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“Our God
Turned the Curse
Into a Blessing”

(Nehemiah 13:2b)



TURNING THE CURSE
INTO A BLESSING

Trouble—OQur Servant

God has ordained trouble to be our servant! In fact, the harder and more vehemently our enemy
works, the harder he is pushing us to the top, to the throne. Nagging irritations, injustices, painful
delays, and even childhood traumas, can al be turned around by God to work in our favor. Trouble
is often God's gift to us. It is a sacred treasure. Such was the case in the life of Joseph. All of the
cruelties committed against Joseph by his older brothers pushed him to the throne in Egypt. The
same is true in the life of Job. All of his trouble ended with a double portion and eternal honor.
Trouble is meant to be our servant. Our God is able to “turn the curse into a blessing” when we
please Him (Neh.13:2b).

“Cursed isthe Ground For Thy Sake’

Because of thefall, God had to pronounce the curse to restrain afallen nature (Gen. 3:16-19; 5:29).
The curse was the mercy of God to fallen man and it involved pain, toil, and much adversity. God
knows what depraved man will do when heisnot held in check (Ecc. 8:11, Psa. 73:3-6, Ezek. 22:8).

When the curse has accomplished al of itswork, God will remove it (Rev. 22:3). Sometimes God
allows a lingering thorn or problem in our lives until a certain work of grace is performed or
something obstinate changes. Then Heremovesit. Thiswasthe casein thelife of Job. Paul needed
athorn to keep him on course (2 Cor.12:6-9). Just as a pearl is formed by irritation, sometimes a
very aggravating situation is prolonged by God to accomplish something beautiful in our lives.

Since the transgression in the Garden of Eden, God has had to work through man's failures, and
engineer another plan for the human race. Man chose ahard path when hetransgressed (Prov.13:15).
God had to reroute man after thefall, and it has never been an easy road since. The imposed curse
of Genesis 3:16-19 has four main objectives:

1.) To restrain arampant, fallen nature

2.) To keep man on course

3.) To teach man about God, and the ways of God

4.) To destroy the fallen nature at death, so that man can be raised incorruptible and sinless

Trouble - An Opportunity For New Grace

Because of man's downfall by disobedience, God had to curse the ground for man's sake. Yet the
curse (and al of its hardships and afflictions) creates an opportunity for God to develop divine
qualitiesin man. Mercy, longsuffering, meekness, true love, faith, loyalty, forbearance, and many
other virtues are developed by adversity. Of necessity, man must have pain, sorrow, toil, and
pressure. Even the fact that man can dieis God's mercy, for in death the nature of sinis destroyed
in the members of our body and we can be resurrected with a sinless body. However, we must be
careful not to die before our time. God uses the curse ultimately to bless us. When a problem or
enemy has served its purpose, God will deliver us fromit.
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Purpose of Trouble

We were born to be tested (Job 7:17-18). God has set His heart upon man, and is testing us every
moment. Trouble has an uncanny way of revealing who we are and what our real needs are. The
passing or failing of our tests determines our eternal positionin heaven. Often we do not know when
we are being tested. Therefore, we should be more conscious of the fact that we are being watched.
We are a spectacle of men and angels. We are under the scrutiny of principalities and powers and
the world, but most of all—of the Lord Himself.

God Tests us;

e To see of what we are made.

e To seewhat our motives are, and what our needs are.

* Toseeif God isnumber onein our lives (Gen. 22:1-2; Job 1:8-12; Deut. 13:1-3).

* To seeif we are worthy of the promises of God, and loyal to the truths He has entrusted to us.

* Toseeif we are able to receive the power we have asked of God. (The greater the power we
want to receive from God, the greater will be our tests.)

* Toseeif we are worthy to take the positions Satan and his followers have forfeited.

* Toseeif we qualify to be His Bride, and to be at the marriage feast. (Rev.19:9)

* Toseeif wequalify to bein thefirst resurrection, judge angels, and rule and reign with Christ.

* Toseeif weareonly serving God for blessings and prestige, or smply because we love Him.

To make us more righteous and holy.

To bring agreater revelation of the Lord to our lives.

To bless our latter end, to exalt us, and give us an eternal name.

To bring new grace into our lives by being in anew low place. (Grace is given to the lowly.)

To give God an answer which, in turn, He may give to His adversaries. (Prov. 27:11; Psa.119:42)

The Church Hasa Wrong Concept of Lifeand of Trouble

Wewere created for God. God was not created for us. We were made to be the servants of God, He
isnot to be our servant. Instead of telling God what we want, we should ask God what He wants.
Much of today's Gospel is a welfare Gospel and it produces a welfare mentality in the Church.
“What isin thisfor me? How much can | get out of thisfor myself? What is the minimum amount
of sacrifice necessary in order to receive the maximum return for myself?” These attitudes are
symptomatic of a malady we term convenient Christianity.

The Quickest Way Out of My Troubles/ Little Desire For a Changed Life

Today's" gospel of welfare” isamentality that ispreached from many pulpits. It uses God asameans
of getting one's needs and wants met, while producing little concern for doing the will of God and
having the heart changed. It is a something for nothing proposition. It offers free pardon (freedom
from guilt), free medical benefits (divinehealing), free provision (freedom fromfinancial pressure),
and freedom from depression and sorrow. And let there be no mistake about it, God loves to
generously bestow all of these gifts upon His people to encourage them and to help them along life's
difficult pathway. Y et all of these, though they are benefits of the Gospel, are not ultimates.
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Not Temporal Blessings But a Changed Life

God's intention for His people has never been to camp around temporal blessings. Instead, He is
more interested in what we become and in what we will allow Him to do in our lives. The whole
object of Christianity isto betransformed and suited for Himfor all eternity. Thisrequireschange;
thus, it isnot alwaysthe easiest path. Therefore, a Gospel that promotes ease, comfort, convenience,
aquick answer, and the fastest way out of unpleasant circumstances, is not the true gospel. It is,
however, a popular Gospel.

The supreme purpose of creation is based upon marriage. God purposed to fashion in the earth a
mature bride who could intimately know and understand Him (Jer. 9:24). He desired one compatible
toHimself, someoneon Hislevel. TheL ordlooksfor abridewholovesHim, not just for the blessings
or for what she can grasp for herself, but one who loves Him just for who Heis! Otherwise God has
on Hishandsaselfish, self-centered, self-seeking little child. Thisisprecisely what a shallow Gospel
produces. Contrariwise, the end result of a Gospel that revealsthe true cost of being areal Christian
isadglorious bride without spot or blemish.

The Age-Old Controversy

Therefore, we are confronted with a controversy as old as man. Many years ago Satan accused Job
of only serving God for the benefits. Satan charged, “Job is only serving you because you have
prospered him; take away all hisblessingsand hewill curseyou to your face.” In effect, Satan was
saying—" Job hasulterior motives. Heisonly using God for hisown selfishinterests!” Unfortunately,
the accusation Satan hurled at Job is true of some believers, for we find in John 6:26-27 that
multitudesfollowed Jesus only because He was meeting their material needs. Most of them deserted
Him when the tests of life came.

Passing the Tests That Satan Failed

Ironically, Satan's accusation against Job was an indictment against himself, for uponthisvery issue
he himself had failed miserably (Rom. 2:1). Lucifer only served the Lord aslong as everyone was
praising him and standing in aweof hisbeauty. He possessed charm, wisdom, charisma, and musical
abilitiesthat were unequalled. He wasthetalk of heaven! Was he thankful for al of this? No! All
hewanted wasmore—morefor himself! When Godwasforcedto demotehimfor hisfolly and pride,
was L ucifer sorry or repentant in any way for the grief and shame he had brought to his Lord? Not
at all! Hewassorry only for hisloss of position, power, and praise. It is obvious that he was only
serving God for the blessings; for when God removed the blessings, he “cursed God to his face!”
Therefore, we must come face to face with this fact—if we are ever going to defeat Satan, we have
to pass the tests that he failed!

TheLord also tested Abraham. Was God number onein hislife, or werethe promisesand bl essings?
When Abraham willingly offered Isaac back to God, it was not only atestimony to God, but also to
Satan. For we are, as Paul saysin First Corinthians 4:9, “a spectacle of men and angels.” Satan and
all theevil spiritsare carefully examining our motives, looking for an occasion to find fault because
they know that some of us are destined to displace them and claim what they have forfeited.
Therefore, it isof utmost importance that we succeed where they failed. Otherwise, we will not be
worthy to take possession of what they have lost through rebellion.
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“An Answer to Him Who Reproaches M e’

Proverbs 27:11 cries out: “ My son, be wise, and make my heart glad, that | may answer him that
reproacheth me.” God isearnestly searching throughout the wholeworld for aman or woman whose
heart is perfect toward Him (2 Chron.16:9). He does so for several reasons. For one thing, God has
an enemy who relentlessly accuses the brethren day and night (Rev.12:10). Furthermore, the
adversary reproaches the Lord Himself. In the first chapter of the book of Job, Satan charges that
no one serves the Lord because he loves Him, but only for selfish purposes.

Therefore, Job dealt a severe blow to Satan by falling down in worship unto the Lord after losing
everything he had. By this action, he proved Satan wrong (Job 1:20-22)! But also, in passing this
most difficult test, Job provided God with an answer for His adversary! God was able to say to
Satan—"Here is a man who maintains his integrity and continues to worship and love Me, even
when he has been stripped of all hisblessings!” Thus, Job gave God an answer to reply to Satan,
the adversary who reproached Him.

Right Responseto I njury—Spares us From the Pit

Also, Job'sright responseto injury saved him from dliding down into amental / emotional pit. Nearly
all mental and emotional disorders (suicideincluded) are the result of awrong responseto asevere
injury. Job's “sacrifice of thanksgiving” after losing everything he had turned his disaster into
triumph. Thisis, by far, one of the greatest keys to victory in the Christian life. Therefore, Job's
example gives us a message to live by, not just for today, but for every day of our lives. Also, his
expectations were placed in God, not in the things he had just lost (see Psalm 62:5).

The Call to Judge Angels

“ Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? and if the world shall be judged by you, are
yeunworthy to judge the smallest matters? Know ye not that we shall judge angels? how much more
things that pertain to thislife?” (1 Cor. 6:2-3).

The high calling of the Church is to judge fallen angels, demons, and Satan, and also to rule the
nationswith arod of iron (Rev. 2:26-27). However, the man or woman who would rulethe nations,
must first learn to rule hisown spirit as Job did (Prov.16:32). In order to dislodge Satan and replace
him, wemust have passing gradeswhere hefailed. Therefore, youand | areinatraining camp right
now. We are being disciplined, corrected, and even chastened by God in order to qualify for the
conditional promises He has made to His people (Heb.10:36; 12:5-11). | want to stressthat God's
promises have conditions. Thisis atruth that is not properly understood in the Church today.

Paul told the Corinthian church that they were called, not only to judge the world, but also to judge
angels! However, at the same time he said, “you [presently] are unworthy to judge the smallest
matters’ (1 Cor. 6:2). Paul termed them carnal, and babes, because they were bickering and taking
one another to court. Paul exhorted them to grow up, to be cleansed from the filthiness of the flesh
and mind, and to be perfected in holiness and in the fear of God. Otherwise they would not inherit
the promises. (see 2 Cor. 7:1).
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Job—An End Time Book

Job had avision of the second coming of Christ, the resurrection, and the millennial age. Asamatter
of fact, he even saw himself resurrected and ruling with Christ in the age to come (Job 19:25-27).
According to Revelation 5:9-10; 20:6, it isthose who have been madeinto kingsand priestswho will
reign with Christ on the earth. Kings and priests are not born, they are made.

Job symbolizesthe man or woman who isbeing formed and fitted by adver sity into aking and priest.
Heissometimesreferredtoas“ TheMillennium Saint.” Jobisrepresentative of righteous saintswho
are being tried in the fire to be made even more righteous and holy in order to rule and reign with
Christ. Therefore the Book of Job, though it has a message for every generation, it is especially a
messagefor our days. For wearenow living inthedaysof the coming of Christ, theresurrection, and
the thousand-year reign of Christ upon the earth. Thus, Job's messageisfor thelast-day Church; for
within the pages of the Book of Job are the keys for being made ready for the coming of the Son of
man, and the Millennial age.

TROUBLE—OUR SERVANT

* God has ordained trouble to be our servant—if we respond to trouble with wisdom.

* Troubleis often a gift from God, a sacred treasure.

* Trouble gets our attention and provides opportunities for us to change.

* Adversity literally pushes dedicated men and women to the top—to the throne.

* God instituted the Curse (Gen. 3:16-19) only to show mercy to fallen man.

* Sometimes a problem is prolonged until a certain work of grace is done in our lives.

* When athorn has accomplished its work, God will remove it (Rev. 22:3).

* We were born to be tested.

* Trouble has a peculiar way of revealing who we are, and what our real needs are.

* The Church often does not understand the purpose for trouble.

* Many believers only serve God for what they can get for themselves—a welfare mentality.

» Temporal blessings are emphasized, with little concern for having the heart changed.

* Character is always related to pain. It means choosing right, even when it hurts.

* Unless we pass the tests that Satan failed, we cannot claim what he forfeited by rebellion.

* Right response to injury isthe key to good spiritual, mental, and emotional health.

* Trouble will make us better or bitter. The choice is ours to make, by grace.

* Job represents a righteous believer who is being tested in the fire to become even more
righteous and holy. He is being qualified to rule and reign with Christ.

Therefore, heis our example.
\\§ J
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QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED IN THIS STUDY:

* Why did God allow a good man like Job to suffer such trouble for a season?

* What is the purpose of adversity when Christ has already borne our griefs and sorrows?
* How can we answer some of the “whys’ of Job?

* Arethe principlesin the Book of Job for the Old Testament age only, or are they aso for today?
* How do we approach someone who isin great pain?

 Ultimately, who was the author of Job’s trial?

* Did Job’strial come as aresult of some sinin hislife, or some negative confession?
* Did Job ever complain about Satan during histrial?

* Did Job’' s friends give him the right counsel, the wrong counsel, or both?

* What is the main theme of the book?

* |s Job a parable as some have supposed, or did it really happen?

* Did Elihu (afourth man) give the right counsel? Did God back up what Elihu said?

* Why did God ask Job eighty questions in Chapters 38-427?

* What particular message was God working into Job during his trial?

* What are some of the lessons we |learn about Satan in the Book of Job?

* Does God suffer when we are suffering?

* Why did God institute the “curse” after man fell?

* How does God turn the curse into a blessing?

* Why isit wrong to say, “It's not fair!”?

* Why isit important to understand the purposes for irritations in our lives?

* What is the balance between today's “prosperity” message and suffering with Christ?
* Should we always accept every problem that comesinto our lives as God' s will?

* What is the way to receiving a double portion?

Introduction f



HISTORY AND BACKGROUND OF THE BOOK OF JOB

Job is not only the oldest book in the Bible, it is probably the oldest piece of literature on earth. Itis
about 4000 years old. Job was written not long after Noah's flood, but presumably before Abraham.
Thus, it was written before 2000 B.C. Job 8:8-9 mentions the former age, the era before the flood
when manlived to be hundreds of yearsold. In Job'stime, men'syearswere* but ashadow” compared
to the period prior to theflood. After theflood, man'slife expectancy dropped drastically, and we are
left with the impression that the pre-flood erawas not very far removed from Job's generation.

AUTHOR: Thereisuncertainty asto the authorship of the Book of Job but it ishighly probable that
itwasElihu, a fourth friend. Elihu, at one point, seemsto bethe onetelling the story (cf. 32:15-16).
He had more insight than the other brethren. Also he possessed a heavenly perspective of thetrial.

The Book of Job isno mere parable! Job wasareal man, infact, one of the greatest men of all time.
God compared him with Noah and Daniel for integrity (cf. Ezek.14:14-20). Inthe New Testament
Jobiscited for hisexample of patience while suffering affliction (Jas. 5:10-11). God tellsusto look
at Job and consider the end of atrial (Read also Deut. 8:16; Heb.12:5-7;12:11). In addition to the
moral lessonsto be learned in Job, the book also sheds remarkable light on the philosophic breadth
and intellectual culture of the patriarchal age.

4 N\
JOB'SPLACE IN HISTORY
ADAM NOAH ABRAHAM MOSES DANIEL CHRIST
I | s I I I I
I I ' I I I I
4000 B.C. 3000 B.C. 2000 B.C. 1500 B.C. 600 B.C. HisBirth
The Flood Law given
2348 B.C.
(G J

LIFE AND TIMES OF JOB—Job lived sometime after theflood, but probably before Abraham. After
theflood Noah lived another 350 years, and would have been alive at the sametime as Job. Genesis
chapters 9, 10, and 11 cover the period after the flood to Abraham.

Theearth rapidly repopul ated after the flood and very quickly turned away from God. Isthisnot the
story of man since the beginning of time? Man is prone to wander away from God, even when he
knows what is right! (Read Genesis chapter 11.) At Babel they started a new form of worship by
building atower. Thistower was used for the worship of the planets, and especially the moon. God
camedown and confused their languages, dispersingthemintothecountriesof theworld. Atthesame
time, God also changed the races and nationalities.

Life expectancy was greatly reduced after the flood. Before the flood, God had extended long life
for the purpose of accumulating knowledge because man had to learn everything from level one.
(Note: Man never had to discover fire! Discovery of fireisonly a myth created by the atheists.)
After the flood man did not have to learn everything from the beginning. On the ark Noah
undoubtedly had numerous books, and knowledge of many ingenious inventions.
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Man was extremely brilliant, even in Job's time. Thisis evidenced by many of the conversations
between Job and his friends. They understood nature, science, the stars, and they had an amazing
knowledge of God and Hisways. Earliest man understood music, metal forging, and built citiesto
dwell in (Gen. 4:17-22).

|saiah 41:4—" Calling the generations from the beginning.” Isaiah indicatesthat God has aspecific
purpose and message for every generation. Job's generation was no exception! God perfected a
special message in Job, declaring it not only to Job's generation, but to every succeeding one, too.
That message, developed four thousand years ago, is what this book is all about!

JOB—THE MAN
Job—A Misunderstood Man

Jobisavery misunderstood book. Theman himself isavery misunderstood Biblecharacter. In order
to understand Job (or any other spiritual issue) we must always approach it in the spirit of humility.
The Book of Job contradicts much of today's theology! Isour spiritual enlightenment as superior
aswe assumeit is? Isthe Church of today any more discerning of God's ways than Job's brethren
werefour thousand yearsago? They declared most emphatically that when you do right and believe
the promises of God, everything in life will run smoothly; but if you do evil everything will be
contrary. The Book of Job upsets this concept! Here we are presented with one of God's most
righteous servants, and yet everything went wrong for him . . . at least for awhile.

A Misinterpreted Verse

One of the most abused versesin the Bibleis Job 3:25. Job cried out: “ For thething which | greatly
fearediscomeuponme, andthat which | wasafraid of iscomeuntome.” Itiscommonly taught today
that because Job had been meditating on and confessing some negative thoughtsand fears, it opened
the door for Satan to get in and bring al these catastrophes upon himself and his family. This,
however, isfound to be quite unwarranted when welook into chapter oneto see how thetrial had its
onset. Inchapter one God brought up the subj ect of Job, not Satan. God wished totest thisremarkable
man. The Lord Himself created the setting of this trial by praising Job, thus provoking Satan to
jealousy. Thisstirred up theadversary to ask for permissionto strip Job of al hisblessings. Job'strial,
therefore, wastheresult of aconversation between God and Satan, not Job'snegativeconfession! Y es,
thetrial wastheresult of a“removed hedge.” However, it wasnot Job'sfearsthat removed thehedge,
but it was God's permission for Satan to test Job that removed the hedge!

“Thething | greatly feared iscomeuponme.” Aswelook more closely at Job'scommentsin 3:25,
we should see more clearly that this passage simply indicates that Job had been previously warned
about hisupcoming trial. Should this surprise us? After all, Job had a close walk with the Lord and
he knew the secrets of the Lord (29:4). It does not seem unusual at all that the Lord should prepare
Job by speaking to him about an oncoming trial. Job did not know when, where, or how, nor did he
understand all thedetails. Heknew atrial of great magnitudewas coming and whenitfinally arrived
he cried out—"That which | greatly feared iscome.” God isvery gracious and grants foreknowledge
to Hisservantswhen Heknowsthey needit! God will show usthefuturewhen Heknowsitwill help
us (Jn.14:29). Understanding fortifies us to bear up under the pressure of the storms of life.
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Job—A Visionary Man

Job had visions of the second coming of Christ, the first resurrection, and the millennial age (Job
19:25-27). Job had personal promisesfrom God that he himself would participatein thisresurrection
and literally seethe L ord during the millennium. With such promises, helived aholy life. He*feared
the Lord and shunned evil” (1:1). Job was seized with a sense of destiny for hislife and this urged
him to live circumspectly.

Job—A Righteous Man

Job represents a righteous man who is being further trained and purified by adversity in order to
qualify for a better resurrection, and to rule and reign with Christ. Not every Christian participates
inthis(Rev. 20:6). Only thosewho are holy will reign. The Corinthians, for example, werenot ready
to reign with Christ at the time Paul wrote to them. Paul describes them as carnal, and babes, and
not cleansed from the lusts of the flesh. They were forgiven but not mature.

An Overview of Job'sLife

Asyou read the book of Job, observe which portions are devoted to Job before histrial. (Especialy
consider chapters 1, 29, and 31 for Job's background.) How did he live and what kind of man was
he before histrial ? Job's spiritual roots must have gone down along way. He must have had unusual
promisesfrom God to have ever endured such atrial. Great men have special keysintheir livesthat
have made them outstanding in their field.

A. JOB BEFORE HISTRIAL — Here we see hisyouth, his reputation, character, and vision.
B. JOB DURING HISTRIAL — God was making him even more righteous and holy.
C. JOB AFTERHISTRIAL — Hereceived adouble portion, honor, and an eternal name.

JOB WASABOUT TO BE TESTED IN SEVEN WAY S

e ECONOMICALLY...Hewasabout to lose everything (possessions, business, employees).
* DOMESTICALLY. .. Hischildren would die in aviolent storm; his wife would turn against him.
e PHYSICALLY ...... His body would be stricken with great pain and boils.
e SOCIALLY......... Relatives and closest friends would misudge and forsake him.
Regional people would despise and speak against him.
His honorable reputation would be temporarily destroyed.
e MENTALLY........ He was going to be very confused.
* EMOTIONALLY. ... Hewould be depressed. Circumstances would seem hopeless in the natural.

* SPIRITUALLY...... God was going to be silent for long months.
\- J
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THE NEED FOR UNDERSTANDING

The “spirit of understanding” is one of the seven spirits of the Lord mentioned in Isaiah 11:2-3.
Understanding means: To comprehend, to discern, to know thoroughly, to grasp or perceiveclearly,
to haveclear perception of the meaning of something. Understanding enablesusto see God'shidden
handinirritationsand injustices, causing our responsesand attitudesto beright when trouble comes.
Without an understanding of God's ways we will react incorrectly to injustices and then become
bitter. Understanding helps us to cooperate because it breaks down resistance and stubbornnessin
our hearts. Understanding hel psusnot to missthe point, but givesusperception of what Godistrying
to say. Some saintsnever learn God'sways. Consequently, they spend their wholelivesfighting and
demanding justice and vindication for themselves. Although Job did not understand the specifics of
histrial, he understood the broad principles of God's ways, and this saved him.

People Rebel When They Lack Understanding

The Israelites revolted against the Lord because they had no understanding of what He was trying
to do in their lives through their circumstances. God said, “ They do always err in their hearts and
have not known my ways’ (Heb. 3:8-10). Because of this, they never entered into God's rest but
wandered perpetually in the wilderness. There are many who waste much of their lives going in
circles! (SeealsoPsalm78:37-42.) Inthecaseof | srael, God actually deprived them of understanding
because their hearts were so hardened against Him (Deut. 29:3-4). Therefore, we must keep our
hearts tender before the Lord in order to receive the spirit of understanding!

Under standing Helps Us Cooper ate With God

Why aresome Christiansstrong and stablewhileothersareup and downall thetime?What determines
the strength of a believer? What is the deciding factor? | believe the answer isin their vision. The
differenceliesin their grasp of the truth, in their understanding. Truth is much more than a standard
of right and wrong. Truth islight! It isan illuminating power that shines into the darkened soul
bringing tremendous inner strength and freedom (Jn. 8:32). In several of his epistles, Paul mentions
weak brethren who have aweak conscience (1 Cor. 8; Rom.14). What isthe reason men and women
are spiritually feeble? It is because light and revelation have not yet penetrated their being!

A transformation takes place within our soulswhen God opens our eyes and imparts His understand-
ing to our hearts. Understanding enables us to cooperate with God when adversity comes into our
lives to develop and mature us. Without proper understanding, our response to difficulties will be
evil. Yes, evil! We must understand the concept of trouble or we cannot successfully face purifying
trials and go on to Christian perfection.

When a Christian is instructed wrongly on the subject of adversity, he will become confused when
difficulties arrive. He may become so disillusioned with Christianity that he turns his back on God.
Therefore, we should ask God to give us an understanding heart as did Solomon (1 Kgs. 3:9-10).
Understanding is God's gift to those who love Him, please Him, and seek Him earnestly. Also, itis
imparted to the purein heart. “ The purein heart shall see[as God sees]” (Mt 5:8). God withheld the
gift of understanding from Israel because their hearts were so hardened with accusation against Him
(Deut. 29:2-4; Prov. 2:1-5; Dan. 9:13; 12:10; Jn. 7:17).
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The more godly and holy apersonis, the better he accepts, understands, and copes with adversity.
Have you ever noticed the manner in which theworld and the disobedient view trouble? It isalways
with gloom! Thisisbecausethey are only living for this present life. Contrariwise, the apostle Paul
embraced his difficulties because he knew and understood the eternal benefit it was going to bring
(see 2 Cor. 4:17; Rom. 8:18; 8:28).

Vision makes the difference between up-and-down Christians, and those who continue to press on
totheend. Itisnot uncommonat al for believerstosit back at anearly agewith aretirement mentality.
Thisisthe end result of no vision. Without avision we dwell carelessly. But the man who has been
struck with areal vision understands what God is doing and has a defined mark to press toward.
Also, he possesses a holy fear of coming short of it (Prov. 29:18; Heb. 4:1).

Under standing Strengthens Us Because:

It gives us the ability to seeirritations and injustices from God's perspective.

It makes us react the right way to these irritations or injustices.

It helps us remove any seeds of bitterness from our hearts while in the heat of atrial.

It causes us to cooperate with the Lord and trust Him, even in afiery furnace.

It removes resistance, stubbornness, and hardness from our hearts.

It increases our perception of what God would do in our lives because of an irritation or trial.
It helps us to see the end of a matter, and it produces hope.

N o s~ wDdDPRE

Before we delve into the Book of Job, | would like you to remember seven points about Job'strial.
After that, | want you to remember seven major reasons for histrial.

Seven Pointsto Remember About Job's Trial

1. Job was not afflicted because of any wrong in hislife.

2. God wasthe Author of histrial.

3. Atrialisreally atrial when it isbeyond our explanation and under standing.

4. Job never complained about the devil. He knew ther e was a higher power — God.
5. God was dealing with one particular thingin Job'slifeduring thetrial.

6. God wassilent for months. God could not explain what He was doing.

7. Job had special encounterswith God before histrial that enabled him to go through.

These will be developed on the next few pages.

- J
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IMPORTANT POINTS TO REMEMBER ABOUT JOB'S TRIAL

1. Job was not afflicted because of any evil in hislife—God's testimony of him was outstanding
(2:1, 1:8, 2:3). “Thereis none like him in the earth, perfect and upright.” God's eternal testimony of
himisseeninEzekiel 14:14,20. Heislisted among thethree most righteousmen inthe Old Testament.

2. God wastheauthor of thetrial—(and thefinisher of it). In Romans 10:19, we seethat God uses
jealousy to fulfill His purposes. The Lord purposely provoked Satan to jealousy by praising Job:
“Haveyou considered my servant Job, that thereisnonelike himintheearth, onewho fears God and
shunsevil?’ (1:8, 2:3). Satan always wanted to be the greatest, and now God was provoking him to
jealousy by drawing attention to Job. The time had come for Job to be tested; therefore, He was
stirring up Satan to ask for permission to afflict him.

Job 42:11 reminds us once again that the Lord Himself was the One who was ultimately responsible
forthistrial. Satan wastheafflicter, but God wasresponsiblefor theonset of thetrial. Revelation 2:10
clearly shows usthe reason God still has Satan around . . . “that ye may betried.” When God has
finished using Satan to test us, He will deliver him to eternal destruction (Rev. 20:10).

3. A trial isreally a trial when it is beyond our explanation—It was not meant for Job to
understand the trial, but rather to hold fast and trust God implicitly. Oftenin atria God cannot
explainwhat Heisdealing with or what Heisdoing, though Hewould liketo. However, many times
after the trial is accomplished He does explain.

If God gave ustotal understanding during atrial, thisiswhat would happen:
 Qur faith and other qualities would not develop.

* Our heart would not be conditioned to receive what God wants to address.

* |t could destroy the work He is doing in our lives.

