up to becomestrong, steady Christiansthat will not be confused
and abused by the unbalanced doctrinesthat frequently blow
through the Church.

« Second, do not major on the minors. In other words, do not
useyour preaching to speak about topi csthat are not important
to the needs of the peopleyou minister unto. It isvery important
that we give more emphasisto theimportant doctrines of the
Bible. We do not want to be like those of whom Jesus said,
“Woeto you, scribesand Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay
tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have neglected the
weightier mattersof thelaw: justiceand mercy and faith” (Mt.
23:23).

A graduate from one of our Bible schoolswasinterviewed
when he was applying to become the new pastor of afarming
community. He was asked the question, “ Are you going to
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preach all about the prophetic movement, and about the de-
liverance ministry?’ Thesewere very popular seminar topics
inthenation at that time. Thisman wisely replied, “No, | just
want to help them to become good Christians with good
Christianfamilies.” He was chosen to become the new pas-
tor, and has gone on to have acommendable ministry there.

Subjectsthat might be considered the* cutting edge” topicsat
seminarsor seminariesmay havevery little practica sgnificance
for the people to whom you preach. Or perhaps you may be
studying an obscurepriestly law in Leviticusthat isvery interest-
ingtoyou, but that isno guaranteethat it will meet the needsthat
themembersof your congregation arefacing. Whenthey come
to church, they arehoping to hear from God through your preach-
ing, and receive the answersto their problems. Do not disap-
point them by preaching about thingsthat are not relevant for
them.

* Third, do not teach any doctrinesthat are not clearly estab-
lished in the Word of God. People have preached about many
ridiculousthings. | once heard an entire message at afundamen-
tal church about spaceshipsfrom other planets! Many sermons
have been preached inthe past that have declared thefina great
Antichrist as Hitler, or Stalin, Henry Kissinger, or Saddam
Hussein. And thousands of sermons have confused people by
declaring that the Second Coming of Christ Jesuswould take
placein 1915, 1925, 1942, 1988, 1992, or 1996! Predictions
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comefrom prideand can becomeagolden idol to some.

If adoctrineisnot clearly stated in the Word of God, do not
preachit! Itisnotimportant for your peopleto know about a
doctrineunlessitisinthe Bible. Maybethereislife on other
planets, or maybe not, but God has not told us becauseit isnot
important for usto know. Another danger to preaching some-
thing that isnot in the Scripturesisthat your doctrine may soon
be proven to bewrong, not only to your disgrace, but dsotothe
lossof credibility of your ministry.

3. If aprophetic anointing comes

Step number threein deciding what to preach about isthis: When
you are at the service (perhapsyou are aready inthe middle of
preaching your sermon), if aprophetic anointing beginsto flow
inyour heart and lead you, then follow the Spirit and put aside
your preplanned notes.

There have been timeswhen | have goneto aservice, having
prepared asermon beforehand that | felt would be of benefit to
the congregation. Then during the service the Spirit of God
touched my heart and God put another messageinto my spirit.
This can happen during the worship service. It can happen
when someone prophesies a particular message and God im-
presses that upon your spirit. Perhapsthe Lord will quicken
something directly to your heart. When God changes your
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message before you start to preach, you are faced with two
possibilitiesthat you should choose between. You may de-
cideto completely drop your planned sermon, to preach the
fresh message that God is quickening to you. You may have
timeto organize afew scriptures and thoughts beforeitis
timefor you to speak.

The second possibility isthat you can look for an appropri-
ate part of your planned sermon where you can insert the
new message that God is quickening to you. Then you will
preach both the planned message, aswell asthe new mes-
sage or burden that God has placed in your heart. Of course,
athird possibility isthat you canignorewhat the Holy Spirit
is speaking, to just mechanically follow your prepared ser-
mon notes. However, | do not recommend thisthird possibil-

ity!

A preacher needs to learn to prepare amessage well, but he
must al so learn to beflexible and follow the burden and guid-
ancethat theHoly Spirit may instantly placein hisheart. Learn-
ing to practice and balance these two factors (prepared and
spontaneous preaching) isone of the keysto becoming afully
effective preacher.

Many preachershaveadifficult timetrying to preach agood,
full, spontaneous message without having a prepared sermon
outline. Even if your heart is breaking with afresh message
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that God has placed there, how long can you express that
burden? Perhapsin only afew minutesyou will bedone, and
you cannot remember any more scriptures or thoughts that
will continueto deepen themessage. If you stop your preaching
at that point perhapsthe congregation will have already had
their hearts stirred, but perhapsyou will have also fed them
with very little of the Word of God.

It often seemsto bethe wisdom of God, that if the Lord quick-
enssomething to your heart during the service beforeyou areto
preach, you should try to hold that prophetic burden in your
spirit (see 1 Cor. 14:32). Then seek to expressit at an appropri-
ate point during your preplanned message. Enlarge your mes-
sagetoincludewnhat the Lord isfreshly speaking to your heart.

Asyou are preaching, add the spontaneous prophetic preaching
that theHoly Spiritisgivingyou. If you fed that theanointing or
burdenisbeginningto lift, you may then feel to go one of two
directions.

Perhapsyou may fed that you should go back to your prepared
notesagain, to continue and completeyour message. If youfol-
low thisdirection, then at theend of your sermon you can return
your commentsto what the L ord had freshly placed inyour heart.
Often the anointing will return again when you repeat the new
message, to confirmit afresh and lead the peopleinto atime of
prayer and consecration at the close of the sermon.
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The second possibility isthat you may feel that the Lord has
completed what should be spoken in the message. Inthat case,
do not return to complete your preplanned sermon. The Lord
may lift Hisanointing off the messageif you try to disobediently
completeitintheflesh! If youfeel that the Lord hascompleted
the message, then lead the service onto the next step. Perhaps
this next step will be atime of prayer to respond to what the
L ord was speaking during the message.
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Chapter 5

HOW TO PREPARE A MESSAGE

Pray

Thefirst thing we should do to prepareasermonispray! Spend
timein God's presence before you choose your message. Seek
to get your basic message from God. It ispossibleto preach
something that was either birthed from the natural, or born of
God. But only that whichis born of God will overcome and
accomplish God'swork.

If your messagewas concelved inyour natural intellect or feel-
ings, it will have an inferior and mixed result, evenif you add
many scripturestoit. However, if amessage from theWord of
God was first imparted by the Holy Spirit to your heart and
mind, thenit will accomplish awork from God and have good,
lasting fruit.

Isaiah 55:10-11 tellsus, “ For astherain comesdown, and the
snow from heaven, and do not return there, but water the earth,
and makeit bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the
sower and bread to the eater, so shall My word be that goes
forthfrom My mouth; it shall not returnto Mevoid, but it shall
accomplishwhat | please, and it shall prosper inthething for
which| sentit.”
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Second Corinthians 5:20tellsus, “ Therefore we are ambassa-
dorsfor Chrigt, asthough God were pleading through us...” Yet
to be Christ’sambassadors, we need to receive from God what
Hewantsusto declareto the people. Christ Himsdlf saidin John
12:49, “For | have not spoken on My own authority; but the
Father who sent Me gave Me acommand, what | should say
and what | should speak.” So we need to seek the Lord to
know what we should preach about.

We canlook for confirmations al so to help show uswhat God
wantsusto preach. Thisdoes not mean that we need to havea
visonwhilewe pray, or haveasupernatura experiencetoguide
us. No, many timeswewill smply receive God’ swisdominour
minds, and peacein our heart, toguideus. Theimportant thingis
that we pray and receive guidance from God in any way He
choosesto answer our prayers.

Sudy

After prayer, we should begin to study. TheWord of God tells
usto study to be good preachers. In 2 Timothy 2:15 Paul com-
mands, “ Study to show yourself approved to God, aworker
who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing theword of
truth.”

Whileour mgjor source of referenceisthe Bible, thereare other
good study booksthat are availableto help us understand the
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Scriptures. A good study Bibleisavauabletool. With thisyou
can study Bibletopics, history, maps, crossreferences, and al -
ternatetrandations. Yet the single most important book to help
you study the Bibleisaconcordance.

A concordancewill list dl thewordsof the Biblein aphabetical
order, and tell you where each referenceisfoundintheBible.
With the use of aconcordance you can study all the placesa
word fromtheBibleisused in other scriptures. Inthisway, you
can let the Biblefully explainitself concerning any word you
study (1 Cor. 2:13).

For example, consider if you are planning to preach some-
thing about the topic of being faithful. In acomplete concor-
dance (such asa Strong's, Young'’s, or Cruden’s complete
concordance) you will find that theword “faithful” isusedin
about 80 versesintheBible. If you study all of the versesthat
the concordancelists, you can learn what the Bible teaches
about being faithful.

Many other study bookscan bevery helpful, such asBibledic-
tionaries, Bible handbooks, and some commentaries. Yet an-
other indispensabletool for the serious preacher will bethenote-
book or notebooksthat they must personally compile. Asyou
begin to preach, keep a notebook to store your messagesin.
Thisiscrucia! Keep anorganized copy of al themessagesyou
have already prepared and preached. You may want to preach



56 Homiletics

apart of amessage again, or the same entire sermon. If God
givesyou agood message, do not forget it or loseit! It may be
appropriateto speak fromit againinthefuture. Sometimesyour
schedule can bevery demanding, and it isdifficult to prepare
oneor two new sermonsevery week.

However, if you have carefully saved good notes, sermon
outlines, examples and stories, then you may be ableto reuse
what the Lord gaveyouinthe past. In Matthew 13 our Lord
told hisdisciplesto remember all of Histeachingswell, and
then went oninverse 52 to say, “ Therefore every scribein-
structed concerning the kingdom of heaven islike ahouse-
holder who brings out of histreasurethingsnew and old.” So
when God givesyou treasures from HisWord, be careful to
preserve them. That way they will remain valuable and can
be used again.

Whenyou get aningpiration, you should writedown your thoughts
for amessage on any available scrap of paper. Yet when you
preparethefina copy of your message notes, useaclean, regu-
lar size piece of paper that you can save and organize with your
other sermon outlinesand notes.

Put them in anotebook, and organizethem with an a phabetical
index accordingto their titleand or topic. Thenif you want to
study amessage or perhapsuseit yearslater, it will beeasy for
youtofind.
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Organize

Before you preach, you must organize the message. King
Solomonwasawise preacher who had studied how to organize
thetruthin an effectivemanner. Hewrotein Ecclesiastes 12:9-
11, * And moreover, becausethe Preacher waswise, heill taught
the peopleknowledge; yes, he pondered and sought out and set
inorder many proverbs. The Preacher sought to find acceptable
words; and what was written was upright; wordsof truth. The
wordsof thewisearelike goads, and thewords of scholarsare
likewd |-driven nails, given by one Shepherd.”

Solomon organized his preaching so that hiswordswould be
effective, like goadsand well-driven nails. A goad isasharp
stick that you prod an animal with to keep them moving for-
ward. So Solomon was saying that agood message will bemo-
tivational, and convict the peopl €' sconsciencelikeagoad will
prick ananimal.

These versesa so show that the thingswe speak should belike
well-driven nails. Thismeansthat through well aimed, logical
preaching, we should beableto makethetruth stick intheminds
and heartsof our listeners.

Also, our listenerswill hang their eternity onwhat wesay. Thisis
the kind of preaching that our one Shepherd, the Lord Jesus,
desirestogiveus. Let uslearnto belike Solomon, pondering
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and searching out acceptablewordsthat we can useto organize
into effective preaching.

There are three basic types of messages that we can choose
fromwhen we begin to organize asermon. Each can help usto
clearly present Bibletruth. Theseare called topicd, textual, and
expository sermons.

* Topica Sermons
* Textua Sermons
* Expogitory Sermons

* A topical sermon iswhereyou preachatopicor anidea. A
few examplesof atopicthat could be preachedinclude: prayer,
theeagle, repentance, joy, Mosestheddiverer, running therace,
how to be born again; or anything that isscriptural . A topical
message can most easily be prepared with the hel p of aconcor-
dance. If youfeedl that the Lord hasgiven you atopic that you
should preach, then look up the important word(s) about that
topicinthe concordance. Study the verses containing that word,
and organizethe key scripturesyou want to useinto alogical
sermonoutline.

* A textual sermon is where you take a verse, and preach
your main idea or thought from something in that verse.
Explain how theverserevea sanimportant truth. For example,
you could preach amessage from Hebrews 12:14 where you
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could speak about “No onewill seethe Lord without Holi-
ness.” First you could speak about what it meansto “ seethe
Lord.” Then you could explain the meaning of holiness, and
after that explain how holinessis needed to seethe L ord.

* An expository sermon iswhereyou bring out the meaning of
apassage of Scripture. You are explaining or interpreting that
verse or verses. It could be a parable, a story, a chapter, or
even abook of the Bible. You explain your chosen section of
Scripturewhilekeeping it inthe proper settingsof context, his-
tory, and grammar. Thistype of preaching can requiremoreskill
inexplaining the scripturethan just preaching atopica or textua

message.

However, expository sermons have the saf ety of staying the
closest tothesimple, plain meaning of the Bible. Therefore, it
most ably helps to teach the people how to become good
interpretersof the Biblefor themselves. If your listenershear
you skillfully expounding different passages of Scripture, it
will get them into the habit of a so trying to do the samewhen
they personally study the Bible.

THE THREE MAIN PARTSOFA SERMON
A sermon should have three main sections; an introduction, a

main body, and a conclusion. Their functionscan beillustrated
by thethree partsof an arrow: the feathers, the shaft, and the
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head. Theintroduction isthe beginning of the sermon. Itisto
givedirection to the message, just asthefeatherson an arrow
guidethearrow. Themain body isthe main section containing
the content of the sermon. Thisislikethe shaft, themain part of
thearrow. The conclusionistheending of thesermon. Thisis
likethe head or sharp point of thearrow that isto penetratethe
target. Our target isthe heartsof thelisteners!

1. The Feathers 2. The Shaft 3. The Head

\ ™
o

1. Introduction 2. Main Body 3. Conclusion

PREPAREAN OUTLINE

Anoutlinewill helpyouto organizewhat you want to present to
the people. Just asan arrow must bevery carefully constructed
forittofly swift and sureto hit thetarget, you need careful prepa
ration to make an effective sermon.

Preparingan Outline

Thereare certain stepsto takein organizing an outline. A mes-
sagewill often evolve dowly and devel op in our heart and our
thoughts. For thisreason you may haveto returnto acertain
stepto revisewhat you first wrote down. Yet thefollowing steps
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areagood basic guidelineto help you to organize an effective
message.

« First, write down on the top of your notesthe central idea,
theme, or truth that you are going to speak about. Thisisthe
arrow you are going to build and send forth as your sermon.
Writeit out asasimple sentence. If you cannot explainthemes-
sagesimply to yourself, how will the peoplebe ableto under-
sandit?

 Then write down as asimple sentence the pur pose of your
sermon. Thisisthetarget at which youwill shoot your arrow.
You want every sermon that you preach to accomplish some-
thinginthelivesof your listeners. Makeit practical, something
that will meet the needsof the people.

Of course, these first two sentences you write down are not
something that you will read to the people when you start your
preaching. They areonly to help youto know what sermonyou
will develop, and for what purposeyouwill preachit.