* |t could destroy us. It would be too much for us.

4. Job never complained about the devil—Job knew that there was a higher power and that God
was ultimately responsible for his predicament. Therefore, his complaint was only to God (1:21).
After Job had lost everything he declared, “The LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away.” He
did not say, “The devil taketh away.” Certainly, Satan did the afflicting, but Job knew that God
sovereignly controlled the entire situation (1:21; 2:10; 42:11).

5. God wasgetting at one particular thingin Job'slifeduring thetrial—although the Lord was
accomplishing many other things as well. During the trial something evil surfaced in Job ... an
attitude that sharply criticized God's wisdom and character for allowing him to pass through such
horrible circumstances. Although he was not guilty of this at first, Job ended up condemning God.
Y et he found no fault in himself. In so doing he made himself more righteousthan God, and thisis
what the Lord was getting at in Job's heart.

Whenever we question God—we are putting Him down, and lifting ourselves up above Him. From
this premise emerges the theme of the Book of Job, and it comes in the form of a question: “ Shall
mortal man be more just than God? Shall a man be more pure than his maker?’ (Job 4:17).
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Whenever we question, challenge, or criticize God:
* We are putting Him down, and
* Lifting ourselves up above Him
Upon this premise emerges the theme of the Book of Job

The Theme

“Shall mortal man be more just than God?
Shall aman be more pure than his maker?’
(Job 4:17)

6. God wassilent for months—The trial probably lasted between six months and ayear. It could
not have been for years because we hear Job say he had been suffering for months. As has already
been stated, it was not meant for Job to understand all the particulars of histrial. He did not know
how everything was going to turn out at the end, nor did he have knowledge of the conversation
between God and Satan at the commencement of the trial. While the Holy Spirit was silent, Job's
friendswerebusy analyzing, theorizing, and philosophizing. They did not havetheword of theL ord.
God was not speaking. Thus, thesewell meaning brethren werejudging Job with their natural minds.

Summary of the advice of the friends:

* Some thingsthey said areright!
» Some thingsthey said are wrong! Some things are very wrong!
* Some thingsthey said are true enough, but not relevant to Job's situation!

What Job needed was agood listener. There are few good listeners. When a person
isingreat pain, say aslittle as possible. Pray softly, and don't assume that you have
the answers or that you are infallible in your advice!

Job'sthreefriendsweregreat men. They were peers. Wejudgeaman by thefriendshehas, for aman
fellowships with those on his own level. They loved the Lord and were deeply concerned for the
welfare of their friend. The problem was that they did not have a deep enough experience, and
thereforethey did not havetheproper light to understand Job'ssituation. They had never seenor heard
of anything like this before. According to their own observations of life, calamity isalwaysasign
of God's judgment, therefore, they felt compelled to exhort him to repent. Thisthey do eloquently!
(TheBook of Jobiswrittenin poetic style, except for chapters 1-2, and thelast verses of chapter 42).

It ispainful to be misunderstood by close friends. Thiswas one of the hardest aspects of Job'strial.
All of ushavebeen victimsof being sized up by well meaning brethren, but we, too, have been guilty
of the same. Thus, we should be forgiving to others who misjudge us, especially those who should
know better. At Hissecond coming Christisasked, “ What arethesewoundsin thy hands? [Hewill
answer]; Thosewith which | waswounded inthe houseof myfriends’ (Zech. 13:6). If wewould come
to know Jesus intimately, we will have to experience being wounded by our friends.
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7. Job had special encounter swith God befor e histrial—no man could have ever endured such
atrial without first having unusual promises and extraordinary mountain-top experiences from the
Lord. We, too, should seek God for our own personal promises. We need special meetingswith God
in order to be strengthened to face our tests. After we have endured the fiery furnace and passed all
of our tests, the double portion awaits us.

Job declared, “ The secret of the Lord was upon my tabernacle” (see Job 29:1-4). Itisclear that Job
had knowledge of the mysteries of God and had received specia promises from God before he had
histrial. Job understood by revelation that he would be in the first resurrection and seethe Lord in
the coming millennial age (Job 19:25-27, cf. Rev. 20:5,6).

Thesemountain-top experienceswith God strengthened him and held him steady intimesof darkness.
Spiritually, Job had eaten of the* hidden manna” or hiddentruthsof God'sWord (Rev. 2:17). These
revelations had imparted supernatural inner strength to him in the same way that Elijah had been
strengthened when the angel fed him (1 Kg.19:5-8).

Now | would like to give seven specific reasons for Job'strial, athough all of the reasonslisted on
page Introduction B could apply.

Reasonsfor Job's Trial

1. It wasatest to see what kind of man Job was.

2. God wanted to have something to say to Satan, the accuser.

3. It wasto make arighteous man even mor e righteous.

4. 1t wasfor the purpose of bringing a greater revelation of theLord to Job.
5. It wasto bless Job'slatter end, to exalt him, and give him an eternal name.
6. It wasatest for everyone else around Job, too. Everyonewason trial.

7. Histrial wasfor our sake, also. Job left a message for usto taketo heart.

Wewill now develop these on the next pages.
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REASONSFOR JOB'STRIAL

1. It wasatest—(Job 23:10; 7:18; Psa.11:4-5; 1 Cor. 3:13). Every man will be tested by God.
Also, hisworkswill betested. God tested A braham to seewherehisprioritieswereand to haveal ook
at hismotives (Gen. 22:1). Satan claimed that Job was only serving God because of the blessings,
thus God allowed Satan for a season to strip Job of al his blessings. The Lord knew what He had
deposited in Job and how far He could test him. (Anything that standsthe fireisonly what we have
allowed God to put into us.) Job had spent hislife saying yesto God and this enabled God to build
something mighty within him that could stand the fire. Not everyone qualifiesfor atrial like Job's.
It was required of Job to pass many other tests before he could come to this one.

2. God wanted to have something to say to the accuser, Satan—Satan had said, “He is only
serving you for the blessings; take away all he hasand hewill curseyouto your face.” (Prov. 27:11,
Psa:119:42 -“ To give an answer to himthat reproaches me.” ) God wanted to have an answer for
Satan’'s accusation. The Lord was confident that Job could passthis most difficult test, and by doing
so, God was glorified. God could say to Satan; “Hereis a man who remains loyal to mein spite of
everything going wrong!” Job's right response was a blow to Satan! When Job lost everything, he
kept theright attitudeand of fered thesacrifice of thanksgiving, saying: “ TheL ord givethandtheL ord
taketh away, blessed be the name of the Lord.” However, Job did utter some unspiritual words|ater
during histrial as the months dragged on, but he never cursed God or renounced his faith.

3. Tomake arighteous man even more righteous and holy—
There are three basic reasons for difficult times and wilderness trials: (See Deut. 8:2)

* To humble us.

* To prove or test us.

* To show uswhat isin our hearts.
According to Jeremiah 17:7-10, we do not know what isin our hearts. Job was arighteous man who
wasplacedinafiery furnacefor the purposeof being madeevenmorerighteousandholy. Thisdeeper
cleansing and greater self-knowledge resulted in a greater revelation of the Lord. According to
Revelation 22:11, righteousnessis progressive. “Hethat isrighteous let him [continue to become]
more righteous till. And he that is holy, let him [continue to become] more holy still.”

4. Tobringagreater revelation of theL ord—(42:5) Attheend of histrial Job wasableto declare,
“1 have heard thee by the ear but now mine eye seeth thee.” Truly you and | will seethe Lord more
clearly when the veil of our fleshis cut away. Job'strial was called a captivity (42:10). Captivity in
Scripture speaks of trialsand hard bondage, yet we must remember that we arethe Lord's prisoners.
The purpose of captivity isfor God to give us a heart to know Him (Jer. 24:5-6). It isfor our good!
Whenwearepurged fromthespirit of idolatry, pride, and other vanities, oh how clear our vision will
become! (Mt. 5:8 “The purein heart see.”)

5. ToblessJob'slatter end—(To exalt him and give him an eternal name). The important fact to
remember in life is not where we have come from, but where we are going. Our end iswhat really
matters(Deut. 8:16; Job42:12; Jas. 5:11). InPsalm45:17, thereisapromise: “1 will makethy name
to be remembered in al generations.” Job inherited this blessing. From Ezekiel 14:14, we see that
God was honoring Job 1500 years later, and He still istoday. Asamatter of fact, He will continue
to do so for al eternity. “The memory of the just is blessed” (Prov.10:7). The whole purpose for
humiliating experiencesisthat God may exalt usin due time (I Pet. 5:6).
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6. It wasfor the purpose of testing every one—all wereon trial. The focus hasawaysbeen on
Job and the fact that he was being tested by God. However, everyone else's heart was being tested,
too. All of Job'sbrethrenwereontrial. Job'srelativeswereontrial, and sowerethe peopledowntown.
Actually, thewholeregionwasontria beforethe Lord. When aleader isgoing through atrial, God
is carefully looking into the hearts of everyone in the whole fellowship or organization to see what
they are saying and thinking. God will use the same measuring rod on us that we use on others, so
let us think and act mercifully (see Mt. 7:1-5).

7. Histrial wasfor our sakealso—Job |eft behind avital message, not only to hisown generation,
but to all succeeding generations as well. God recorded this trial in His eternal Word in order to
instruct every futuregeneration. Thecritical lesson Job learnedin histrial isonethat God has sought
to teach mankind from the beginning of time.

THE LESSON LEARNED ISTHIS:

m In spite of any tragedy, sorrow or disappointment that may come into our life, God is
infinitely just and we cannot point the finger at Him or charge Him with irresponsibility.
Neither should we ever question Hislove for us.

God's character, wisdom and good judgment cannot be criticized. (In times of pain or loss
man often responds negatively. Too often God is charged with cruelty, insensitivity, and
being unfair.)

There will be available grace (divine enablement) for every test. Also, God will ultimately
resolve every predicament if we keep our hearts right and we do not allow ourselves to
become bitter.

If God does not give an explanation of what He is doing, we must trust Him anyway. This
brings us to the theme of Job once again.

SUMMARY OF THE THEME
Job 4:17

“Shall mortal man bemorejust than God? Shall aman be mor e purethan hisMaker ?”

When tragedy or heartbreak comes, man'sfirst reaction is. “God, thisis not fair; you are not
fair!” Manistooquick toutter error againsttheL ord (Isaiah 32:6). By criticizing God'swisdom
and character, we sin! (Note: Most sinswe commit are with our mouths.) In doing thiswe are
putting the Lord down, and lifting ourselves up above Him. Job was guilty of thislater onin
the trial, though not at first. He condemned the Lord but found no fault in himself, making
himself morerighteousthan God (35:2, 40:8). God wanted to teach Job and everyone of usthis
lesson—* Shall mortal man be mor ejust than God? Shall a man bemor e purethan hismaker ?”

\. J
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RIGHTEOUSNESS |S PROGRESSIVE

Job was declared “ perfect and upright” in 1:1, 1:8, and 2:3. However, God still had further light He
wanted to give Job. With further light he would recognize agreater need in his heart. Job wasliving
up to all thelight God had given to him thusfar. Therefore, God could declare that he was perfect and
upright. He was sincere and mature in this sense of the word, but he had blind spotsjust aswedo. In
histrial unredeemed areasin hisheart surfaced, areashe had been unawareof before. Whenthesecame
tohisknowledge, hewasabl e (after hisconfession) to experiencenew cleansing. Thus, Job represents
arighteous man who is being dealt with by God in order to become even more righteous and holy.

Lifeismotion! Christianity itself is progressive! It is going from one stage to another, from glory to
glory, from one level of faith to another. We must continue to grow and move on in our Christian
experience. True Christianity forces us to face issue after issue in our lives and to have a meeting
with God in each of these areas. Below are severa Scriptures that imply movement and growth:

Scriptures Involving Motion and Growth

* 1 John 2:3“ And hereby we do know that we [ are coming to] know Him, if we keep his command-
ments.” Wewill only cometo know God if we are responding to what Heis saying to us (1 Pet.1:22).
Our lovefor God is proven by doing His commandments (Jn.14:15,15:14,1 Jn. 2:5, 5:2-3). Lovefor
Godisaways preceded by enlightenment or truth. Light leadsto love. Lovefor the brethren and true
unity can only be arrived at as we are obeying what God is saying to us (1 Jn.1:7).

* Hosea 6:3" Then shall we know if we follow on to know the Lord.” There are many issues that
we cannot know or understand unless we continue to plod on in our walk with the Lord.

e 2Corinthians 5:17“ Thereforeif any manbein Christ, heisanew creation: old thingsarepassed
away; behold, all thingsare[becoming] new.” Although we areimmediately transplanted from the
kingdom of darknessinto thekingdom of God'sdear Son, all thingsdo not immediately becomenew,
such asoldideasor habits. It takestimefor everything to become new in our lives. For example, we
may have to break off old friendships that have corrupted us.

* Romans 6:17 “ Righteousness unto holiness” implies that one will lead to the other. Thistakes
time and growth.

* Revelation 22:11 “ He that is righteous, let him [ continue to become] more righteous still; and
he that is holy, let him [continue to become] more holy still.” Thus, we can see that walking in
righteousness will lead to holiness.

* 2 Corinthians 7:1 “ Let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of God.” Perfecting suggests that it takes time and does not come immediately.

* Hebrews6: 1" Thereforeleaving the[ basicsof] thedoctrineof Christ, let usgo onunto perfection.”

* Ephesians2:10“ Wearehisworkmanship [ being] createdin Christ Jesus.” Thisispresent tense.
God isworking on us.
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IMPUTED / IMPARTED
RIGHTEOUSNESS

1. Imputed Righteousness (Rom. 4:1-8). At new birth we are counted righteous even though there
areareasinour liveswherewearenot righteousyet. God counts usrighteous becausewearetrusting
inHisSon, the OneWho died for usand paid our debt, the Onewho flatly forgivesuswhenwecome
to Him. We are counted (imputed) righteous because of Jesus, and we are under His covering. In
essence, imputed righteousness means we are counted righteous, even though we are not righteous
and have many problemsstill to be addressed and corrected in our lives. The charismatic movement
of recent decades has needed to progress past imputed righteousness to imparted righteousness ...
from being counted righteousto being made righteousness. Thisismuch deeper and requires many
acts of obedience.

2. Imparted Righteousness(Rev.19:7-8; Matt. 5:6; Psa. 24:5). Everyoneiscounted righteouswhen
he accepts Jesus as his Savior. But only those who are hungering and thirsting for righteousness
become filled with righteousness. In Revelation 19:8, the word means something much deeper than
imputed righteousness. It meansrighteousworks or deeds. Thisisrighteousnessthat isexperienced
and practiced. Therefore, it iseasily distinguished from imputed righteousness. |mputed righteous-
nessdoes not involve our worksbut only our standing with God. When wefirst believed in Jesuswe
were counted righteous (though we were not righteous), but here in Revelation 19:8 are some who
have been made righteous. God was permitted to work in these heartsto make them truly righteous.

Observethat the peoplein Revelation 19:8 were coming out of tribulation. They had beeninthefire.
God had cleansed them of unrighteous works and deeds and they were ready to rule and reign with
Christ. Worked out righteousness is required to reign with Christ (Rom. 5:17). Paul declared,
“Tribulation worketh patience.” Tribulation perfects many other virtues, too. Job is known for
patience (Jas. 5:11). He received patience of spirit, in tribulation. The word “tribulation” actually
means pressure. Job had been through his own “great tribulation.” (See Rev. 7:14).

3. Holiness—is deeper still. It involves not just our actions being right, but all of our inner life
becoming subject to God. Thismeansthat our motives, affections, desires, and thoughtsshould belong
wholly totheLord. We could berighteousbut not holy. We could still behard, critical, and have many
unsurrendered affections and thoughts. God wants to lead us on to true holiness (Eph. 4:24).

SUMMARY

* Imputed Righteousness—to be counted righteous, though we are not. It is simply our judicial
position and standing with God because Another has paid our debt and has acquitted usfreely of all
trespasses committed (Rom. 4:1-8).

* Imparted Righteousness—to be made righteous. Thisis righteousness worked out in the heart
after God has dealt with us, so that we practice righteousness. Thisrighteousnessis granted only to
those who hunger and thirst for it (Mt. 5:6). It isthiskind of righteousness that isrequired in order
to reign with Christ (Rom. 5:17; Rev.19:7-8; Psa. 24:5).

* Holiness—to have every part of us belong to God (thoughts, desires, motives, al our worship).
Righteousness will lead to holiness (Rom. 6:19; Rev. 22:11).
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“He that is righteous, let him [continue to become] more righteous still; He that is holy, let him
[continueto become] moreholy still” (Rev. 22:11). Righteousnesswill lead to holiness. Hereisthe
order: 1). From imputed righteousness, to 2). imparted righteousness, to 3). holiness (Rom. 6:19).
Job was in the process of being made more righteous and holy.

Righteousness and Holiness Compar ed

Righteousness is doing right acts and deeds. It is to deal fairly and justly with others. Holiness,
however, ismuch deeper! We can be righteous without being holy. Many people in the Scriptures
were righteous but not holy, and this is where many Christians find themselves today. Lot, the
nephew of Abraham, is aprime example. Lot had a sense of justice, but he was a man who wasin
love with the world too (2 Pet. 2:7-8). There were certain kings such as Asa and Jehoshaphat who
were declared by the Lord to be righteous, but they would not remove the high places. These men
administrated many good deeds and acts of righteousness, whilereservingintheir heartsother areas
of devotion and affection for what was unholy. Thus, God wants to work in these inner recesses of
our hearts, and bring us on to true holiness.

“Righteousness unto holiness” (Rom. 6:19). Practicing righteous acts and responding to what God
isputting Hisfinger oninour liveswill lead to holiness (1 Pet. 1:22). Obeying and responding to the
truth will lead us unto * unfeigned love for the brethren” (unity), and unto holiness.

REVIEW

Atnew birthwearecounted righteous, thoughwestill havemany problems. God then
desires to thoroughly work in our hearts so that we are made righteous, truly
righteous. In the meantime, we should have peace in our hearts as we rest in the
assurance that God looks at us as being righteous, while He is making us righteous
and holy. Hereisthe order:

1. Imputed righteousness—affects only our standing. We are counted righteous.

2. Imparted righteousness—we have been made righteous. Our deeds are right.

3. True Holiness—every part of usbelongsto God. Affectionsand motivesare pure.
1 John 2:12-14

A Imputed Righteousness | Little Children | Outer Court

A Imparted Righteousness Young Men Holy Place

A TrueHoliness Fatherhood Holy of Holies

Remember, thekey to growthiscontinuingtorespondtotheLight. Light bringsustolove.
Therecan never betrueloveor unity unlessweareresponding to thetruth (1 Jn.1:7; 1 Pet.
1:22). Responding to the truth remedies in our hearts those things which cause disunity.

\. J
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OUTLINE OF
THE BOOK OF JOB

Part One
Chapters1-2

Tragedy Strikes Job

(God uses Satan to test arighteous man)

Part Two
Chapters3-31

Job and His Three Friends
(They misunderstood Job and histrial)

Part Three
Chapters 32- 37

Elihu's Counsel to Job

(A fourth friend with a heavenly per spective)

Part Four
Chapters 38-42

Job Before the Lord
(Seeing himself in God'slight, heis purged and healed)
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TRAGEDY STRIKESJOB
Part One—Chapters1-2

Greatness of Job's Character 1:1-12

Read Chapter One. The first twelve verses of this chapter are heaven's testimony of Job's greatness
of character. Job was* perfect and upright.” God even declared thisto the adversary, Satan. He was
aman who “feared God and shunned evil.” Thisisthe hallmark of wisdom, for the fear of the Lord
is the beginning of wisdom. Although Job was very wealthy, he was also very humble. Actually,
money has nothing to do with pride or humility. Sometimes people who are poor are very proud,
and sometimes people who are rich are very dependent upon God.

Job was aso agood father. He always wanted to know where his children were and what they were
doing. Herose up early every morning to pray for them, and he offered expensive sacrificesfor each
one of them. Job was concerned even with their attitudes and wayward tendencies, saying, “It may
be that my sons have ... cursed God in their hearts’ (v5). Thus, he prayed for them continually.

In verses 6-12, the narrative changes from an earthly scene to heaven. Here we see a discussion
between the Lord and Satan, and the subject is Job. God is the one who initiated the conversation,
and Heisthe Author of the upcoming trial. The time had come for Job to be tested. Since Satan had
always wanted to be number one, the Lord provoked Satan to jealousy by praising Job. He induced
the adversary to ask for permission to remove Job's blessings, which God granted.

Job's Trial—In Three Major Stages

1. Intheinitial onslaught, Job lost all of his possessions. Satan was permitted to take everything
he owned. Hundreds of employees (servants) werekilled, and on the same day, al of hischildren
perished in aviolent storm. Yet God did not permit Satan to touch Job (1:12).

2. After Job passed thefirst test, Satan wasgiven permission to afflict hisbody (2:4-6), but hewas
not allowed to take his life. Satan can only go asfar asthe Lord says, and not an inch further!

3. Then hiswife, relatives, and the peopl e of that regionturned against him, and hisclosest friends
misunderstood and misudged him. And further still, the Lord kept silent. It was amost horrible
trial. Anyone who criticizes Job has not suffered.

Job's Remar kable Response

Job's reaction to al of thiswas remarkable! Satan had said, “ Take away all that he has and he will
curseyoutoyour face” (1:11). Therefore, God allowed Satan to strip him of everything. How did Job
respond to all this?(1:20-22). He blessed the L ord, falling down before Him in worship. What ablow
to Satan! We need right attitudes and responses in order to defeat Satan! We overcome Satan by
refusing to respond as hewould. Job declared, “ The Lord hath taken away, blessed be the name of the
Lord!” Not only was this a deathblow to Satan, it was also an exhibition of the highest form of
worship possible. Job was now offering the sacrifice of thanksgiving after losing everything!
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Right Responseto Injury Spares Man From the Pit

Not only was Job's right response to injury a blow to Satan, it also kept Job from sliding down into
adeep pit. Most emotional problems, depression, and suicide start from an injury. When aman or
woman does not receive grace from God, the heart becomes infected with bitterness. Whenever
thereis an injury, God offers us grace. Grace is actually a substance. God deposits this substance
called grace into us when we are in need (Heb. 4:16). If a person hardens his heart, refuses grace,
and chooses to cherish a wound or offense, then he will become very bitter (Heb.12:15). If the
person continues to harden his heart, hewill dig himself into avery deep and horrible pit. Eventually
the victim will no longer be able to cope with life and may even attempt suicide. We have seen this
happen to a number of Christian brethren.

People Destroy Themselves—Not Their Circumstances

Thereal harm in life comes from what people do to themselves. The Apostle Paul shouted to a man
who was attempting to commit suicide—"Do thyself no harm” (Acts 16:28). Men and women do
wrong to themselves and ruin themselves by their sins and by wrong responses to life's difficulties.
If we do not hurt ourselves, then no one else and nothing else can really hurt us. If we live right,
everything plotted against us will ultimately turn to our benefit. When we harden our hearts we are
destroying ourselves, and we are committing spiritual suicide. No one elseis doing it to us (though
we may claim they are). In actua fact, we are doing it to ourselves. Theten trials Israel faced in the
wilderness did not harm them! Their response to the trialsis what harmed them. The ten trials were
ordained of God to bless them and prepare them for Canaan.

We determine our own destiny. Someone else does not do it for us. We are the only one who can
really harm ourselves. It is not the devil, offenders, or anything else. Ultimately, we are the ones
who destroy ourselves by wrong responsesto life'stroubles. Therewill be no pointing of the finger
on the Day of Judgment. Abigail was married to afool, yet she had a beautiful countenance and
possessed good understanding (1 Sam. 25:2-3). Abigail did not say, “My life is ruined because of
my husband.” She did not use her husband for an excuse to go her own way, as some spouses do.
Consider what people do to themsel ves:

* Oppose themselves (Acts 18:6) Job's right response to injury saved
* Harden themselves (Heb. 3:8, 15) him. Also, hisright confession gave

him the victory over Satan. We over-
come the Adversary by the word of

Defile themselves (Lev.18:20)

* Corrupt themsewes_ (Ex. 32:5) our testimony (See Rev. 12:10-11).
* Make themselves vile (1 Sam. 3:13) What we say when we arein painis
* Pollute themselves (Eze. 20:31) very important!

Cut themselves (1 Kg.18:28)

Dishonor themselves (Rom. 1:24)

* Separate themselves from God by their iniquities (Isa. 59:1-2)
* Hide themselves from the presence of the Lord (Gen. 3:8)

* Sell themselves to work evil (1 Kg. 21:20)

* Destroy themselves (Hos.13:9)

* Judge themselves unworthy of everlasting life (Acts 13:46)
Friend, please —* Do thyself no harm.” Acts 16:28
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KNOWING OUR ADVERSARY
(2 Corinthians 2:11)

SincetheBook of Job hasadial ogue between God and theadversary inthefirst two chapters, | would
liketo spend alittle time on the subject of knowing our foe. Every believer should understand that
jealousy isthe motivating force behind everything Satan does. Jealousy is always associated with
thedesireto benumber one. When Satantried to usurp thethronefrom God, hewas cast down. From
thetimeof hisrebellionand demotion, Satan hasbeen driven and tormented with jeal ousy. Hecovets
every position of power. He does not want anyone to have any of the blessings he forfeited. Most
of all, Satan has a specia hatred toward anyone who is going to replace him—men and women
like Job.

(1:10) “ Hast thou not made a hedge about him and his house, and all that he hath on every side?”
It is obviousthat Satan had been observing Job and al of hisworks for some time. He had wanted
to get to him and destroy him but could not because God had put a wall of protection around
everything he had. This*hedge” protected Job, his home, family, business, and everything he had.
We are warned by Peter to be on guard because Satan, asaroaring lion, walks about seeking whom
he may devour (1 Pet. 5:8). Satan will seek to destroy us and our family if he can! Thus, we must
walk in wisdom.

(2:112, 2:5). “ Take away all that he hasand hewill curse you to your face.” Observethe cynicism of
Satan. Constantly he questions the good motives of others. Heis called the accuser of the brethren
inRevelation 12:10. Ineffect hewassayingtothelLord— “Noonereally lovesyou! Theonly reason
Job isserving you isbecause of all the benefits. Take away all the blessingsand hewill curseyou to
your face.” Satanisajealous, tormented being. Thesetraitsarerooted in pride, and Satanisfull of
pride. Pride never allows anyone to have rest. Notice also from 1:7 and 2:2, that he “walks up and
down in the earth, and goesto and fro in it,” signifying his restlessness.

(2:4). “ All that a man haswill hegivefor hislife.” Satan knowswhere manisvulnerable. Thus, he
uses terrorism and fear to manipulate man. Today we see his tactics of blackmail, hostage-taking,
and ransom demands, because heknowsall that aman haswill hegivefor hislife. Satanwassaying,
“Let me touch his flesh and then surely he will turn against you.”

God gave Satan permissionto afflict Job, but within limits. He could not take hislife. Satan went out
quickly and afflicted himwith soreboails. In 2:10, Job acknowledges God asthe Lord of thesituation,
for “inall thisJob did not sin with hislips.” Once again Satan was dealt a severe blow! Job proved
Satan wrong yet another time! Job did not curse God. Hisspiritual rootswent downalong, longway,
as seen by theway he reacted. Job was adeep worshipper of Jehovah. He was accustomed to giving
thanks to God in the good times and in the bad times as well.

“ Sncethou was preciousin my sight . . . therefore will | give men for thee, and people for thy life”
(Isa. 43:4). Canyouimagine what God waswilling to sacrifice to get at the heart of one big man!
In order to do a mighty work in Job and to leave a message to all succeeding generations, God was
willing to sacrifice Job'sfamily, business, health, reputation, and many servants. But remember, the
onewho sacrificed and suffered the most wasthe Lord Himself!  Surely the Lord would reward Job
double at the end, and give him an eternal, honorable name.
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POINTSTO REMEMBER ABOUT SATAN

* Hehaslimited power. He can do nothing unless God alowsit. All power belongs to God (see
Job 1:12; 2:6). The angry waves of the sea represent the assaults of the devil, to which God says,
“ Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further; and here shall thy proud waves be stayed” (38:11). God
draws aline and says, “Y ou cannot come any further.”

» Satan still hasgreat wisdom, athough he has perverted it. “Behold thou art wiser than Daniel;
thereisno secret that they can hidefrom thee” (Ezek. 28:3). Satan isnot to be taken lightly or made
fun of. We do not have the victory over him unless we are walking in humility and unless we have
themind of the Lord for each situation heis controlling. We should never rail or mock him (Jude 9).

* Heistormented and restless! These conflicts stem from the tremendous pride in his heart.
Anyone with great pride will suffer from mental and emotional conflicts. To lose face is agony to
the proud. A humble person has no face to lose! Observe that Satan has no peace, for he is found
“going to and fro in the earth, and walking up and down in it” (Job 1:7, 2:2). Proverbs 13:10
declares. “Only by pride cometh contentions.” Arguments, debates, controversies, and intellectual -
ism are all rooted in pride. And Satan, who isfull of pride, isthe author of al these.

* Hisgreatest weapon ishismouth. A serpent'spower isalwaysin histongue. Satanisaliar, and
the father of lies (Jn. 8:44). Sin entered into man through his rationalizations (2 Cor.11:3). The
nations of theworld are deceived because of histongue (Rev.12:9). Christians, too, continueto have
problemsintheir lives because of believing hislies—" You'll never makeit; thereisno hope; things
will never get any better.” In Matthew 4:3, Satan isalso called “ The Tempter.”

* Right attitudes and responsesto injury bruise Satan. Every timewe refuse to act like Satan,
we gain the victory over him. Satan had a good beginning but became bitter. It wasachoice! An
injury or test will make us bitter or better. In Christ's temptation (Mt. 3:1-11), Satan was trying
everything in hispower to makethe Lord Jesus act like himsel f! Satan wanted Jesusto use His power
indiscreetly and then be ableto say to Him, “Y ou're no better than | am; Y ou have no power over me.”
Jesus (as a man and for man) refused to be like Satan and gained the dominion over him.

* Weover come Satan by theword of our testimony. (Rev. 12:11). “And they overcame him by
the blood of the Lamb AND by the word of their testimony.” Job'stestimony of thanksgiving to the
Lord after hisagonizing loss of everything was a deathblow to Satan (read Job 1:20-22). Satan had
said, “ If you take away all his blessings, he will curse you to your face.” He was wrong!

* Satan is necessary for our refining. The main reason God still has Satan around is to test the
believers. “ The devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may betried” (Rev. 2:10).

» Satan will be destroyed eternally when God is finished using him to test us. (Rev. 20:10).
“ Andthedevil that deceived themwascast into thelakeof fireand brimstone ... and shall betor mented
day and night forever and ever.” His doom is sure and he knows it (Matt. 25:41). God created hell
for Satan and hisangelsand al the rebelliouswho follow him. Anyone who goesto hell will bethere
by hisown choosing (Acts 13:46). God is not willing that any should perish, but that all should come
to repentance (2 Pet. 3:9). God Himself has bled and died for our pardon. When man rejects the
message of love and pardon, he has chosen to go to hell. Judgment is eternal (2 Thes.1:8-9).
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* God created him perfect; he became evil by choice. (Ezek. 28:15; Isa.14:12-14). “ Thou wast
perfect inal thy waysfrom the day that thou wast created, till iniquity wasfound inthee.” “How art
thou fallen from heaven O Lucifer.” Satan and hisangelsfell because of their great rebellion. They
were not created rebellious (2 Pet. 2:4; Jude 1:6). It was a choice.

» Satan fell because of unthankfulnessand pride. (Read Isa.14:12-14.) God had bestowed upon
him extraordinary beauty, wisdom, authority, and charisma, but all of these were not enough—he
wanted more! Lucifer became extremely unthankful and proud, then defiant. He wanted to be God.
Unthankfulnessisthe first step to backsliding (Rom.1:21).

» Satan wanted equal rights! “ I will belikethe Most High!” (I1sa.14:12-14.) He demanded equal
voicewith God. Satan isthefather of the Equal Rightsmovement. Satan undermines|eadership and
authority onevery level because of hisjealousy to bein control andto beat thetop. Jealousy isalways
the result of self-seeking motives—the desire to be number one.

Satan demanded equal voice with God. Because thisfoolish desire was denied, he has resented God
ever since and has sought to turn every onein heaven and in earth against Him. Hewas ableto sway
athird of theangelsagainst God (Rev.12:4, 7-9). Noticein Revelation 12:4 that histail drawsthese
angels. In other words he istheir head or leader. In Revelation chapter 12, Satan is portrayed as a
dragon, although he is an archangel.

* Changeof namesignifieschange of character. Thefact that his name was changed from Lucifer
(light-bearer) to Satan (adversary, slanderer), signifies a change of character—from good to evil.
God did not create him evil. Everything God makesisgood. Godisgood! Thephraseinlsaiah45:7
(“1 make peace and create evil”) does not suggest that God isthe author of sin as some have asserted.
Theuse of theword “evil” in Isaiah 45:7 can betranslated sorrow, adver sity, affliction, and calamity.
Sacred Scripture describes Job'strial as an evil which God sent (read Job 42:11, KJV).

* God did not givehim thegift of repentance. Because of thelight Lucifer possessed, hisrebellion
was considered irremissible. His uprising was committed right in the face of God. For this very
reason, pardon was not offered to the fallen angels either (2 Pet. 2:4; Jude 1:6). Manisveiled from
the light and still has the opportunity to repent. Paul was shown mercy because his transgressions
were done “in ignorance and unbelief” (see 1 Tim.1:13, cf. Lk. 23:34).

» Satan knows his doom is sure, and so do the demons. The demons in Matthew 8:29 were
horrifiedwhenthey saw theLord and cried, “ Haveyou cometotor ment usbeforethetime?” Demons
are conscious of their coming judgment, and they panic at the thought of it. The devils* believe and
tremble” according to James 2:19. Satan knows histimeis short; thus, heisdoing everythingin his
power to injure God by turning others against Him. His purpose isto inflict as much damage as he
can, and he desiresto take as many with him as he can into judgment. All thisisdone in an attempt
to get back at God. We should understand what ismotivating Satan. Paul saidin 2 Corinthians2:11,
“We are not ignorant of his devices.”

* Weshould not bedevil-conscious. (Rev. 2:24). * Which have not known the depths of Satan.” It
isunwiseto fill our mind with thethings of darkness. We should not look for ademonin every corner
or be overly involved in the study of heathen religions (Jer.10:2). We must not learn the way of the
heathen. Instead, let us dwell on the Light, on Jesus!
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* Satan says God hasno love. Satan accuses God of having no love. Thefallen nature in man does
the same. God's Son coming to earth to die for manisHiseternal proof to the universethat Hereally
cares. “For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
Him should not perish, but have everlasting life” (dn. 3:16).

* Christ givesuspower over Satan. AsaMan, Jesus defeated Satan in every aspect. Christ gives
usauthority over Satan aswewalk humbly with God. Truthfully, we only have authority over Satan
when we are moving in the Spirit and have the mind of the Lord in every situation. Sometimes God
has an appointed time for a healing or a deliverance, and no amount of “taking authority over the
devil” will work. We must be moving in the Spirit and in God's will.

* What Satan is guilty of, he accused Job of. Satan had said of Job, “He's only serving you for
theblessings. Just takeaway all the blessingsand hewill curseyoutoyour face” (Job 1:9-11). Satan
was saying—"Heisonly serving you for selfish benefits.” Unfortunately, what Satan accused Job
of, istrue of some believers. Multitudes follow Jesus only because He is meeting their needs (see
John 6:26-27). Thefact is, God lovesto bless us and meet our every need. But God is also |ooking
for abridewho lovesHim, not only for the blessings, but simply because shelovesHIM. Otherwise
she would be immature, selfish, self-seeking, and self-centered.

Thiswastheonly reason L ucifer servedtheL ord—it wasonly for what he could get for himself. God
isgoing to test all of our hearts to see what we are really serving Him for! Lucifer only served the
Lord as long as everyone was praising him and standing in awe of his beauty, charm, wisdom,
charisma, and hismusical abilities. He wasthetalk of heaven. Was he thankful ? No! All he wanted
was more, more—more for himself. God had to demote him because of his folly and pride. Was
Lucifer sorry for hispride and defiance? No! Hewasonly sorry because of hisdemotion. Therefore,
it is obvious that he was only serving God for the blessings. The very thing of which he was most
guilty was what he used as an accusation against Job.

God tested Abraham to seeif God was number onein hislife, or if the promises and blessings were
number one. When Abraham willingly offered I saac back to God, it was not only atestimony to God
but also to Satan (1 Cor. 4:9). The spirit world knows if we are serving God out of love for Him or
because we want something for ourselves. God longs to have something to say to His accusers! He
longsto be able to say to Satan, “Here is someone who is NOT like you, Satan. He or she loves me
whether | give or remove the blessings. They have defeated you Satan!” (Prov. 27:11).

* We will replace Satan and his angels. Satan has great hatred for mankind, especialy for the
believers. He knowsthat some of usare going to replace him. Now that onethird of the angelshave
been cast out of heaven, undoubtedly, there are vacancies which will be occupied by the redeemed.
The overcomersin particular are given the privilege of judging the angelsand running the affairs of
the kingdom of God (1 Cor. 6:2-3; Rev. 2:26-27; Psa.149:6-9). Those who replace Satan will have
passed theteststhat hefailed. Perhapsthe ultimatetest will beon theissue of motivesand affections.
Men like Job and Abraham proved that God and the will of God were more important than the
blessings, the promises, the prestige, and the glory. You and | need to know upon what we have
centered our hearts! Are you serving God only if He meets certain “conditions’? Have you set
deadlines for God, or delivered ultimatumsto Him? If you are serving God only if he meets your
conditions, you are not going to defeat Satan. “We have come to do thy will O God.”
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Summary of Chapters1-2

¢ Job was “ perfect and upright.” Hewas living up to al the light God had given him.

¢ Hefeared the Lord. Thisfear isthe beginning of wisdom. Therefore, Job was a wise man.

¢ He had ten children—seven sons and three daughters.

+ Job prayed for his children every day. He was concerned even for their attitudes.

¢ Hewas very wealthy, yet he was also very humble.

< Job was the greatest man in his whole region. He had an outstanding reputation.

< Satan il has access to heaven, appearing among the “sons of God” on a certain day in heaven.

¢ God provoked Satan to jealousy when he brought up the subject of Job's greatness.

¢ God initiated the oncoming trial of Job.

¢ Satan charged that Job only served God for the benefits.

& Satan had tried to attack Job on previous occasions, but was hindered because of a*“hedge.”

¢ The Adversary said that if Job's blessings were removed, Job would curse God to his face.

¢ God gave Satan license to remove al Job's possessions and family, but he could not touch Job.

¢ The hedge was removed by God, not because of a negative confession by Job.

# Inone day, Satan destroyed everything Job owned.

¢ Job was the most righteous man in his generation, yet he experienced catastrophe.

& Satan was trying to exasperate Job by hitting him with everything at once.

+ Job had great peace. He shaved himself and fell down and worshipped.

+ Job's response of worship dealt a blow to Satan's charge that he would curse God.

+ Job did not sin with hislips. Most of the sins we commit are with the tongue.

¢ Theright responseto injury and loss saved Job's mental, emotional, and spiritual health.

& After passing the first test, Job was qualified for the second phase.

¢ Now Satan wanted to strike his body. Satan knows how dear a man's health is.

< Job still maintained his integrity, even after being struck from head to foot with sore boils.

¢ Job'swife could not handle the test. In hysteria, shetold Job to curse God and die. Job told his
wife to get under control, and to expect difficult times as well as good times from God's hand.

¢ Still Job did not sin with hislips. Thisis absolutely remarkable.

¢ Now Job isvisited by three close friends who are totally dumbfounded by histrial.

Except for chapters1-2, and the end of chapter 42, the Book of Job iswrittenin poetic
style. From this point on, the style becomes poetic until the end of the book.
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TRIAL BY THREE FRIENDS
Part Two—Chapters 3- 31

His Three Closest Friends Cometo Comfort Him

Their motivefor coming was good. They had sincere love and deep concern for Job (2:11-13). Job's
appearance was so terrible that he was scarcely recognizable (2:12). Job waslike the mutilated Man
of Sorrows prophesied by Isaiah (Isa. 52:14). Hisfriends had discipline enough not to say anything
for seven wholedays, but thenthey lost it (4:2). We should say aslittle as possibleto peoplewho are
in great pain. We should not ask them alot of questions (2:13), but pray softly!

JOB'SFIRST DISCOURSE
Chapter 3

Job was very depressed and wishes he had never never born. “ After this. . . Job opened his mouth”
(3:1). Now, after along restraint Job beginsto speak—Why? Why?Why? (3:11, 3:12, 3:20). Job is
asking, “Why Lord?" “Why is light and life given to the miserable and bitter in soul?” (3:20).
Truthfully, there is no other way to have life and light but by first being plummeted into the depths
of bitter and miserable experiences. Truth becomes alive and vivid after drinking deeply of the cup
of suffering. Of necessity, there cannot be truth in the inward parts, as David says in Psalm 51:6,
without thework of painful experiences. Trueministry, power, and authority come after experiencing
Job 3:20-24. Thisis the way to measure how much life and light we possess!

(3:25) “For thething which | greatly feared is come upon me...” Job knew beforehand that a severe
trial was coming, although God did not give him details (when, how, why, or how long). God knew
that he needed to be prepared for what was coming. God will give usforeknowledge if He knowswe
needit, or if itwill helpusthroughatrial. Inthiscase, Job needed to know! Attimesweneedto know
beforehand or we could be thrown into utter confusion and despair (cf. Jn.14:29).

FIRST REPLY OF ELIPHAZ
Chapters 4-5

After remaining silent for seven wholedays, thethreefriendslose control and beginto speak. “ Then
Eliphaz the Temanite answered and said, If we[venture or attempt] to communewith thee, wilt thou
be [offended]? but who can withhold himself from speaking?’ (4:1-2).

Eliphaz (one of Job's best friends) thinks Job was being judged for sin. Eliphaz was a man of
“principles,” but Bibleprinciplesonly work when they areappliedrightly. “ Youreap what you sow”
ishisreasoning (4:8). In Job's case, this was awrong application of truth and it hurt him deeply.

“Remember, | pray thee, who ever perished, being innocent? or where were the righteous cut off?’
(4:7). How feeble is the knowledge of Eliphaz! History is filled with examples of innocent and
righteous people who have suffered affliction and martyrdom. In 5:3-4, heimpliesthat Job's children
were killed as a result of God's judgment for his sin, but that if he would only repent and humble
himself, the Lord would have mercy upon him and restore blessing (5:8-27). In 5:5, Eliphaz suggests
that robbers took all his substance as God's judgment “upon a man who is silly and foolish.” Heis
applying all of theseillustrations to Job.
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Many of the verses in chapter 5 (and the other discourses of the three friends) are true
statements. God could even quicken them to you, and give you promisesfrom them. The
problem is that many of the verses that Eliphaz and his friends quoted to Job were not
suited for Job'ssituation. They were promises, exhortations, and spiritual truthsthat were
spoken out of season to Job. Isaiah 50:4 must become a reality to us! Let us learn to
speak aword in season to those who are weary.

Wrong Application of Truth

In 5:19-25, Eliphaz sermonizesto Job of God's ability to preserve the righteous during times of war
andfamine. “Heshall deliver theeinsix troubles: yea, in seventhereshall noevil touchthee. Infamine,
he shall redeem thee from death: and in war from the power of the sword. Thou shalt be hid from the
scourge of thetongue: neither shalt thou be afraid of destruction whenit cometh” (v19-22). Theseare
marvellous promises. God is ableto protect our children even during the times of coming tribulation
and trouble (v25). Y et these truths were not suitable for Job's situation. Job had just lost al of his
children and he had devastation on every hand.

“You reap what you sow” explained Eliphaz (4:8). Thisisatrue statement, and it is repeated by the
Apostle Paul in Galatians 6:7. But Eliphaz was making awrong application of truth here. He assumed
that Job had been planting evil and now he had come to harvest time. But there is something he was
omitting. The end of the story had not been told. A year later Job would be reaping a double portion.
What had Job been planting all of those years? He had sown mercy to the poor and afflicted, he had
been honest and upright in all his dealings with others. Job had an honorable reputation, even among
the unredeemed, and he had been a good father. Eliphaz was making a premature judgment of Job.

Eliphaz wasaman of “principles.” He placed everything in categories, and he wasforcing Job into
one of his categories. Job did not fit any mold, however. When God worksin the lives of hissaints,
thereisno rulebook. Each situationisunique. Job'strial wasunlikethat of anyoneelse. God did not
wishtospeak yet. It wasnot meant for Job to understand histrial at thistime. SometimesGodissilent.
If God had explained everything to Job and shown him the outcome of his trial, it could have
destroyed what God wasdoingin hislife. In somesituations, God does not wish to giveuslight (Isa.
50:10) and we haveto trust in His character. When we arein thefire, we can apply every theory and
principle in the book; but, in the final analysis, they just do not work. The only thingwecandois
cry out to God for hislife-sustaining grace, and that is precisely what God wants us to do.

What Could | Have Done Differently?

Job'strial would contradict and challenge the theol ogy of any era. Even good brethren looked at Job
narrowly and said—"Brother, your wifeisnot in order, your children have not had a good end, your
finances are adisaster, and everyoneis speaking against you.” Job cried out, “But what could | have
donedifferently?” Thesimpleanswer to that is—NOTHING. Sometimesthereisabsolutely nothing
we could have done to have averted our circumstances. It may be that God has simply lured us into
hisnet (Psa. 66:11, Lam.1:13, 3:7, Jer. 20:7) to refine usas silver, only to bring new blessings. When
Jacob sent Joseph to see his brethren, he was being lured into God's net (Gen. 37:13-18).
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JOB'SFIRST ANSWER
Chapters 6-7

In 6:1-3, Job complainsthat if hisgrief could be weighed in the balances, it would be heavier than
all the sand of the sea. Job begs for pity from hisfriends (6:14). He feels betrayed and deserted by
them. In effect, hewassaying: “Y ou are like afrozen brook. When things get hot, you melt and go
away” (6:15-17). Then he pleads with his brethren to show him what he has done wrong, saying,
“Cause me to understand wherein | have erred” (6:24).

“How forcible are right words, but what does your arguing reprove?’ (6:25). Right words are very
powerful. Argument never settles anything. Right words hit the center of the target, but argument is
only “hit and miss.” Job told the brethren that they had offered him no answers for his predicament
and that al their striving and trying to correct him had accomplished nothing.

Job probably was quite dramatic as he defended himself before them. “ Should you try to reprovethe
wordsof amanwhoisdesperate, which arelikewind?’ (6:26). Job wasin absoluteanguish. Histalk
must have been wild and rash. We should be gentle with people who are overwhelmed with grief.
How wouldwereact if wewerein Job'ssituation? But thebrethren, instead of being sensitiveto Job's
desperation, are feeling insulted, and the whole dialogue is starting to get out of control. Emotions
and spiritual pride are getting upset on all sides (cf. Prov.13:10).

“Monthsof Futile Suffering”

(7:3) “So am | madeto possess months of vanity, and wearisome nightsare appointed me.” Thetrial
has now run into months. Job could not sleep, his body and bones ached. His boils had putrefying
infection (7:5). Hewasan awful sight to behold, but deep humility was being worked out within him.
(In hospitals you lose all your dignity.) Are we able to have compassion on those who are lowest
down? Jesus could! Job was able to have feeling for others after being so low himself! How much
empathy do we have for others? How low have we been plunged?

“Mine Eye Shall No M ore See Good”

(7:7) “Mine eye shall no more see good.” Everything looked bleak! Job was so depressed that he
thought he would never be happy or prosperous again. He was very wrong! God had a marvellous
futureawaiting him at the end of histrial. Discouragement has a source. Discouragement istheresult
of believing what God is not saying about us or our situation. Therefore, we can overcome that dark
cloud of depression by rehearsing al the promises God has given us. We haveto fight the good fight
of faith when we arein atria (1 Tim. 6:12). Verses 11-21 are directed toward the Lord. Job was so
terrified from his nightmares that he preferred death rather than life (7:14,15).

“What isman, that thou shouldest ... visit him every morning, and try him every moment.” God has
set His heart upon man and is testing him every moment (Job 7:17-18; Psa.11:4). We are being
observed by God continually! Character is proven by our responses in times of pressure and pain.
Character isalwaysrelated to pain! Anyone can praisetheLord when lifeisflowing along smoothly
but what do we do when the heat is on? This determines whether or not we are a person of character!
Will welook to God for gracein our time of need, or will we becomebitter? God isearnestly looking
for a man or woman whose heart is perfect toward Him (2 Chron.16:9).
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“I Would Harden Myself in Sorrow”

Beforeweleave Job'sfirst rebuttle, | want to focus on one more thing Job said, because this particular
remark shows that his testimony is beginning to deteriorate. Job was trying to find comfort in his
misery by hardening hisheart. Thisis one of man's greatest tendencies but it can be fatal if it isnot
corrected. When we are hurting, we try to deaden the pain by hardening ourselves, but thisleadsto
the pit of despair. It feels good for atime but it is a false comfort, and it will lead to destruction.

Har dness of Heart—False Comfort

In6:10, Job said: “ Then should | yet havecomfort; yea, | would harden myself in sorrow.” Hardening
the heart is a wrong defense mechanism in man in an attempt to protect himself from hurt, and to
comfort himself in hissorrow. Thissamethought isfound in Genesis27:42 where Esau, to “comfort
himself” from hisinjury of losing the birthright, purposed in his heart to kill hisbrother Jacob. One
woman said, “It feels so good to hate my husband after all he hasdone.” To harden our heartswhen
we are hurt isanatural inclination of man, but it is not a spiritual inclination.

A Hardened Heart Ruins a Person

When the heart becomes hardened, it becomes insensitive to others and to God. Bitterness festers
and grows, then rebellion enters. People become reckless and careless, and if the heart continuesto
harden itself, it could even lead to suicide. Job was starting to become bitter, and fromthis point on
he is going to begin to point the finger at God and charge Himwith irresponsibility. Later, God is
going to reprove him for this. Not correcting God is the central theme of the book.

BILDAD'SFIRST DISCOURSE
Chapter 8

In 8:3, Bildad makes a correct statement about God but then suggestsin verse 4 that Job's children
died asaresult of their sins. “Job, IF you were righteous God would make you prosperous!” (8:6).
Inverse 13, helabels Job ahypocrite. Bildad quoted many proverbs and truismsto Job, but they were
not applicable to his situation, and it only made matters worse.

Many of Bildad's commentsto Job were true sayings, such as the statement found in 8:7. “ Though
thy beginningwassmall, yet thy |l atter end should greatly increase.” Theninverse20hesaid: “ Behold
God will not cast away aperfect man.” These and numerous other declarations made by the three
friendsaretrue enough but they were not relevant to Job's predicament. Even so, God could quicken
any of these verses and give them to us for direction, reproof, or promise.

A REMINDER: Everything Job'sfriends say will fall into one of three categories. Try to discern,
by God's grace, into which category each remark should fit.

m Somethingsthey say areright.
m Somethings they say are wrong. [Some are very wrong.]
m Somethings they say are not appropriate for Job's situation, although they are true statements.
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JOB'S SECOND ANSWER
Chapters 9-10

In his second reply Job was beginning to depart from the anointing by attacking God's character.
Monthshavedragged on sincethetrial began and he hasmanaged to keep hisspirit under control. Now
discouragement and hardness have set in and he begins to charge the Lord with irresponsibility.

“ He multiplieth my wounds without cause” (9:17).

“ He destroyeth the blamel ess and the wicked” (9:22).

“If the scourge slay suddenly, He will laugh at the calamity of the innocent” (9:23).

Job was allowing everything he wasfeeling to comeout! 1t wasobviousto hisfriendsthat what Job
was now saying about God wasvery wrong. However, they did not have the solution to hissituation.
Their diagnosis and attitudes had not been right, and they had misjudged Job in his circumstances.
They had closed Job's heart to the point that helooked upon them asenemies. Now hewasincapable
of receiving any more of their advice.

The Answer isNear Us—It isin Our Own Mouths

In 9:4, Job said: “Who hath hardened himself against him, and hath prospered?’ Job did not realize
that what he had just said was awarning for himself. Job did not recognize that he was hardening his
heart against God and the Holy Spirit wastrying to caution him. Usually the Scriptures we love most
are warningsto us. We should pay particular attention to what proceeds from our own lips when we
preach, pray, or prophesy. The Spirit is seeking to tell us something about ourselves.

In 9:20, once again we see that the answer to Job's need was in his own mouth, still he could not
perceiveit. Hesad: “If | justify myself, mine own mouth shall condemn me: if | say | am perfect,
it shall aso prove me perverse.” Job's problem during histrial wasthat he found no fault in himself,
but hedidfindfault with God. In doing so, hewasmaking himself morerighteousthan God. Heended
up justifying himself, and condemning God (cf. Job 32:2, 35:2). Thus, we see the problem of
blindness, even in the choicest of saints.

Job Complains—God isNot a Man and Does Not Under stand

Job complained that God is not aman as he, and wishes for a“ daysman” (9:32-33). A daysmanis
arefereeor mediator. Job wanted amediator between himself and God, someone made of the same
clay. Job was saying, “God isnot aman as| am and He does not understand how | feel!” Of course,
thisis acommon complaint of mankind in general. Therefore, God granted him his request alittle
later on when He anointed Elihu, afourth man, to speak to him. (Elihu was present among the three
friendsand Job, but el ectedtoremain silent. Hewaswaitingfor God'stime.) L ater hecomesintoview
in chapters 32-37. In 33:6, Elihu spoke up and said to Job, “1 am the mediator you requested! | also
am made out of the same thing you are. And now | will speak to you on God's behalf.”

Later in history, God did become aman! “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” Christ
experienced temptation in every way man does. Never again can it be said that God does not
understand man. The incarnation allowed God to be made of the same substance as ourselves.
Therefore, God was once a teenager. He was concelved out of wedlock, for Joseph and Mary were
only engaged at that time. Man can never say that God does not understand! God became one of us
in every respect! Today Heisstill aman, and Hewill beaman for all eternity (1 Tim. 2:5; 3:16).
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God Cannot Explain Now

In 10:2, Job asks God, “Why are you contending with me?’ [Lord, what have | done wrong; what
do you want meto do?]. But God remained silent. How the Lord longed to speak. Y et of necessity,
He knew He must wait! Sometimes if God explained what He was doing and what He was getting
at, itwouldinjureusand disrupt thework Heisdoinginour lives. It takesgreat character and restraint
on God's part not to speak. God has aprecise time to speak to us (Ecc. 3.7). Thereisaso atime not
to speak! God'swisdom keeps usin the furnace for exactly the right amount of time (Mal. 3:3). He
controlsthe refinersfire. Our faith isbeing purified as silver and gold (cf. 1 Pet.1:7; Jas.1:3).

God Suffers M ost

“Inall their affliction Hewasafflicted” (Isa. 63:9). Whenwe suffer, God isalso suffering. Thistruth
isoften overlooked. During thetrial God was suffering too. It was painful for God to stand by silently
while one of Hisfinest servants endured the furnace of affliction. Although God was a so suffering,
He delayed the answer in His wisdom. God had to perform important eternal redemptive workings
in Job's heart. Therefore, He waited in love (Isa. 30:18).

WE SUFFER MOST IN A TRIAL WHEN:

¢ Godissilent.

¢ Friends misunderstand.

¢ We have the pressure of an unsure outcome.
¢ Physical and mental stresses wear us down.

ZOPHAR'S FIRST DISCOURSE
Chapter 11

Now Zophar speaks and is very abrasive. “ Should a man full of talk be [vindicated]? Should thy
[babble] make men hold their peace? And when thou mockest, shall no man make thee ashamed?’
(11:2-3). Every one of ushasdealt harshly with others, especially when we could not perceive what
they were up against or what they were feeling. If we could see the evil powers that are arrayed
against people, we would be much more merciful. Certainly, Job had been erring foolishly with his
tongue, but the brethren did not answer him discreetly, nor did they have the answers he needed!
In spite of the blunders of Job'sfriends, God was using their ignorance and accusations to provoke
aproblem in Job, and bring it to the surface. Then God could deal with Job's problem.

(11:6) “Know therefore that God exacteth of thee less than thine iniquity deserveth.” (Job, you
deserve even more judgment than this. Y our punishment islenient.) Thiswas a serious charge that
Zophar was making against Job. Zophar is assuming to be God's representative and is speaking
wrongly on behalf of God.

Godhad said, “ Job isperfect and upright, onethat feared God and shunned evil.” In11:13-20, Zophar
echoes the same views as the other two friends—that if Job would repent, God would have mercy
and restore him to blessing. The three brethren have degenerated from being reproversto revilers.
Scripturetellsusto “reprove, rebuke, and exhort with all longsuffering” (2 Tim. 4:2). But thebrethren
had lost control and were now reviling. How easy it isto resort to this!
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DIFFERENTIATING BETWEEN REPROVING AND REVILING

Reproving versus Reviling
REPROVE—To tell someone his fault. REVILE—To reproach, denounce, to insult
To admonish, to convince one of hiserror, to taunt, to chide. To speak evil of, to vilify,
to give evidence, to convict. to be abusive.
EXHORT—To beg, to urge, to encourage, RAIL—To vilify, speak irreverently of, to
to request, to ask, to appeal to, to console, defame, to speak evil.
to cheer up, to call to one's side and urge
to pursue a course of action.
From Basic Youth Conflicts

(11:6) Zophar'sremarks are very scathing. He said that Job had received alight sentence for al his
sins. This was cruel and uncalled for, and he is reviling Job. Instead of convincing Job, he is
condemning him. Herein we see the difference between areprover and areviler. Later, the three
friends were rebuked by the fourth man, Elihu (cf. Job 32:3,12).

Sometimes Christians are unwise by the manner in which they take a stand against evil. | believeit
isamistake for the Church to copy the ways of the world when it speaks out against the evils of the
day. Protests, marches, and civil disobedience are not God'sway. Even Jesus did not demonstrate
in the streets (Isa. 42:2). God has called the Church to be the head, not the tail (Deut. 28:13). The
Church should be the leader, not the follower.