* Now divide your paper into three sections, with themiddle
section being thelargest. Labdl the sections: Introduction, Main
Body, and Conclusion.

* Inthe Introduction (or perhapsjust aboveit) you will write
your sermon title and the Bible text that you will beginwith.
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You will also write down some of your introductory thoughts
inthissection. Wewill study thismorefully in the next chap-
ter.

* Inthe second section of your sermon outline (the Main Body)
you will writedown the mg or thoughts or scripturesyou have.
Organize or number them into separate points. Make sure
that each point isrelated to the central theme of the message.
If any of your ideas cannot relate to and reinforce the central
message of the sermon, then perhaps you should save those
ideasfor adifferent message. We will study morefully the
organizing of the main body in chapter 7.

* After you have organized the points of the main body of your
message, you should write down some concluding remarksin
thethird section of your outline, the Conclusion. Wewill study
more about thisin chapter 10. In the appendix after thisbook
areafew condensed sermon outlinesthat | have written and
used. After you haveread thisbook, study them as examples of
how to apply what you have been learning.

THE FOUR INGREDIENTSIN A GOOD OUTLINE

LUNITY

Thefirgt ingredientinagood outlineisunity. Unity makesames-
sage easy to understand. Each part of the message should be
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related to therest. There should beamain theme or messageto
your preaching. We have said that asermon islike an arrow.
Could you imaginewhat it would belikeif an archer tried to
shoot anarrow that wasnot strongly glued together?What if the
feathersand thearrowhead fell off inflight?1t would beerratic
and uncontrolled, just like asermon that isnot solidly put to-
gether.

Unity also concentrates the impact of the message. As an
example of this, amachine gun with ahundred bullets may
havethe samefirepower asoneartillery shell. Yet if thema-
chinegun spraysthebulletswildly inal directions, it will have
much | ess effect against atarget than onewell-placed artil-
lery shell. When we preach, we do not want to wildly shoot
out unrelated ideas and Bibleverses, like the undirected ma-
chinegun. Wewant to concentrate the message, through unity,
into being like onewell-placed artillery shell that will destroy
the enemy.

Newspaper reporters are taught to keep unity in their mes-
sage when they write astory. They aretaught to ask “ the 5
Ws.” These 5 Ws are: Who? What? When? Where? and
Why? Each of the answersto these questions may become
part of their story, but everything will remain related to the
subject that they are reporting about. When we prepare a
sermon we should also consider which of the above ques-
tionswill help explain the meaning of the message to the
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people. They can each help keep the message united aswell
asclear and practical.

Asan example of how asermon can have unity, let me men-
tion asermon | once heard preached, entitled “ The Carpen-
ter and the Cross.” The speaker began by saying that Jesus
had been trained to be acarpenter, but the important piece
of wood that we know of inrelationto Hislifewasthe cross
onwhich Hewas crucified. Yet just as Jesus had learned to
take apiece of wood and fashion something useful fromit, in
asimilar way Jesus took His cross and used it for several
spiritual purposes.

Jesusfiguratively madeaba ance, acoffin, adoor, and athrone
out of thewood of the cross. The balance wasto reconcile
thejustice and mercy of God, the coffin wasto bury our sin,
the door wasto open heaven to us, and the thronewas where
we can be seated with Christ in heavenly places. So through
using theimagery of Jesus asacarpenter working with wood,
agood unified gospel message was preached, all centeredin
thework of the cross.

2. ORDER
The second ingredient in agood outline is order. A message

should bewdl presented and logical. An organized sermon will
beeasier for the peopleto remember, think about, and put into
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practice. An unorganized message can be confusing, and does
not logically lead you to agoa or accomplished purposefor the
sermon. There is order to everything that God does. First
Corinthians 14:40telIsus, “ L et dl thingsbedonedecently andin
order.”

Thisisillustrated by how an arrow also needsorder. An arrow
with thefeathersor the arrowhead in the middiewould never
reach the target! And the arrow’s shaft needs to be carefully
polished and be straight and in perfect order otherwiseit will be
deflected from the mark.

A crooked arrow will not hit thetarget, and can even bedanger-
ous. In like manner, the parts of the sermon all need to bein
order and pointinastraight direction. Otherwisethe result of
your sermonwill bevery unpredictable.

God had aclearly defined order when He spoke HisWord to
bring forth Hiswork of creation in the book of Genesis. Ina
similar way, wewant tolearn how to have aproper order when
we speak the Word of God in our sermons, so that the Word
will dsobecreative. Weread in Genesischapter onethat onthe
first day of creation the Spirit of God began to move.

Thisisonereason we commonly haveaworship servicebefore
preaching. Weinvitethe Holy Spirit to beginto moveinthe
church service before we begin the preaching of the Word of
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God. After the moving of the Holy Spirit, God said, “Let
there belight.” When we begin to preach, the Word of God
should begin to enlighten the minds of thelisteners (2 Cor.
4:6). Then God divided thelight from the darkness; even so,
we need the preaching of the Word to show the peoplethe
difference between truth and deception, and righteousness
andsin.

By thethird day of creation, the Lord spoke to separate the
waters and cause the dry land to appear. As our preaching
continues, we want it to bring separation, and create strong
foundations within the people’slives. Then asthe week of
creation went on, the crowning work of the sixth day was
when man was created in theimage of God. Thisshould be
the goal of preaching, to conform men to theimage of Christ.

Thenfinaly, on the seventh day God rested. Similarly, when
we havefulfilled the purpose of our message, we should stop
talking and sit down! Soif wewant to preach God’ swordin
acreative manner, let usalso learn to follow the wisdom of
God'soriginal order.

Proper order isalso important to hel p keep the parts of aser-
monin correct proportion. For example, supposeyou have about
50 minutesto preach amessage. If you have 4 main pointsor
sectionsto your sermon, then you can estimate (including time
for theintroduction and the conclusion) that you should not spend
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morethan about 10 minutes on each of the 4 sections. Suppose
that asyou are preparing your four point message, you find
yourself gathering agreat many scripturesand ideasfor one
of the sections. With alittle experience, you can tell that this
part of your message will take 30 minutes or more to speak
because it isbecoming so long. Then you might chooseto
prune down thislarge section to enableyouto preach all four
points.

However, if you feel that this section is becoming the most
important part of the message, perhaps you should remove
the other three sections and make thislarge section the cen-
tral theme of the message. Another option you may chooseis
to combinethelast three pointsinto one main point.

Then your former ideas for these three main points can be
placed as subpoints under your new main point. Thisway
you are only preaching two main pointswhich you could give
equal emphasisand timeto.

The onething you want to be careful to avoidisto announce
that you are preaching four pointsto your message and then
spend far too long on one of thefirst points. Your listeners
will become discouraged if your first point isthirty minutes
long. A quick mathematical cal culation would warn them that
you might preach atwo hour sermon! And if you use up most
of your time on thefirst point, you will then have to zoom
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through thelast points, and their content and impact may be-
comeweak.

3.MOVEMENT

Thethird ingredient needed in asermon outlineis movement.
You want to always keep moving forward in your message,
to be always progressing towards your goal (Phil. 3:13-14).
Every sermon should have the purpose or goal of accom-
plishing something constructiveinthelivesof your listeners.
Consequently, asermon should always movethelisteners
onward toward that goal.

The sermon must movein the proper direction that God wants
the message to go. We do not want our sermons to wander
aimlesdy incircles. Avoid tangents or hobbyhorses, or causes.
Do not lead the people down dead-end streets that will take
them nowhere. No, our preaching must have purpose.

Wewant to |ead the peopleforward into greater spiritual under-
standing, and into adeeper consecrationtotheLord. Todothis,
you must have an understanding of God'spurposefor themes-
sageyou will speak, and you need wisdom to movethe people
step by step towardsthat goal.

We can learn more about the need of movement by consid-
ering ashepherd and his sheep. The shepherd needsto peri-
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odically move hisflock onwards to keep them healthy and
safe. A green pasture that gave good food to the flock for a
time can become overgrazed and barren.

Perhaps the shepherd needsto lead the flock to aquiet wa-
tering place, or asafe sheepfold, or to anew green pasture.
The shepherd needsto know what the sheep need next, and
how to lead them there.

Inasimilar way, apreacher needsto know where God wants
him to take the people, and how to lead them onward to that
desired goal. Every step or main point of the message should
lead the congregation onward toward that goal. It might beto
bring each sinner whoispresent to salvation.

Thegoal of the message may befor consecration, or healing,
or for whatever worthy purposewe may havefelt ledto preach
about. Yet every one of the main pointsin your sermon out-
line should be arranged in such away asto movethe people
step by step to the desired goal.

Thethrust of the message needsto move along through the
various parts of the sermon like aswiftly flying arrow, going
forward until it strikes deep into the hearts and minds of the
listeners.
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4.CLIMAX

Thefourthingredient of asermon outlineistheclimax. A mes-
sage should aimto finishwithaclimax. Just asaboxer aimsfor
afina knockout punch, or asapiece of music preparesfor a
moving finae, inlike manner asermon should bring usto acli-
maX. Theclimax should focustheattention of thelistenersonthe
purposefor the sermon, and motivate them to respond.

Themessagesin the Book of Actsoften haveastrong climax.
Study Acts2:36, 7:51-56, 13:38-41, 14:9-10, 17:30-31, 26:27-
29, and 28:25-28 to see the moving endings of these sermons.
Several timesit saysthat thelistenerswere” cut to the heart.”
The preaching of the Word went like asharp arrow into their
hearts, and the resultswere often very dramatic.

Themessage should dowly build step by step through the points
of thesermon, to haveasingleclimax near theend. Do not have
abig start and then have aboring end to your message! Many a
sermon, likearrows, slow down and fall short of hitting their
desiredtarget.

You also do not want to have many climaxesor high pointsin
the message. That can |eave the peoplefeeling dizzy, tired,
and confused, likearoller coaster ride that takesyou up and
down. Many climaxeswill cause the people not to respond
wholeheartedly at the end of the message.
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Chapter 6
THE INTRODUCTION

Therearetwo main purposesfor having amessage start with an
introduction. The mostimportant reasonisto makeit clear what
the message will be about. Thiswill point the messagein a
straight direction, just asthefeathersguide an arrow fromthe
beginning of itsflight until it strikesthetarget.

Be careful to only present the main ideaor theme of the ser-
mon in theintroduction. Other related points should be de-
veloped later in the main body of the message.

The second reason for anintroductionisto create curiosity and
gather the peopl €’ s attention. Make the sermon attractive and
interesting! A storeawaysdisplaysitsbest productsup front so
that the peoplewill quickly bearoused withinterest. People of -
tenwill crowd into astore which hasgood advertising. How-
ever, wehavea“ product” that isbetter than any natural sales-
man could offer.

A preacher can offer salvation, eterna life, love, joy, hopeand
faith. Should not the multitudesflock to the anointed preacher
with such amessage?Yet the opening introduction can makethe
sermon seem either appealing or dull to thelisteners. You might
start with ashort greeting to the congregation if you havevisi-
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tors, or if you are aguest speaker. However, thisis not neces-
sary if you are preaching to your own congregation.

Twoimportant ingredientsthat you should seek to quickly bring
out inyour introduction areatitleand atext verse. Writethese
downinyour sermon notesat thetop of your outline.

Thetitleisto simply state the theme or subject of the mes-
sage. Make it short and precise, perhaps even one word.
Announceit clearly at the beginning of the message. Some
examplesare: Revival, How to be Born Again, The Over-
comers, and Three Reasons Jesus Died on the Cross. I nter-
esting titles can help gain the interest of the people. Some
examplesare: “Matching Footprints’ (when preaching from
1 Peter 2:21); “Measuring God'sLove” (for Ephesians 3:17-
19); and “Marks of Maturity” (for 1 John 2:12-14).

Be careful to avoid exaggerated titles. Do not promise the
people morethan you can give them! Some bad examples of
thiscould be: “ God hasanew MercedesBenz for You” (when
preaching from Matthew 21:22) or “ The U.F.O.sare Com-
ing” (from 2 Thessalonians 1:7-8).

A text verseisalso important for theintroduction. Thisisa
verse (or verses) that you announce and read at the begin-
ning of your message. The word text comesfrom the Latin
textus or textum which means woven or spun. This shows
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that our text verseiswhat our sermoniswoven out of .

Just likethesermontitle, atext verse should helpto smply state
the content or purpose of the message. Often thetitle can be
taken fromthetext verse. For example, if your text isJohn 3:6
thenyour titlemight become, “ Youmust beBornAgain.” If your
textisHebrews 12:14, your title could be, “Without Holinessno
Onewill SeetheLord.”

Atext versewill aso givetheauthority of theWord of God to
your message. It showsthat you arenot just preaching your own
opinionsor theideas of men. | once knew an evangelist who
always started his sermons by giving avocabulary word and
thendefiningit.

He never started his sermonswith ascripture. Yet apreacher
should declare God'sword, not just givean Englishlesson. Al so,
theWord of God should be our authority when we preach, not
Webster’sdictionary!

Reading atext verseisalso preparing agood foundation on
which you can build the message. Your messagewill not wan-
der away from your main idea or theme if you repeatedly
quote the scripture during your message. It will belike hitting
anail onitshead again and again. Each timeyou can driveit
deeper and deeper into the minds and hearts of thelisteners.
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When you are preparing to read your text, read thereference
clearly, pause, and read thereference again. Giveyour listeners
timetofinditintheir own Biblesbeforeyou read it. Read the
text dowly, clearly, and with emphasis. Practicereading it be-
foretheservice, especidly if thereare any difficult namesor
wordsinit.

Along with atitleand text, it isimportant to quickly present
something interesting to the peoplein theintroduction to gain
their attention. Vary your introductions so the people do
not become bored with hearing the same presentation again
and again. Some waysthat you can gain the attention of the
people can includeany of thefollowing:

* Recent Happenings. Refer to anything that happened ear-
lier inthe servicethat helps confirm that God isalready speak-
ing about what you are going to preach on. Thisconfirmation
could be aprophecy that was given earlier in the worship
servicethat coincides with the message you have prepared.
If there was a clear theme in the song service that corre-
sponds to your sermon, then that could be a confirmation
fromtheLord too.

Perhaps atestimony or scripture reading was given before
you preached, that strengthensyour message. Point out these
confirmationsto the people, so that they will realize that God
isclearly speaking amessagethat they should listento.
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e Ashort story. A short story can aso quickly gaintheinterest
of the people. Peopleof any ageliketo hear agood story told to
them! | have heard pastorswho often start their Sunday morning
sermon by beginning with astory for children. They gather the
children aroundthem up front and tell them asmplebut interest-
ing story before sending them off to Sunday school classes. Then
they usethat story asan introduction to the sermon’smessage.

 Special Occasions. If the day or the occasion you are
preaching on hasaspecial significance, making referenceto
it can quickly interest the people. Perhapsit isaholiday such
as Christmas or Mother’s Day. If you are preaching for a
wedding, funeral, or acelebration, then all the peoplewill be
interested in amessage that is connected with that occasion.
If you arein afarming community you could refer to the sea-
sonif itisplanting or harvesting time, or you can mention
someimportant news, if any of these things can be relevant
to the message you will preach.