In addition to copying the tactics of the world, the Church is also on the enemy's home turf when it
takesto the streets. God never told the Church to correct the world. Judgment must first begin at the
house of God. God will deal with theworld when the Churchisin order (2 Cor. 10:6; 1 Cor. 5:12,13).
When the Church comes into order, God will again make her the head and not the tail.

JOB'STHIRD ANSWER
Chapters12- 14

In 12:2, Job becomes sarcastic—“When you die, wisdom will die, for you have all the answers”
[paraphrase]. He was also troubled with self-doubt—*1 am not inferior to you” (12:3). Job is
becoming more and more defensive. All of Job's remaining pride and self-life was being devoured
in the furnace of affliction.

Job'stria iscalled acaptivity (42:10). Job said; “ He shutteth up aman, and there can be no opening”
(12:14). When God shutsaman up in atrial, no one can get him out until God's appointed time of
release. | want to repeat this—there are times when the deliverance minister or evangelist cannot
release a person from a bondage or a situation because God has an appointed time for the
deliverance.
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Jeremiah Had “Job's’ Experience
(Lamentations Chapter 3)

God leads His people into dark experiences at times to do something very specia in their hearts.
Afterwards, Heleadsthem out againinto thelight (Mic. 7:8). Jeremiah atteststo thisin Lamentations:
“ He hath set me in dark places’ (Lam. 3:6, cf. Isa. 50:10).

“ He hath hedged me about that | cannot get out; he hath made my chain heavy” (Lam. 3:7).
“When | cry and shout he shutteth out my prayer” (Lam. 3:8). Dark experiences are not necessarily
because of anything we have donewrong. They are ordained of God (Isa. 42:16; Job 23:14) and their
purposeisto bring usinto new blessings. God will surely bring usinto anew day (Psa. 30:5,11).

Could We Handle Full Liberty Today?

God doesnot deliver usfromall our problemsimmediately. Thisisfor our safety. Hepurposely leaves
certain problemsin our livesfor atimeto act asrestraintsuntil we are ableto useliberty responsibly.
Liberty is dangerous if we are not ready for it. Freedom could easily ruin us. God removes our
problems and difficulties (one by one) as we are able to handle liberty in a mature way (Gal. 5:13).
Liberty will beused for thefleshif weare not deeply consecrated to God. Today, Americahas abused
liberty and freedom, and usesit for the flesh.

It isthe Lord's mercy to us that He does not deliver us from every problem at once. God allowed
Saul to chase David for anumber of years. David was under pressurefor so long that at one point he
said: “ | shall now perish one day by the hand of Saul” (1 Sam. 27:1). David felt overwhelmed. He
was tempted to think that at any moment he would surely succumb to the pressures he was feeling.
God was using a problem, a pressure, a thorn, to work out something special in David. When that
work was accomplished in David's heart (humility, brokenness, dependence on God), God removed
the problem (Saul). God deals with our “enemy” after something changesin our heart (Prov.16:7.)

If God gave you your desired miracle today, would it draw you closer to Him, or would it take you
away from Him? What would you do if God delivered you instantly from every nagging problem
inyour liferight now? What if the Lord removed every restraint from your life today?

Suppose you had all the money you wanted and all the control you wanted, with no one to be
accountable to and no one to question you? And suppose you had no problems with your health?
Would you continue to depend on God and walk humbly with God? Would you stay on course and
continue to seek God earnestly? No! Probably none of uswould! What brought us to God in the
first place? Usually it wasaproblem—sickness, |oneliness, emptiness, marital problems, and adeep
sense of guilt. Knowing these things, we ought to entrust our livesinto the hands of afaithful God
and believe that He will deliver us from all our difficulties in His time and in His way. God has
promised to drive out all of our enemies* little by little” (Ex. 23:30).

“Physicians of No Value’

(13:4).” Physicians of no value.” Job was saying, “Y ou do not have the remedy for my troubles.”
There was a lot of name calling being exchanged by all parties. In verse 4, Job said to his
friends:” Ye are forgersof lies.” Then Job told his friends that wisdom for them would be to say
nothing at all (13:5).
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(23:7). “Will you speak wickedly for God, and talk deceitfully for him?’ Most of the exhortations
and counsel the three friends presented to Job was not prompted by the Spirit of the Lord, and God
was displeased. They were not authorized by God to say these things. They spoke presumptuously
in God'snameand misrepresented Him. God had el ected to be silent during Job'strial, and when God
is silent, man should be silent. Later, Elihu rebuked them, as also did the Lord (see 32:3; 42:7-8).

It is interesting to note that all the sins that are committed in the Book of Job are sins of
the tongue. Sins of the tongue are just as serious as sins committed by act or deed, but most
people are not really convinced of this fact. The Book of Job is a book that emphasizes
the seriousness of what we utter (Mt.12:37; Prov.18:21).

Job Shows Some Defiance

(13:15). “Though he would slay me, yet | will wait for Him. | will maintain and argue and defend
my waysbeforeHim, evento Hisface” (AMP, NIV). Jobisactually defending himself in God'sface.
Job was saying in effect, “1 have done nothing wrong! God has not been fair in the way He has dealt
with me, and | will defend my waysright to Hisface.” Here, in acapsule form, isthe problem—
Job had not been committing any evil in hislife so as to procure al his misfortune as his friends
suggested. Yet, in histrial he began to attack the Lord'sintegrity. While finding fault with God, he
found nonewith himself. Thus, he made himself morerighteousthan God, and thisiswhereheerred!

Further Accusations Against God

(13:24-27). These complaintsare accusationsagainst God. Elihuwas present and heard these. L ater,
Elihu cites these bitter remarks and tells Job: “In thisthou art not just” (33:8-12).

Man's Glory Fades Like a Flower

(14:2). Looking at hisdeplorable condition, Job declares, “Manislike aflower that withers.” Truly
this had been his experience! (cf. Isa. 40:6-8). Job had been stripped of all hisglory and reputation.
Hewaslike aflower that had withered. Severetrialsarefor the purpose of leaving anindelible mark
of humility upon us (Psa. 39:11). This humility will bring usto exaltation (1 Pet. 5:6). Thisgivesus
reason to rejoice in our times of trouble (Jas.1:2-4).

SECOND DISCOURSE OF ELIPHAZ
Chapter 15

(15:5). “Thou choosest the tongue of the crafty.” Herewe have another exchange of accusation and
name calling. Eliphaz hasfelt insulted. Thus, heis getting back at Job. His pride was upset because
Job had not accepted his philosophy and counsel. By this time the three friends had long forgotten
theoriginal purposefor visiting Job, which wasto help and comfort him. Now they havetaken sides.
Here againis hurt pride, “Dost thou restrain wisdom to thyself? What knowest thou that we know
not?’ (15:8-9). Not only was every one's spiritual pride upset, tempers were flaring too!
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Pride—The Cause of Argument and Debate

The Book of Job is about arguments and sins committed by the tongue of the redeemed. Argument
isrootedin pride. “ Only by pride cometh contention” (Prov.13:10). InRomans12:3, weareexhorted
“not to think more highly of ourselvesthan we ought.” Thisisthe reason for all arguments—people
havetoo high an opinion of themselves. Therefore, when they offer their adviceand it isnot accepted,
they feel insulted and retaliate. “What knowest thou, that we know not? what understandest thou,
which isnot in us?’ (15:9).

The three friends had an abundance of intellectual and spiritua pride; therefore, they became very
upset when their counsel was not received. Thisis an age-old problem with man—the need for true
humility! Men and women who possess genuine humility of mind and heart are not insulted and hurt
when their advice is not appreciated or received.

Old Age—Not Necessarily a Sign of Wisdom

(15:10). “With us are both the grayheaded and very aged men, much elder than thy father.” These
brethren were much older than Job, even older than Job's father. Eliphaz claimsthat because of their
age and experience, they had the answers and that Job should be listening to their counsel.
Unfortunately, old age does not guarantee anyone wisdom (32:5-9). Sometimes older people have
never learned their lessonsin life. God can train anyone at any age, and give him atrue ministry.

Then Eliphaz speaks correctly. He exhorts Job not to let his heart run away with him. Hewarns: “Do
not turn your spirit against God and let such words go out of thy mouth” (15:12,13). Job's passions
were running wild and he was blurting out everything he was feeling. Difficult trials bring out the
worstinus. Y et trial sare necessary because they bring thingsto the surface so that we may facethem.
However, even when God clearly confronts people, often they refuse to face the issues.

JOB'S FOURTH ANSWER
Chapters 16- 17

Power of the Tongue

(16:1-2). Job scoffs—" Miserablecomfortersareyeall.” If | wereinyour placeandyouwereinmine
“ 1 would strengthen you with my mouth” (16:4-5). The mouth can build up or tear down (19:2; 4:4).
Thereistremendous power inthetongue. Thetongueishby far the most powerful member of our body
because spiritual forces are released from the mouth (cf. Jas. 3:1-12).

Job Continuesto Sin With HisLips

(16:9). “ He teareth me in His wrath, Who hateth me. He gnasheth upon me with His teeth; mine
Enemy sharpeneth His eyes upon me.” Now Job is growing very indignant against the Lord. This
isthe only real blemish in Job'slife. He is accusing God of hating him and being his enemy. Heis
charging God with having hatred in His heart, and of being hard and cruel. We should take heed to
ourselvesnot toresort tothiswhen weareunder pressure, becauseat timeswewill betempted to utter
unwisely everything we are feeling. Remember—God is suffering with us. At the beginning of his
trial, Job did not sin with hislips or charge God foolishly. Now he is sinning with hislips.
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Job Was Not Backslidden

Job'stestimony has deteriorated to some degree asthetrial haslengthened into long months. At first
Job did not sin with hislips or charge God foolishly (1:22, 2:10), but now heissinning with hislips
and heis charging God foolishly. Even so, heisnot cursing God or renouncing his faith as Satan
said hewould. Jobisdepressed. Some of hiswordsare very unspiritual, but heisnot cursing God.
Do not label Job a backdider. Others who have had to suffer in the crucible have been labeled
“backslidden” by some today, but this reflects spiritual shallowness. One pastor taught that if you
were sick, you were unspiritual and had no faith ... until he got sick and had to see a doctor.

(17:6). Job feelsthat God has made him abyword. | believewith all my heart that theLordiswilling
to sacrifice our reputation and everything else we have in order to do an eternal redeeming work in
our hearts. Then God recompenses us lavishly in the end, as He says by the prophet Joel: “ He will
restore unto you the years’” which have been devoured by the devourers (Joel 2:25).

(17:11). "My days are past, my purposes are broken.” Job never expected to see good again. He
believed he was going to an early grave (17:11-16). Dark clouds of depression are like that!
Everything seemshopeless. But when God shinesthrough thedark cloudswith theraysof Hisglory,
oh how our outlook can change. When God turned Job's captivity, it was asthough a bad nightmare
had vanished. After this, he lived an additional 140 years—in peace, prosperity, and honor.

BILDAD'S SECOND DISCOURSE
Chapter 18

(18:3). Bildad was vindictive. He was insulted and offended, and he lets it be known: “Wherefore
are we counted as beasts, and reputed vile in your sight?’ Then in the remainder of his discourse,
he speaks of the judgments that come upon the wicked; and, of course he is applying them to Job.

(18:4). “ He teareth himself in hisanger.” Despondent and dejected by his circumstances and the
insensitivity of hisbrethren, Job seemed almost violent and raving as he attempted to state his case.
Remember 6:26. Try to be a good listener. Help the one in affliction to be cam. Hysteria must be
conquered before a person can have faith. Everyone must learn to rule his spirit (Prov.16:32).

JOB'S FIFTH ANSWER
Chapter 19

(19:1-2). “ How long will you vex my soul, and break mein pieceswithwords.” Wordsare powerful!
Words are spirit (not just vocal sounds) and they affect our spirit. Many of the problems and
complexeswe battle against go back to wrong wordsthat were planted in our mindsmany yearsago.

(19:3). “ These ten times have ye reproached me.” On ten separate occasions, Job's friends had
misudged and condemned him. Ten is the number of trial. God was using the faults and
incompetency of these brethren to get at something in Job. God was still choosing to be silent. Itis
God's silence that is the most painful aspect of any trial (19:7).

(19:8-12). Job recounts all that God had done to him. His family and friends had turned against him
(19:13-19). He pleads for mercy from the brethren and longs to be understood, but is not (19:21).
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Though Silent God is Present

(19:23-24). Job wishes that his words were recorded and printed in a book! (God gave him his
request; we have the book of Job). Although God was silent, He was ever present with Job in the
furnace of affliction, and waslistening carefully to every word. Later, God rebuked both Job and the
three friends for their maligning words. It isa comfort to know that the Lord is with us during our
trials, even when He chooses to remain silent.

Job'sVision of the Second Coming, Resurrection, and Millennium

(29:25-27). “ For | know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the
earth: And though after my skin wormsdestroy thisbody, yet in my flesh shall | see God: Whom| shall
seefor myself, and mine eye shall behold, and not another, though my reins be consumed within me.”

After al that Job had been through, thefire of faith still burned strongly in his heart. Before the onset
of histrial, Job had received personal promises from God which urged him to live circumspectly.
Job had been given aglimpse of eternity. He saw himself clothed with a glorious resurrected body
in the Millennial age—and he saw His Redeemer, the Lord Jesus Christ, standing on the earth.

Job had a sense of destiny because of the promises he had received from God and because he saw
eternity. Job understood by revel ation that he was going to be resurrected to reign with Christinthe
Millennium. What was the purpose of his trial >—Job was going through his own “great tribul ation”
in order to be purified and made ready to rule and reign with Christ in the Millennium. Therefore,
Job is sometimes called the Millennium saint.

Job—A Type of the Church in Tribulation

Job isatype of the last-day Church. The end-time Church must pass through the great tribulation
in order to wash her robes and make them white in the blood of the Lamb (cf. Rev. 7:14). Itisin
tribulation that patienceis made perfect (Rev.13:10; 14:12; Jas.1:2-4; 5:11, Rom. 5:3). The Church
that has “made herself ready” and been “arrayed in fine linen” is the Church that has just come out
of great tribulation (Rev.19:7-8).

Not every Christian will participate in the first resurrection. Not every believer will ruleand reign
with Christ in the Millennium. God is not going to give the throne of rulership to spiritual infants or
to those who have not submitted to Hisrefining fires (Heb.12:5-8). The throneis only for men and
women who have overcome. “If we suffer with him, we shall also reign with him” (2 Tim. 2:12).
All of the promises of God have conditions (Heb.10:36; Rev. 21:7) and thisis often not understood.

I mportance of Vision

It is so important to understand what we are pressing toward and to set our eyes on the mark. What
isthe goal and what is the prize of the high calling of God? It isto have a better resurrection and
to make it into the Millennium (Phil. 3:10-14; Rev. 20:6; Heb.11:35). People who lack real vision
have no sense of destiny and they dwell carelessly (Prov. 29:18). We should ask God for avision
of the prize that is set before us. When we see the prize, the price will seem very small!
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ZOPHAR'S SECOND DI SCOURSE
Chapter 20

(20:3). Zophar isvery vindictivetoo. Healso hasfelt insulted. “ | havefelt the check of my reproach.”
“The spirit of my understanding causeth me to answer.” That is exactly how they spoke—with the
spirit of their own understanding. He accuses Job of being ahypocrite: “ Thetriumphing of thewicked
isshort, andthejoy of thehhypocrite but for amoment” (20:5). Aboveall, heassertsthat Job'scalamity
was “the portion of awicked man from God, the heritage appointed unto him by God” (20:27-29).

JOB'SSIXTH ANSWER
Chapter 21

Job argues that sometimes the wicked prosper in this short life on earth. His appraisal is correct.
Many of theversesin 21:7-25 contradict today'stheology. Therearetimeswhen therighteoussuffer
greatly, and other times when the wicked prosper in this life. Call to mind the difficulties devout
Christiansin Siberiaand China have endured. Consider others in concentration camps and prisons
in other parts of the world where Christianity ishated. If our theology istrue, it will work anywhere
on earth. Some of the finest “gold” on earth comes forth from places of persecution and trouble—
(e. g. - Corrie Ten Boom, Watchman Nee).

Prosperity Can Bea Curse

There are times when prosperity can actually be a curse. Prosperity can make people forget God
(Deut. 6:10-12; 8:7-14). “Therefore they say unto God, Depart from us; for we desire not the
knowledge of thy ways. What isthe Almighty, that we should serve him? and what profit should we
have, if we pray unto him (Job 21:14-15). Job sumsit up well in 21:23-25 saying, “ Onedieth in full
strength being wholly at ease and quiet ... another dieth in bitterness of soul and never eateth with
pleasure.” One wicked person has great prosperity. Another wicked person has one woe after
another. Some of the wicked are as happy as can be and seem to get away with murder.

A man's spirituality cannot be measured by material prosperity. Remember the account of therich
man and Lazarus (Lk.16:19-31). Lazarus had a miserable life on earth. He was poor, sick,
undernourished, and an outcast in society. Y et he had made the Lord his refuge and now he enjoys
everlasting life. Therich man had everything amortal could want inlife, but hefelt no need for God.
Hedied in hissinsand is now suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.

When God Has“ Given Up” On People, He Ceasesto Correct Them

It isnot ablessing when everything always goes our way. We should thank God when He shutsadoor
or upsets our plans! One man said, “Every door that God has shut for me was only a prison door
anyway!” In other words, if he had succeeded in getting what he pursued, he would have regretted
being locked into it and wanted to escape. God a one knows what will make us happy; we do not!
Do not become bitter against God if He does not allow you to take a certain path! Whom the Lord
loves He chastens, corrects, and disciplines (see Job 5:17; Prov. 3:11-12; Heb.12:5-7; Rev. 3:19).
When God ceasesto correct a person, it means that He has given up on him. When He continuesto
rebukeus, itisasignthat Hestill cares. Therod of God isnot upon those whom God does not love
(Job 21:9). The Lord allows some people to go their own way and does not correct them.
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To betransformed from the person we are requires new and unfamiliar circumstances. Change often
involves pain. Thisisthe reason people resist change. We would rather be comfortable and secure.
In our natural selves, we do not liketo live by faith. We want to know beforehand how everything is
going to work out! Wewant everything explained to usfirst! We prefer something that isvisibleand
tangible. But faith requires a step into the unknown. In actuality, the life of faith is the most secure
way to live because when you obey the Lord, He takes care of you!

THIRD DISCOURSE OF ELIPHAZ
Chapter 22

(22:3). Eliphaz speaks erroneously for God—" Is it any pleasure to the Almighty that thou art
righteous? Or isit gain to himthat thou makest thy ways perfect?” Obviously God takes pleasure
inthosewho areupright (Psa.11:7). Then hegoesmuchtoofar in 22:5-10, defaming Job'scharacter.

(22:5). " Arenot thineiniquitiesinfinite!” [Job, your sinsare so many they are beyond numbering].
Onceagain, Eliphazisreviling Job rather than reproving him. God had previously said that therewas
no one on earth more righteous than Job. The counseling session has become a battlefield, and the
participants are bludgeoning each other.

(22:22-30). Job is again exhorted to turn back to God. Hisfriends assure him that if he will repent,
then God will restore mercy and blessing. However, they are failing to touch the crux of the matter.

JOB'SSEVENTH ANSWER
Chapters 23-24

Job Says—*“ God Would Take My Side’

(23:3-7). “ O that | knew where | might find him! that | might come even to his seat! | would order
my cause before him, and fill my mouth with arguments. | would know the words which he would
answer me, and understand what he would say unto me. Will he plead against me with his great
power ? No; but he would put strength in me. There the righteous might dispute with him; so should
| be [acquitted] forever [by] my judge.”

Job longed for afair hearing before God. He wanted to present his case to God, and he believed that
God would rulein his favor. Job believed he knew how God would respond to him, but Job wasin
for the shock of hislife. When God finally did come on the scene in chapters 38-42, it was nothing
at al as he expected. God came with a stern rebuke. Here is the whole problem of mankind—man
thinks he knows what he needs, but man is very mistaken.

We Do Not Know What We Need

What we need to hear, and what we think we need to hear are two different things. Job knew that he
had not committed any sinsthat warranted his catastrophe. He knew that hisfriends had misjudged
him, and hewaslooking for vindication from God. However, hewasstill missing the point. Job had
been criticizing the Most High! He had condemned God and said that He had perverted justice. Y et
Job found no fault with himself. Thiswashiserror. Job wasblindto hisproblem. Therefore, God was
prolonging histrial so that his problem would keep coming out of his mouth until he could seeit.
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When | was a teenager | suffered from a herniated a disc in my lower spine. This injury caused
excruciating pain to run down the right leg, since the bulging disc was pushing against nerve roots
goingdownthelegs. Atfirst| did not know what waswrong. The pain went eventothetoes. | thought
| had aleg problem but it all started inthelower spine. Amazingly, there waslittle pain in the spine.
Can you imagine my surprise when | was told that a pain in my foot came from my lower back.

The lesson that | learned as a seventeen year old has stayed with me to this very day. It carries a
profound message. We know where we are hurting, but often we do not know the source of the
problem. Diagnosisisdifficult. When | wastold that my problem stemmed from something else, |
was quite upset. Job was expecting God to say one thing, but instead the Lord came from an entirely
different direction and Job was stunned. We think we know what we need, and we think we know
what God would say—but God sees our situation very differently (Isa. 55:8,9).

Another Declaration of Faith—"1 Shall Come Forth as Gold”

23:10isaclassic verse: “ He knoweth the way that | take; when he hath tried me | shall come forth
asgold.” Faithwasburningin Job'sheart. Here hewas, amass of boils. Y oung peoplekicked him;
others would laugh at him and mock him. Job was a helpless wreck of humanity that everybody
despised. Y etinthemidst of all thishehad thisdeclaration of faith—" God isgoingto bring meforth
aspure gold.” He understood that he was being refined as gold of any remaining mixture during
hisfiery trial. God was preparing Job to reign with Him forever (19:25-27).

(23:12). “ | have esteemed the wor ds of his mouth mor e than my necessary food.” Job loved the Word
of God and the voice of God (cf. Jer.15:16). Thiswas moreimportant to him even than natural food.
His hunger and thirst was for righteousness more than for food (Mt. 5:6). He had abstained from
worldly appetites and the lusts of the flesh in order that his spiritual appetite would be keen for the
Word of God. Job was aman of prayer and fasting. He spent much of histime and life seeking God.

(23:13-14, cf. 3:25). “ For he performeth the thing that is appointed for me.” Thisisfurther evidence
that Job knew beforehand that atrial wascoming. Job understood that the Lord had ordained thistrial
and that it was a path he had to tread. Thus, it is God who foreordains our every trial and blessing.

(23:16). “ For God maketh my heart soft.” Trias are for the purpose of making men and women
more mellow. Suffering takes away harshness! When we have not suffered enough, our ability to
understand is shallow, and we are insensitive to the anguish of others.

In chapter 24, Job speaks of the ways of the wicked. He is saying that the wicked seemto get away
with everything, but ultimately they will come to nothing and be judged (24:23-24). His evaluation
is correct!

BILDAD'S THIRD ANSWER
Chapter 25

Bildad speaksin generalities. Hisremarks are just afew sententious sayings. They aretrue enough,
but irrelevant to Job's need. He emphasizesthe holiness of God and the unclean state of man, but still
does not pinpoint Job's problem.
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JOB'SEIGHTH ANSWER
Chapters 26-31

(26:1-4). In these verses Job tells Bildad that his counsel has accomplished nothing. Verses 5-14
indicate their knowledge and understanding of creation. They had extraordinary knowledge!

(26:14). “ These are parts of hisways; but how little a portion is heard of Him.” Job says that our
understanding of the ways of God isvery limited. At the same time Job had been criticizing God's
wisdom. In doing so, hewas making himself wiser than God. Tofind fault with Godisto say that you
know more than God, and that you can manage things better. It is amazing that a person can quote
Scripturesand still have noideathat those very verses apply to needsin himself morethaninanyone
else. Job's answer was in his own mouth, yet he could not hear or perceiveit.

Closingin on Job's Problem

(27:1-4). “AsGaod liveth, who hath taken away my [justice]; and the Almighty, who hath vexed my
soul; All thewhilemy breathisin me, and the Spirit of God isin my nostrils; My lipsshall not speak
wickedness, nor my tongue utter deceit.” Now we are closing in on the root of Job's problem. He
finds fault with God but none with himself. He condemns God but justifies himself, putting his
righteousness and wisdom above God's. Job had just contradicted himself. In one breath he
condemns the Lord and in the next breath he says he will never sin with hislips.

* Putting God Down — 27:2 * As God liveth who hath taken away my justice and vexed my soul.”
e Lifting Up Himself — 27:3,4 " My lips shall not speak wickedness, nor my tongue deceit.”

(27:5-6). “Til I diel will not remove mineintegrity from me. My righteousness | hold fast, and will
not let it go; my heart shall not reproachmesolong asl live.” Job findsno faultin himself, but finds
fault with God. He was ready to defend his position, even unto death. Job is being very obstinate.
During my years of dealing with people, | have been amazed to see men broken in health, brokenin
finance, broken in marriage, and broken in reputation—abut not broken in spirit.

Elihu, (thesilent listener and onlooker) borewitness as Job and thethreefriendsargued on, each one
explaining the ways of God from “superior insight.” God was preparing Elihu to speak. In the
remainder of chapter 27, Job continues to defend himself.

Self-Righteousness—An I dol

Job had made anidol of his righteousness. Was he righteous? Y es! Even God said he was righteous.
But when he found fault with God and none with himself, he was self-righteous. Self-righteousness
is unrighteousness. Observe how many times he says* my righteousness,” not God's' Remember, if
man possesses any goodness at al, it is because God imparted it to him. Righteousness does not
originatein man. God al one broke the bondages of our sins. His attitude should have been something
like this—"Lord, any righteousness | possess came from you! | have tried (by your grace) to be
righteous and holy, but please show mewheream | till blind and what am | yet lacking”. 1t would
be good to memorize the following Scriptures. (Isa. 54:17; 64:6; Rev. 15:4; Dan. 9:7; Phil. 3:9).
“ Lord, righteousness belongeth unto thee.”
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Job's Discour se on Wisdom
Chapter 28

This chapter records Job's great discourse on wisdom. Job had received an impartation of wisdom by
living in God's presence. Man cannot find true wisdom becauseit is hidden (1 Cor. 2:7-8). All of the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidden in Christ. Man searches everywhere for wisdom and
the true meaning of life, but he is unable to find it without first honoring the One from whom all
wisdom comes. Christ Himself iswisdom (1 Cor.1:30; Col. 2:3). If we know Christ intimately, we
will understand life because He created life. (Verses 12, 20, and 28 are key verses for the chapter).

(28:12).“ Whereshall wisdombefound?” Verse28givesus theanswer: “ Beholdthefear of theLord,
that iswisdom, and to depart fromevil isunderstanding.” Reverencefor God and obedienceto his
law isthekey to having wisdom. Disobedience and rejection of thetruth snuffsout thelight in man.
Paul says® their foolish heart wasdarkened” (Rom.1:21-22; Mt. 6:23). Wisdom and understanding
are God's gifts to the righteous, but God deprives the wicked of understanding (see Deut. 4:1-6;
Dan.12:10). Real wisdom answers al the dilemmas of the heart!

Thevulture'seyesight is very sharp but he cannot see the path of wisdom (28:7). Wisdom is hidden
from every living creature (28:13-14). Destruction and death are evil spirits. They know the fame of
wisdom, and they fear wisdom (28:22). Wisdom delivers men from death and destruction. Job,
with al of hisinsight on wisdom, still had areas in hislife where wisdom was not reigning.

Job Reminisces Over His Past Glory
Chapter 29

(29:2). “ Oh that | were asin months past, asin the days when God preserved me.” Job reminisces
over his past life, his righteous deeds, and the honor he had before the trial. He wishes he could go
back intime and just stay there. Heis saying, “L ook where | used to be, and now look where | have
fallen.” When we are in adark trial our minds often revert to happier times.

(29:3) - God waswith methen, Hisglory wasupon me. | knew His secrets (29:4). My children were
gathered around me and wewere so happy (v5). Dignitariesrespected me (29:6-11). | wasgenerous
tothepoor; | defendedthehelpless. (29:12-17). My presencewasrevered by everyone. My opinions
and my counsel were much sought after (29:18-25). Job had been a very mighty man.

Job Compares HisPast Glory With His Present State
Chapter 30

(30:1). “ But now they that are younger than | have me in derision.” Job compares his present
deplorable state with hispast glory. “ They abhor me, they flee far from me, and spare not to spitin
my face” (30:10). Not only was Job on trial, everyonewasontrial! The people downtown hated
him and spoke against him. His bones ached and he could not sleep (30:17). Hisboilswere running
with pus so that his clothes were sticking fast to his skin (30:18). Job cried, “ God does not hear me
or regard me. He has become cruel to me” (30:20-21). Job had wept for others when they werein
trouble, and had shown pity to the poor. But he thought, “What good did it do me? Look at my
reward!” “ When| looked for good, evil came” (30:25-26). Hewasalsovery lonely—" | amabrother
to jackals, and a companion to owls” (30:28-29).