* Related testimonies. You can show the people how the
message isimportant for them. People are awaysinterested
in hearing something that can hel p them to have abetter, more
fulfilled life. Show the people how the message can be of
practical valueto them. A testimony of how someone’slife
was hel ped by the same truths that you will now share will
interest everyone who hasthat same need or desirein their
ownlife.
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* Visual Aids. Your introduction can have added impact if
you add visual aids. An object or action can helpillustrate
the sermon’smessage. A picture or diagram could attract the
congregation’ s attention and quickly help make the subject
of themessageclear.

Never apologizefor your message when you begin! If you
tell the people that the messageis not very good, they will
believe you and not expect to receive much. Some examples
of thisareif the preacher says, “| wastoo busy to prepare,”
or “I have not spoken very many times,” or “I lost my sermon
notes,” or “1 have been discouraged but | will try to preach
anyhow.” Do not apologize for your message, even if you
had many difficultiesin getting ready and you do not fee pre-
pared. People are hungry to hear from God, and the Lord is
ableto minister to them above our own level of ability. When
you stand at the pulpit, call onthe Lord inyour heart, and ask
Him to meet the needs of the people.

It isalso important to keep theintroduction short. Gainthe at-
tention of the people, and tell them what directionthemessageis
going. Then, start the main body of the message. Anintroduc-
tion should belessthan 10% of thetotal length of the message.
For an average sermon thiswould bethreeto five minuteslong.
Do not add dl thepossibleingredientsto anintroduction that are
discussedinthesenotes A bareminimuminanintroductionwould
be4 things: announcethetitle, read atext, present themainidea
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or theme, and mention something interestingto gainther atten-
tion. If you also want to begin your message with prayer, itis
best to pray either before or at the end of theintroduction.

Summary of thelntroduction

* Introductions definewhat your messagewill beand what will
follow.
« A good introduction createsinterest and curiosity.
« Introductionsincludeacatchy title, and scripturetext.
* Vary your introductionsto gain the attention of your audience.
» Usesomeof thefollowing:
- Recent happenings
- A short story
- Specia occasions
- Testimonials of how peoplewere hel ped and changed
- Visud aidsto helpillustratethe message
Do not apol ogizefor your message.
» Keep your introduction short, concise, and interesting.
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Chapter 7
THE MAIN BODY

In the main body of your sermon you want to share the content
of your message. Thisisthetimeto feed them all theimportant
spiritual food of the message. You could say that theintroduc-
tionisliketheappetizer inabig banquet, and theconclusionis
like the dessert, but the main body of the sermon islike the
main course of themeal. Just likeameal, it must bearranged
and presented properly inorder to be appetizing. If themeal is
all blended or mashed together, thefood would bejust asnutri-
tional, but it probably will not be eaten!

Inthe main body you will need to explain your subject. After
stating the subject in the introduction you must now goonto
enlargeuponit and explainit thoroughly. Show the peoplewhat
the Bible saysabout the subject. Illustrateit and makethe mes-
sageclear toal thepeople.

Asyou explain your subject you should be seeking to prove or
substantiateitstruth to the people. We do not want to givethem
another opinion or option about something, but rather get them
to believe what the Scriptures declare. Asthe Apostle Paul said
in2 Corinthians 5:11, “We persuade men.”

Whilewe explain and prove our subject we also want to apply
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the messageto be practical. How will following thismessage
changethelivesof those who arelistening? People areinter-
ested in hearing something that will be practical and profit-
ablefor them.

Asyou present your facts and reasoning, you want your lis-
tenersto be ableto clearly understand the message. Making
anoutline of what you will preach isthe most effective prepa-
ration to help you keep your thoughtsin order. By writing an
outline down on paper you can remember all the important
information and scripturesthat you want to share.

Preparing asermon outline can besimilar to drawing aplan or
blueprint for ahouse. If youwant to build alarge, strong house,
then careful planning will be needed beforehand. Proverbs24:3-
4tellsus, “ Through wisdom ahouseisbuilt, and by understand-
ing itisestablished; by knowledgetheroomsarefilled with al
precious and pleasant riches.” Yet to prepare and develop a
sermon outline, we a so will need wisdom, understanding, and
knowledge.

Wisdom isneeded to first choose our basic plan or theme. Un-
derstanding the subject we are going to preach about will then
enable usto placethe proper pointsor sectionsin the outline.
Thenwewill need knowledgetofill inthe sermon outlinewith
scriptures, facts, andillustrations, just asapersonfillstherooms
of hishousewith useful and beautiful thingsto makeit acomfort-
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ableplacetolive.

Therefore, inthischapter our objectiveisto gain an understand-
ing of how we can organize agood structure or outlinefor the
message we deliver to the people. If afarmer goesout to his
fieldsand throws histomato, bean, watermelon, and | ettuce
seeds all on the same piece of ground without any order or
preparation, hewill haveavery poor harvest!

Isaiah 28:23-29tellsusthat it is God who teachesthe farmer
how to organize a productive farm, and likewise we need
God to teach ushow to prepare afruitful sermon.

ORGANIZING THE OUTLINE

Asyou organizetheideas of your message, you need to use
aconsistent pattern of how to make an outline. If you are
sharing ashort and simple message, perhapsyou will merely
put 3 or 4 numbers on your paper and list your important
thoughts and scriptures. But when you organize afuller mes-
sage you may have many scriptures and thoughtsthat you
want to put into aclear and logical order.

You will need to know how to organize your thoughtsinto
different groupingsand levels of importance. To help you to
know how to do this, we will share the following standard
pattern of outlining that isused throughout the world:
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TITLE OF THE MESSAGE

. MAINPOINT
A. Subpoint
B. Subpoint
1. Sub-subpoint
2. Sub-subpoint
C. Subpoint
1. Sub-subpoint
2. Sub-subpoint
a.  sub-sub-subpoint
b. sub-sub-subpoint

[I. MAIN POINT
A. Subpoint
1. Sub-subpoint
2. Sub-subpoint
B. Subpoint
C. Subpoint

[1I.MAIN POINT
A. Subpoint
B. Subpoint
1. Sub-subpoint
2. Sub-subpoint
a.  sub-sub-subpoint
b. sub-sub-subpoint

Homiletics
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Depending upon theflow of your ideasyou will have adiffer-
ent number of main pointsand lesser points. But the order to
the outlineisthat the most important ideas are on thefar left.
These arefirst the Roman numeralsl, 11, 11, and so on.

The next most important ideas (which support the main points)
arelisted ascapital letters (A, B, C...). Thelessimportant
ideas under them are progressively listed farther and farther
totheright. Each of theselesser points should servethegreater
point which isover them and to their | eft.

Thetitle, text, introduction, and conclusion are not included as
numbersor lettersin the outline. You will need to put themin
your sermon notesin their appropriate places before or after
your main body. However, they are not listed among the num-
bersor |ettersthat are used to organize only the main body of
your sermoninto alogicd outlineform.

Wewill now illustrate how thismethod of organizing anoutlineis
towork. Thefollowing isan outlineof how theministriesina
large church might all work together intheir various groupings
and levelsof authority. We could say that the Senior Pastor is
themain organizer of the church, just liketheMain Title of the
sermon organizesthe entire message. Then let us suppose our
large church hasfour departments|ed by four Associate Pas-
tors. Under their authority arethe other churchworkers. Hereis
our outline:
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THE SENIOR PASTOR
(likethe Title, he directs everything)

I. The Youth Pastor
A. Friday night youth activity leader
B. Sunday afternoon youth activity leader

Il. The Pastor of Education

A. The Sunday School Director
1. 3-5year old class
2. 6-8year oldclass
3. 9-12year old class
4. 13-15year old class

B. TheMidweek Bible Study Organizer
1. Bible Study Leader #1- west side of city
2. Bible Study Leader #2- east side of city
3. Bible Study Leader #3- south side of city

I11. The Music Pastor
A. Choir Director
B. Music Group Leader
1. Pianoplayer
2. Main Keyboard player
a. backup keyboard player
b. other backup player
3. Guitarist
C. Song leaders
1. Brother A
2. Brother B
3. Brother C

IV. The Pastor of Administration
A. Secretary
B. Treasurer
C. Janitor
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We are not suggesting that thisishow achurch should be best
organized. We are simply using thisexampleto show how an
outline can organi ze something into proper groupsand levelsof
authority. Inasimilar way you must to be abletowritedown an
effective sermon outline. It should organi zethethoughtsthat you
will preachintotheir proper groupingsand levelsof importance.

When you preach you will not tell your listenersall the num-
bersand letters of the points and subpoints of your outline.
Perhapsyou would number the main pointsand mention them
aspoints, steps, or keysto help them to understand the most
basic organization of the message. L ater in the message you
could number for them the subpointsin one section, if you
think they are important for your listenersto remember or
write down. However, you would not refer to them as
“subpoints” or “sub- subpoints’ because that isnot normal
language that we use daily.

Whilethe outline hel psyou to organize your thoughtsinto a
clear and logical order, youwill not explainall of your outline
to the people. An outlineisto be like a skeleton that holds
something together.

We need skel etons to maintain order, movement, and life.
However, a skeleton is not something that should be out-
wardly seen. You will use an outline to organize a skeleton
for your message, but then you must put meat on the bones
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and morefully devel op the message beforeyou present it tothe
people.

SEVEN TYPESOF SERMON OUTLINES

Thereare seven typesof outlinesthat can help usorganizethe
basi ¢ structure of our message. L et usnow study them, and gain
wisdom through which we can organi ze effective sermons.

1. THEDIAMOND OUTLINE

A diamond outline iswhere you look at the subject you are
preaching about from anumber of different sidesor perspec-
tives. A diamondisamulti-faceted gemstone which canreflect
light from each of itsmany different sides. Thereisno specid
order neededinviewingit. Each Sdegivesyouadifferent glimpse
of thediamond’ sbeauty. Inasimilar way, some subjectscan be
looked at from different angles, with no specia order needed to
the viewing. Each view or perspective will show adifferent
beautty, truth, or flash of light to the subject youwill preach abouit.
Let uslook at some examplesof thisnow.

A person could preach asermon entitled “ Three Reasonsto
Praisethe Lord.” Then for these three main points, he could
explainthat praising the Lord can bring strength, deliverance,
and cleansing. You could organize these three points as: 1.
Strength, 2. Deliverance, and 3. Cleansing. However, you could
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just aswisdly put themintheorder of: 1. Deliverance, 2. Strength,
and 3. Cleansing; or intheorder of: 1. Cleansing, 2. Deliver-
ance, and 3. Strength. Each of thesethree points could be shared
inany order, inasmuch as none of them hasto follow and build
ontop of theother. They areall part of the sametruth (praising
the Lord) but they are each likethe separate sides of adiamond
that can be observed in any order.

A scriptural example of what we call the* diamond outline”
can be seenin Psalm 107. This Psalm contains six sections,
with each showing usadifferent way that God often works
with men. We could preach this chapter and entitleit, “ Six
Ways God Dealswith Men.”

Inthefirst section (verses4-9) we can see how God dealswith
thewanderer to seek to bring himinto achurch fellowship. The
second section (verses 10-16) isabout the backdider inhisbond-
age, and thethird section (verses 17-22) isabout thefool who
becamesick.

Theninthefourth section (verses 23-32) weseehow God dedl's
with thetraveler or the missionary, thefifth section (verses33-
38) with theunreached for church planting, and the sixth section
(verses 39-42) with the poor. Now each of these sectionsis
related to thetheme* Six Ways God Dea sWith Men,” but each
sectionisdifferent from each other. Eachislikeaseparatefacet
onadiamond, that givesitsown light. They could have been
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arranged in any order by the Psalmist, without any lossof in-
dructionor light.

Here are some other examples of how thewritersof the Bible
often used thediamond outlinewhenthey explained truth. Please
study them now: Aspectsof Love (1 Cor. 13:4-7); TheWorks
of the Flesh (Gal. 5:19-21); Waysto Praisethe Lord (Psalm
150); The Greatness of God'sWisdom (Job 38-39); and Warn-
ingsto ReligiousHypocrites (Mt. 23:13-33).

2. THELADDER OUTLINE

When welooked at the diamond outline we saw that the order
to the sectionswasnot important aslong asthey al followed the
sametheme. Yet intheladder outline, order isimportant. Each
point or step buildson the one beforeit. To bring the peopleto
acertain conclusion, youmust logically lead them through ase-
riesof ordered steps.

For example, thisishow asa vation messageisusudly preached.
You start with laying thefoundation that all men have sinned as
your first point. Then for the second point you may want to say
that because of this, everyoneisin danger of the judgment of
God. Third, youwould thentell the peopleto cometo Christ to
be saved from God'sjudgment. Asafourth and fina point, you
could tell them how they can receive Christ and be saved, and
then lead them to asalvation prayer. Each of these pointsisina
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logical order, and must be presented in thisway as aladder
outline, not adiamond outline. The success of your salvation
messagewill largely be determined by how well you canleadthe
people, step by step, to arrive at the conclusion that they should
immediately receive Chrigt. Thefollowing aresomeBiblical ex-
amplesof theladder outlinefor you to study:

* ThreeStepsTo Maturity, 1 John 2:12-14. 1) Little Chil-
dren, 2) Young Men, 3) Fathers

* Seven Stepsto Christian Perfection, 2 Peter 1:5-7.
Addtoyour faith:

1) Virtue

2) Knowledge,

3) Sdf-Control

4) Perseverance

5) Godliness

6) Brotherly Love

7)“Agape’ Love

* God'sPlan for theRedeemed, Ephesians2:1-7.
1) Past Condition: Deadin Sin, vs.1-3
2) Present Condition: Saved and Raised With Chrigt,
vs.4-6
3) Future Condition: Blessed for the Agesto Come,
V.7
* Our Assuranceof Glory, Romans 8:29-30.
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1) Foreknown
2) Predestined
3)Cdled

4) Justified

5) Glorified

* TheBook of Habakkuk
1) Chapter 1 - Sighing
2) Chapter 2 - Seeing
3) Chapter 3- Singing

3. THE CONTRAST OUTLINE

Another way you can organize your messageisby using a con-
trast outline. Thisiswhereyou comparetwo (or more) oppo-
stesinyour message. By comparing these oppositesthe people
will learnthetruth or lesson that you are seeking to teach.

Some examples are: The Spiritual and the Carnal Christian
(AbrahamvsL ot); Unbelief and Faith (The 10 Spiesvs Joshual
Caleb); and The Righteousand the Ungodly (Psalm 1). Wecan
also consider how the most basic organi zation of the Bibleisa
contrast outline—the Old and New Testamentd! Christ often used
contrastsin Hispreaching such as The Rich Man and Lazarus
(Lk. 16:19-31); A Man with Two Sons (Mt. 21:28-31); and
also Two Roads, Two Trees, and Two Houses (Mt. 7:13-27).

We can seean examplein Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 of amessageinthe
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Biblethat combinesadiamond and acontrast outlineat thesame
time. Each subjectisunrelated (born/ die), (weep/ laugh), (kill
/ heal), (gain/ lose) like adiamond outline, but each subject
containsacontrast.