Page 25



There Are Appointed Seasonsin our Lives

Read Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

¢ God has appointed special times of blessing in our lives (mountain-top experiences).

¢ God has also foreordained special times of adversity to work something out in our hearts.
Thereis* atimeto break down and atimeto build up” (Eccl. 3:3). God was breaking Job down and
He was going to rebuild him abetter man. During trials God is changing and restructuring our soul
and frameof mind. Thisisavery painful but necessary work of God. Everything seemsto gowrong
during thistime. In addition to this, the trial lasts longer than we anticipated.

THE PRINCIPLE OF BITTER AND SWEET

There is a principle from Esther 2:12 that we should remember. Esther underwent purification
processes before sheappeared beforetheking. These purification processes (presumably of theskin)
involved six months treatment with the oil of myrrh, and six months of sweet spices and perfumes.
Thereisaspiritua truth here that we should observe. Myrrh speaks of bitter experiences, and the
sweet spices speak of pleasant experiences. Both are necessary for purification. Good timesare just
asessential for our purification asthe difficult times. Seasons of blessing and joy cleanse our hearts
from hurts and hardness. Do not expect your Christian life to be aroad of misery and trials. There
will be many blessingstoo. In fact, the good times will far outweigh the bad times.

Job Enumerates His Righteous Acts and Deeds
Chapter 31

Job was avery righteous and merciful man. Even God gave testimony to this! But when Job wasin
thefire, aserpent came out and showed itsugly head (cf. Acts 28:3). Something manifested in him
that was very displeasing to the Lord. Job had pointed his finger at God and charged Him with
irresponsibility, yet he had found no fault with himself. Thisis where he went too far.

Moral Purity

(31:1-12). Job was morally pure. He had deep convictions about sexual purity. “| made a covenant
with mine eyes: why then should | think upon amaid?’ Job had made an agreement with himself.
He trained his eyes to focus only where they should. Many sins begin with the eyes. Sin getsinto
the heart by gazing upon someone other than your spouse. What you gaze upon becomes your
constant meditation. Job was not always eyeing other women. His eyes and emotions were
consecrated to God. Hewalked in the Spirit, not after the sight of his eyes, and he did not fulfill the
lusts of the flesh. Pornography is said to be as addictive as heroin. If you do not turn off that
pornography on the internet now, it will destroy your marriage, your career, and your soul.

 Stay away from vulnerable situations, the wrong people, and turn off the internet NOW.

* Do not play with your emotions or the emotions of anyone else. It isevil to stir up emotionsin
another that cannot be satisfied lawfully. Be careful of flattery. Flattery wants something in return.

* Guard your heart (Prov. 4:23) and train your eyes to stay where they belong.

* Allow God to cleanse your heart from evil desires. The power of a habit isin the love for it.

» Walk the path of wisdom. Wisdom will keep you. Flee temptation as did Joseph (Gen. 39:10-12).

* Donot livea“private’ life. Bein the light and be accountable to othersin those areas where you
know you are weak.
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Adultery—Because of Deception

(31:9). “ If mine heart has been deceived by a woman, or if | have laid wait at my neighbour's door.”

Adultery isrooted in deception. It is associated with darkness (cf. Job 24:15-17; Prov. 7:9-10, 5:3).
Adultery results from infatuation. In adultery, a stupor envel ops a person. When peoplefall into this
sinthey havebeen overtaken by anevil spirit, and thelonger they continueto practicethissin, themore
entrenched i n deception they become. When God doesnot exposetheir sinimmediately, peoplebegin
to feel that God is overlooking it. They think God is making special exceptions for their situation—
but they are sadly mistaken.

Adultery brings numerous evil spirits into the heart—Dbetrayal, lying, deceit, hypocrisy, continual
cover-ups, and aseared conscience (Prov. 30:20). One minister of alarge church wasinvolved with
six women in his congregation. When he was confronted with the matter, he was compl etely blasé
about it. Adultery isatreacherous path of darkness. Eventually it will lead to hell if it isnot repented
of (Prov. 6:26-27).

(31:9-11). These passages show the judgment that comes upon an adulterer. When a man commits
adultery, he bringshishome under spiritual attack and hiswifeisleft unprotected. Often shefallsinto
the same sin, and otherstake hiswife. Adultery was considered ahideous crime, even beforethe age
of the Law (v11). Adultery can consume all that a man has. He could lose everything (31:12).

Job Continuesto Defend Himself

In addition to being morally pure, Job was kind to his servants (31:13-15). He was merciful to the
poor and widow (31:16-22). Job never rejoiced when his enemieswerejudged (31:29-30). Hewas
hospitable (31:32). Job wastruly an outstanding man. Y et God was trying to cut away something
that was not righteousin hislife. God was performing agreater work of redemption in him so that
He could blesshim even more! Job was violating the theme verse—Job 4:17: “ Shall mortal man be
more just than God; shall aman be more pure than hismaker?’ Inthetrial, Job had made himself
more righteous than God.

(31:33). “ If | covered my transgressions as Adam, by hiding mine iniquity in my bosom.” Hereis
aremarkablerevelation of theincident in the garden of Eden. Adam was very slow to acknowledge
his disobedience. He tried to conceal the guilt of hisheart. Thisisanotabletrait of all his descendants.
Man in general isslow to confess faults or concede to any weaknesses. In actual fact, Job himself
was having avery hard time seeing and acknowledging his problem. Remember, thereisno release
from our bondage until weclearly acknowledgeit. Aslongasweareinastateof denial, wewill never
be released.

End of the Section

(31:40). Job's words are ended. This concludes Part 2. Part 3 begins as the fourth man, Elihu, now
speaks on behalf of God.
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ELIHU'S COUNSEL TO JOB
Part Three—Chapters 32-37

(32:1). “ So these three men ceased to answer Job, because he wasrighteousin hisown eyes.” This
isthe crux of Job's problem. See Proverbs 16:2; 21:2. “All the ways of aman are clean in hisown
eyes, but the Lord [testeth] the spirits.” When the three friends saw that Job was determined to defend
himself to his dying breath, they stopped talking.

In deference to the elder brethren, Elihu waited for the three friendsto finish their speaking. Elihu
had also waited for something else—God's time. Now he was ready to “burst” from the pressure of
holdingintheword of theL ord (32:18-20). Before God would come onthe scene, Hehad to prepare
Job by first speaking through Elihu. How often God speaks to us through men before He visits us
personally. Job needed to be conditioned for God's appearance. Now Elihu will prepare the way.

THE FOURTH MAN

Elihuisthesilent fourth man. Hewas much younger than the others, yet keener in spiritual matters.
Now the Spirit of the Lord comes upon him and he beginsto speak on behalf of God. Heisaprophet
and also aprofound type of Christ. Thereisevidence within the book of Job that Elihu isthe author.

(32:2). Elihu's wrath was kindled against Job" because he justified himself rather than God.” This
was divinewrath! The Spirit of the Lord was controlling Elihu and God's Spirit in him was angry.
When God is offended, the anger is holy. When we are offended it is carnal anger (Jas.1:19-20).
God's wrath was also kindled against the three friends because they had condemned Job without
giving him the key to his situation.

(32:3). “Also against histhreefriendswas hiswrath kindled, because they had found no answer, and
yet had condemned Job.” 'Y ou cannot condemn aman without showing him away out. Elihu said
to the three—" There was none of you that convinced Job or that answered hiswords’ (32:12).

Most of chapter 32 is Elihu's words to the three friends. In v4-10, the subject of age is brought up.
Thethreefriendswere*very old” but Elihuwasyoung (v6). Old ageinitself doesnot qualify anyone
to counsel others. Multiplicity of years does not guarantee anyone of having the answers to a
situation. “ Thereisaspirit in man: and the inspiration of the Almighty giveth them understanding”
(v8). God's Spirit can give the answer to a 20-year-old if He so chooses.

(32:14). “ Neither will I answer himwith your speeches.” Elihu had better spiritual perception and
was not going to use the logic of the three men. According to their theology, Job must have sinned
because of all thetragedy that had comeinto hislife. Their thinking was—" Thiscould never happen
to arighteous man!” But they were wrong!

(32:15-17). Elihu appearsto bethe onetelling the story. “ They were amazed, they answered no more:
they left off speaking. When | had waited, (for they spakenot, but stood still, and answered no more;)
| said, | will answer also my part, | will also show you mine opinion.” Elihu probably isthe author
of the Book of Job. 1n 32:21-22, he claims impartiality.
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(33:1-5). Turning away from the three men, Elihu now confronts Job. Inverse 6 he says. “Behold,
| am according to thy wish in God's stead: | also am formed out of the clay.” Thiswasin response
to Job's complaint in 9:32-33, that God was not a man and therefore could not understand him. At
that time, Job requested a“daysman” (umpire/ mediator) who could act as a go-between himself and
God. Elihu is saying— am the answer to your request ... | am also made of the same clay asyou.

Elihu Pinpoints Job's Fault

(33:7-13). Inverse 7, Elihu promises Job he will not be harsh with him: “Behold, my terror shall not
make thee afraid, neither shall my hand be heavy upon thee.” Now he is going to zero in on Job's
problem in verses 8-13.

“Surely thou hast spoken in mine hearing, and | have heard the voice of thy words saying, | am clean
without transgression, | aminnocent: neither isthereiniquity inme(i. e. - thereisno fault in me, but
there isfault in God]. Behold, he findeth occasions against me, he counteth me for his enemy, He
putteth my feet in the stocks, he marketh all my paths. Behold in thisthou art not just: | will answer
thee, that God is greater than man. Why dost thou strive against him? for he giveth not account of
any of his matters.”

Elihu pinpoints Job's problem . . . “ Behold in thisthou art not just.” Job had been accusing God of
“seeking causes against him, and counting him for his enemy.” Verse 12 is the theme of Elihu's
message—" God isgreater thanman.” Heissaying—"*No one can question God or point thefinger
at Him. In thisthou art not just.” And then in 33:13—" Why do you strive with him?”

Striving With Our Maker isEvil

Isaiah 45:9 warns. “Woe to him that striveth with his Maker ... Shall the clay say to him that
fashioneth it, What makest thou?” Man has no right to demand an explanation from God. To do so
isto put God down, and lift ourselves up above Him. The Lord does not have to give an account to
anyone. Job had been striving with his Maker and finding fault with Him. Thisis where Job was not
just, and God wanted to cleanse him of this. Anyone who will stand close to God cannot have
accusation in his heart against Him. It is hypocritical to utter error against the Lord (cf. Isa. 33:6).

Elihu had told the three friends:. “ Neither will | answer himwith your speeches’ (32:14). Elihu would
not usetheshallow logic of threebrethren. Instead, Elihu'srational ewasthis—(Job, all thesetroubles
that have come upon you are not for anything you have donewrong. But during your trial you have
been speaking irreverently about God and to God—"In this thou art not just.”) This is Elihu's
reasoning, and heisright!

The Blindness of Man and its Remedy

(33:14-22). “ For God speaketh once, yea, twice, yet man perceivethit not.” God speaksnumerous
timesto us about seriousissues, but so often we do not hear Him. So God triesto speak to uswhen
we are in a subconscious state—while we are sleeping (v15,16). Or he chastens man with strong
pain upon his bed and brings him almost to death's doors—all thisto withdraw man from hisown
purposes and routines, and to hide pride from man. All of thisisHismercy. Thus, he opensmen's
ears unto instruction (16-22). Certainly, Job had experienced this!
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(34:5). Elihu continues, “ For Job hath said, | amrighteous; and God hath taken away my|[justice.]”
Elihu sums up Job's problem very well. Hefelt constrained by the Holy Spirit to rebuke Job because
he had heard him condemn God repeatedly and it was making God angry.

Calamity isGod's Reward to M e For Doing Good

(34:9-12). “For he hath said, It profiteth a man nothing that he should delight himself with God.
Therefore hearken unto me, ye men of understanding: far be it from God, that he should do
wickedness; and from the Almighty, that he should commit iniquity. For the work of aman shall he
render unto him, and cause every man to find according to hisways. Y ea, surely God will not do
wickedly, neither will the Almighty pervert [justice].”

Job charged that God had perverted justice. Job looked at his calamities and said, “Thisis God's
reward to me for doing right! What good does it do to please God?" Elihu reproves Job for this
accusation against God, and said that God will render unto every man what he deserves, and what
God metes out will befair.

Hereisthe problem—Iifeisnot over yet and the final scoreisnotin! People tend to make
an appraisal of life by the way conditionslook today, but in afew years everything could be
very different. Job and hisfriendswerelooking at the present state of affairs. Thefriendssaid
Job was reaping what he had sown, and therefore must have sinned grievously. Job knew he
had not sinned. He became bitter at God and said—"Thisis God's reward to me for doing
right.” Eventualy, God will render to every man according to his works (Rev. 22:12).

At the end, Job had a double portion.

Isit Fit to Say to aKing—You Are Perverse?

(34:17-19). “[Can onewho hatesjustice rule] ? and wilt thou condemn Himthat ismost just? Isit fit
to say to aking, Thou art wicked?and to princes, Y eare ungodly? How much less[then] to Him that
accepteth not the persons of princes, nor regardeth the rich more than the poor? for they are all the
work of Hishands.” HeasksJob, “Isit proper to revile earthly dignitaries? Will you then revile and
condemn the Most High, Him who ismost just?’ Elihu is touching the root of Job's problem. Job
had been condemning the King of kings, and Lord of lords.

Elihu's Counsel to Job—*Lord, Show MeWherel Am Blind”

(34:31-32). “Surely it is[fit] to be said unto God, | have borne chastisement, | will not offend any
more: That which | seenot teach thou me: if | have doneiniquity, | will donomore.” Elihu counsels
Job to pray this prayer, “ That which | see not, teach thou me.” (Lord, show me where I'm blind.)
Thisis how the three friends should have replied to Job's remarks. “Job, you are criticizing God.
Ask God to show you what you cannot see.” Instead, they condemned him.

(34:36-37). [“Would that Job's afflictions be continued and] he be tried to the end, because of his
answering likewicked men! For he addsrebellion [in hisunsubmissive, defiant attitude toward God)]
to hisunacknowledged sin; he claps hishands[in open mockery and contempt of God] among us, and
he multiplies his words of accusation against God.” (AMP version). Elihu desires the pressure to
continue until Job sees his fault and acknowledgesiit.
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“My RighteousnessisMore Than God's’

(35:2). Elihucontinues, “ Thinkest thou thisto beright that thou saidst: My righteousnessismorethan
God's?” Hereagainistheroot of Job'sproblem ... “Lord, you are not fair. 'Y ou have no right to put
me through thistrial. | have done nothing to deservethis!” Job found fault with God, but none with
himself. Thus, Job was saying that he was more righteous than God. In verse 2, Job is rebuked again
for saying that it does not pay to live agodly life—God treats the righteous and wicked the same.

L ost Per spective—A Lost Song

(35:9-10). “By reason of the multitude of oppressions they make the oppressed to cry: they cry out
by reason of the arm of the mighty. But none saith, Whereis God my maker, who giveth songsin the
night.” When people arein trouble, often they are unableto think or deal objectively. Emotionsare
out of control and thoughts are distorted.

Job had lost proper perspective during the trial. At first he did admirably. Then he lost the song of
his soul (Eph. 5:19-20). Having a song in our soul will break the power of the enemy and keep our
wells unblocked. Job's heart had grown hard. He was no longer able to say: “Lord, though | do not
understand, | trust you. You do all thingswell.” Job was unable to thank God in and for his circum-
stances, and he could not thank God for his offenders (1 Thes. 5:18). Nor did he pray for those who
misunderstood him (later hedid pray for themin 42:10, and then hewasrel eased from hiscaptivity.).
He was lacking in meekness too. Meekness is the opposite of anger. It is “a holy acceptance of
circumstances.” Instead of accepting his circumstances, he became very angry.

(36:23) Elihu again zeroesin on Job . . . “ Who can say [to God,] thou hast wrought iniquity?”

(37:19) “ Teach us what we shall say unto him: for we cannot order our speech by reason of
darkness.” Because we do not see clearly (by reason of darkness), we do not know how to speak.
Unless God gives us light and revelation we don't know how to think, counsel, or pray. We cannot
see situations clearly because of a veil. The three friends were unable to counsel Job because of
“darkness.” They werejudging him with their natural minds, not by divinelight. Thereal answers
come by divine revelation only.

Conclusion of Part Three

Elihu has prepared the way for the Lord to come and visit Job. Now (after a period of perhaps six
months to ayear) the Lord is about to come on the scene. After many long months of silence, the
Lord is about to make an appearance to Job and speak to him. God has waited patiently for the
situation to ripen. The Refiner of silver and gold has waited for the impuritiesto rise to the surface
in order to remove them (Mal. 3:3). Now He is ready to come and compl ete the process.
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JOB BEFORE THE LORD
Part Four—Chapters 38-42

God BreaksHis Silence

38:1-4 “Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind, and said, Who is this that darkeneth
counsel by words without knowledge? Gird up now thy loinslike aman: for | will demand of thee,
and answer thou me. Where wast thou when | laid the foundations of the earth? declareif thou hast
understanding.” God does not sound very happy here. It must have been terrible.

After thelong silence, God beginsto speak. God will confirm everything Elihu hasjust said. Inthe
next five chapters, God asks Job about eighty questions. Every time God asks man aquestion, it is
not because He doesnot know the answer but that man might see something! Heasked Elijah: “What
doest thou here?’ “Cain, why is thy countenance fallen?” *“Jonah, doest thou well to be angry?’
“Where art thou, Adam?’ “Saul, why persecutest thou me?’ To Jacob He asked: “What is thy
name?”’

“Wherewereyou when | laid the foundations of the wor|d?”

(38:4). God asks—* Wherewere you when | laid the foundations of theworld?” God isprobing him
with a long series of mind-boggling questions, none of which he could answer. Job had been
criticizing and correcting God, saying, in effect, that he waswiser than God. Therefore, in order for
Job to seehisowninsignificance, God demanded Job to explain some of the unanswerablemysteries
of theuniverse. Hewanted Job to fully understand the depths of hisfolly. God wanted himtorealize
the utter absurdity of questioning and criticizing the wisdom of the Eternal, Almighty Creator.

While we are till in chapter 38, it isinteresting to note that all of the godly inhabitants of heaven
shouted for joy when God created the earth. Thisisnot disclosed anywhere elsein Scripture. When
God laid the foundations of the world and established the cornerstone ... “the morning stars sang
together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy” (38:5-7).

“Words Without Knowledge”

“Who isthisthat darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge?” (38:2). Job had been speaking
authoritatively of matters he knew nothing about! God was commanding this to cease! Often our
theology, counseling, and adviceisclouded by “ wordswithout knowledge.” Paul said, “If any man
thinks he knows anything, he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know” (1 Cor. 8:2; Gal. 6:3). The
broader our scope of knowledge, the more we realize how little we know. On the other hand, an
immature believer thinks he has agood all-around grasp on everything.

Correcting, Rebuking, and Instructing God

(40:2). “ Shall hethat contendeth with the Almighty instruct Him? Hethat [ correcteth] God, let him
answer it!” During thetrial Job had been striving with God and correcting Him. (“Thisisnot fair,
You are not just! You laugh at the heartaches of the innocent!”) Job had been contesting God's
character, and God was calling thisto ahalt! When aman challenges God, heis putting God down,
and also lifting himself up above Him.
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Will You Condemn Me That You May Be Righteous?

(40:8) God speaks—* Will you condemn me, that you may be righteous?” This accusatory problem
in Job isaproblem in us aswell, and more than we realize. We make oursel ves more righteous and
more wise than God when we tell Him —* It'snot fair.” To continually complain—"it's not fair”
isan attack against the Lord. We arereally saying, “Lord, YOU arenot fair!” Sinceit is God who
allows what comes into our lives, our complaint and bitternessis actually directed toward Him.

If You Are Greater Than God—Dedliver Y oursdf, Show Me Your Power

(40:10). “ Deck thyself now with majesty and excellency; and array thyself with glory and beauty.”
God ismaking apoint to Job. Job issitting in an ash heap, covered with boils. Heistotally powerless
to changeany of hiscircumstances. Infact, heistotally powerlessto do anything! God saysto him—
“Doyou have an arm like God's, and can your voice thunder like his? If you can, then adorn yoursel f
with glory and splendor, and clothe yourself in honor and mgesty” (v9-10). God was not trying to
mock Job. He wanted Job to see how pathetic it was to correct his Maker.

(40:11-14). God saysto Job: “[Pour forth] thefury of your wrath, look at every proud man and bring
him low, look at every proud man and humble him, crush the wicked where they stand. Bury them
all inthe dust together; shroud their facesin the grave. [If you can do this] Then | myself will admit
to you that your own right hand can save you.” (NIV).

In chapter 41, the Lord usesaseacreature (leviathan) to further get His point acrossto Job. Thissea
monster, presumably awhale (or crocodile), isfeared by all. Leviathan himself hasnofear. Helooks
straight intheface of all hisfoesand backs down from no one. Hereignsover all thosewho arehigh
and proud. The Lord is saying to Job: “Job, you would not dare to stir up this untamed beast, yet
you dare to challenge Mg, leviathan's Creator. Job, | am the One to fear more than any other.”

Job Repents

(42:2). JobrepliestotheLord: “ | know that thou canst do everything, and that no thought [ or purpose
of Yours] can be [restrained or thwarted].” Job then confesses hiserror ..." | have uttered things
that | did not understand, things too wonderful [or too high] for me” (v3). King David had |earned
thislesson (Psalm 131:1-2).

David testified: “Lord, my heart isnot haughty, nor mine eyeslofty: neither do | exercise myself in
great matters, or in things too high for me. Surely | have behaved and quieted myself, asachild...”
(Psa.131:1-2). Oh, for the godly attribute of quietness and silence so that we do not use our feeble
knowledge to expound on matters that we know nothing about. Many people “multiply words
without knowledge” by trying to predict the future. Pride is often at the bottom of predicting.

(42:5-6). “1 have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee. Wherefore |
abhor myself and repent in dust and ashes.” Hereistheresult of any truevision—"1 abhor myself in
dust and ashes.” (cf. Isa. 6:5). Visibly seeing the Lord, Job also saw himself in God'slight. Inseeing
the Lord, he also saw what God saw in him. Then he was delivered. For deliverance, we must seein
ourselves what God sees. After Job saw his fault, he confessed it and was freed of it.
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God Rebukesthe Three Friends

After Job confessed hisown faults, God dealt with the threefriends. (God had no rebuke for Elihu.)
Confessing the faults of our offenders does not bring release to us. Only when we confess our own
evil attitudes can we ever find release. Job could have said, “But God, look at all the wrong things
they have done”, but that would never have brought his deliverance. Perhaps God is waiting for
something to changein our livesfirst before he dealswith our offenders. Now the Lord will sharply
rebuke Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar, because they had spoken presumptuously on God's behalf, and
they had brought great injury to Job. Now, God's “wrath is kindled” against these brethren.

(42:7-9).“ Andit wasso, that after the L ord had spoken thesewordsunto Job, theL ord said to Eliphaz
the Temanite, My wrath iskindled against thee, and against thy two friends: for ye have not spoken
of methethingthat isright, asmy servant Job hath. Thereforetake unto you now seven bullocksand
seven rams, and go to my servant Job, and offer up for yourselves a burnt-offering; and my servant
Job shall pray for you: for himwill | accept: lest | deal with you after your folly, in that ye have not
spoken of methe thing which isright, like my servant Job. So Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the
Shuhiteand Zophar the Naamathite went, and did according asthe L ord commanded them: the Lord
also accepted Job.”

Praying For Offenders Brings Our Own Release

(42:10).“ AndtheLordturnedthecaptivity of Job, when he prayed for hisfriends. alsotheLord gave
Job twice as much as he had before.” Job prays for his friends. Praying for friends who have
misunderstood or misjudged our situation helps us gain our freedom from bitterness. Rather than
being consumed with anger, we should realize that God wants to help them with their judgmental
spirit. By keeping our own attitude right, it opensthe door for God to deal with them and help them.
We have aresponsibility to brethren who have injured us. If bitternessis allowed to overcome us,
however, we will lose our ability to act objectively (See Rom.12:21). God turned Job's captivity
(or trial) after he prayed for hisfriends. Forgivenessis an act of the will more than of our feelings.

Job's Captivity is Turned

“TheLordturnedthecaptivity of Job.” (read Psalm 126.) WhentheL ord turned Job'scaptivity, itwas
asthough abad nightmare had ended. God was making all thingsnew. Only afew monthsearlier Job
thought he would never see good again and would die prematurely.

Not only did the Lord heal him physically, God healed every relationship as well. God brought
reconciliation between Job and hiswife, and restored thefavor of al hisfriends, relatives, and former
acquaintances. Every misunderstanding was settled. The Lord also bestowed upon Job many great
honors, even giving him twice as much as he had before the trial.

“ TheLordmaketh sore, andbindethup” (5:18). God allowsafflictiononlythat Hemay doaneternal,
redeeming work within. Then He heals us. Everything God doesisin mercy (Psa. 25:10; Psa.136).
Truly Heisableto make all things beautiful in Histime (Ecc. 3:11). Now | would like to pause for
amoment to consider just exactly what Scripturemeansby “captivity.” Thenl would liketodiscuss
the double portion.
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What is Captivity?

Captivity istheterm Scripture usesto describetrials. Captivity isaperiod of confinement, darkness,
bondage, and confusion in one's life. Captivity is actually a spiritual prison; it isan adverse set of
circumstances and situations that have us hedged in. Being in Noah's ark for awhole year was like
being inaprison, yet it saved those who wereinit. The purpose of captivity isto purge and cleanse.
Most of all, God gives us a heart to know Him while we are in captivity (Jer. 24:5-7). Captivity,
therefore, is meant for our blessing.

God commanded His people to submit to captivity (Jer. 27:12). The message of Jeremiah to his
generation was—submit to captivity. The majority of God's people (including Jeremiah's fellow-
ministers) despised the message. Everyone wanted to hear a message on prosperity and peace. They
wanted to hear that they were acceptable to God asthey were and that everything was going to be all
right, even though this message created fal se hope (Jer. 5:31; 6:18; 8:11; Isa. 30:10.). In captivity we
haveto face ourselves honestly and look at the real issuesin our lives. Many would rather evadethis.

(Jer. 24:5-7) The peoplewerefilled with vanity, idols, and pride. God purposed to send His people
to Babyloninto captivity to deliver them fromthesesins(cf. Mic. 4:10). To those who woul d submit
to captivity and cleansing God said, “ | will give you a heart to know me.” Then God promised to
bring them back hometo normalcy. Itisin captivity (difficult timesand foreign circumstances) that
God gives us a heart to know Him. Job himself received a new heart in his captivity.

How Can Captivity Be Refused?

Captivity can berefused! Whenwefail thesmaller tests, God cannot bring usto bigger ones. Jeremiah
said, “If thou hast run with thefootmen, and they have wearied thee, then how canst thou contend with
horses?’ (Jer.12:5). Often peoplesay, “| want aheart like David's, | want to be aman after God'sown
heart.” But it costs something to have a heart like David's. A heart to know God is given to us while
wearein captivity. When God brings circumstancesinto our livesto bring transformation and change,
many of us say, “I hate this, | don't want any part of this.” (cf. Heb.12:5-8).

Thereissomething elseto consider—only aman with vision and promisesfrom God hasthe strength
to endure captivity. But vision and promises are granted only to committed Christians. Therefore,
uncommitted believers (who only want to live on the perimeter of what Godisdoing) fail toreceive
the understanding and strength that is required to bear up in the fiery furnace. When Christians
disdain and mock the deeper truths God offers, they are refusing the means by which they could go
on unto spiritual fullness. Truly all believers are called to be kings and priests (Rev.1:6; 5:10), yet
there are two warnings that underscore how believers may disqualify themselves from being kings
and priests unto God (see Hos. 4:6; 1 Sam.15:23).

Commitment isimportant for going on with God. Commitment to God isproved by our commitment
to man. If we are not faithful to man, it shows that we are not being faithful to God. Today itis
common for believers to avoid being planted in alocal church. Thisisnot only unscriptura, it is
dangerous. In removing himself from the authority and protection of the local church, a person
becomes easy prey to the enemy and is far more susceptible to deception. To isolate one's self like
thisisaviolation of Hebrews 10:25; 13:17, First Thessalonians5:12-13, and many other commands
of Scripture. In addition to this, being unattached to a body of believers strengthens and glorifies
the ego more than Christ because an independent and self-centered spirit is produced.
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Lonersdo not allow anyoneintheir livesthat they don't want!—(They have no oneto crosstheir will,
and no one who might confront them with thereal issuesin their hearts.) Lonersenclose themselves
and carefully protect their privatelivesfrom all intrusion. Thisisthe easy, independent path, but in
closing themselves off from others, the opportunity to remedy the maladies of their heartsis lost.
Christian perfection and wholeness is not possible without being involved with others (Jn.17:23).