4. THE BIBLE STORY (or Expository) OUTLINE

Thistype of outlineiswhereyou go step by step through the
verses of a story, chapter, or book of the Bible. You seek to
bring out the message of the scripture by reading and explaining
it. Herearethree expository outlines:

1. TheLord sPrayer, Matthew 6:9-13

a) Vese9, “Prayinthismanner” - TheLord sprayeris
apattern of how wecanlearnto pray. If welearn
how to pray the 6 themestaught init, for 10 minutes
each, wewill havelearned how to pray for an hour
(Mt. 23:23).

b) Theme#1 - Drawing Near to God (Our Father in
heaven, hallowed bethy name) Is. 66:1-2.

c) Theme#2- Establishing God'sKingdom: Spiritual
Warfare (Thy kingdomcome...) Lk. 12:32,
Eph. 6:12-18.

d) Theme#3- Receiving God'sProvision (Giveusto
day our daily bread) Mt. 6:33, Phil. 4:19.

€) Theme#4- Receivingand Giving Forgiveness(And
forgiveus...) 1Jn. 1.9, Mt. 18:21-35.

f) Theme#5- OvercomingtheWorld, the Flesh, and the
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Devil (And do not lead usinto temptation...)

Mt. 26:41, 1 Cor.10:13, Jas. 4:6-10.

Theme# 6- Praising God (For Thineisthekingdom...)
Praisewill strengthen our faith (Rom. 4:20) and
balance our timesof sorrow in prayer (Neh. 8:9-10).

2. Title: ThePresenceof Chrigt (fromthestory of Jesuswalk-
ing onthewater, Mt. 14:22-33).

a)

b)

The Presence of Christ Far Away, Mt. 14:22-24. But
Heisprayingfor us, Heb. 4:14, 7:25

The Presence of Christ Feared, Mt.14:25-26. We do
not alwaysrecognize how the Lord comesto help us
inour trias, 2 Cor. 12:8-9.

ThePresenceof Christ Trusted, Mt.14:27-29. TheLord
wantsto giveusamiracleinour scormy trial, a
supernatura walk, Gal. 5:16.

The Presence of Christ Forgotten, Mt. 23:23. Wemust
walk by faith, not by sight, 2 Cor.5:7, Heb.12:2,
Phil.1:6.

The Presence of Christ Secured, Mt.14:31-33. Wecan
trust theLord, Heisfaithful, Ps.37:23. Wewill meet
Himin new waysaswe go through the storms of

life, Mt.14:33.

3. Sit, Walk, & Stand: the Book of Ephesians

a)
b)

Sit, Eph. 1:1-3:21. Wesit inthefinished work of Christ.
Walk, Eph. 4:1-6:9. Wewak inthenew lifegiven us.
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c) Stand, Eph. 6:12-18. We stand in Christ’svictory
againg thedevil.

5. THEANALOGY OUTLINE

Inthistypeof outlineaBiblestory or truthislooked at, and then
givenaspiritua interpretation (see1 Cor.15:46). Thisisto not
reject or minimizetheimportance of theplain, literal story; but
sometimesyou can add aspiritual or prophetic meaning. The
Apostle Paul often did this, aswe can seein Gaatians4:21-31,
2 Corinthians 3:6-18, Romans 7:1-6, and Hebrews 12:18-24.
Thefollowing aretwo examplesof theanalogy outline:

1. The 2 Miraculous Catches of Fish, Luke 5:3-10, John
21:2-11. A spiritual inter pretation:
a) The?2 catchesof fish by Peter and thedisciplesare
prophetic of theministry of Peter, Mk. 1:17.
b) Afterthefirst miraculouscatchinLk. 5, Peter left his
fishing to becomeaminister, LK. 5:10.
¢) InLk. 5:6thenet began to break. Theweak net
sgnified theweaknessof Peter’sorigina ministry,
which failed when hedenied the Lord, Mt. 26:69-75.
d) Peter went back tofishing, inJn. 21:3. Peter left his
ministry, but God did not blessit, Jn.15:5, Heb.10:38.
€) Peterwasnot at first fully clothed, both naturally and
spiritualy, Jn. 21:7,1s. 35:8.
f) JIn.21:15-17 - After Christ tested him 3times (just as
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Peter had denied Christ 3times), Peter wasrestored
tohisminigtry.

Jn. 21:7 - Peter brought the net which was unbroken
thistime. Thissgnified that hisministry would not
break again, just as Christ prophesied that Peter
would becomefaithful to deathin John 21:18.

MORAL.: If you havefailed the Lord, He can forgiveyou,
changeyou, recommission you, and causeyou to becomea
faithful servant of God.

2. TheGood Samaritan, Luke10:29-37. A spiritual inter-
pretation:

a)

b)

c)

d)

Theman going from Jerusalem downto Jerichowas
backdiding - Jerusdlemwastheholy city, while
Jerichowas cursed, Josh. 6:26. Theroad went sharply
downindevation. Fallinginto sinleadsyou straight
down.

Ashewasbackdliding, hewasovercomeby thethief,
thedevil, Jn.10:10. Hewas stripped of hisclothes
(or righteousness, Rev. 19:8) and left half dead (in
trespassesand sin, Eph. 2:1).

Thepriest and Levite, examplesof heartlessreligion,
would not help him.

The Samaritan waslike Jesus (Jn. 8:48): despised

(Is. 53:3) but compassionate (Lk. 19:10). Herescued the
man, heping himwithail (atypeof theHoly Spirit) andwine
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(atypeof joy). Hebrought himto aninn (church) and paid
theinnkeeper (apastor) to help him until hewasrestored,
and said that if the innkeeper deserved more payment, it
would be given him when the Samaritan returned (the sec-
ond coming of Christ).

MORAL: We need the compassion of Jesus, to help the
backdidden. We can berewarded for our efforts both now
and at the Second Coming of Chrigt.

6. THE QUESTION AND ANSWER OUTLINE

In thistype of outline, aquestion or problem (or several of
them) is asked and then answered. This kind of format or
outlineis sometimes used by newspaper columnistsand poli-
ticiansaswell asinthe Bible. Thefollowing are some ex-
amplesof how itisusedintheBible:

1. 1saiah 33:14-17 - Title: How To Dwell WithaHoly God
a) Is. 33:14, Heb. 12:29 - How can we dwell withaholy
God?
b) Is. 33:15 - Seven wayswe should be holy
C) 1s.33:16,17 - Six blessingswewill begiven

2. Psam 15 and 24 are both Psalmsthat ask aquestion and then
answer aquestion.
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3.Malachi 1:2, 1:7,2:17, 3.8, and 3:18 show usthe outline of
thebook asaseriesof questionsand answers.

4. First Corinthians chapters 7-16 are the Apostle Paul’ s an-
swersto alist of questionswritten to him by the Church of
Corinth.

7. THE SEARCH OUTLINE

Inthistypeof outline, various possibilitiesare considered (and
rejected) until theright answer isfound. Thisisnot used as
commonly as some of the other outlines, but it can be useful
to keep the attention of the people.

Someone giving atestimony of how they became saved will
often use asearch outline (but make sure the testimony glori-
fies Christ and does not concentrate on the sins of the former
life). We can consider these Biblical examples:

1. Micah searched for the answer to, “How can | please the
Lord?’ inMicah 6:6-8

2. Job chapter 28 isabout searching for (and finding) wisdom.

3. Psalms 139:7-12 seeksto find the answer to the question,
“Whereshal | gofromthy presence?’
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It isposed as aquestion to show that God will “never leave
you or forsakeyou” (see Joshua 1:5).

Summary

1. TheDiamond Outline- looking at a multi-faced gem or
truth from several perspectives.

2. The Ladder Outline - each point or step builds on the
onebeforeit to cometo asolid conclusion.

3. The Contrast Outline - comparing two or more oppo-
sitesin your messagefor instruction.

4. The Expository Outline- going step by step through the
verses of astory, chapter, or Bible book.

5. The Analogy Outline - drawing aspiritual application
from anatural Bibleaccount.

6. TheQuestion/Answer Outline-aquestionisposedin
scripture, and then answered by scripture.

7. The Search Outline - various possibilities are consid-
ered/rejected until the right answer isfound.
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Chapter 8
ABOUT ILLUSTRATIONS
THREE REASONSTO USE ILLUSTRATIONS

[llustrations are an important part of agood sermon. They
often make the difference between an interesting and adull
sermon. You should useat least oneillustration for every major
point of your message. They can also effectively beused in
the introduction and conclusion of your message. Thefol-
lowing three reasons hel p usto seetheir importance:

* Firg, anillustration can get the peopl € sattention. Itislikebait
onafishhook! Our Lord Jesusfilled Hismessageswithillustra-
tions, stories, and parablesthat captured theimagination of those
who werelistening. Many of thosewho listened to the M aster
were not scholarswho could concentrate on along theological
discourse—and many of our listenersarenot either.

* Second, anillustration can demonstrate practical application.
You can show the people how the message can help them. A
personal testimony, an examplefrom history, or aBible story
could each show your listeners certain practical results. Most
peoplearenot interested inlistening to impractical theories, but
if you demonstrate how your message worksand helpslives,
then thosewho hear you will want it also!
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* Third, illustrations hel p the peopl e to remember your |esson.
Thesaying*“apictureisworth athousand words’ isasaying that
isknown throughout theworld. Many scientific Sudieshave ob-
served how alarge percentage of what welearnisby what we
see, not just by what we hear. One study claimed that we re-
member 10 percent of what we hear and 90 percent of what we
see. That isremarkable.

| remember a sermon that began with the speaker comparing
two flashlight batteries. Onewas charged, and could givemuch
light; whilethe other battery was drained and had no practical
use. Hethen said that Christians can belike either of thosetwo
batteries, either full of power or dead and useless.

Then the preacher tossed the dead battery over hisshoulder to
throw it away asuseless. It served asawarning that we do not
want to have apowerless Christian life and then be discarded.
That introduced amessage | have remembered for many years.

Another messagel haveremembered for twenty yearswas about
thejudgment seat of Christ. The main thing that has made that
message stick in my memory wasthevisud illustration that the
preacher used. He held up two ears of corn wrapped in their
husks. They looked exactly the same on the outside. He com-
pared them with how many Christians|ook exactly thesameon
theoutside, until theday of judgment revealswhat their lives
wereredly like.
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Then he stripped theleaves away and took the corn out of one
husk to reveal agood fruitful ear of corn, bursting full of yellow
kernels of corn. Then as he stripped away the next husk, we
saw anugly, rotten ear of corn, with mold and wormsinside! It
had only afew kernelsof yellow corn. The message had lasting
impact on al of usbecause of the well-chosen objectshe used
toillustratethesermon.

TYPESOFILLUSTRATIONS

In these examples of thetwo batteriesand thetwo earsof corn,
theillugtrationswerevisua objects. Many Bible preachersand
prophetsused objectstoillustratetheir messages. Jeremiah used
ayoke, Ezekiel made amodel of the siege of Jerusalem, and
Agabusused thebelt of the Apostle Paul. Our Lord, the Master
Preacher, used objectstoillustrate Hismessages.

Onetimein Mark 9:35-37, He set achild down in the midst of
Hisdisciplesto beanillustration of how we should bethe ser-
vantsof everyone. Another timeHecalled for acointorevea
God'swisdom about paying taxesin Luke 20:21-26. On an-
other occasion, He used the miraculousillustration of telling the
lame man to get up, take hisbedding, and go home, to show that
Hehad the power toforgivesin (Mt. 9:2-8).

Anacted out illustration can a so add meaning to the message
you preach. Hand movements, walking, carrying animaginary
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burden, and many other gesturesand actions can reinforceyour
verbal message and can help keep the attention of the people. |
canstill remember how astreet preacher would get the attention
of the people before hewould preach inthe market place. He
would sneak up to a big hat that had been placed on the
ground. When helifted up the side of the hat just alittle, he
would jump back and say, “It'salive!” Hewould continueto
do thisseveral times, saying “It’salive!” louder and louder
and getting the attention of more and more people.

Everyone would look and wonder, “What isunder that hat?
Ananimal, or what?’ Then the man would sneak up to the
hat for onefinal time. Hewould quickly pull out aBiblefrom
under the hat, and while holding up the Bible he would say
“It'salivel” and then beginto preach about the power of God's
Word.

A written or drawn illustration can also help the peopleto focus
inonyour topic better. A picture, something written on ablack-
board, or something shown on an overhead projector can help
show the meaning of your message.

Charts, graphs, and pictures are often used by businessmen
when they are making a presentation, because they produce
results. Even the Lord used thisform of illustration when He
caused the mysteriouswordsto bewritten on thewall during
Belshazzar’sfeast, in Daniel chapter five.
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However, the majority of theillustrationswe will use when
we preach will beverbal illustrations. A story or spokenil-
lustration can sink into the thoughts of the people as effec-
tively asDavid' s stone sank into theforehead of Goliath! The
parablesthat Jesus continually used explain spiritual truthsin
asimple way that can help reveal truth to people of every
culture and educational background.

A formof verbd illustration that can sometimesbevery useful is
caledanacrogtic. If you make an acrostic out of the pointsof an
outline, the people can much more easily remember it. Most
peoplecan easly remember athree point outline, but fewer people
will remember afour, five, or six point outline. If you can con-
struct ameaningful word out thefirst letter of thefirst word of
each point, most peoplewill retain more of the message. Most
of us have heard and remember asimpleway to have JOY.
Thisisby having Jesusfirst, Othersnext, and Yourself last! This
isan acrostic. It can helpillustrate the message and makere-
memberingit easier.

SOURCESOFILLUSTRATIONS

[llustrationsare very important, but it can becomedifficult for
the person who preachesregularly to awayscome up with new
ones. Alwaysbelooking for freshillustrationsthat can be used
inyour preaching. Whenyou find one, writeit down. You might
remember it in your memory to be ableto useit withinthe next
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week or o, but then you would probably forget it. However, if
youwriteagood illustration down, you keep it and can useit
severd timesinfutureyears. Keep agood story to useagain.

The Bible should be amain source of our illustrations. You
can alwaysfind aBiblestory that illustratesthetruth you are
speaking about. Read through the Old Testament, and know
all of thestoriesthere. Asthe Apostle Paul saidin 1 Corinthians
10:11, “Now all these things happened to them as exampl es,
and they werewritten for our admonition.” Our Lord Jesus
often referred to Old Testament stories such as Nineveh’'s
repentance, the Queen of Sheba'svisit to Jerusalem, Lot’s
wife, Solomonin all of hisglory, Jonahin the belly of the
great fish, and others.

Natureand sciencearefull of useful illustrations. Solomonwas
apreacher anointed with the spirit of wisdomwho could discern
spiritua truthsin all theworksof God'screation. First Kings
4:33 showshisunderstanding of nature: “ Also he spoke of trees,
from the cedar tree of Lebanon even to the hyssop that springs
out of thewall; he spoke also of animals, of birds, of creeping
things, and of fish.”

If you are preaching about the danger of sin, you couldillustrate
your message with astory about quicksand, the spider web, or
thebite of asnake. If you are explaining the Trinity, you could
usethe example of how water can beinthreeforms.
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Another good source of illustrationsishistory. Asthe saying
goes, “Higory repeatsitsdf,” soif weknow history well thenwe
canfind awealth of relevant storiesand examples. Having a
knowledge about natural warscan bevery useful inexplaining
spiritual warfare. Read abook about athletic events and see
what |essonsyou can learn about running the Christian race.

Read abiography, perhaps about afamous Christian or aworld
leader like Napoleon, Winston Churchill, or MahatmaGandhi.
Alwaysbe searching for spiritud truthsthat can begleaned from
thepagesof history. The story about General McArthur’sprom-
iseof “1 will return” and how hefulfilledit couldillustrateames-
sage about the Second Coming of Christ.

Jesustold aparablein Luke 19 about anobleman who went into
afar country to receive hiskingdom, but then hissubjectssent a
message of protest. Thosewho heard Jesus preach thisstory in
Jerichowouldreateit to ahistorical event. Herod the Great had
previoudy given Jericho and al Judeato becometheinheritance
of hisson, Archelaus. When he went to Rometo receive his
kingdom, many peoplein Judeasent apetitionto Caesar against
himto try to stop hisappoi ntment. Jesus choseto makeastory
that would come diveto them because of thishistorical event
whichal thepeoplestill remembered.

Current newscan aso beused for illustrations. Jesusused this
to sharpen hismessagein Luke 13:1-5, when heused two re-
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cent calamitiestoillugtratetheredlity of judgment. Another pos-
sibleexamplefrom Christ’sministry could have beenwhen He
spokethe parable of the Good Samaritan. Theroad from Jerusa-
lemto Jerichowascalled “the bloody way” because of thefre-
quent robberiesthat took placeonit, and perhapsanew violent
robbery paved theway for Jesusto tell the story of the Good
Samaritan.

Personal experiences can always be apowerful source of
illustrations. Explain how your subject matter hasworked in
someone’slife! TheApostle Paul often mentioned hisown
conversion as a powerful example of God’'sworks. Many
victories of faith and testimonies of every type of Christian
experience are waiting for the preacher to discover and share
from thelives of both famous and unknown Christians.

Fictional writing can also offer many good stories. You can
takethem from famousliterature such asoneof Aesop’sfables,
or auseful folk tale, or apopular book. Sometimes you can
“invent” your own story toillustrate your message.

Thereare also many books availablewhich are collections of
useful illustrationsfor sermons. Your local Christian bookstore
may have severd of theseavailable. Makesurethat theillustra-
tionsarerelevant and fresh beforeyou usethem.
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SOME CAUTIONS

Whenyou useanillustration, make sureit isrelevant to the point
you aremaking. Youwantitto“hitthenail onitshead” todrive
thetruth deeper. If you areclumsy with applying anillustration, it
can beasdistracting ashitting your fingerswith the hammer in-
stead of thenail!

If youfed that you have one particularly powerful illustration,
shareit near the end of your message. It can be used like the
“knockout punch” that aboxer usesto win thefight. Useitto
help make astrong climax to the end of your message, so that
the peoplewill bemotivated to make adecision and respond at
theclose of the sermon.

Findly, do not makeyour illustrationstoo e aborate. Inthiscase
they can taketoo much timeaway from therest of the sermon,
and can sidetrack the people’ s attention. Leave room for the
peopleto do someof their ownimagining. Our Lord often made
hisstoriesvery short so that Hislisteners could think them out
and gaintheir owntruthsand wisdom.

Summary of lllustrations

» [lludtrationscapturethe attention of people.

e [llustrationsshould besmpleandrelevant tolife-they should
show them how to live and be bl essed.

* [llustrationsand object lessons hel p people remember your
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lesson.

» TheBibleisfilled withillustrationsfrom the prophetsand
Chrigt Himsdlf.

*  Something seenisoften remembered more than something
heard.

*  Weshoulddraw most of our illustrationsfrom the Bible.

* Natureand sciencearefilled with useful lessons.

» Higtory and athletic events make good teaching tools.

*  Current newscan makeuseful illustrations.

» Personal experiences of victories of faith and answered
prayer arevery helpful.

* Fictional writing and storiesare sourcesfor goodillustra-
tions.

* Makesureyour illustrationisrelevant to your messageor it
will digtract fromthemaintheme.

» Saveyour bestillustration for the end of your message so
the peoplewill bemotivated to respond.

» Donot betoo eaborateinyour illustrations.

* Leaveroomfor the peopleto dotheir ownimagining.
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Chapter 9
WHILE YOU ARE PREACHING
EXALT CHRIST

The most important thing you must seek to do whileyou are
preachingisto exalt Christ and |ead the people closer to Him.
The need of every Christian isto get closer to God. | can
remember standing behind apul pit that had ascripture printed
insideit for the preacher to continually see. It wastherequest
of the Greeksin John 12:21, whereit says, “ Sir, we would
seeJesus.” Whenwe preachit should alwaysbein our mind
and heart, that our mission isto bring the people closer to
Christ—the believersaswell asthe unbelievers!

We should endeavor to show our listeners how Christ isthe
answer to their every need. He can save, deliver, heal, and
sanctify. Preach that all weneedisfoundin Christ (Col. 2:10;
Heb. 13:8). Show how Christ should be our guide and ex-
ample (Prov. 3:6, Ps. 16:8). When you preach about a diffi-
culty, show how Christ faced the same situation yet over-
cameit (Heb. 4:15; Rev. 3:21). Indtill into themindsand hearts
of the congregation that when they face adecision they should
ask, “Lord, what would You do?’

From whatever scripturesyou preach, show how the Bible con-
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tinually pointsto Christ. In John 5:39 our Lord said to thereli-
gious peopleof Hisday, “You search the scriptures, for inthem
you think you have eternd life; and these arethey which testify
of Me.” Wedo not want to producerdligious scribes and Phari-
seesthrough our preaching, but spiritua Christians. The scribes
and Phariseesknew the Bible, but did not discern Christinthe
Bible. Help your peopleto always see Christ in the scriptures.

Be careful not to exalt people when you preach (Mt. 23:6-12).
Do not praise peoplein the congregation to seek to gain their
favor. Don’t mention the names of important people you know,
to show that you areimportant! Make surethat your clothes,
jewelry, and appearancearenot “flashy” or overly expensiveto
gain people sadmiration. “ For we do not preach ourselves, but
Christ Jesus the Lord...” That is our admonition from 2
Corinthians4:5. Present Christ to the peopl e, not yourself!

BESENSITIVETO THE ANOINTING OF
THEHOLY SPIRIT

Whilewe seek to exalt Christ, wemust also seek to bring and
maintain theanointing. The power of theHoly Spiritiswhat will
minister remedy to the people aswe preach. Asour Lord Jesus
sadinJohn 6:63, “Itisthe Spirit who giveslife; theflesh profits
nothing. Thewordsthat | speak to you are spirit, and they are
life.” Unless we preach the Word of God by the power and
leading of theHoly Spirit therewill be nothing eternal accom-
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plishedinthelivesof our listeners. All our human abilitiesand
talents can do nothing to meet the real needs of the people. A
talented speaker who islike an actor, philosopher, or psy-
chologist can sometimesfill achurch. Yet theimportant ques-
tionremains: isthe eternal Church of Jesus Christ being built
up by the preaching of the Word of God in the power of the
Spirit? All the accomplishments of thefleshwill only belike
the grassthat soon fades away, Is. 40:6-8. That which will
accomplish an eternal work must be done “Not by might nor
by power, but by My Spirit,” Zech. 4:6.

The Apostle Paul reminded the Corinthian believershow he
had been able to quickly start such alarge church among
them. In First Corinthians 2:1-5 he said about his preaching,
“And I, brethren, when | came to you, did not come with
excellence of speech or of wisdom declaring to you the testi-
mony of God. For | determined not to know anything among
you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. | waswithyouin
weakness, in fear, and in much trembling. And my speech
and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, that
your faith should not bein thewisdom of men but in the power
of God.”

Thisisthekind of anointed preaching that we also need to
have. We want to be able to say of our converts what Paul
said of hisin Second Corinthians 3:3-6: “You are our epistle
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writteninour hearts, known and read by adl men; clearly youare
anepistleof Christ, ministered by us, written not withink but by
the Spirit of theliving God, not on tabletsof stonebut on tablets
of flesh, that is, of the heart. And we have such trust through
Christ toward God. Not that we are sufficient of ourselvesto
think of anything asbeing from oursalves, but our sufficiency is
from God, who a so made us sufficient asministersof the new
covenant, not of theletter but of the Spirit; for theletter kills, but
the Spirit giveslife.” Paul knew how important it wasfor the
work of theHoly Spirit to be accomplished through hispreach-
ing. May we a so experience the same anointing and resultsthat
Paul had when he preached!

Alongwithlearning how to obtain theanointing, wemust dso be
sensitiveto theleading of the Holy Spirit. Weneed to look for
theHoly Spirit to be our guide both when we are preparing our
message, and whileweare preachingit. In John 16:13-14 our
Lordtaught, “...When He, the Spirit of truth, hascome, Hewill
guideyouintodl truth; for Hewill not speak on Hisown author-
ity, but whatever He hearsHewill speak; and Hewill tell you
thingsto come. Hewill glorify Me, for Hewill take of what is
Mineand declareittoyou.” Asweallow theHoly Spirittolead
usinthethingsweproclam, wearedlowingHimto performHis
wonderful minigtry inthelivesof our listeners.

Another key that apreacher must learnisto stop preaching when
the anointing has stopped. We must heed the warning of the
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Apostle Paul in Galatians 3:3, “ Areyou so foolish? Having be-
guninthe Spirit, areyou now being made perfect by theflesh?’
We need to be prayed up and have the anointing when we step
up to the pul pit to begin our message. Then weneed to beled of
the Spirit aswe preach. Finally, we must keep the anointing as
we continueto speak. A message can sometimes start off with
ananointing, but if the preacher isgoing off the subject, hemay
loseit!

If youfed that theanointing of theHoly Spiritislifting fromyou
asyou are speaking, you must quickly seek for wisdom asto
what you should do. One possibility isthat you have begunto
speak about something that the Holy Spirit does not want to
speak about, so that He has been quenched or grieved and is
departing. If you fed that isthe situation, stop talking about the
thingsthat are causing the Holy Spirit to depart.

Evenif you think your topicisinteresting, or humorous, or ap-
pealing to the people, itisonly what the Holy Spirit thinks of
the message that isimportant! Perhapsyou should return to
the theme you had been speaking about earlier in the mes-
sage when you sensed the anointing. Otherwise, you should
quickly moveonto the next point of your messageif you feel
that the Lord hasamessageinit that He still wantsto speak
to the people.

Another possibility isthat the anointing islifting becausethe
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Lord hasalready spoken everything that Hewantedto say in
the message. Perhapsit hasbecometimefor the peopleto re-
spond to the message with atime of prayer.

If you continueto speak your own wordswithout theanointing
and wisdom of the Spirit, you may dilute or even contaminate
the message God has aready spoken. Proverbs30:5-6tellsus,
“Every word of God ispure... Do not add to Hiswords, lest
Herebukeyou, and you befound aliar.”

Because apreacher can be achannel of spiritual impartation
while he speaks, it is also very important for you to keep
pure attitudesin your heart. Bitterness, unbelief, and impuri-
tiesin your heart can beimparted while you are preaching.
Thesethings can spiritually defileyour listeners (Heb. 12:15).

| onceknew apreacher who was secretly practicingimmorality.
That spirit of adultery wasin hisheart and in histhoughtsashe
would preach week after week. Asaresult, an evil anointing
becameimparted to many inthe church andthey dsofdl intothe
samesin. If you are going through astruggle against sin, make
surethat you areinthevictory beforeyou step into the pulpit to
preach. Make sureyou are covered by the blood of Christ and
are seeking righteousness, or elseyou may multiply avery griev-
ousmixturethroughout the congregation.

Consider aso the twelve spies that Moses had sent out. Be-
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causeten of them returned to speak words of unbelief, it poi-
soned the entire congregation and they al missed God'sbest for
their lives (see Numbers 13:32 - 14:4). This still happensto
churchestoday and causesthem to missgoing onwith Godinto
thefull plan and calling that the Lord had for them. They spend
yearsgoing aroundincircles, just asthelsragliteswandered and
diedinthewilderness. However, if you impart faith and righ-
teousness as you preach week by week, you will be used by
God to help raise up Hisvictorious, glorious Church through
your ministry. The preacher who learnsto speak with the power
and inthe purity of the Holy Spirit will gainagreat eternal re-
ward for hislabor!

BESENSITIVETO THE PEOPLE

Whileyou are seeking to be sensitiveto the Holy Spirit, you
must al so be sensitive to the peopleto whom you are speaking.
Asyou receiveamessagefrom the heart and mind of God, you
must be able to share and impart that message into the hearts
and minds of the people. If you are not sensitive to either of
these sides (the Lord and your listeners) then you will not bea
clear channel through which God can reach the people. Inthat
caseyou will either not receive much fromtheLord to give, or
youwill havealot from the L ord, but be unableto communicate
ittoyour listeners!

Whenyou arepreachingitisimportant for you to consider what
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type of audience you will speak to. Be sensitive to speak to
them according to their educationa, cultural, and spiritual back-
ground. Areyou speaking to children or adults? Will they be
uneducated people, or professionas? You will speak differently
to the peopl e depending on whether they are Christiansor un-
believers, or whether they are young convertsor pastors. The
ApostlePaul saidinFirgt Corinthians9:19-22 that whenhemin-
istered, hewas careful to relate to the people according to their
cultureand ability. Inthelast verse of that passage he concluded
by saying, “...totheweak | becameaswesak, that | might winthe
weak. | have becomeall thingsto all men, that | might by all
meanssave some.”

Whileyou are endeavoring to speak onthelevel of the people,
you must also be careful to hold their attention. A good mes-
sagewill have noresultsif the congregationisnolonger lis-
tening toit! Keeping the concentration of thelistenerscan be
especially difficult if you are speaking outdoors where the
audience can easily wander away. The message must stay
interesting to the peoplein order to hold their attention.

Many yearsagowhen | wasin Bible school, | heard somewise
counsel from my own homileticsteacher. Hesaid that if you can
learn to hold the attention of the 12 and 13 year oldswhen you
speak, you will be ableto hold the attention of just about any
kind of person. Then he gave some counsel for anyone who
knows heis called to preach, but has not yet been given an
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opportunity to begin to preach in achurch. He suggested that
they goto their pastor and offer to teach a Sunday school class
tothosewho areabout 12 to 13 yearsold. Thisministry will be
good practicethat will hel p the beginning preacher tolearn how
to communicatewith and hold the attention of hislisteners. If this
should beyour situation, | would also passthisadviceaong to
you. If you are only beginning to learn how to preach, do not
wait for someoneto giveyou their church pulpit. Get dl theprac-
ticeyou can by learning how to hold the attention of aSunday
school class. This could greatly help you to become a good
Speaker.

Another way that we havetolearnto be sengitiveto the people,
Isto be sure not to speak beyond their attention span. Young
childrenwill not sit and listen beyond 5to 10 minutes, whilea
trained adult congregation may listen for one hour. Some con-
gregationsare used to only having a30 minute sermon (or less),
and if you comein and speak to them for an hour, they might
stop listening to you after their normal 30 minutes.

Itisgood for youtotrain your own Bible study studentsor your
own church membersto be attentive to agood, full message.
Slowly stretch their ability to concentrate on the Word of God
until they canlistento full sermonsthat will help themto grow
strongintheLord. Yet if you try to stretch thelength of your
messagesfar beyond the ability of the peopleto absorb them,
you can suffer anegative reaction. The peoplemight not want to
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hear you preach again. They might dread goingtotheserviceat
which you are scheduled to speak! How much better it isthat
you stop speaking whilethe people arestill interested in what
you aresaying. Thenthey will beinterested inreturning to hear
you preach again.