M oab—Unchanged From His Y outh

Some men and women never change, and Jeremiah 48:11 tellsusthe reason. They have never gone
into captivity. Therefore, the same sins and habits that have dominated them since youth continue.

“Moab hath been at ease from hisyouth, and he hath settled on hislees[or dregs], and hath not been
emptied from vessel to vessel, neither hath he gone into captivity: therefore histaste remained in
him, and his scent is not changed.” The Lord likens Moab to wine that is sitting undisturbed in a
vessel. Thiswinehashbitter-tasting dregswhich have settled on the bottom of thevessel. In order for
the wine to become sweet, it has to be poured from one vessel into another. Each timeit isemptied
from one vessel to another, more of the sediment is separated from the wine. Finally, after being
poured many times, the wine is totally free of dregs. The implications of this illustration are
applicable to each and every believer.

We are like thiswine. There are bad tasting elementsin our lives that have to be separated from us.
The particular dregs in Moab were pride, loftiness, arrogancy, and wrath (cf. Jer. 48:29-30). The
process by which these dregs are removed from our livesisin being “ emptied from vessel to vessel.”
This means being poured from one experience to another. (When liquid is poured into acontainer, it
automatically takes the form of the container. This represents the ability to be adaptable to any
situation.) Each time we are poured into a new experience, something of the old life is left behind.
However, when people refuse to be poured, and when they refuse captivity, the same offensive
elementsremain such asanger, pride, and stubbornness. WWhen asenior citizen hasthe samehabitsand
sins of his youth still intact—you can be sure he has not been through captivity. Jeremiah himself
learned to “bear the yoke in hisyouth” (Lam. 3:25-28). Jeremiah had become his message. Thisis
the reason he could preach about captivity with authority.

The Reason Men Fail—They Have Not Been in Captivity

Men and women often crash after God uses them. | believe that the greatest single reason for down-
fallsisafaulty foundation—people have not passed through captivity in their personal lives. A deep
work of grace and humility has not been wrought in their hearts. King Solomon never experienced
captivity. Heroseto prominence quickly and paid no price for the truths he preached. Did Solomon
ever have painful delays? Did he ever deprive himself of anything? No! (cf. Ecc. 2:10). Later inlife
he had atremendous collapse. King Saul never went into captivity either, and hisend wasdismal. The
men in Scripturewho really succeeded were those who submitted themselvesto captivity. Moseswas
trainedinthewildernessfor many years, aswere David, Johnthe Baptist, Joseph, and the Apostle Paul.

Captivity isatime of deep trouble. Everything seemsto go wrong, and then thetrial drags on for a
long, long time. During this time, we are deprived of many things that are dear to our hearts, but
something is happening. Iron isentering our soul (cf. Psa.105:18). Itisin “captivity” that the
greatest men and women are formed. Thisiswhere a heart to know God is devel oped.
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Joseph in Captivity

Perhaps the life of Joseph best illustrates the truth of captivity. At the age of 17, God gave him a
vision. In adream, God revealed to Joseph His plan for his life. Shortly after the dream he found
himself inapit. Then hewas sold asaslave and brought into Egypt. Joseph wasan exileinaforeign
land. While in Egypt, again he was betrayed and was thrust into a dungeon for about seven years.

Psalm 105:18-19 - “Whosefeet they hurt with fetters: hewaslaidiniron: Until thetimethat hisword
came: the word of the Lord tried [or tested] him.”

Intheoriginal Hebrew, the syntax isopposite. Instead of saying that Joseph wasput iniron, theliteral
rendering would say that iron was put in Joseph. While hewas confined to adungeon, theyears passed
slowly. Joseph was deprived of the things he had cherished. They were put on “hold” year after year,
but something was happeningin hisheart—ironwasentering hissoul. Thelong delaysand the painful
denials were developing great strength and discipline in hissoul. Finally, at the age of 30, he was
released from his captivity. God had performed atremendouswork in his heart during those years of
captivity. Then God was able to use Joseph in extraordinary ways, and he was not ruined by success.

The Training Period—A Time of Captivity

If we would humble ourselves under the mighty hand of God and allow Him to do Hiswork in our
lives, then He would exalt usin duetime (1 Pet. 5:6). God could use us in extraordinary ways. The
problem with so many isthat they give up when difficultiesgo on for any length of time (Heb.10:36).

In Hebrews 12:5-8, Paul exhorts the believersto “endure’ the training period. Many are called, but
few are chosen. Many Christians receive specific calls from God, but then they must be trained and
tested in order to qualify for that call. Therefore, we have the training period of Hebrews 12:5-8, and
oftenitisvery difficult. It isatime of captivity. We are in God's corral.

“And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto [sons|, My son despise not
thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: For whom thelord loveth he
chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with
you aswith [full-grown] sons; for what sonishewhom thefather chasteneth not?But if ye bewithout
chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye [illegitimate], and not sons’ (Heb.12:5-8).

Observe the Following:

* The common reaction to the training period isto despise it. We are exhorted not to do this.

* Many faint when they are corrected and chastened by God. They give up. We must not do this!
* |t is God's love that brings correction. He scourgeth every son He receives. He does not want to
reproduce our faults in others. Therefore, He is removing these faults before He multiplies us.

* If you endure chastening ... if you get through the training period ... you will receive the privileges
of afull grown son. Thisis the thought of a son who has been entrusted with his father's estate.
* |f we rgject the Father's training and refuse his corrections and confinements, we areillegitimate.
We will not bear His likeness. We will not resemble Him or represent Him.
Therearemany intheministry today who are“illegitimate.” They havetheir own name, their own
cause, their own vision, and they are building their own kingdom to glorify themselves. These have
refused the training period and taken a shortcut to their inheritance. Their end isusually not good.
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The Double Portion

(42:12). “So the Lord blessed the latter end of Job more than his beginning...” (cf. 42:10). Thisis
the thing we have to remember about every trial—the end result. God rewarded Job with adouble
portion of everything hehad lost (cf. Jas. 5:11). Thedouble portionistheblessing of every firstborn
son (Deut. 21:15-17). In the Church there are some who are “firstborn” among their brethren. We
will discussthisin greater detail at the end of the book.

Greater Emptying Before a New Infilling

In order to contain more of the Spirit, God must first empty us of alot of rubbish (2 Tim. 2:20-22).
Also, He desires to enlarge our capacity. Our vessels must be cleansed of anything that accuses,
opposes, or resistsour Maker. Without knowing it, we have placesin our heartsthat still opposeand
resist God (Mal. 3:13). Also, we must never harbor resentment toward God for taking moretime than
we thought He should.

Double Anointing / Double Responsibility

Having a double portion of God's Spirit isnot alight thing. It means double responsibility! It takes
time, growth, and maturity to be able to receive this anointing. God does not give an extra portion
of His Spirit without a purpose! When God gives the double portion, it isto accomplish a difficult
task. Thisinvolves greater responsibility, greater demands on our time and life-style, and much,
much more. The double portion also requires a greater portion of humility, for with added power
thereisadded temptation to become proud and arrogant. It isunsavory when apreacher boaststhat
hischurchisthefastest growing churchin the country, brags of the success of hisministry, and then
denounces al the other ministers. Thisis precisely what happens when a man's success grows and
grows, but the correction and deeper cleansing of his own heart have been refused.

Beauty For Ashes

(42:13-15). “He had al so seven sonsand three daughters ... Andin al theland were no women found
so fair asthe daughters of Job: and their father gave them inheritance among their brethren.” Here
isanother beautiful truth in the life of Job. Job received beauty for ashes (See Isaiah 61:3).

Job had been brought down to ashes, but out of ashes came forth exceptional beauty. His daughters
were the most beautiful in all the land. Job's seed had extraordinary beauty because of the special
gracehereceivedinhistrial. Itisawell known fact that we producelike-kind. Every victory wegain
in our own personal livesisavictory for our children aswell, whether natural or spiritual children.
It is easier to pass through the fire when we understand that the hardship is not only for our own
perfecting, but for the sake of a people God will entrust to our care in the future.

Ashes speak of death, but more particularly of death to self in the Book of Job. When we have been
brought to ashes, the beauty of Christ will be givento us. Job had becomethefinest gold during his
timeinthefurnace (I1sa.13:12). Many peopleareafraid to surrender their livesfully to Christ because
they do not really believein the “resurrection.” They do not really believe that God could revive
them after their ambitions, plans, and wishes have been brought to ashes. L et usput our livesinto the
hands of afaithful Creator. Remember what He did for Job—Job received beauty for ashes.
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The End isWhat Counts

(42:16-17). “After thislived Job an hundred and forty years, and saw his sons, and his sons' sons,
even four generations. So Job died, being old and full [or satisfied with] days.” Job's end was
wonderful (Jas. 5:11), and after all, it isthe end that counts. How we started out is not important,
and where we came from is not important! Where wefinally end up isthereal issue. It isthefinal
score in the game of life that counts.

During histrial, Job thought he would never be happy again and that he would go to an early grave.
Instead, God had adoubl e portion waiting for him, and another 140 fruitful yearsof life. Job emerged
from histrial and had ten more children, and he lived long enough to see his great grandchildren.
God had caused everything to work in his favor. God turned every curse into a blessing for Job.

Romans 8:28 must be a revelation to us, not just a nice passage of Scripture we commit to memory.
L ook at thefirst threewordsof verse28: “Andweknow.” Doyouseethis?— Ithastobearevelation
to our hearts. “ And we know that all things [are working together] for good to them that love God,
to them who are the called according to his purpose.” Seelsaiah 54:17. Sooner or later the Lord
will vindicate every righteous servant of God.

The Sovereign God Controls All Things

(42:11). “Then camethereunto him all hisbrethren, and all hissisters, and all they that had been of
his acquaintance before, and did eat bread with him in his house: and they bemoaned him, and
comforted him over all theevil that the Lord had brought upon him: every man also gave himapiece
of money, and every one an earring of gold.”

God made the day and night. God controls the seasons and He can change the seasons of our lives
any time He pleases. He can elevate us or choose to diminish us. (See 1 Sam. 2:1-8, Psa. 75:6-7).
Whatever God does, He does well, and no man can say to Him, “What doest thou?’ (Dan. 4:35).

In the case of Job, God changed his day into night, and his season of prosperity into atime of want.
But thiswasonly for a season. Thetrial wasnecessary to accomplish something eternal in Job. Then
God turned his captivity. God completely turned everything around for Job at the end. He even
turned the hearts of al hisformer acquaintances back to him, and they “comforted him over al the
evil that the Lord had brought upon him.” Was God responsible for histrial? Yes! God was the
Author, but better yet, He was also the Finisher of it (cf. Heb.12:2).

No Deliverance Until We Change Our Speech

Whileweare still in chapter 42, | would like to make one further closing comment, and that isthe fact
that God would not bring Job'strial to an end until Job changed his conversation. Job was sinning with
hislips, and until herecognizedit, confessed it, and repented of it, therewas no turning of hiscaptivity
(40:4, 42:1-6). In Psalm 50:23, it says: “To him that ordereth his conversation aright will 1 show the
salvation[or deliverance] of God.” 1t couldbethat Godisnotinterveninginyour situation or answering
your prayers because of the conversationsthat go on in your home. God promises—“Hethat ordereth
his conversation aright will 1 show the deliverance of God.” Isit well with your tongue? The use of
our tongue will determine whether or not we find favor with God (cf. Psa. 45:2).
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WHERE DID RIGHTEOUSJOB ERR?
A Review of the Theme

God's testimony of Job was outstanding—* There is none like him in the earth!” (1:8). Even when
tragedy came, Job “did not sinwith hislipsor charge Godfoolishly.” However, asthetrial lengthened
intolong months, heasserted that God wasunfair andirresponsible. Thefollowing versesrevea what
God was getting at in Job's heart, and what He will deal with in our lives as well!

4 N
VERSE JOB'SWRONG WORDS JOB'SHEART ATTITUDES
9:17 “He multiplieth my wounds without cause.” “Lord, You have no right to allow this!
| have done nothing to deserve this.”
9:22-23 “He destroyeth the perfect and the wicked” “It doesn't pay to be righteous. God treats
“Hewill laugh at the trial of the innocent.” the righteous and wicked the same. And He
enjoys seeing the innocent suffer.”
15:13 “That thou turnest thy spirit against God and Job rose up against the Lord with challenges.
letteth such words go out of thy mouth.” He blurted out everything he was fedling.
16:9 “He teareth me in His wrath, Who hateth me; “God hates me! God is hateful and wrathful
mine Enemy fastens on me His piercing eyes.” and He istaking it out on me.”
27:1-4 “As God liveth who hath taken away my “God has not dealt fairly with me. He is
justice.” aperverter of justice.”
32:2 “ Because he justified himself rather than He finds fault with God but none
God.” (27:1-4). with himself.
33:10 “ Behold he findeth occasions against me, he “God is against me, seeking grounds for
counteth me for his enemy.” alienation. He counts me as an enemy.”
33:12-13 Elihu warns Job: “ God is greater than man. Job was challenging, criticizing, correcting,
Why do you strive against Him?” and contending with God.
34:5 “1 amrighteous, and God hath taken away my Job islifting up himself and by doing so,
justice.” heis putting God down.
34:12 “ God will not do wickedly, neither will the “God isirresponsible. | will say that right
34:17-18 Almighty pervert justice.” * Wilt thou to the face of God.”
condemn Himwho is most just?”
35:2 [Job, in effect]“ Thou saidst, My righteousness Here again, Job finds no fault with himself,
ismore than God's.” but he does find fault with God.
36:23 “Who can say [to God], Thou hast wrought Job had been accusing God of committing
iniquity?” wickedness.
38:2 [God speaks] “ Who is he that darkeneth Job was dogmatic and authoritative on
counsel by words without knowledge.” issues he knew little or nothing about.
40:2 [God continues],“ Shall he that contendeth Job was correcting God, and teaching Him.
with the Aimighty instruct Him? He that “1 know more than you, Lord. Thisisthe
[correcteth] God let him answer it!” way you should do it.”
40:8 “Wilt thou also disannul my judgment? “Job, will you set God straight? Do you
Wilt thou condemn me that thou mayest know more than the Lord. Will you be
be righteous?” His counsellor?” (Rom.11:34,35).
N\ J
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JOB'S PROBLEM IS OUR PROBLEM!

Job's problem is man's problem—it is my problem! The truths concerning Job's struggle are found
throughout God's Word. Below are several other Scriptures to further develop the subject:

(Isaiah 45:9). “ Woeto himthat striveth with hisMaker . Shall the clay [ us] say to Himthat fashioneth
it: What makest thou? Or the work, He hath no hands?” Thisis God'srebuketo manfor criticizing
Him for the way He formed us. Most people do not like their looks. They would rather look like
someone else. However, “to criticizethe designisto criticizethe Designer.” God made usasweare
for an important reason. Thus, we should thank Him for it. God uses our physical imperfectionsto
develop inward spiritual qualities and character.

(Ezekiel 18:25) " Yetyesay, Theway of theLordisnot equal. Hear now, Olsrael: Isnot myway equal,
arenot your waysunequal ? (cf. Ezek. 33:17, 20). Hereagainisman strivingwith God. When people
disagree with the Scriptures they are disagreeing with God and saying: “God, | am right, You are
wrong!” However, God never aligns Himself with our thinking. We must line up to His (Isa. 55:8).

(Romans 11:34). “ Who hath known the mind of the Lord, or hath been his counsellor?” God needs
no correction. Man should never try to instruct the Lord! God is not the one who is mixed up! Man
is! “Let God be true and every man aliar” (Rom. 3:4).

(Daniel 4:1-37). This chapter records one of the greatest conversions of all time. Nebuchadnezzar
had exalted himself beforethevery face of God. Hecommanded all worshipto bedirected to himself.
God humiliated him for this, turning him into an animal for seven years. Afterwards, the king
repented, came to his senses, and published an earth-shaking testimony throughout the empire.
During his humiliation he learned that “ None can stay his hand or say to Him, What doest thou?”
(4:35). The king learned hislesson well—no one can rise up, defy, challenge, or question the Lord.

Review of the Theme

THE THEME: (4:17) “ Shall mortal man be more just than God? Shall a man be more pure than his
Maker?’ Thisrevelation cameto Eliphaz in adream, and remarkably the dream wasgiven by a spirit.
Nevertheless, the night vision wastrue, and it isthe theme of Job. The purpose of the book isto teach
man that God isinfinitely just, no matter what tragedy in life may come, and He cannot at any time
be charged with error. Charging God with error or irresponsibility is sin. It is equivalent to
disdaining thewisdom and love of God! Jehovah reservestheright to do whatever He desiresin our
lives (Psa.135:6). Y et, every action He takes toward man is saturated in wisdom, mercy, and love.

The Book of Job isthe oldest book on earth. God has sought to convey Job's messageto Adam'srace
for thousands of years. To charge God with irresponsibility and “not caring” is one of the greatest
flawsin man. Therefore, it isnot insignificant that Job is the oldest book on earth—Job's message
has been necessary since the beginning of time.

What We Say TO God and ABOUT God is All-Important

The generation that came out of Egypt never entered the land of promise. Israel closed God's heart by
thelir evil attitudes and harsh words against Him (Num.14:3; Deut.1:27). Caleb and Joshua were the
only ones who knew how to win God's favor, saying: “If the Lord delight in us, then he will bring us
into thisland, and give it to us’ (Num.14:8). Aright confession isthe key to winning God's favor.
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GRACE IS GREATER THAN ANY PROBLEM WE FACE

Graceisadivine substance God impartsto uswhenwe arein need (Heb. 4:16). God's graceisequal
to any injury that may ever come our way. As pressures and temptations increase, so does available
graceincrease. Therefore, thereisno reason or excuseto become bitter. When aman or woman grows
bitter, it isbecause available grace has been constantly rejected (Heb.12:15; 1 Cor.10:13; 2 Cor. 6:1).

Several yearsago, Mrs. Audrey Bailey underwent her third open-heart surgery. After surgery, inan
extremely weakened condition and through the carel essness of one of the nurses, Mrs. Bailey fell to
the floor, striking her head and breaking her nose. She said within herself, “Lord, can't | complain
alittle bit?” The Lord answered kindly from Romans 13:14, “Audrey, make no provision for the
flesh!” TheLord went onto say, “By your own choice, you can make thissituation either an ordeal
or an opportunity for My grace! Thechoiceisyours.” TheLordalsosaid, “Myjoyisyour strength!”
Mrs. Bailey made her decision. She said, “Lord, give me Y our grace!” And God did—abundantly!
She came out of the operating room with her face glowing with the glory of the Lord.

If we chooseto receiveit, God's graceis able to sustain us and keep us sweet, even in the
cruelest trial. However, wemay choosetor g ect graceand harden our heartsinstead. What
will we decide? God offers us grace (divine enablement) that can equal and exceed any
injuriesthat comeintoour lives. Hepromises,“ My graceissufficient for thee” (2Cor.12:9).

Meekness means “no retaliation and a holy acceptance of circumstances.” Usually we relate
meekness to our relationships with people, but in Scripture meekness is related even more to our
relationship with God. Thisisthe reason we must never rise up in anger or retaliation against God,
the One who allows our situations. We must demonstrate meekness toward God. It is obviousthat
Job had moretolearn about meeknessduring histrial. Lambsare”dumb” beforeshearers(lsa. 53.7).

Jesuswasmeek toward HisFather. Hewasawilling Lamb who surrendered Hislifewhen His Father
asked Him. “It pleased the L ord to bruise him; he hath put himto grief” (Isa. 53:10). TheLord Jesus
knew itwasthewill of the Father for Himto suffer shameand disgrace, and then berejected and slain.
Jesus always delighted to do His Father's will. He had no anger toward His Heavenly Father. Anger
isthe opposite of meekness. Excessive anger is symptomatic of unsurrendered rights.

4 N\

r THE CHOICE —l

TO RECEIVE GRACE OR TO REJECT GRACE

An Opportunity . . .. or .. ... An Ordeal
BecomingBetter . . . . or ... .. Becoming Bitter
A Stepping Stone. . . . or . . . . A Stumblingblock

The same sun that melts wax hardens clay. Trials soften or harden our hearts, depending upon our response.
When injuries come we have the immediate decision of either hardening our hearts or asking God for grace to
keep our hearts soft and sweet. By our own choosing we make our difficulties ordeals or opportunities,
stumblingblocks or stepping stones. Adversity makes us better or bitter. The choiceis ours!

. Y,
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PURPOSES AND BENEFITS OF ADVERSITY

L ooking At Trouble From Heaven's Per spective

SUFFERING ACCOMPLISHES THE FOLLOWING:

* Destroys pride, opens the door for new grace
* Showsuswhat isin our hearts

* Makes us mellow and compassionate

* Helps us cease from sinning

* Makes us stable and uncompromising

* Brings peace

* Keeps uson course

* Produces patience

* Purifies our faith

* Works out obedience

* Makes us meek

* Bringsusto true joy

* |dentifies us with Christ's reproach

* Gives usthe ability to comfort others

* Creates divine nature [gold tried in fire]
* Prepares usto reign with Christ

* Bringsusto full Sonship

» Causes us to enter the kingdom

* Makes us perfect

* Brings usto agreater knowledge of and relationship with Christ
e Bringsusto glory

* Makes truth come alive

* Allows vicarious suffering [suffering for others]

The Lord has ordained all of our obstacles,
enemies, and problems to work for us. All
injustices, irritations and sorrows are working
vigorously on our behalf to produce within us
all of thevirtueswehavejust listed. Troubleis
meant to be our servant! Just think of al the
eterna qualities that would go unproduced if
we had no troubles.

1.) DESTROYS PRIDE—FPride is possibly the greatest problem you or | face. According to Job
33:16-20, God chastensHispeoplewith strong paininorder “ to hide pridefromman.” Pridehinders
usfromreceiving gracefor graceisonly giventothelowly (Jas. 4.6; 1 Pet. 5:6). Therefore, itisdivine
love that leads us through difficultiesto work out humility. Humility opensthe door and conditions
us to receive new grace and many other blessings (Prov. 20:30).

2.) SHOWSUSWHAT ISIN OUR HEARTS—"Every manisright in hisown eyes’ (Prov. 21:2).
(cf. Deut. 8:2; Jer.17:9). Trialsand difficulties provoke hidden, evil motives and elementstoriseto
the surfacein order that we may be convinced and see our problem asit really is. When God chooses
to expose, it may seem humiliating and embarrassing, but it will be unto life, not unto death.

3.) MAKES US MELLOW AND COMPASSIONATE—Harshness, rashness and a critical spirit
are devoured in the fire of affliction. Personal failure and humiliation make us more gracious and
merciful toothers. Therearetimeswhenitishealthy for usto suffer defeat andfailure. Job said, “ God
maketh my heart soft” (23:16). Long periodsof stressand difficulty al so condition usto receivewhat
wewere not willing or ableto receive before. When we seewhat God seesin us, wewill be changed.
Paul said we are transformed by the renewing of our mind (Rom.12:2).
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4.) HELPS US CEASE FROM SINNING—Suffering destroys our bent (or propensity) tosin. “He
that hath suffered intheflesh [willingly ceases] fromsin” (1 Pet. 4:1). It does not matter how sincere
we are, there are powerful “bents’ in our nature that must be subdued such as—pride, arrogance,
stubbornness and anger. Suffering is often the means by which these bents are brought under control.

5.) MAKES US STABLE—"After you have suffered awhile, makeyou perfect, stablish, strengthen,
settle you” (1 Pet. 5:10). Suffering brings us to maturity! It makes us stable and takes out the
compromise. When we have paid avery high pricefor thetruth, wewill cherishit with all our heart
(Prov. 23:23). We do not value those things for which we have paid no price.

6.) BRINGS PEACE—God desiresto deal with everything in our livesthat isrobbing us of peace.
Resentment, pride, and other self-induced sorrows take away our peace. God judges these inner
conflictswhenwearepassingthroughthefiresof affliction. WhenthethreeHebrewswereinthefiery
furnace, the Son of Godwaswiththeminthefire. Theonly thing that wasburned wastheir bondages.
All thefire did was devour their bondages (Dan. 3:21,25). The purpose of fiery trialsisto burn off
our bondages, without injuring us at all. After we have been chastened by God and these turmoils
have been purged, therewill be ahigh yield of “the peaceable fruit of righteousness’ as mentioned
by Paul in Hebrews 12:11. See also Psalm 94:12-13.

7.) KEEPS US FROM GOING ASTRAY—" Before | was afflicted | went astray” (Psa.119:67).
Often God's chastenings restrain us from going off course. Perhapsit was Hisrod that brought us
back to the path. But another point is this—if you have an overwhelming problem or mountain in
your life, thefastest way throughitisby atunnel. A tunnel isdark and lonely, even frightening, but
it isthe quickest way. It keeps you on coursetoo! God may take you through atunnel experience.
Itisdark, but you aremoving in theright direction and you are kept from veering off. God may keep
you confined for awhile, but He is prohibiting you from turning to the right hand or the left. God
has chosen the very best route for our lives. Therefore, let us thank Him for His faithfulness.

8.) PRODUCES PATIENCE—"Tribulation worketh patience” (Rom. 5:3). The word tribulation
literally means pressure. Periods of tremendous pressure in our lives produce great patience. Job
had experienced the “Great Tribulation.” Heisknown for the patience he received in tribulation
(Jas. 5:11). In the last days the Great Tribulation will produce a depth of patience in the saints
(Rev.13:10; 14:12; 7:13-14). Tribulation will perfect God's Church and prepare her to reign with
Christ (Rev.19:7-8). Job typifies the suffering, glorified Church. He is the Millennium Saint.

9.) PURIFIES OUR FAITH—Our faith must be purified. 1 Peter 1:7 and James 1:2-3 clearly state
this. “ That thetrial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be
tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ.”

Our faith is mixed with presumption and emotions, even asimpulsive Peter learned earlier inlife.
Therefore, Peter had to pass through many purifying trialsin hislifetime. At the end of hislife, his
faith was “found unto praise, honour and glory.” Job said, “He knoweth the way that | take, and
when he hath tried me, | shall come forth as gold” (Job 23:10).

Everything we do must be born of faith—not out of impatience, hysteria, frustration, emotion, or
our own ideas. All our words and actions must be born from true faith. Thus, our faith must be
purified. Whatsoever is not born of faith is often sin (cf. Rom.14:23).
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10.) WE LEARN OBEDIENCE BY THE THINGS WE SUFFER—ASs aman, our Lord Jesus had
to learn obedience (or control) by the things He suffered (Heb. 2:10; 5:8-9). We will be trained,
equipped, disciplined, and prepared by that often shunned treasure called adversity. Wisdom, also,
islearned through painful mistakes and failures. Sometimes we learn and absorb more from what
we do wrong than from what we do right.

11.) MEEKNESSBY SUFFERING—M oses was the meekest man on earth. He spent forty yearsin
thewilderness being crushed and losing hisidentity. Meeknessisthe exact opposite of anger. A meek
person bears chastisement and accepts his circumstances. An angry person will not. It requires many
crushings for us to become meek. Meekness involves the surrender of our rights to God. When
Christians have not surrendered their rights to God, they have “anger” problems all the time.

12.) JOY ISTHE RESULT OF SUFFERING—" Well done good and faithful servant . . . enter thou
into thejoy of the Lord” (Mt. 25:21, 23). Doing the will of God (which usually is not the popular
or easy way) ultimately resultsin great joy. Suffering actually carves out a greater capacity for joy
in our being. The apostles experienced great joy as they were humiliated for their testimony.
“ Rgjoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shamefor hisname” (Acts5:41). Wewill have
joy tothe same degreethat we suffer for Christ. People who have paid no price and have not suffered
for Christ have very little joy. See also Luke 6:21-26.

13.) SUFFERING IDENTIFIES USWITH CHRIST—Suffering sets us apart as being His! “Let
usgo forth therefore unto Him outside the camp, bearing hisreproach” (Heb.13:12-13). Jesusisnot
popular inthe world system, and even in some churches. Heisoutsidethe camp. Thisiswherewe
will find Him. Moses esteemed the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt
(Heb.11:26). If we are unwilling to be identified with Christ's reproach, we cannot partake of His
glory. Seeagain Acts 5:41; Luke 6:21-26; Romans 8:18; 1 Peter 4:12-13; Mark 8:38.

14.) GIVES THE ABILITY TO COMFORT OTHERS—In the areas where God has consoled us,
we will be able to comfort and understand others (2 Cor.1:3-7). Empathy is needed, not sympathy.
Empathy isintuition to know what another isfeeling and thinking because we have passed through
similar situations. Job's friends did not have empathy. Their experience was not deep enough to
understand and feel for Job. They had not suffered enough!

15.) CREATES DIVINE NATURE—"Gold tried in the fire” (Rev. 3:18). Gold represents divine
nature. Refined gold comes from the fiery furnace. Fire and intense heat separate impurities and
mixture from gold. Without thisintense heat the mixture remains! Thus, divine nature is costly!
Paul said, “Our affliction worketh for us’ (2 Cor. 4:17). Affliction is actually creating for us an
eternal weight of glory.