WAYSTO USE YOUR VOICE

Thevoicethat God gaveyouisan indispensabletool for the
preacher. Learnto useyour voicewell and protect your vocal
cords. Youwant themto serveyou well through along and fruit-
ful career of speaking.

When you speak, make sure you can be clearly understood
by all the people. If not, perhaps you need to be louder. This
can be done by speaking louder, or if you have amicrophone
you can get closer to the microphone or turn up theamplifier.
Yet sometimesyou do not need to be louder—the problemis
that you need to be careful to speak more clearly. Pronounce
your words better, and do not speak too quickly!

Make sureyour voiceisnot too loud. People can haveahard
timelistening to amessageif it seemsthat you are“yelling” at
themall thetime. Make surethe amplifier isnot distorting, or
sounding harsh or shrill. A good amplifier will makeyour voice
sound just the same asyour normal speech, only louder.
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Do not speak monotone and drone on and on with the same
boring pitch. Make your voice sound interesting! Use variety
inyour speech to reinforce the content of your message. You
can slow down and speed up, speak softer and louder, and
use higher and lower pitch.

Do not speak too fast. Some preachers can sound likeama-
chine gun when they speak, but the people have no timeto
consider the message properly because the speaker has
moved on too quickly to another thought. Pauses and re-
peating your words can add impact to what you say.

Avoid useless phrasesand repetitions. Be careful not to dways
be saying “you know?’ or “aaaah” or “right?’ at theend of ev-
ery thought. Thiscanbevery irritating and distracting. Oncewhen
one of my daughterswas young, she listened to the message
only to count how many timesthe preacher said“amen!” Itis
easy for apersonto get into abad habit of repeatedly sayingthe
same phrase again and again. Someone who is nervous about
speakinginfront of peoplewill bevery pronetodothis.

Yet once someone pointsit out to you, or once you notice it
yoursdf, youmust disciplineyoursalf and removethisbad habit
fromyour speaking. Ask aclosereativeor friendtoremindyou
every timeyou repeat your distracting phrasein normal conver-
sation. After afew daysor weeksof working at it, you will be
gaining an awareness of your bad speech habit, and will beginto
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deleteit from your daily speech.

Bevery careful not to ruinyour voice. A preacher must protect
hisvoice, becauseit can becomedamaged and unusable. Shouting
or using a hoarse voice can hurt your vocal cords. Using an
amplifier can saveyour voice. If you are preaching outdoors,
having awall behind you can echo your voiceand makeit louder.

Preaching downwind when you are outdoorsa so helpsto carry
your voicefarther. Haveaglassof water availablewhileyou are
speaking. Menthol cough drops can be helpful, but do not use
very strong cough dropsor medi cation that can numb your throat
toal pain. You can permanently damageyour voiceif you use
strong medication to stop all pain so that you can continueto
preach whileyour vocal cords are damaged.

USING YOUR BODY PROPERLY

Thewaysthat you use your body while you speak can either
greatly help or hinder the ddlivery of your message. Learntouse
your gesturesor body actionseffectively. If your actionscorre-
spond to the message, they can confirm and illustrate what you
aresaying. Nevertheless, if you excessively repeat thesameac-
tionitwill loseitseffectiveness. Inal that you do, remaindigni-
fied. Remember that you are standing up to preach asan am-
bassador for Christ, and an ambassador should carry himself as
aworthy representative of the authority delegated to him.
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Do not distract the people away from your message by hav-
ing unusual or overly repeated mannerisms. It can beirritat-
ing tolook at a speaker who isalways scratching hisnose, or
fixing hishair, or swaying back and forth. Avoid meaningless
motion. Let everything you do reinforce the message that you
are speaking. The best kind of delivery iswhen your listeners
do not noticeit!

K eep good eye contact with the people. You should develop
thisability until you can spend 85 to 90 percent of your speaking
timelooking at the congregation. Do not alwaysbe staring at
your sermon notes. If you are nervous, look alittle abovethe
heads of the peoplein the back. Thenthe peoplewill feel asif
you arelooking at them, whileyou do not need to look directly
at any of them.

Remember, you are God's ambassador to them—Dbefriendly,
and relate to them through keeping eye contact. However, be
careful to not continueto stare at anyone, or have afew people
that you areawayslooking at. Using different facia expressons
can also help communicate your message. Do not look likea
statue, but on the other hand, do not ook likeaclown!

Hand movements can add impact if they are not excessively
repeated (Acts 21:40). If you are offering something from
God asyou are speaking, you can stretch out your hands as
if you are seeking to giveit to them. If you are saying some-
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thing very solemn, you could lift up one hand asif taking a
vow (Dan. 12:7). If you are sharing athought that isto have
impact, you might strike your handstogether or slap the pul-
pit. However, be very careful not to repeat the same action
too often. Do not move your arms and hands around too
much, asthiswill become distracting. If you do not know
what to do with your hands, let them hold the pul pit and be
dill.

Inall of your actions, learn to express the message in your
own creativeway. Learn from other people, but do not blindly
copy or imitate someone. You will develop your own per-
sonal styleasyou mature. Thiswill be more effectivein ex-
pressing the ministry that God isgiving to you than if you
merely try to copy the style and ministry of someoneelse.

YOUR PREACHING SKILLSWILL DEVELOP
THROUGH PRACTICE

All of theseinstructions may seemimpossiblefor abeginning
preacher to remember and practice. Start by learning how to
control thefollowing threebasics. speak clearly, avoid distract-
ing actions, and establish eye contact with your listeners.

Asyou preach more, your skillswill develop. Youwill beginto
feel more comfortableand controlled while speaking infront of
people. Thevariousinstructionsgivenin thischapter will be-
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comeeaser and easier for you to usetogether, until you canfed
likeaskilled conductor who iscomfortably directingalargeor-
chestra.

ENDYOUR MESSAGE POSITIVELY

A good general ruleto follow isto end your messages posi-
tively. Preaching the gospel literally meansto preach the* good
news!” Wewant to build faith and hopein the peopl€’'s hearts,
not discouragement and condemnation. A prophecy about the
ministry of our Lord Jesusin Isaiah 42:3 says, “ A bruised reed
Hewill not break, and smoking flax Hewill not quench...” This
speaksof Histenderness and patience, and thefact that He will
not destroy someonewho isweak and failing.

Inasimilar way we need to seek to be ableto |ead the people
through their difficultiesand failluresinto thevictory of Christ.
Encourage the peoplethat God can bring them through! Tell
them that the blood of Jesus cleansesfrom all sin. Assureyour
listenersthat Hewho began agood work inthem will complete
it asthey continueto look to Him.

There are afew preachers who usually end their messages
with harshness, warnings, and condemnation. Thereis a
“glory” to preaching an unbalanced message of Old Testa-
ment legalism and condemnation. Your message can appear
to be powerful and important. However, in Second Corinthians
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3:6-11 we aretold that thiskind of preaching has afading
glory that isnot to be compared to the glory of preaching the
New Covenant. Yes, we need to proclaim holinessand re-
buke sin, but the purpose of thelaw istolead usto Christ (G4l
3:24).

There are timeswhen we should preach holiness, exposesin,
and ask for repentance. Perhapsan occas onal messagewill end
with aseriousair of warning. Yet go ontolead the peopleinto
theforgiveness, cleansing, and righteousnessof Christ. Thepur-
pose of our ministry isto lead the peopleinto the “ promised
land” of God'skingdom of righteousness, peaceand joy.

So do not lead the people halfway, and finish your preaching
still in the Old Covenant message of condemnationfor sin. If
you |leave the peopl e there they may becomelikethelsrael-
iteswho died in thewilderness, halfway to the promised land!
(Heb. 8:7-12).
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Chapter 10
THE CONCLUSION

Theending or conclusion of your messageisthe most impor-
tant part. Thisisthe part of the message that is to trium-
phantly finishthework. Itislikethe orchestraclimaxing with
amovingfinae, or thefisherman finally grabbing thefish, or
likethe arrow striking deep into theintended target.

SIGNAL THE ENDING OF THE SERM ON

When you havefinished presenting the truthsand arguments of
themain body of your message, you shouldinsomeway givea
signd to the peoplethat you arebeginning to concludeyour mes-
sage. You could say something such as®Inconclusion...” or, “In
closing...” or, “To summarizethismorning'smessage...” Anac-
tionmay tell the samething to the peopl e, such asclosing your
Bible, or looking at your watch, or perhaps motioning themusi-
ciansto return to their instruments. Then keep your conclusion
short.

Donot say “Inclosing...” two or threetimes, or spend 15 min-
uteson your conclusion. The peoplewill grow weary and rest-
less. They may also begin to doubt thetrustworthiness of what
you arepeaking, if you say that you are concluding but then you
donot doit! A conclusion should usualy take 10 percent or less
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of thetotal time of your message.

By letting the people know that you are preparing to end
your message, it will do several things. First, some of the
peoplewill be encouraged to know that they will not haveto
keep sitting for much longer! Moreimportantly, the people
will know that they have heard you finish your logic andideas,
and that now they must decideif they will agree with and act
upon what you have spoken. Excitement and anticipation will
arise because thetime of decision and commitment hascome.

Did the preacher have a message from God for them? Will
they decide to become doers of the Word, and not just be
hearers? What will they be asked to do to respond to the
message? Will it be hard to do? Sometimesthereisaprice
we haveto pay, even asit isstated in Proverbs 23:23: “Buy
thetruth and sell it not.”

SUMMARIZE THE MESSAGE

State clearly and quickly the main content of the message.
Do not repeat every ideathat has been spoken, but reinforce
the central ideayou have been presenting. Like an arrow-
head, make it sharp. Be careful not to introduce any new
ideas at the end of your message. Thiswould distract from
the message you have been building up all along.
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APPLY THEMESSAGE TO EACH
PERSON’'SHEART

The message we preach may start in the hearer’smind, but it
should endintheir heart. The conclusion of the sermon should
belikethearrowhead that hitsitstarget, asit penetratesinto the
heart of the listeners. Ask God to give you His heart on the
subject that you have preached about, that you may inturnim-
part it into the heartsof your listeners. You might plead, exhort,
warn, comfort, or encourage the people. The effectiveness of
themessage hinges upon whether you can earnestly convey the
truthinaway that the person will be persuaded to believeand
followit.

Anappropriatestory or illustration that isemotionally moving
may touch the peopl€e shearts. A personal testimony of how the
message worked inyour lifeor family can also havegreat im-
pact. However, be careful to not overdo it and repeat the same
ideaor wordsin your ending remarks. Repeating yourself too
much in the conclusion can diss pate the message. Make sure
that what you shareisadding impact and reinforcement to your

message.

LEAD THE PEOPLE TO A DECISION
AND RESPONSE

Whenwe preach, wewant to haveresults. Thereare soulswho
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need to be saved, and Christians who need to grow! People
may cometo the service who are experiencing many types of
trids, bondagesand sin. It isour duty to help them through the
preaching of the Word of God.

Yet for usto help them, they must make new decisonsand have
their lives changed by the grace and power of God. Withwis-
domfrom God, we can direct them to make those needed com-
mitmentsand receivethegrace of God to fulfill them.

The first thing the people must do after they have been per-
suaded by the truth, isthat they must determine to obey the
truth. AsJames 1:22 tells us, “ But be doers of the Word, and
not hearersonly, deceiving yourselves.” We should encourage
our listenersto make a practical responseto the message.

Thiscan seal thework of God intheir livesthat our preaching
beganinther hearts. Joshuasought to do thisin the conclusion
of hislast sermon, when he spoke those famouswords at the
climax of hismessage, “...Choose you thisday whom you will
serve... But asfor meand my house, wewill servetheLord.”
(Josh. 24:15).

When the people are ready to respond, you need to have an
gopropriateaction youwill suggest tothemthat will confirmtheir
new commitment. Thefollowing are someexamples:
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* Invitethe peopletoraisetheir hand, stand up, or cometo
thealtar (Ex. 32:26).

e Haveatimeof prayer. You can pray, but also encourage
each person to pray for themselves. Sometimesyou can
lead them in repeating aprayer after you.

e Haveatimeof worship. Sing asong that isappropriate to
thetheme of the sermon, perhapsasong of consecration.

* Invitepeopleto confesstheir sin and ask forgiveness, per-
hapsto anindividua or to the church.

*  Conduct acommunion service.

» Havethe people perform asymbolic act asatestimony of
their new commitment. They could Signacovenant, aswas
donein Nehemiah 9:38. Other scriptural possbilitiesareto
have a“ Jericho” march, shout avictory shout, or blow a
trumpet (Josh. 6:15-16). Some modern ideas of symbolic
actscan also beeffective, such asburning apiece of paper,
stamping your foot, or doing some other appropriate action.

* You can sometimestakeup an offering if aspecia need was
presented. However, in this case it is best if you as the
preacher bethefirst to givegeneroudy, asan exampletothe
flock!

* Invitethe people to meet you somewhere to do some-
thing. It could be to go to a prayer meeting or be in-
volved in apractical ministry to help someone.

« Some of the people could give atestimony about their new
dedication. The public declaration can seal acommitment
they havemadeinther heart.
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* Invitethe peopleto speak to acounselor, and perhapshave
the counselorsready in asideroom wherethe peopleareto

go.
* Invitethe peopleto make an appointment to seethe pastor.

LET THEHOLY SPIRIT MOVEAFTER
THE MESSAGE ISOVER

TheHoly Spirit must work with the message that was spoken,;
to confirm, convict, impart, or sea themessageintheheartsand
livesof the people. Do not be quick to movethe serviceonto
another activity or todismissdl if theHoly Spirit desiresto still
move. Perhapsthe giftsof the Spirit will beginto operateinthe
serviceif you continueto wait upon the Lord. Givethe Holy
Spirit theopportunity to continuethework begun by the preaching
of theWord. Prayer, praise, and prophecy arethreethingsthat
we can have at the end of amessage that can help allow room
for theHoly Spirit to continueto move.

IFYOUARENOT THELEADER OF THE SERVICE

If you are not the leader of the service where you are the
invited speaker, then you must also be submissiveto thelead-
ership of theserviceaswell astothe Holy Spirit. Theleader-
ship may want to take control of the service at the end of the
message. | n that case you will not be ableto lead the people
into responding to the message. If this happens, just release
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the leadership of the serviceback into their hands. If youfeel
that the L ord wantsto do something further, perhapsyou can
privately whisper that to theleader who comesto take your
place at the pul pit. Sometimesthey may follow your sugges-
tion, or may offer to let you continue to lead the servicein
that direction. At other timesthey may feel they have God's
wisdom to go in another direction.

Occasionally the person who directsthe service after you
preach may entirely misstheleading of God. You may feel
that the message could have had agreater impact if the end-
ing was handled better. Yet if that isnot your responsibility,
then commit the situation to the Lord and quietly restin Him.
As long as you have fulfilled your responsibility as the
preacher, youwill have God’s approval and blessing.