16.) PREPARES A PERSON TO REIGN WITH CHRIST—* If we suffer with him, we will also
reign with him” (2 Tim. 2:12). Suffering prepares the saint of God for a better resurrection. Itis
suiting him for his eternal position in the kingdom of heaven. Those who receive “abundance of
grace” will reign with Christ (Rom. 5:17). This grace is offered when we are in need (Heb. 4:16).
Thus, it isduring times of stress when life-changing graceis poured into us. Grace is a substance. It
is something we receive when we are under pressure. God aways gives us sufficient grace to equal
our need. If our need is great, thisis an opportunity to receive a huge amount of grace.

Page 46



17.) BRINGS US UNTO FULL SONSHIP—(Read Hebrews 12:5-7). It is a serious mistake to
despise the corrections and disciplines of the Lord and give up! If we endure chastening, God will
deal with us as full-grown sons and daughters (Heb.12:8). However, if correction is refused
repeatedly, old problems and bondages such aswrath, pride, stubbornnesswill remain firmly intact.
Godwill finaly haveto say, “Y ou arenot My son or daughter. Y ou do not resemble or represent Me
atal.YouarenothinglikeMe.” ThisisGod'sdefinition of illegitimate—onewho refusescorrection
or change so that he bears no resemblance or likeness of the Heavenly Father (Heb.12:8).

18.) WE ENTER THE KINGDOM THROUGH SUFFERING—" Through much tribulation we
enter the kingdom of God” (Acts 14:22). The kingdom of God isthreethings. 1). Heaven itself;
2). Heaven brought down to earth—the millennium; and 3.) Heaven brought into the hearts of men—
aninner reality. Paul says*The kingdom of God is righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit”
(Rom.14:17). Therefore, the kingdom of God is also a realm, away of life, and a higher dimension
of living (Lk.17:20-21). The poor in spirit have thiskingdom life (Mt. 5:3). But thiskingdom reality
is entered by suffering. We enter the kingdom (righteousness, peace, and joy) by much tribulation.

19.) WE ARE MADE PERFECT THROUGH SUFFERING—The word perfect means* complete,
entire, mature, fully equipped, and fit for thetask.” Jesus was made perfect through much suffering
(Heb. 2:10; 5:8-9). Suffering prepares us for the task God has ordained for us to do. Mistakes,
failures, delays, disciplines, corrections and chastening all work together to prepare usfor the work
God has sent usto do.

20.) WE COME TO KNOW JESUS THROUGH SUFFERING—Paul wanted to know Christ in
every facet. Oneway he wanted to know Him wasthrough “ the fellowship of His sufferings’ ashe
saysin Philippians3:10. We cannot appreciate Christ unlesswehavewakedwithHiminthe Garden
of Gethsemane. It is not possible to know God intimately if we want an easy life, because God
Himself has known great suffering and sacrifice. A gospel of prosperity tendsto produce spiritual
infantsrather than full-grown sons. Theemphasisisplaced upon having God do something for ME,
rather than having my life changed in order to bring pleasure to Him and to do His will.

21.) SUFFERING BRINGSUSTO GLORY —Our present distressisnot worthy to be compared with
theglory that shall berevealedin us(Rom. 8:18; 2 Cor. 4:17). Glory isaways preceded by suffering
(1 Pet. 4:12-14; 5:1). Paul said that our affliction isworking for us an eternal weight of glory.

22.) SUFFERING MAKES TRUTH COME ALIVE—AnN understanding of the Scriptures can only
come as we drink deeply of the cup of pain and we experience our message. The truth must become
areality within us, otherwise authority and insight will belacking. Light and Life, asyou remember,
are God's rewards to those who have passed through miserable times (Job 3:20). The truths of
Scripture do not really belong to us until we have paid for them. Truth is expensive (Prov. 23:23).

23.) VICARIOUS SUFFERINGS—(Suffering for others) Thisis another form of suffering. It is
suffering to bring others into victory. Paul travailed in spirit to bring the Galatian believers into
maturity (Gal. 4:19). The Lord may allow you to feel the burdens and bondages of otherswhileyou
arepraying for them. Paul said hewassuffering for the Body of Christ to help bring her into maturity
(Coal. 1:24, 2:1). Suffering can also release life for others (2 Cor. 4:10-12).
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Weakness of The Prosperity Message

The* prosperity message”—although it has been ablessing in many ways—has hindered Christian
growthinthe Body of Christ for several reasons. The prosperity message has emphasized what God
can do for me, theeasiest way out of my problems, aquick answer, how | can be asuccess, and how
| can be someone. But it has not emphasized a changed life! 1t has not emphasized a denial of self
in order to do thewill of God. The Church has been fed milk in Americaand elsewhere, and thisis
the reason she isimmature. The message of the crossis offensive to many, but observe the eternal
qualitiesthat go unproduced without it! Do not missthe main pointinlife, whichisthis—*What are
we taking into eternity with us?” (What has been done in my heart?)

WHAT DO WE MEAN BY
“SUFFERING”?

Should we accept every difficulty as coming from the hand of God? No! In
another sense we should not! Thisis not the intention of studying the Book of
Job. Satan sendssituationsinto our lives and our enemy should beresisted with
all of our strength! (Jas. 4:7;1 Pet. 5:8-9; Jud 3:1-2). This courseis not seeking
to promote passivity toward Satan and the kingdom of darkness. Wearein areal
battle against real enemies. Whenwe aresick, weshould pray for healing. When
we are in need, we should seek God for His provision. And we should war a
spiritual warfare against the powers of darkness that hold people in the clutches
of iniquity (Eph. 6:10-18).

On the other hand, God still has Satan around for a very important reason. God
uses the enemy to test us, and He uses adversity to develop us and to get our
attention. When aproblem or attack of Satan comesinto our lives, we should ask
Godif thereissomething in particular Heistrying to say to uswhich we have not
been able to hear.

God allowed Satan to buffet Job for a season, but afterwards God gave Job the
upper hand over Satan. When a man's ways please God, He makes even his
enemiesto be at peace with him (Prov.16:7). God will give us the ascendancy
over Satan whenissuesare adjusted and put right in our lives. But God often uses
adversity and Satan to get our undivided attention! God will avenge us of our
enemy when our obedienceisfulfilled (2 Cor.10:6; 1 Cor. 6:2-3).
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FACING THE PROBLEM OF —“IT'SNOT FAIR"

When “ It's not fair” is continually in our dialogue, it indicates two things—that we still have not
learned the ways of the Lord and we still are not in victory. How often do you say—It's not fair?

“It'sNot Fair!” —

* | deserve something better in life!
* | hatemy job . .. others have better jobs. They work less but they are paid more. It's not fair!
* Why do | always have to make every nickel count while others have abundance? It's not fair!
* | don't have nice clothes like my sisters! It's not fair!
* | was deprived of a happy childhood.
Why did God let it happen? It'snot fair! God isn't fair!
* I'mtoo tall, too short, too fat, too thin. | have terrible skin, hair, eyes, etc. My nose istoo big.
Why couldn't I look like someone else? It's not fair!
* | wasright and the other person was wrong. He was praised and | was put down.
Thereisno justice. It's not fair!
* | felt the Lord showed me something. | was sincere and then it al turned out to be wrong.
God let me make amistake. It'snot fair! God isn't fair. If that'stheway itis. .. | quit!
* Why does God allow this situation to continue when | know He can change it? He's not fair!
* God didn't give me ahappy marriage. He let me down. God has failed me. God is not fair!
* Why does God have favorites? It's not fair.
* God hasn't provided enough! It's not fair.
* God doesn't care enough! It's not fair.
* |'vegot araw dedl inlife. It'snot fair; God isn't fair!
* | deserve something better, | deserve: —

¢ better health ¢ more happiness
+ better job ¢ morejustice

# better house ¢ more approval

# better spouse 4 more recognition

¢ better conditions ¢ more money

TheTruth is—We Do Not Even Deserve What We Havel
WE SHOULD REALIZE:

“It'snot fair” is actually an attack against the Lord, the Provider and Shepherd of our soul. It is
saying in effect, “ God has not been fair. He has not taken care of me. Heisinsensitiveto my needs.
Godishardand uncaring. Godispartial, Hehasfavorites. Heisgood to someand unloving to others.
God isirresponsible.”

These complaintsreveal unresolved problemsin our hearts and show that we are not viewing
life from Scriptural perspectives. When a Christian constantly laments of injustices, it shows
heisnot in victory! These complaintsarethe very reason we have not found favor with God
(Num.11:1). God wantsto perfect in usan excellent spirit of thankfulness.
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COMPLAINING
REVEALSTHE FOLLOWING

1) THE LACK OF GRATITUDE. Rather than thanking God for a multitude of good things, the
complainer focuses only on thosethingshestill wants. A woman said to meonetime: “ God hasfailed
me. He has not given me a happy marriage.” That's quite athing to say about God! As| reflect
upon her statement: she had six beautiful children and plenty of good food to eat; al of them had
healthy bodies, the hope of everlasting life ... and ten thousand other blessings.

Scripture says:” He daily loads uswith benefits” (Psa. 68:19). “ Hismerciesare new every morning”

(Lam. 3:22-23). In addition to all His blessings, God has not given us the punishment we deserve
(Psa.103:10). Complaining is an attitude that says God owes me something; He has not treated me
fairly. Man forgets how much he owes God. Complaining shows the depth of man's unthankful ness.

2.)CONTENTMENT ISABSENT. Joy istheresult of beingfully satisfied with God'spresence, rather
than having numerous material blessings. David had found “fullness of joy” in God's presence
(Psa.16:11). Canwebehappy just with Jesus, or isour heart greatly attached to earthly things—anice
house, fancy clothes, or being successful? Isyour heart overly attached to human love? One of the
greatest reasonsfor unhappiness concernstheissue of human love. So often humanloveisidolatrous.
When human love isworshipped, it never brings any joy because an “idol” hasnolife. Paul learned
to be content with whatever the hand of God brought into hislife (Phil. 4:11). David said, “ At thy right
hand there are pleasuresforever more” (Psa.16:11). If wewill allow God to reduce usto Psalm 27:4,
we will find the same contentment and fulfillment that David and Paul discovered.

3.) WE ARE COMPARING OURSELVESWITH OTHERS. Comparing iswhat God tells us not to
do (2 Cor.10:12). Every time we do what God tells not to do, we have trouble. If we will stop
comparing ourselves with others, we will save ourselvesalot of grief. “Comparing” isamajor fault
in man. Welook at others and assume that we should have what they have. When we cannot have
what others have, we call it “unfair,” and then we are angry. Perhapsif we had the same things it
would not be good for us! Maybe it could even destroy us. The only One we should compare
ourselves with is the Chief Corner Stone, the Lord Jesus Christ.

4.) COMPLAININGISA CRITICISM OF GOD AND HISWISDOM. Theredeemed aswell asthe
unredeemed criticize God. Man complains constantly of the way God has fashioned him, led him,
provided for him, and permitted circumstancesto comeinto hislife. The Israeliteswere ever guilty
of this. Because of it they found no favor with God (Heb. 3:7-11). They never partook of what God
had planned for their lives! Whenwe hurry God, wearecriticizing Him (“Lord, Y ou suretake Y our
time!”). It isfoolish to criticize God for the way He fashioned us (Isa. 45:9). God made us exactly
aswe are for a purpose (See Psalm 139). God uses physical flaws to develop specia grace and a
special message in our lives. God can remove a problem when it ceases to serve adivine purpose.

5.) WE ARE NOT VIEWING LIFE FROM GOD'S PERSPECTIVE. We complain when we do not
understand Hisways. Continually complaining about injusticesisevidence that we do not understand
God's ways. When we do understand, we will appreciate the truth that adversity isworking for our
benefit. Troubleisour servant (2 Cor. 4:17; Gen. 45:4-8; 50:20). Joseph could look back upon al
theinjustices of hislifeand say ...“ God meant it for good.” Injustices ushered Joseph to the throne.
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6.) COMPLAINING SHOWS BEING CONFORMED TO CHRIST'SIMAGE IS SECONDARY .
The man whose goal isto be conformed to the image of Christ has a God-given wisdom. He discerns
thehidden hand of Godinthedifficultiesandirritationsof life. He understandsthat God hasapurpose
for everything. Therefore, rather than complaining about trouble, he givesthanks (1 Thes. 5:18). On
theother hand, the peoplewho areuncommitted and |ooking for an easy lifeconstantly complain about
their circumstances. They cannot see any benefit at all that would result from adversity.

7.) COMPLAINING MEANS THAT OUR WELLS ARE BLOCKED. Complaining is an attack
against God. Complaining diminishes all our faith and al our joy. Complaining means we are not
giving thanks and there is no song in our heartsto the Lord. Unbelief and complaining go hand in
hand. Complaining is something God hates (See Numbers 11:1 again).

Complaining Reveals the Following: (Review)

* That gratitude is missing. (It isimpossible to be thankful while complaining.)

That the focus is upon what one wants, rather than the multitude of blessings he already has.
 That contentment in circumstances has not been learned.
* That we are comparing ourselves with others and angry because we don't have what they have.
* That we are criticizing God and His wisdom, believing we could do things better.
* That we are not viewing life from God's perspective.
* That being conformed to Christ'simage is not our ultimate goal. No benefit is seen in adversity.
* That our wells are blocked—faith and joy are gone and unbelief is reigning.

We Must Understand This Truth About Adversity

* |f God has allowed alingering problem in our lives, it meanswe need it! Heistrying to show us
something or accomplish something. When the issue God is addressing is corrected or adjusted, He
will then remove the “thorn” (2 Cor.10:6). Remember, God left a problem in David's life—Saul.
Saul chased David for years and God did not allow David to have dominion over him. After the
special redeeming work of grace was completed in David's heart (humility, dependence on God,
patience), then God removed the problem. He removed Saul, the tormentor (Prov.16:7).

ThisTruth is Seen in the Life of Joseph

Joseph, the son of Jacob, grew up in an unhappy home of strife and envy. His brothers conspired to
kill him. Joseph was completely righteous, but he entered a period in hislife when everything went
wrong for him. Wasit fair? Yes! Look at the finished product! He was sent into aforeign land and
was sold into slavery. In Egypt, he was betrayed and placed in adungeon for years. And yet, in al
of this, God was preparing him to be adeliverer for his generation.

Every injustice moved him alittle closer to the throne. Dark times, confusion, painful delays, and
cruel accusations were putting iron into his soul. Since Joseph was going to become asavior to his
generation, God had to temper him as steel so that he would not break under the pressure. It was
Joseph who had the answers for his generation—answers he obtained in unusual and difficult
circumstances. Surely, every injusticeisablessingindisguise. They arefairin God'seconomy! God
meant it all for good. God uses everything for our ultimate good! (Gen. 45:5-8; 50:20; Rom. 8:28).
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A Few Helps for Overcoming
the“It'sNot Fair” Syndrome

Conquering Bitterness

m BE THANKFUL—Rather than dwelling on what we do not have, we should stop and count our
blessings. We must be grateful for all God has done for us and for everything He has brought into
our lives (1 Thes. 5:18). Even the dark times are God's gift and “treasure” unto us (cf. Isa. 45:3).
Some of life's greatest treasures are found only in the dark. Thankfulness turns every defeat into a
victory. Gratitude also bringsfaith and joy into our hearts ... and God'sfavor! Therefore, let usoffer
the sacrifice of thanksgiving.

m DO NOT COMPARE YOURSELF WITH OTHERS—(2 Cor.10:12). Bitterness comes when we
measure ourselves with others, and then expect equality. Scripture commands us not to compare
ourselveswith oneanother. Never mind what othershave. We should learn to be sati sfied with those
things the wisdom of God has alotted to us.

m FULLY FORGIVE ALL YOUR OFFENDERS—It is easier to forgive others when we truly
realize how deeply we have hurt others. People who cannot forgive are obliviousto the injury they
have caused others. They are sensitive only to their own hurts. Let usrelease offendersfrom all hurts
and losses they have caused us. Pardon them of all broken promises and disappointments, on the
basis of Ephesians 4:32: “Even as God for Christ's sake has forgiven you.”

Psalm 103:10—God hasnot given usthejudgment wedeserve. Therefore, weshould belenient with
others. Remember, when you harden yourself toward someone, you will not be able to open your
heart to the Lord. The heart becomes insensitive and crusted over. Stay tender! Bitternessisthe
result of refusing available sustaining grace when we are hurt (Heb.12:15).

m DO NOT AVENGE Y OURSEL F—Striking back and trying to “get even” only makes us harder
(Prov. 24:29). Entrust the offenseto God (1 Pet. 2:23). “Venting it out of our system” doesnot work
in the long run. Each time we exercise the old nature, it only makes it stronger!

m PRACTICE THINKING MERCIFUL THOUGHTS TOWARD OFFENDERS—What we choose
to meditate upon is very important! Words and actions begin in our thoughts. Practice thinking
something good about your offenders. (Thisrequireseffort, and grace!) Then when we speak to them
itwill comeout moregracefully. Also, dolittlegesturesof kindnessto thosewho have hurt you. Speak
constructively of them to others. Above al, pray for them.

m RECOGNIZE THAT GOD HAS A HIDDEN BLESSING IN EVERY INJUSTICE—If we keep
our hearts right, cruel and miserable experiences will bring numerous blessings. “Injustices’ are
ordained of God to bless our latter end (cf. Gen. 50:20.)

m REMEMBER THAT GOD WILL VINDICATE YOU, SOONER OR LATER—Do not aways
expect justice in thislife. Jesus had no justice here on earth. However, He will be vindicated when
Hecomesagain, and Hewill bevindicated for all eternity. In some caseswemay not havevindication
until the Day of Judgment (1 Pet. 2:23; 4:19; Ecc.12:14). But be assured of this: sooner or later God
will surely bring everything into light, and justice will be meted out.
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m JESUS SUFFERED INJUSTICES TOO; WE ARE NOT BETTER THAN HE—(cf. Jn.15:20;
1 Pet. 2:21.) We are called upon to suffer for the sake of righteousness, and to be a* partaker of the
afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God” (2 Tim.1:8). Should our Master bear
injustices and His bride have none? Quite the contrary! The apostles rejoiced “that they were
counted worthy to suffer shame for hisname” (Ac. 5:41).

m ACCEPT EVERYTHING GOD SENDS AS MORE THAN FAIR—This is true meekness!
Whatever God sends our way is designed for our benefit and perfecting. God will remove the
“thorn” when His special work is accomplished in our lives. God's wisdom and love are perfect
toward us. He isworthy to be trusted, and when we show this trust, it satisfies His heart.

m ADAPT THE MENTALITY THAT WE DO NOT DESERVE ANY THING—We do not
deservemoreor better of anything—we deserve nothing. God does not owe usanything. Heloves
to bestow many generous kindnesses upon man, but man does not deserve them. Man in genera
isunthankful. Gratitude for what we already possess will lead to sincere praise and worship. Itis
impossible to praise or worship properly with ingratitude permeating our heart.

God L oves Cheerful Givers

God loves cheerful givers, those who serve and sacrifice cheerfully in everything they do. Scripture
exhorts, “ Delight thyselfinthe Lord.” Thosewho delight themselvesin the Lord will comeinto all
the promises of God (Num.14:8-9). Our attitude is so important if we desire God's favor. The
Heavenly Bridegroom desires to free His Bride of all negative tones (complaining, criticizing,
ingratitude). Thereisnothing negative at all about Christianity. Christianity islight. Christ Himself
isLight. Therefore, the true Christian message contains nothing that is gloomy! (1 Jn.1:5).

OVERCOMING
“IT'S NOT FAIR”

+ Be Grateful ... Keep aSongin Your Heart.

+ Do Not Compare Y ourself With Others.

+ Fully Release All Y our Offenders.

+ Realize How Much Y ou have Hurt Others.

+ Do Not Avenge Y ourself.

« Practice Thinking Merciful Thoughts Toward Offenders.

+ Pray For Those Who Offend Y ou.

+ Recognize That God Has a Disguised Blessing in Every Injustice.
¢ Remember That God Will Vindicate Y ou—Sooner or Later.

+ Jesus Suffered Injustices Too—We Are Not Better Than Heis.
+ Accept Everything God Sends As More Than Fair.

+ Adapt the Mentality that “We Deserve Nothing.”
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SEEING JUDGMENT
FROM GOD'S PERSPECTIVE

What isyour concept of judgment?What do you think of when someone mentionsjudgment or God's
judgment? Usually we are affected in anegative way. Theword itself seemsto carry the sense of
heavy penalty, punishment, and displeasure from the hand of God. However, though it could mean
any of these, a better definition of the word could help clear up these negative misconceptions.

Everyone Shall Be Judged

God hasmadeit clear that all of mankind, good or evil, must be judged and none shall escape. “And
he shall judge the world in righteousness, he shall minister judgment to the people in uprightness’
(Psa. 9:8). “For he cometh to judge the earth; he shall judge the world with righteousness; and the
people with histruth” (Psa. 96:13). “God judgeth the righteous, and God is angry with the wicked
every day” (Psa. 7:11). Still the question remains, what do we really mean by “judge’?

A.) DUWN (doon)—is a Hebrew word signifying “judgment.” It means to rule; to judge as an
umpire; to strive as at law, contend; execute; judge; minister judgment; plead the cause.

B.) SHAPHAT—is another Hebrew word that is used to describe judgment. It means: to judge; to
pronounce sentence (for or against); to vindicateor punish; to govern; tolitigate; avenge; condemn;
contend; defend; execute judgment; be a judge; plead; reason; and rule.

C.) KRINO—is a Greek word used in Scripture to describe the scope and action of judgment. It
means. To distinguish, to decide mentally or judicially. By implication: to try; condemn; punish;
avenge; call in question; or sentence.

God Would Judge Evil in Our Hearts Now
So That We Are Spotlessin the Day of Judgment

With afuller definition of the word judgment, we are able to see that God's judgment is not always
a case wherein we will be found guilty to be punished. It may mean judgment unto cleansing and
vindication. The purpose of trialsisto seewhat isin our hearts and to rid us of everything that is
unlike the Onewho isjudging us. “His eyesbehold, hiseyelidstry the children of men” (Psa.11:4).

To follow after righteousness, we first must follow after the One to whom righteousness belongs
(Dan. 9:7). The Righteous Judge of the universe will examine us with His all-seeing eyes. He will
send testings and trials in order that all hidden iniquity may be sifted out of us asit was from Job.
During thesiftingtimes, we oftenlosesight of thereason for thetrial whichisto present usblameless
before the Spotless One (Jude 1:24; Rev.14:5, Eph.1:4). An understanding of thisend-result makes
us better able to accept and welcome His righteous judgments in our lives.

A close examination of Scripture reveals several major reasonsfor God's judgments upon the earth
and in our own personal lives. These purposes challenge some of today's theology, but if we can
embracethetruthsof God'sWord, we shall cometo know thevictory that God intended for our lives
through the purification of judgment.
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SEVERAL REASONS FOR
JUDGMENT

* Judgment unto Deliverance
* Judgment unto Vindication
* Judgment unto Proving

* Judgment unto Holiness

* Judgment unto Rewards

e Judgment unto Love

* Judgment unto Glory

JUDGMENT UNTO DELIVERANCE— Godwantsto deliver usfromthemany enemiesthat surround
and vex us. Some of them are outside of us, and some areinside. As God judges us, He is separating
the precious from the vilein our lives. * Whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and [ scourges] every
sonwhomhereceiveth” (Heb.12:6-7). Daniel'sthreefriendswerebound and cast into afiery furnace.
Thefireburned off all their bondages, yet they themsel veswere not touched by thefire or smoke. The
trials through which we pass are intended to burn off our bondages. In the furnace of affliction, God
isjudging and burning up what is undesirable and what is hindering our spiritual progress, whilewe
ourselves are able to come out of the fire unharmed.

JUDGMENT UNTO VINDICATION—David prayed that God would vindicate him beforehisenemies
andruleinhisfavor. * Judge me O God, and plead my cause against an ungodly nation. Deliver me
fromdeceitful and unjust men” (Psa. 43:1). “But God isthejudge; he putteth down one, and setteth
up another” (Psa. 75:7). Judgment separates and distingui shes usfrom the ungodly that surround us.
Jeremiah was separated from his ungodly brethren (Jer.15:17). God has to correct His Church first
before He can judgetheworld (cf. 2 Cor.10:6; 1 Pet. 4:17; Prov.16:7). God will rebuke our enemies
after He has accomplished Hiswork in us.

JUDGMENT TO PROVE US— God bringsjudgment to Hispeopleinorder to provethem. “ TheLord
thy God led theethrough thisgreat and terriblewilderness. . . to provethee” (Deut. 8:2). God tested
Job and had confidencein Job's character andin the outcome of thetrial . Job wasjudged to befaithful!
Abraham was judged to be faithful when he willingly released his dearest possession, saac.

JUDGMENT UNTOHOLINESS— God'sjudgmentsin our livesforce usto choose the road we want
totravel. Oneroad leadsto holiness, the other to mixture and uncleanness. “Hethat isunjust let him
[ continueto become] moreunjust still; and hethat isfilthy, let him[ continueto become] morefilthy
still; Hethat isrighteous, let him[ continue to become] morerighteousstill; and hethat isholy, let
him [ continue to become] more holy still” (Rev. 22:11). One road gets better and better, from
righteousnessto holiness. The other road gets worse and worse, from unrighteousnessto filthiness.

By our responseto God'sjudgmentsin our lives, weare choosing aparticular path (Deut.30:19). We
are choosing life or death by our acceptance or rejection of the issues He confronts us with. If we
submit to God's righteous judgmentsin our lives, we will be placed on the paths of righteousness.
Let usbeableto say withthe Psalmist, “ Judgeme O Lord; for | havewalked in mineintegrity; | have
trusted also in the Lord; therefore | will not slide” (Psa. 26:1). “But he knoweth the way that | take;
and when he hath tried me, | shall come forth as gold” (Job 23:10).
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JUDGMENT UNTO REWARDS— Another purposefor God'sjudgmentsand humblingsinour lives
isthat we might be brought unto arich eternal inheritance. God longsto exalt the faithful oneswho
endure Hisrighteous siftings and judgments (1 Pet. 5:6). “ So the Lord blessed the latter end of Job
more than his beginning” (Job 42:12). Joseph aso was blessed with a double portion at the end of
histrials(Gen. 48:22, Eze. 47:13). Judgment cameto both Joseph and Job, but God vindicated them
at the end by giving them a double inheritance.

Scriptureisvery clear about thereward of therighteous. “ Do you not know that the saintsshall judge
theworld” (1 Cor. 6:2). “ Know ye not that we shall judge angels, and how much more things that
pertain to thislife” (1 Cor. 6:3). But God must first judge wickednessin our own hearts before He
can assign us the task of judging the world and rebellious angels (1 Cor.11:31-32; 2 Cor.10:6).

JUDGMENT UNTO LOVE — Several years ago adevout Christian prayed: “ Lord, teach us how to
relate to the whole body of Christ.” It wasaprayer birthed by the Holy Spirit. God isin the process
of judging prejudices, preconceived ideas, and suspicionsin our minds that divide and separate us
from other born-again believers.

“ Judge not that ye be not judged!” A redeemed mind promotes unity and love for the brethren, but
the natural mind separates usfrom one other. It isimperative that we allow God to judge our natural
mind—our preferences, prejudices, and traditions. The natural mind is an archenemy of unity and
love for the brethren. May we permit God to burn up any remaining infirmities of our natural mind.
He will accomplish thisas Heisjudging us.

JUDGMENT UNTO GLORY — Another purpose for judgment is that we might see Him—the Lord
of glory. After enduring the fires of God, Job was ableto say, “ | have heard of thee by the hearing
of theear, but nowmineeyeseeththee” (Job42:5). Hewasonly ableto declarethisafter several major
flaws which had been obscuring hisvision of the Lord were judged in hislife. The end result of God
judging usisthat we might cometo know Him. God must judge those areas of blindnesswhich hinder
us from seeing what He sees. Job was delivered only after he saw what God saw in him.

May God grant us the courage and grace to enter the arena of God's judgment whereby we will be
tried but not destroyed, even asthe three Hebrewsin the fiery furnace. May we be able to say at the
end of al our trials, asthe Captain of our salvation said, “ The prince of thisworld cometh, [ Satan]
and hath nothing in me” (In.14:30).

“Thou broughtest usinto the net; thou laidst affliction upon
our loins. Thou hast caused men to ride over our heads; we
went through fireand through water: but thou broughtest us
out into a wealthy place.” Psalm 66:11-12
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PROBLEMSIN THE HEART

When we have a problem in our heart, God could plainly tell us what He sees. But would we be
convinced deep downinside? Usually it takesafiery trial to provoke adeep-rooted problem to come
out and rear itsugly head (cf. Acts 28:3). We are persuaded of our problem only after it surfacesand
comes out of our mouth time after time. Our problem can be well hidden and lie dormant within us
for years until ahot trial and a unique set of circumstances causes it to surface. For example, Job's
trial went on for months until what was down deep in his heart came to the surface and was blurted
out of hismouth time and time again. Then Job was convinced of hisneed! The Lord warned Peter,
“Youwill deny Methreetimes.” Peter argued vehemently withthe L ord that thiswasnot in hisheart.
Even the Lord could not convince him. Therefore, the Lord had to stand back and allow experience
to convince him. It isinborn in the heart of man to argue with God—much more than we realize!