Often you will havethefull trust of the leadership and they
will giveyou theliberty to do whatever you feel led to do at
theend of your preaching. In thissituation, seek to be obedi-
ent to what the Lord may show you to do. Allow the mes-
sage to become sealed in the hearts of your listeners asthe
Spirit of God movesin the direction of Hischoosing.

Learnto let the Lord use you, and your ministry will gain
effectiveness. You will bebuilding eternd resultsinto thelives
of your listenersasyou a so are gaining eterna rewardsfrom
theresultsof your ministry.
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IN CLOSING

Itisamost wonderful privilegeto becalled of God to declare
Hisword. Yet aswe prepare to becomean ambassador of Chrigt,
wewill often sense our own inadequacy. Like M oses, we may
say totheL ord, “send someonedsa!” However, Firgt Corinthians
1:27-28tellsus, “... God haschosen thefoolish things of the
world to put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak
thingsof theworldto put to shamethethingswhich aremighty;
and the base things of the world and the thingswhich arede-
spised God has chosen, and thethingswhich arenot, to bring to
nothing thethingsthat are...”

If you are ever discouraged about becoming askilled preacher,
then you qualify for the most necessary ingredient of al - the
graceof God that can causeyouto fulfill the call of God upon
your life! The Lord has chosento reveal thetreasuresof His
word through weak and ordinary vesselsof clay so that theex-
cellency of the power may be seen and known to be of God and
not of us. All that the Master Potter requires of usisthat we
allow Himto change us and teach us. Availability, not ability,
remainsthe most important factor in preparing apreacher.

Through the ages of time God still asks, “Whom shall | send,
andwhowill gofor Us?’” Thequestiontoday is, will you con-
tinueto offer yoursa f?Will you continueto pray, study, prepare,
and learn to preach?You have compl eted reading thisbook, but



Homiletics 133

itisdesigned to only beadoor that will open to you the begin-
ningsof what you must grow into and become. Continueto give
your lifewholeheartedly to the L ord, and refer back to theteach-
ingsinthisbook againand again. May theLord continuetoraise
you up to becomeapart of thegreat company of preachersthat
will preach Hisword throughout the world before the Second
Comingof Chrigt!

“1 chargeyou therefore before God and the L ord Jesus Chrit,
whowill judgetheliving and the dead at Hisappearing and His
kingdom: Preach theword! Beready in season and out of sea-
son. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with al longsuffering and teach-
ing.”

- 2 Timothy 4:1-2
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APPENDI X

Thefollowing sermon outlines are examplesto hel p show you
how you can d so prepareyour own outlines. Theillustrations|
would use when these messages are preached have not been
included.

1. Thefirstisadiamond outline:
“ThreeKeysto Gainthe Anointing”

2. Thesecond isaladder outline (with acontrast included):
“The Counterfeit Way, Truth, andtheLife’

3. Thethirdisacontast outline;
“The Spiritud and the Carnal Christian”

4. Thefourthisan expository outline:
“Solomon’sLast Sermon”

5. Thefifth outlineisan analogy outline:
“TheRiver fromthe Temple’

6. Thesixth outline - wewant you to determinewhich oneit sl
“The Star and the Scepter.”



136 Homiletics

Sermon 1 - The Diamond Outline

THREE KEYS TO GAIN THE ANOINTING
2 Kings 2:9

INTRODUCTION: Themighty anointing of theHoly Spiritis
needed to accomplish the works of God (Lk. 4:14-19, Acts
1:8). Thereare several important keysto help usenter into the
redity of havingtheanointing.

KEY #1- RELATIONSHIP: TheHoly Spirit can cometo us
fromtwo directions: vertically - from heaven (by our relation-
shipwith God), or horizontally - from anointed servants of God
(by our relationshipwith them).

A.From Our Personal Relationship With God. Many times
the Lord poursout His Spirit upon usdirectly from heaven as
weare seeking Him and waiting upon Him.

1. Thedisciplesof Christ had beenwaitingontheLordfor 10
daysbeforethe L ord baptized them with the Holy Spirit,
Lk.24:49, Acts2:1-4.

2. Joshuawaited upon the Lord, to increase hisrelation-
ship with the Lord. Thishelped him gain the anointing
that prepared him to become the next leader, Ex. 33:11,
Num. 27:18-20.
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3. Weneedtolearn how to wait on the Lord and enter into
the moving of the Spirit, Is. 40:31.

B. From Our Relationship With Anointed Servants of
God: Many times the Lord will seek to bring us close to
anointed servants of God, that they may train usand impart
to usan anointing.

1. Mosesand Joshua- Mosesimparted afurther anointing to
Joshua, that prepared Joshuato carry onthework of Moses
asthenext leader of Israel, Num. 27:18, Deut. 34:9.

2. Paul hadimparted aspiritua gift to hisspiritua son, Timothy,
2Tim. 1:6.

3. Elijahgavehismantle (theanointing of aprophet) to hisser-
vant and spiritual son, Elisha, 1 Kgs. 19:16, 19-21; 2 Kgs.
3:11-12.

KEY #2- OBEDIENCE: God givesthe Holy Spirit to all
thosewho obey Him, Acts5:32.

A. Saul. TheLord gaveunto Saul an anointingto equip himto
be the king, 1 Sam. 10:1, 5-6. Yet when he disobeyed God,
God judged him by sending an evil spirit to anoint him, 1 Sam.
16:14, 15:23.
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B. Jesus. Jesusobeyed the Father and wasfilled with the Holy
Spirit when Hewaswater baptized, Lk. 3:21-22. When Jesus
obeyedinafurther way (fasting for 40 daysin thewilderness),
Hethenrecelved afurther work of theanointing, and wasgiven
the power of theHoly Spirit, Lk. 4:14.

C. Elijah. Elijah had aservant whofollowed him during thetime
of revival (1 Kgs. 18:43) but did not follow himinthedifficult
times (1 Kgs. 19:3); thus, hedid not receive an anointing from
Elijah. Elijah had many spiritua sons(known as*the sonsof the
prophets’) whom hetrained for ministry, but they did not fully
follow him (2 Kgs. 2:3-7) sothey only received part of hispro-
phetic anointing. Elisha, fully faithful tofollow Elijah (2K gs.
2:2,4,6), received thefull mantleof Elijah and becamethenext
national prophet, (2Kgs. 2:9-15). We must befaithful to God
and to Hisanointed servants!

KEY #3: TIMING: TheLord hasprogressiveanointingsHe
wantsto give us, aswe become prepared and asit becomesthe
timewhenwewill need thenew anointing.

A. David received threeanointingsin hislife. Each anointing
gavehimwhat he needed at each stage of hislifetofulfill thewill
of God, 1 Sam. 16:13, 2 Sam. 2:4, 2 Sam. 5:4.

B. Elishawastouched by themantle of Elijahin 1 Kgs. 19:19-
21. At thistimetheHoly Spirit beganto moveinhislife. Yet it
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wasyearsbefore Elisharece ved theasecond touch of themantle
of Elijah, and became anointed to be the next nationa prophet
of Israel, 2Kgs. 2:9; 14-15.

C. Job received adoubl e portion of the blessings of God and
theanointing after hesaw himsdlf in God'slight and experienced
new cleansinginhistrial, Job 42.

CONCLUSION: Weneed tolearn thesethree keys because
the Lordispreparing to pour out great anointings of the Holy
Spirit upon Hispeopleintheselast days, Joel 2:28-29. Mighty
anointingswill be givento help God's servantsto preparethe
world for the Second Coming of Christ. (Mal. 4:5, Lk. 1:17).
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Sermon 2 - The Ladder Outline

THE COUNTERFEIT
WAY, TRUTH, AND THE LIFE
Jude 1:11

INTRODUCTION: Jesusistheway, thetruth, and thelife
according to John 14:6 - but thereisacounterfeit presented to
usinJude1:11.

TheWay of Jesusvs. TheWay of Cain
The Truth of Jesusvs. The Error of Balaam
TheLifeof Jesusvs. The Destruction of Korah

|.JUDE 1:11- THE WAY OF CAIN (study Genesis4:1-16)

A. Cain was a believer: He worshipped God (v. 3), and he
talked with God (v. 6-15). He even knew God'sface (v. 14).
Christianstoday can till gotheway of Caintotheir destruction,
Prov. 14:12.

B. Cain offered awrong, natural sacrificeinv.3 of thefruit
of the ground. However, the ground was cursed, Gen. 3:17.
Caintriedto serve God hisownway, not God sway, |s. 58:8-9.

C. Cain and hisoffering werenot accepted by God, v. 5. If
wedo not servethe L ord theright way, our serviceand offerings
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will not be blessed. Our ministry will not be accepted by God
and the Church.

D. Cain becameangry and sad, v. 5. Modern“Cains’ have
thesamereactionswhen their ministriesare not accepted.

E. God corrected Cain, but Cainregectedit,v.6-7.1f Cain
had been meek and teachable he would have been ableto go
God'sway. But heangrily went hisownway - theway of Cain!
Arewemeek, or do we become angry and depressed when we
areadmonished by God or our church leaders?

F. Cain killed hisbrother because of anger (v. 8) and jeal-
ousy (I In. 3:12). Peoplein the church can grow jedlous, bitter,
or angry at other Christians - but it is evidence that they are
going theway of Cain!

G. Cain left the presence of God to becomeawanderer, v.
16. Peoplewho go their own independent way and allow wrong
attitudesto grow intheir heartswill leave the presence of God,
and will then leavetheir Church! They may become* church-
hoppers’ who wander about looking for aplacewherethey and
their ministry will be accepted and honored!

* Areyou considering leaving your church because of abad at-
titude or smilar responses?Itistheway of Cain, andit leadsto
the deception of Balaam.
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II.JUDE 1:11 - THE ERROR OF BALAAM (from Num-
bers 22 - 25). Error can look like truth! What was Balaam's
error? Balaam decalved himsdf. Hethought hewas obeying God
when hewasdoingjust the opposite! Baaamwasfollowing his
own greed and quest for man'shonor, not thewill of God. When
aman rejects God'sreproofsas Cain, it will lead to the decep-
tion of Balaam and hewill think heisright.

A. Thecommand not to go. Num. 22:9-14 - God told Balaam
not to go.

B. Balaam asksagain, God isangry. Num. 22:15-22 Balaam
asked again, God let him go but wasangry with him. (God may
permit usto disobey Himif we keep asking for permission!)

C. Balaam isfuriouswith anything that hindershim. In
Numbers 22:23-29, the donkey kept disobeying Balaam so he
wanted tokill him.

D. God isabout to destr oy Balaam. Num. 22:31-33 Balaam
kept disobeying God, so God wanted to kill Balaam!

E. No truerepentance. Num. 22:34 - Balaam did not truly
repent! Hereasoned, “1f youwant | will turnback,” but Baaam
wasstill greedy to go!

F. God let him go anyway. Num. 22:35 - God permitted
Baaam to continue. God spoketo him and led himaccording to
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thesinof hisheart, Ps. 125:5. Sinleadsto deception, |1 Thess.
2:11-12.

G. Hisdeath. Num. 31:7-8 - Balaam waskilled by the sword
of God'sjudgment, just astheangel had warned.

BALAAM DECEIVED HIMSELF- Areweallowingany dis-
obediencein our lifeto deceive us?We could end up thinking
Godisleading and supporting our evil direction.

[11.JUDE 1:11 - THE DEATH OF KORAH (from Num-
bers 16)

Korahdiedwhenherebelledagainst  Moses and Aaron.
What K orah thought wouldimprovetheir livesand bring happi-
nessled to death instead!

A. Insurrection. Num. 16:1-3 - Korah and 250 leaders re-
belled: Their cry wasfor awarped sense of equal rights, democ-
racy, and people power!

B. Sympathizers. Num. 16:19 - Korah got thewhole congre-
gation to oppose Moses and Aaron. Men who oppose God's
leadersaways solicit the support of the people.

C.Korah and all supportersjudged. Num. 16:28-32 - These
al diedintherebelion of Korah. Rebellion, church splits, and
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criticizing God'sleaderswill awayslead to thejudgment of
God! (Either spiritual or natural death.)

CONCL USION: We can go our own independent way and
ignore correction (like Cain), become deceived (like Baaam),
and then lead an insurrection against God'sleadership (like
Korah) until wearedestroyed! INSTEAD, let usmeekly learn
to follow God’'sway (the way of holiness), be led into the
truth (which will make usfreeto obey God'swill), whichwill
lead usinto the abundant life of Jesus, John 10:10.
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Sermon 3 - The Contrast Outline

THE SPIRITUAL AND
THE CARNAL BELIEVER
Romans 8:5
(A Comparison of Abraham and L ot)

INTRODUCTION: Abraham becameaspiritua believer, his
nephew Lot wasacarnal believer. Wewill consider how this
affectedthreeareasintheir lives: their call, their walk, and their
reward.

. THE CALL

A.TheCall of Abraham - isrevededin Genesis12:1-3.
Therewere 4 consecrations required (v. 1) / and 4 blessings
offered (v. 2), Heb. 10:9a

#1 Leave your country Become a great nation
Mesopotamia, which was Naturally - Israel; spiritually -
full of idolatry and sin, the Church

Rev. 18:4

#2 Leave your kindred I will bless you

Their earthly lifestyle and A spiritual blessing to replace
blessing, Psa. 45:10 an earthly blessing.

#3 Leave your father's house | will make your name great
Leavetheir iniquities, Ex. 34:7,  After the separation, Abraham's
Mt. 10:34-35 house was made great
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#4 Go to theland | will You shall be a blessings
show you Israel to be ablessing

v.4-5 naturally - Israel, (Rom. 9:4-5); all believersto
spiritually - heaven be blessed, Gal. 3:8-9

Heb. 11:13-16

B. The Call of Lot - was never revealed to him! He was a
believer (Gen. 19:14) but Lot had no vision (Prov. 29:18) and
no mark to aimfor (Phil. 3:12-14). Abraham wasaman who
built altarsand called on God, but L ot did not make ahabit of
seekingtheLord.

II. THE WALK

A.Abraham LearnstoWalk With God:

1.

Gen. 11:31 - Abraham obeysrequirement #1 (leave your
country) but not therest.

Gen. 12:4-7 - Abraham leaveshisfathers house and goes
to theland God shows him (he obeysrequirements 3-4),
but he does not yet obey #2- he brings hiskindred, Lot.
Thisaso hindershimfrom receiving blessing#2, and there
isfamine (Gen.12:10).

Gen.12:8 - Abraham dwells between Bethel (God's
House) and Ai (aruin). Instead of correcting the prob-
lem, he backslidesto Egypt invs. 8-10, Is. 30:1-2.
Gen.13:3-4 - After trials/ suffering, Abraham returnsto
his former place of decision in Gen. 13:3-4. There he
dealswith thereal problem (#2, leave your kindred), and
he separates from Lot in Gen.13:5-12, and receives
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God'sfull blessing in Gen.13:14-17.

5. Genesis 16 records how Abraham and Sarah tried to ful-
fill God’s plan by their own reasoning and plans. Abraham
(with the call) was united with Hagar (an Egyptian, Is.
31:1). God multiplied thismixture, Gen. 16:10-12. |shmael
becamethe founder of the Arab nations (naturally) and
Islam (spiritually).We need to sow inthe Spirit toreap a
good harvest, Gal. 6:7-8.

B. Lot Walks According to the Flesh. When Lot had to
choosehiscourseinlife, hechosetowalk intheway that seemed
good inhisown sight, Gen. 13:9-13, Prov. 14:12, 2 Cor. 5:7.
Hiscarna walk led him to compromise and corruption, Prov.
13:20, Gen. 19:6-8, 19:30-38. Christianswill be conformed to
thisworld unlesswe offer ourselves compl etely to God, Rom.
12:1-2.

1. THE REWARD

When God moves, He brings both rewardsand judgment, Mal.
3:1-3; 4:1-3, Mt. 21:12-14, Amos 5:18-20.

A. Abraham Received the Promised Son, Gen. 18:1-10,
21:1-2. Naturaly this speaks of 1saac, whose children became
thenation of Isragl. Spiritualy thisspeaksof Christ comingforth
out of our lives, thegreatest reward! Col. 1:27, Rom. 8:29, | Jn.
3:2. Although Abrahamlived inatent inthebarren hills, because
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hebecameafriend of God hed soinherited the New Jerusalem
(Heb. 11:16, In. 14:2), became heir of theworld (Rom. 4:13),
and becamethefather of al believers, Rom. 4:12,16.

* Weneed Christ to bebirthed in our lives (just asthemanchild
will be birthed by thewomaninthelast days, Rev. 12) in order
to becomefathersin Christ with agreat reward.

B. Lot Was Saved But Was Judged, Gen. 19:1-16. While
Abraham had been visited by the Lord Himself and thetwo an-
gels, theLord would not visit Lot in wicked Sodom! Thetwo
angelsrescued Lot but brought judgment upon Sodom. Lot lost
hisrichesand houseand had to livein acave (Gen. 19:30). Lot
lost hisposition asan elder (hesat inthegate, Gen. 19:1). He
lost most of hisfamily —hiswife (Gen. 19:26, Lk. 17:32); his
sons-in-laws (his daughters had married unbelievers, Gen.
19:14); and their families. Even hisunmarried daughterswho
were saved had been corrupted by theimmorality of Sodom,
Gen. 19:31-32. Lot lost dmost everything he had. Hissoul was
saved, but he had very little eternal rewards because he com-
promised with theworld, Mt. 6:19-21. Hisdescendantswere
the M oabites and Ammonites, who are perpetual enemies of
|sradl.

CONCL US| ON: We need to seek God for Hiscalling for our
life, andlearntofollow it as Abraham. Thentherewill begreat
reward. However, if weliveacarnd lifelikeLot, aChrigtiancan
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be saved but his works judged by fire (1 Cor. 3:12-15) and
obtainlittleeterna reward.
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Sermon 4 - The Expository Outline

SOLOMON'S LAST SERMON
(The Book of Ecclesiastes)

INTRODUCTION: Ecclesastesmeans” ThePreacher,” from
chapter 1 verse 1. Itisasermon and personal testimony of a
famous preacher, King Solomon. Hewasthe son of David, king
inJerusalem, Ecc. 1:1. Solomonwrotethebook of Ecclesiastes
when hewas an old, backslidden man, (see 1 Kings 11:4-6).
Thetoneand spirit of the sermon was negative and sorrowful
becausethat waswhat filled hisheart.

|. THEM E: Solomon stateshissermon’sthemein chapter 1
verse2: “All isVanity.”

A. Vanity Defined - “ meaningless, empty, useless.” Solomon's
lifehadlost al purpose and meaning.

B. Vanity from an earthly point of view. What Solomon
preachedistruefor someonewhoisfar from God. But some-
onewho drawsnear to God will find that lifeisjoyful and full of
purpose. Solomon’sfather David had preached thisother side
of thetruth - thejoy and purpose of someonewho wascloseto
God, Ps. 16:11, 27:4.

1. PROOFS: Inthisbook King Solomon (by hisown ex-
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perience) testified that all thisworld can offer isonly vanity and
emptiness, apart from God. His personal testimony should be
highly respected, because he was perhapstherichest, wisest,
most famousmaninal of world history!

A.Wisdom and K nowledgeisVanity apart from God (Eccl.

1:12-18).

1. Solomonbecamewise (Eccl. 1:13-16); infact, the wisest
man on earth, (1 Kings4:29-31).

2. For aman far from God, much wisdom and knowledge
multipliesgrief and sorrow, Eccl. 1:18.

B. Pleasure, Great Works, and Riches are Vanity apart
from God (Eccl. 2). A person whoisbacksliding will turnto
natural substitutesfor spiritua things, Prov. 14:14. Solomon sub-
dituted thefollowing:

1. Eccl. 2:3-Wineinstead of being filled with the Spirit, Eph.
5:18.

2. Eccl. 2:4-9, 1 Kgs. 10:14, 23 - Earthly richesinstead of
heavenly treasures, Mt. 6:19-21. A believer can be suc-
cessful and busy whilehisreationshipwith God growsluke-
warm, Rev. 3:17-18.

3. Eccl. 2:9,1Kgs. 4:34 - Thepraiseof maninstead of the
praise of God, 1 Kgs. 11:9. - Ministry does not satisfy.
Solomonwas oneof theworld’ sgreatest religious|eaders
as a preacher, author, leader, counselor, administrator,
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songwriter, and church builder. But God never intended for
our ministry to taketheplaceof our relationship with God,
Song. 1:6, Jer. 2:13. Jesusaonecantruly satisfy thedesires
of thehuman heart, Phil. 3:7-8.

4. Eccl. 2:10a, 1 Kings 11:3 Solomon substituted human love
for theloveof God, 1 Kings11:4.

5. Eccl. 2:10- Hehad no self control and did not practicehis
preaching, Eccl. 10:1, Song. 2:15.

6. Ecdl.2:11- Thisled himtobecomespiritually empty, seeing
only vanity.

C.Manythingsarevanity in alifewithout God. (Eccl. chap-
ters3-10)

1. THE OUTCOME:

A.Even agood lifewithout God isafailure. Eccl. 11:7-8 -
Even apersonwith along, happy life (apart from God) will find
itwill endinsorrow and vanity.

B. Sow theright seedswhen young. Eccl. 11:9-10- A young
personwho enjoysaselfish, evil lifewill bejudged by God and
will find that it wasalife of vanity and emptiness.

C. You will reap in your older years. Eccl. 12:1-8 - Sore-
member your Creator whileyou are still young, beforeyou be-



Homiletics 153

comeold and your body becomesinfirm. Solomon died young
at about the age of 59. Hemay have suffered the many infirmi-
tieshe spoke about in this chapter (poor sight, bowed stature,
few teeth, impaired hearing, fear and anxiety, etc.) at an early
agebecause of hisown profligatelife, Gal. 6:7-8.

D. Hisconclusion. Eccl. 12:13-14 - Solomon’sconclusonwas
that we should each fear and obey God. Solomon died as a
repentant backdlider, who preached hislast sermontowarnus
not tofollow hisown example!

CONCLUSION: Solomon’'slast sermon teaches usthat the
“goodlife” isnot foundin all that theworld can offer, Mk. 8:36.
King Solomon had the opportunity to try to enjoy worldly plea
sureand reward far beyond what any of uscould, but hefound
that it only leadsto bitterness, emptiness, and sorrow, Prov. 14:12.
L et uslearnfrom hismistakes and suffering, and whol eheartedly
follow the Lord from our youth, Eccl. 12:1.
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Sermon 5 - The Analogy Outline

THE RIVER FROM THE TEMPLE
(Ezekiel 47:1-12)

INTRODUCTION: Ezekid saw avison of ariver coming out
of therestored temple of God. Theinterpretation whichwewill
consider isthat theriver istheHoly Spirit (dn. 7:38-39) that will
flow out of the New Testament temple of God (the Church, 1
Cor. 3:16) as God restoresthe Churchinthese Last Days.

|. THE BEGINNING OF THE RIVER, vs.1-2

A.Verse 1 - At the door, the beginning of the river was
seen: Christisthedoor, Jn. 10:9. From Christ flowstheriver of
theHoly Spirit, Rev. 22:1

B. Verse?2 - Thewater flowed under thethreshold: itisthe
lowly and humblewhowill seethewater of theHoly Spirit begin
toflow, Mt. 11:29

C.Verse2-Thewater began asatrickle. Don’t despisethe
day of small beginnings, Zech. 4:10. Gresat riversall dart aslittle
tricklesand streams. Va uethelittle beginnings of how theHoly
Spiritismovinginyour life, andlet it grow into adeep river of
revival power!
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II. THE DEEPENING OF THE RIVER, vs. 3-
5

A. Verse 3 - Water up to the ankles. Ankles refer to our
ability towak, Acts3:7-8. Thisdepth of the moving of the Spirit
showsthat to begin, weareto walk in the Spirit, Gal. 5:16.

B. Verseda- Water totheknees. Thekneesrefersto prayer,
Eph. 3:14. Asmoving of theHoly Spirit deepens, wearenext to
learn how to pray inthe Spirit 1 Cor. 14:15, Jude 20.

C.Versedb - Water totheloins. Loins speak of strength, Job
40:16, Pr. 31:17. Thisspeaks of the degpening work of theHoly
Spirit to make us strong inthe Lord and make usvictoriousin
spiritual warfare, Eph. 6:10-13, Joel 3:10.

D. Verse5 - Deep water to swim in. A river that you could
not crossor passthrough. At thisdepth, we cannot stand onthe
ground, but aretaken wheretheriver leads. It speaksof being
led by the Spirit and being the sons of God, Rom. 8:14. When
weareswimming, thebody iscovered by thewater and only the
head is seen. When we are covered and led by theriver of the
Holy Spirit, only Christ our Head (Col. 1:18) will be seen!

IIl. THE RESULTS OF THE RIVER, vs.6-12

A.Verses6-7 Many treeswill grow aong theriver, speaking of
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fruitful Christians, Ps. 1:3.

B. Ver ses8-9 Wherever theriver (of theHoly Spirit) flows, it
will bring healing and life, Rev. 22:17.

C.Verses9-10 Theriver will befull of fish that fishermen will
catch. Wherever theHoly Spirit flows, many soulswill be saved
by thefishersof men, Mt. 4:109.

D. Verse 11 Wherever theriver doesnot flow freely, thewaters
will become polluted with nofish or trees. Wheretheriver of the
Holy Spiritisnot allowed to flow through the Church in these
Last Days, therewill beno soulssaved and nofruitful Christians

growing.

E. Verse 12 Yet wheretheriver flows, many trees (Christians)
will produce consistent fruit for food, and leavesfor healing. In
Reveation 22:2 theleavesarefor theheding of thenations. The
river of God will movein nationd revivasthat will hed nationsin
theselast days, Zech. 2:11!

CONCLUSION: TheLord hasariver of theHoly Spirit that
will flow out of Hisrestored Church. Wewant to learn how to
enter into adeeper and deeper moving of the Spirit, so that we
canbeapart of thisgreat reviva that will savemany souls, pro-
ducemany fruitful Christians, and hed nationsintheselast days.
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Sermon 6

THE STAR AND THE SCEPTER
Numbers24:17
(EnteringintotheAuthority of Christ)

INTRODUCTION: Thiswas a prophecy of Balaam about
thecoming of Christ. Thestar over Bethlehemled thewise men
to the child who was born to be aking, who would receivethe
scepter of God. However, thisprophecy a so hasasecond spiri-
tud fulfillment. Chrigtistobeformedinus(Gd. 4:19), o Chrigt’s
lifeisalsoapatternfor our spiritual growth. Thereisastar anda
scepter offered to each of us!

|. THE MEANING OF THE STAR AND SCEPTER:

A) The STAR - Speaksof a Heavenly Vision.

1. Thegarsinheavenaretogivelight totheearth, Gen. 1:14-
15.

2. Lightfromheavenguidesusonlife' sjourney (assalorsand
travelersaim their coursefromthelight inthe heavenlies,
Mt. 2:2).

B) TheSCEPTER - Speaksof theAuthority of aKing.
A scepter or rodisasymbol of their power.

1. Ps. 2:9andRev. 19:11-15, Christ shall rulewith arod or
scepter of iron.
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2. Rev. 2:26-27 and Rev. 20:5, Many overcomerswill gain
authority torulewith arod of iron.

Il. THE ORDER OF THE STAR AND SCEPTER: First
the Star, then the Scepter!

A) 2000 yearsago, God gave a star asa sign to help pre-
parefor the new thing He began to do. The star wasto lead
the wise men to the coming King who would hold the scep-
ter.

B) TODAY, God isplacing aspiritual star in our hearts:
new light from heaven, or afresh vision, Ps. 119:130.
God ispreparing to give authority to the overcomers of
the Body of Christ. Thisvisionisgiven so that we can
prepare to receive the scepter and rule and reign with
Christ! We must under stand that we must do more than
just seethe star. We also haveto follow it! Wewill have
to pay apriceto follow the new light and seeit’sfulfill-
ment, like the wise men.

[11.RECEIVING THE STARAND THE SCEPTER:
WHO getsthe Star? WHO getsthe Scepter?

The prophecy of Balaam revealsmoreclearly toushow we
can obtain both the star and the scepter. The star comes out
of JACOB but only |SRAEL getsthe scepter, Num. 24:17.
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To understand thiswe haveto study about Jacob and Isradl,
aman with two names (and two natures).

A) Gen. 25:24-26 The name Jacob meansasupplanter, or de-

ceaitful (seeFirst Samud 25:25). Thiswashisnatura adamic
nature from birth. He stole his brother’s birthright (Gen.
25:29-34) andlied to hisfather to have him pray God'sbless-
ing over him, Gen. 27:1-36. Yet, hewanted God and His
blessing.

B) Gen. 28:10-22 Jacob (whilerunning away to protect hislife)

saw aheavenly vision, aladder to heaven. Thecall of God
began to apprehend hislife. Jacob followed God'scdl, and
the Lord prepared him for the scepter through many trials
and suffering!

C) Gen. 31:41 L aban deceived Jacob 10 times. Jacob reaped

D)

for hissin, Ps. 18:25-27, Obad. 1:15. Suffering changed
him, Prov. 27:17, Is. 48:10. After many yearsthe dealings
of God made Jacob a desperate man, Gen. 31.:3; 32:3-8.
Hedesperately needed God' sblessingsand power. Jacob’'s
ability, naturd strength, lies, and deceptions, werenot enough
to save him! Thenatural man cannot obtain God'scall.

Gen. 32:24-28 Jacob wrestled with the Angel until he be-
camelsradl, aprincewith God! Jacob's character had been
transformed, and aslsrael, hewasready to receivethe scep-
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ter, “ asaprince you have power with God and with men”,
Gen. 32:28. Weneed towrestlewiththeHoly Spiritinprayer
until we are changed and empowered!

E) Gen. 33:1-4 Esau did not want to kill Jacob, because the
Jacob he hated wasdead, Gal. 2:20. | srael had ascepter of
power with God and with men, and was saved.

CONCLUSION: Weall need to see astar (or the heavenly
enlightenment) to redlizethat the Lord ispreparing overcomers
whowill rulewith Hisauthority. Asthevison shinesbright in our
heart, we can presson to apprehend thishigh call of God. We
will then let God change and prepare usto becomelikelsragl -
aprincewho will inherit the scepter!
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