OUR HEART ISA GARDEN

When God planted the Garden of Eden, He aso planted a garden within man. Our heart is often
likened unto agarden in the Word of God. Scripture often draws our attention to what is growing
inour livesand what kind of fruitisbeing produced within us. What weallow to besownin our hearts
will surely bear fruit. Truly, wewill reap what we sow. And there will be fruit, not only from what
we sow in our own hearts, but what we sow in the hearts of others, especially our children. By our
words, actions, and attitudes, we are constantly “sowing.” The condition of our garden isthe most
precious possession we have! What is growing in the inner garden of our lives?

Fallow Ground—The Neglected Garden of the Backslider

Jeremiah told the people—*Break up your fallow ground, and do not sow among thorns’ (Jer. 4:3).
Fallow ground is soil that was once worked and productive but then neglected. Ground that is | eft
to itself hardens over and beginsto grow thorns and thistles. Through carel essness and neglect the
people's hearts had become hardened and thorns were growing there instead of good fruit. Fallow
ground represents the heart of a backslider.

Thornsor Herbs

Thorns and briers represent the works of the flesh (cf. Mk. 4:18-19). Herbs, on the other hand,
represent thefruit of the Spirit. (The nine herbs mentioned in Song 4:12-14 are analogousto the nine
fruits of the Spirit in Galatians 5:22-23.) Paul admonished the Hebrew believersfor bearing briers
and thornsin their lives. He was “ persuaded better things of them” (Heb. 6:7-9).

The Father Will Uproot Everything He Did Not Plant

“ Every plant which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall berooted up” (Mt.15:13). Thereare
seedsgrowing within usthat were sown many yearsago (ideas, impressions, imaginations, traumas,
words). Over the process of time these have grown and have become mighty within us. Some of
these" seeds” arenow producing thewrongfruit. Certain growthsand bondages (such asdepression,
pride, and worry) may have been there so long that they have actually grown into large treeswhich
must be hewn down.
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Every Wrong “ Tree” Will Be Hewn Down

“ And now isthe axe laid to the root of the trees; therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good
fruit ishewn down, and cast into thefire” (Mt. 3:10). These evil growths must be cut down by the
Word of the Lord and by much intercession. Aswe are praying, we are chipping away at thesetrees.
Aswe continueto pray and not faint, that tree will come down. These trees must be cut down because
their evil roots are taking away nourishment from the other areas of our garden. And remember, even
when atreeis cut down there is a stump, and it could grow back again! Therefore, we should ask
God to deal with theroots. The question is—*Why did it grow in my heart in thefirst place? What
climate made it thrive so well?’

The Lord desires each of our gardens to be “tilled and sown” (Eze. 36:9), not fallow. He desires
every part of our garden to be beautiful and productive. As the stones of rebellion and hardness are
removed, and aswe attend to our garden diligently, we can eventually become asthe gar den of Eden
(Ezek. 36:35). God wants our garden to be awell-watered paradise (Jer. 31:12; Psa.1:3).

Bewar e of the Roots of Bitter ness

What we sow in our garden iswhat we will reap! What are we cultivating and nourishing within? If
wearesowing fleshly seedswewill reap sorrow. But if we are sowing spiritual seedswewill reaplife.
If the choicest seed of the Word of God is being planted deep within our hearts, the finest fruit of the
Spirit will come forth. Fruit, however, takes time and growth. Paul says, we will reap if we faint not
(Gal. 6:9). Beware, though; for if discord and gossip are being received into fertile soil, the fruit of
that will be bitterness. Bitternessis one plant that can spring up overnight (Heb.12:15; Prov. 6:19).
If the root of bitternessis not dealt with immediately, it will continueto grow until our whole garden
is overrun and destroyed!

Parents cannot dareto allow their heartsto be offended and then criticize the church and pastor. That
would plant the same seed in theimpressionable hearts of their children. The children will also take
up your offenseand backslide grievously. Parents, please guard against negative tonesand criticism
against the church, the leadership, and spiritual thingsin general. It could save your home and your
children. Parentswho arerespectful createthe samerespectintheir offspring. Accordingto Genesis
1:21-25, 5:3, we reproduce exactly what we are. Truly, we shall reap what we have been sowing!

TheKind of Heart Christ Wantsto Enter

The Song of Solomon 4:12-16, 5:1 isthe picture of agarden into which the L ord wantsto enter. Note
again that the nine herbs of 4:12-14 are analogous to the nine fruits of the Spirit mentioned in
Galatians 5:22-23. Thisiswhat the Lord wantsflourishing within each believer. All thorns, stones,
hardness, and other evil growths must berooted out. L et God removefaultswhen your ground i s soft
and moist from being in His presence. Other deep-rooted problemsmay require moretimeand some
long “hewing.”

Song of Solomon 5:1. “ 1 am come into my garden” isreferring to a new entrance of the Lord into
the life of one who has given diligent attention to his garden. Allow God to turn over and uproot
every areaof your lifethat isnot pleasing to Him so that He may plant something divineinitsplace.
Pray that every areaof your garden will bear good fruit and send forth alovely fragrance unto Him.
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During Job'strial, the Lord overturned anew area of Job'slife. God had lowered His plow deeper
into his heart, exposing old stones and roots to the light of day. When God had finished His work,
He made a new entrance into Job's life. Job's inner life was a magnificent paradise to the Lord.

The Fruit of the Lips/ Thoughts

Thebook of Proverbs speaks often of the power of thetongue (Prov.12:14, 18:20,21). Our mouthis
continually planting something in the hearts of others—good or bad. Thus, our lips produce fruit!
Think of it—our mouth is planting seeds all the time. | hope we are not guilty of sowing discord.
Also our thoughts bring forth fruit (cf. Jer. 6:19). Thoughts become words and produce fruit.

May we ever alow our Heavenly Husbandman to prune away from our hearts everything that is
excessive (Jn.15:1-3)! When there is good fruit in our lives, God will want to share that fruit
everywhere." Heshall causethemthat come of Jacob totakeroot; Israel shall blossomand bud, and
fill the face of the world with fruit” (Isa. 27:6).

“ As the garden causeth the things that are sown in it to spring forth; so the Lord God will cause
righteousness and praise to spring forth before all nations” (Isa. 61:11). In order for righteousness
and praiseto spring forth in the nations, someone must go to the nations and plant those thingsfirst.
Ask God to cultivate excellent fruit in your garden, so that you may plant those seedsin the nations
to which you have been called (Psa.126:6).

SUMMARY —THE GARDEN OF OUR HEART

* Our heart isagarden. Out of the garden of our heart springs all fruit—whether good or bad.

* God desires to remove all stones (hardness and resistance), and thorns (works of the flesh).

* We have heart problems (from things sown in our hearts) and often we are unaware of them.

* Even when God tells us about our need, we still are not convinced. Experience must convince us.
* Some things have grown in our hearts so long that they must be hewn down astrees. (Mt. 3:10)
* Fallow ground is ground that is neglected, becoming hard and thorny. (Jer. 4:3)

* Wrong growths in our garden take away nourishment from other good plantings.

* Theroot of bitterness can spring up overnight (Heb.12:15). Hearts must be guarded continually.
* We reap what we alow to be sown in our garden, and what we allow to be sown in our children.
* We are constantly sowing by our attitudes, words, actions, and meditations.

* The sowing of discord destroys and separates many friendships. God hates it. (Prov. 6:16-19)

* The nine herbs of Song 4:12-16 answer to the nine fruits of the Spirit in Galatians 5:22-23.

* The Lord wants to come into a garden (cf. Song 4:12-16) and share the fruits with others. (5:1)

* When there is good fruit in our lives, God wants to share it everywhere. (Isa. 27:6)

* When God was finished in Job's garden, He made a new entrance into his life.

* God has shared the fruit of Job's garden around the world for thousands of years.

* God desires all our garden to be tilled and productive and become like Eden. (Ezek. 36:9,35)

* Righteousness and praise can only be planted by those who haveit in their hearts. (Isa. 61:11)
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THE RIGHT OF THE FIRSTBORN
The Double Portion

Introduction

In Scripture the firstborn son inherited special privileges. The position of firstborn was one of great
honor and responsibility. Intheabsence of thefather hehad authority over hisbrethren, asisillustrated
inGenesis37:20-30. Also, thefirstborn or el der brother washighly revered and feared by hisyounger
brothers. When Jacob's sonsplotted agai nst their younger brother, Joseph, it wasthevoice of Reuben
the firstborn that saved Joseph from death (Gen. 37:21-22).

Thefirstborn also had special responsibilities, for he was accountable and answerabl e to the father
for the welfare of his younger brothers and sisters. Reuben was very distressed when he returned
unsuccessfully to the pit to retrieve Joseph. He cried in horror, “1 cannot find Joseph, how can | ever
face my father” (Gen. 37:29-30).

Not only did the firstborn rank highest after the father, at death he succeeded hisfather asthe head
of the home and received as his share of the inheritance a double portion (Deut. 21:15-17). When a
man divided up hisinheritance among hissons, if he had seven sons he divided the inheritance into
eight equal shares, giving two shares to the firstborn and one equal shareto the others. Thus, there
was agreat distinction between a son and afirstborn son.

Firstborns Receive the Kingdom

2 Chronicles 21:1-3 differentiates between sons and firstborn sons. King Jehoshaphat passed from
theearth, having divided up hisinheritanceasfollows: All hissonsweregiven great and lavish gifts,
but to his firstborn son, Jehoram, was given the kingdom. There is a great difference between
wonderful gifts, and receiving the throne. The throne is for kings! And although all believers are
called to be formed into kings and priests (Rev. 5:9-10, Ex.19:6), there are two supreme reasons a
believer disqualifies himself from becoming aking and priest—(read 1 Samuel 15:23, Hosea 4:6).

Trademarks of the Firstborn

* Power and authority among his brethren

* Dignity, majesty, reverence

* Responsibility for younger brothersand sisters
* Head of the home in the absence of the father

* A double portion of the inheritance

* Therightsof kingship and priesthood

The message of the firstborn is also a strong theme of the New Testament, and it is especially seen
in the inspired epistles of the Apostle Paul. Christ is revealed as the Firstborn of many brethren,
Firstborn of the creation, and the Firstborn over death. But thenin Hebrews 12:23, Paul refersto“the
Church of thefirstborn[ones].” Inthe origina Greek thefirstbornisplural. Thus, thereisaspecial
group of believers who are firstborn ones among their brethren.
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* Romans 8:28-29—Christ is*the firstborn among many brethren.” (cf. Psalm 89:27). Jesusisour
Elder Brother. He has authority and power over us, Hisyounger brothers and sisters. Heisthe head
of the Church. Heis revered and feared.

* Colossians 1:15-17—Christis“ thefirstborn of every creature.” Not only isHethefirstbornamong
many brethren and the head of the Church, He also has power and authority over thewhole creation
and universe, for He created them. HisNameisabove every other name (Phil. 2:9-11, Matt. 28:18).
He has authority over all men, angels, principalities and powers. HeisKing of all kings, and Lord
of al lords.

* Colossians 1:18, Revelation 1:5—Christ is “the firstborn from the dead.” Jesus has complete
power and authority over death. Death is afraid of Him and bows before Him. Jesus is the
Resurrection and the Life, and has the keys of death and hell (Rev.1:18, John 11:25).

* Hebrews 12:22-23—"the Church of thefirstborn [ones.]” Hereisagroup of devout believers
who have ascended Mount Zion and arefirstborn among their brethren. These are endowed with the
double portion of God's Spirit.

THE DOUBLE PORTION
Given to the Church of the Firstborn Ones

In Hebrews 12:22-23, Paul mentions a specia group of firstborn ones who have fully ascended
Mount Zion. There is a Mount Zion in Jerusalem on earth, and there is a Mount Zion in New
Jerusalem in heaven (cf. Rev.14:1-5; 21:2). The Zion on earth is symbolic of the Zion in heaven.
King David captured this little hill, pitched atent on it, and placed the ark of the covenant therein
(2 Sam. 5:7, 1 Chron. 11:5, 15:1, 16:1). From that time forward Mount Zion took on significance
and becametheholy hill. Theark of the covenant, representing God'spresenceand glory, rested atop
the hill and this caused the hill to become holy. The Holy One was there.

King David and others made reference to Zion on numerous occasionsin the Psalms and el sewhere.
ZionwasGod'shabitation (Psa.132:13; 87:2; 2:6). ButthentheHoly Spirit soundedforthachallenge
through David, saying, “Who shall ascend thehill of theL ord, or who shall standinHisholy place?’
“Lord, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy holy hill? (Psa.15:1-5; 24:3-5).
Thus, there are high qualifications to be met in order to ascend and abide on this holy hill, for this
is God's holy habitation. Those who ascend this mountain have specia privileges and become
deliverers(Obadiah 1:17, 21). Zionisthe place of the double portion, the habitation of the firstborn
ones. Thus, we could say that Job was a man who ascended this mountain spiritually, for Job was
aman with the double portion.

Hebrews 12:22-23 tells us that those who have ascended Zion's hill and fulfilled the qualifications
are firstborn ones. On Mount Zion is the assembly of the firstborn ones. In that same chapter
(Heb.12:16-17) we find a solemn warning to New Testament believers not to sell their birthright as
Esau. Many are called to ascend this lofty mountain, but few are chosen. Many are called to be
firstborn and have the doubl e portion, but few qualify. Remember, it is one thing to come to Mount
Zionasit saysin Hebrews 12:22, but it isanother thing to ascend and abidethere. Reubenforfeited
his birthright because of his moral instability and incest (1 Chron. 5:1-2).
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Thus, there are certain onesamong God's people whom God selectsto befirstborn ones among
their brethren. These shall have a double inheritance, a double portion of God's Spirit, and
doublehonor. Also, they will havedoubleresponsibility tolook after thewelfar eof their younger
brothersand sistersin Christ. Will you or | beafirstborn? Will we meet the standards or does
God haveto look for someone else? | would like to present several examples of men who were
firstborn among their brethren, and the reasons they were chosen.

EXAMPLES OF FIRSTBORN ONES
JOB

“Also the Lord gave Job twice
as much ashe had before” 42:10

Jobwasamanwiththedoubleportion. Hetruly wasafirstbornamong many brethren. Infact, theL ord
said, “ Thereis none like him in the earth, one who fears God and [shuns] evil” (Job 1:8). God gives
the doubl e portion to men and women who are good role model s, whom others can pattern themselves
after. God looksfor people of sterling quality, people whose lives He can reproduce in many others.
When God finds a man who has met the qualifications, He will say, “Now hereis agood ensample.
| want many others who are just like this one.” He will take that man and reproduce him in the lives
of others. Hewill make him an elder brother to many. Therefore, God will give him an extra portion
of His Spirit to bear the added responsibility of being afirstborn among the brethren.

A Home in Order

Job's prioritieswere in proper perspective. God testified of Job's excellent character in chapter 1:1,
but then in the next four verses we understand the reason God had such respect for him (1:2-5). Job
was afamily man! He always wanted to know where his children were, and what they were doing.
We have observed over the years that the man who failsas afather in the natural, fails as a spiritual
father, too. Thisobservationisalso confirmed by God's Word which states, “ For if a man know not
how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church of God” (1 Tim. 3:4-5). The first
qualification for holding aspiritual officeisahomethat isinorder (1 Tim. 3:1-7; 3:12; Tit. 1:5-9).
If wefail in natural things—(marriage, children, use of money, unfaithfulnessin secular work) we
then disqualify ourselvesfrom spiritual promotion. The way we handle natural affairsisindicative
of how we will do in the spiritual (Lk.16:10-12).

Therefore, thefirst qualification for being firstborn among many brethren, isahomethat isin order
and at peace. The Churchfamily must beableto seethat Christianity really worksinthehomeof their
spiritual leader. Remember, the Church is simply a collection of families. If Christianity does not
work at home, it will never work at church.

Not only was Job agood role model for husbands and fathers, he was also sensitive to the needs of
the poor and the oppressed (Job 29:12-17; 31:13-22). Job wasmorally pure, guarding carefully his
eyesand emotions(31:1-12). Hewasaman of vision with asense of destiny. He knew where hewas
headed because he had direction and promises from God (19:25-27). Job served God, not for the
benefits, but because heloved God. And he gained authority over Satan by theword of histestimony
when he declared, “ The Lord giveth and the Lord taketh away; blessed be the name of the Lord,”
even after he had lost everything. Job was aman who was purged from self-righteousness, learning
never to find fault with God. The summary of Job'slife on the next page indicates what God looks
for in aman who would be firstborn.
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JOB—FIRSTBORN AMONG MANY BRETHREN
(qualitiesfound in firstborns)

* A man whose homeand family arein order, and agood role model to husbandsand fathers.
* A man who was sensitive to the poor and afflicted.

* A man with puremotiveswho served God because heloved Him, not for self-seeking desires.
* A man of vision and purpose. (Thisurged him to live a holy life.)

* A man of moral purity who kept his eyes and emotions wher e they belonged, fearing God.

* A man of meekness, purged from accusation against God and the “it's not fair” syndrome.

\. J

ELISHA—ANOTHER FIRSTBORN

“And Elisha said, | pray thee, let a
double portion of thy spirit be upon me.”
2Kings2:9

We are looking at the lives of certain onesin Scripture who inherited the blessing of the firstborn.
Elishais another classic example. Elishawas not a son who inherited the blessing from a natural
father, but from aspiritual father—Elijah. The prophet Elijah had many spiritual sons. Heraised up
many young men who would later become prophetsto the nation. Elishawas one of those sonsand
he was among many young brethren who were peers. Elisha, however, had several characteristics
that made him head and shoulders above all his brethren.

Elishawasaservant! He wasindustrious, hard-working, steadfast, and loyal. Wefind him laboring
in the field with twelve yoke of oxen when heisfirst mentioned in Scripture (1 Kg.19:19). Elisha
never allowed boredom or passivity to rule hislife. He was a man of purpose.

Also, he stood the test of time. Immediately upon receiving the call of God, he forsook the past and
dedicated himself to serving his master, Elijah, in menia affairs for many years (2 Kgs. 3:11).
Elisha was willing to take the low place as he submitted to the trainings and disciplines of his
spiritual father. Also, he overcame long periods of dryness and boredom when nothing exciting
seemed to be happening.

Elisha was wiser than his brethren, staying close to the side of his spiritual father. Elisha did not
commit the tragic mistake so many spiritual sons make later in life. Many “sons,” after a certain
amount of growth and success, believethat they haveoutgrowntheir spiritual parents. Thenthey have
little use for them. Haughtiness setsin as they assume that they have become significantly superior
to the spiritual fatherswho have brought them up and nourished theminthewaysof theL ord. Elisha
maintained arelationship of love and respect for hisfather Elijah and this close relationship qualified
him for receiving the double portion of the Spirit that rested upon Elijah.
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Firstborn Sons Stay Close to Their Fathers

The Apostle Paul faced this problem constantly with his spiritual children. After sitting under his
excellent ministry and receiving severa spiritual gifts, many of hissons developed inflated egosand
assumed that they were much wiser and spiritual than Paul, even excluding him from their fellow-
ship(1Cor.8:2; 2Cor. 13:3; Gal.6:3; 2Tim.1:15). However, men of thedoubleportionaredifferent!
These continue to honor their father and mother, even when they are old (Prov. 23:22).

Elishanever becamearrogant or independent after receiving the good teaching and prophetic mantle
from his spiritual father, Elijah. He remained teachable and loyal to his master right up to thetime
of their parting at Jordan. By thistime Elishawas not ayouth, hewasbald headed (2 Kg. 2:23). God
cannot give the double portion to men who are disrespectful to their spiritual fathersfor they would
reproduce the same in the lives of many others.

Elisha's peers could have had that same close relationship with their spiritual father, had they so
desired. Scripture says they followed afar off (2 Kg. 2:7). They were spectators rather than
participants in what God was doing. They, too, could have had the double portion if they had been
close enough to the prophet when he was taken up into heaven.

Therewasasimilar situation with thetwel ve apostles. John leaned upon the bosom of the L ord Jesus
Christ, becoming known as “the disciple whom Jesus loved” (Jn.13:21-26). Yet, God has no
favorites. The Lord wanted all the apostles to be as close as John, but they did not have the same
desire. Surely, every one of us can be as close to the Lord as we wish to be.

Elisha also passed the tests of rejection and discouragement. Elijah told his pupil to “go back,” or
stay herewhile| go on. Elijah continuously gave him opportunitiesto find an excuseto quit and go
home. Not oncein Scripture do wefind Elijah encouraging Elishato goon (1 Kg.19:20; 2Kg. 2:2;
2:4; 2:6). But Elishacherished something in hisheart that would not be denied. He wanted a double
portion of his master's anointing. He looked for no excuses to be offended and refused to give up.
Heplodded onduringthose humdrumyearsof menial tasks. Also hekept hisspirit openandteachable
to his spiritual father, and he maintained alove and respect for him, even in the maturity of hislife.
Now after years of preparation and testings, the moment had come to receive the second mantle.
Read 2 Kings 2:1-15.

“Ask what | shall do for thee,
beforel betaken away from thee.”
2Kings2:9

Elisha'simmediate responseto Elijah's question was—*“| [beseech] thee, let adouble portion of thy
spiritbeuponme,” towhich Elijahreplied; “ Thou hast asked ahardthing” (2Kg. 2:10). Aswehave
repeated over and over, a double portion of God's Spirit means double responsibility. It means a
heavier load, an intruded-upon lifestyle, and a monumental task to accomplish.

Elijah continues—" Nevertheless, if thou see mewhen | am taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee;
but if not, it shall not beso.” Thedouble portionisonly giventothosewho arevery closetotheLord
and to their spiritual fathers. Elishawas close enough to receive the second mantle. Other brethren
who viewed from afar off did not receive the blessing.
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“ And when the sons of the prophets which wereto view at Jericho saw him, they said, The spirit of
Elijah doth rest on Elisha. And they came to meet him, and bowed themsel vesto the ground before
him” (2 Kg. 2:15). At the moment Elishareceived the double portion, he become firstborn among
hismany brethren. Thisdistinguished him and set him apart. There came upon him an authority that
was recognizable, and they acknowledged that special anointing and authority by bowing in
reverence. Elisha had become their elder brother, the firstborn among many brethren.

ELISHA—FIRSTBORN AMONG MANY BRETHREN
(qualitiesfound in firstborns)

Hard working, industrious, steadfast, loyal; Not ruled by passivity or boredom

Faithful in menial affairsfor long periods of time; A true, humble servant

Submitting to the teaching, disciplines, and corrections of a good spiritual father

Never feeling he had outgrown his spiritual father or becoming disdainful of him

* Overcoming the tests of regection and discouragement from a spiritual father

Never looking for excusesto quit, be offended, or go back home

Having a heart that hates the love of money (2 Kg. 5:15-16)

JOSEPH—ANOTHER FIRSTBORN
“Moreover | have given to thee
one portion abovethy brethren.”
Genesis48:22, Ezekiel 47:13

Joseph was a young man who was very endeared to his father, Jacob. We may think that Jacob
showed favoritism among his sons, but he had a reason for making Joseph, his eleventh son, the
special heir. Joseph was very righteous and deeply spiritual, even asachild. His brothers, on the
other hand, were not (Gen. 37:1-11).

Another point to consider isthis—God knowswhat every man or woman will do with the promises
and giftsHeentruststo them. Thisisthereason God chose Jacob instead of Esau to havethebirthright,
even before they were born (Gen. 25:22-26). God knew that Esau, the elder brother, would take the
birthright lightly. Therefore, God gave it to Jacob.

God had avery important plan for Joseph'sgeneration. Therewasgoing to beaseverefaminein that
part of theworld and He needed aspecial manwith unusual answersfor thecomingcrisis. Becoming
that special deliverer required immense preparation. All of Joseph's brethren failed the tests,
although none of them realized that God was testing them. They were unable and unwilling to pay
the price. The cost of being a deliverer to any generation is very high.
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The Cost of Being a Deliverer

Joseph was rejected by his brethren. In fact, their envy and hatred brought about a plot to kill him
(Gen. 37:18-20). Being rejected by his brethren was painful enough, but they hated him enough to
kill him. Why wasthere such envy and jeal ousy among the brethren?Itisnot natural for brothersand
sisters to hate and envy each other. The answer liesin the kind of home they grew up in. Jacob
married several women, and there was constant envy and strife (Gen. 30:1-16). Therefore, the
children had the problems of the parents. Polygamy was never blessed, not once, in Scripture.

Reuben protected Joseph by putting him in apit; but in Reuben's absence he was drawn out and sold
asaslaveinto Egypt. Therefore, in addition to growing up in an unhappy home, he wasrejected by
hisown brethren, sold asaslave, and exiled into aforeign country. Whilein Egypt, he was accused
of acrime of which hewastotally innocent (Gen. 39:7-23). Thus, hisreputation was ruined and he
was plummeted to the depths of despondency in adungeon for about another seven years. Y et God
was with him, and was testing him (Psa.105:16-19; Gen. 49:22-24).

Thus, we seethat Joseph had to over come abad childhood and homelife, rejection and cruelty of the
brethren, exile, slavery, loneliness, homesickness, sexual temptations, fal se accusations, imprison-
ment, a ruined reputation, and many other injustices. In addition to all of these, he had to wait out
long and painful delays and battle against tremendous doubt, discouragement, and despondency.
Y et, every injustice became his servant to move him closer to the throne. Every delay, heartache,
and difficulty wasbuildingironinto hissoul for the enormoustask hewascalled to perform. Joseph
fully understood that God wasusing every injusticeto blessand exalt him. Thisenabled himto have
a great capacity to forgive his brethren and emerge as the firstborn among all the brethren (see
Genesis 45:4-8; 50:20; 1 Chronicles 5:1-2).

JOSEPH—FIRSTBORN AMONG THE BRETHREN
(qualitiesfound in firstborns)

* Heovercame the scars of a bad childhood and unhappy home life.

* Hewas ableto forgive the brethren who had rgected and afflicted him.

* Heendured loneliness, homesickness, and foreign circumstances.

* He maintained the faith during dark times of discouragement and imprisonment.
* Joseph kept himself morally pure by running from temptation.

* Hefully understood that God has a blessing in every injustice.

» Joseph lived a separated life unto God. (Gen. 49:26)
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THE LEVITES—A WHOLE TRIBE OF FIRSTBORNS

“And the Lord spake unto M oses, saying,
Takethe Levitesinstead of all thefirstborn
among the children of Israel.” (Numbers 3:44-45)

God'soriginal purpose wasto take the firstborn sons of every tribe in Isragl and make them priests
unto Himself and unto the nation. The blessing of being a firstborn enabled a man to have special
access to God and the privilege of handling the priestly affairs of God's sanctuary. Firstborns were
givenaspecial ministry unto the L ord and unto the people. That special ministerial anointing opened
up an understanding of the ways of God and the Word of God.

Birthrights Can Be Lost

After the shameful apostasy of the golden calf episode, however, God changed His mind. Taking
away the right of the firstborn from the other tribes, God gave it to the whole tribe of Levi instead.
Originally every firstborn of every tribe would have been priests unto God and the people. Instead,
God revoked their birthright and gave it uniquely to the Levites (Numbers 3:6; 3:9-12; 3:41; 3:45;
8:6; 8:14-16; 8:18). Here we see the sale of the birthright by awhole nation.

Wedo not know whenwearebeing tested. Israel had comeout of Egypt several monthsearlier. They
cameto Mount Sinai and remained therefor el even months—anarrative recorded in 59 consecutive
chapters (from Exodus 19:1 to Numbers 10:11). Moseswent up tothe Mount for forty daysand here
wasthe test—thetest of delay. Israel grew restless, erecting agolden calf for their new god. When
M osesreturned tothefoot of themountainand behel d their wickedness, hedrew alineand demanded,
“Who ison the Lord'sside?’ (Read Exodus 32:1-28). The whole tribe of Levi quickly sided with
theLordandwithMoses. TheL ord, through M oses, then commandedtheL evitestotaketheir swords
and slay iniquity in the camp. The Levites responded promptly to His command.

God did not forget what happened at the bottom of Sinai. A whole nation had failed thetest. The Lord
was so grieved with the fickleness and wickedness of His people that He decided at that moment to
take away their birthrights and give it to one tribe who honored Him. God would not have afickle,
immoral, idolatrous, and rebellious priesthood. God would not give a double portion of His Spirit to
men who handled the sacred things of God lightly. He looked el sewhere for a Godlier breed.

God had observed the response of thetribe of Levi during thetime of moral declensioninlsrael. He
saw in Levi aquality that would do the right thing (not the popular thing) when the pressure was on.
Levi waswilling to use the sword even on his own flesh, even on his own brethren for the sake of
righteousness. These are qualities God looks for in firstborns.

How often when something touches our own flesh or our family are we tempted to change or bend
the Word of God. We cannot be afirstborn if we are unwilling to use the sword on our own flesh
or if we resort to sympathy or humanism on the day's important issues (Jer. 48:10).

God gave the priesthood to Levi instead of giving it to al the other firstborns of Israel (Dt. 33:8-11).
Thiswasthe transferal of the birthright from awhole nation to asingle tribe. God's selection of Levi
was at atime when the nation was unaware that they were being tested. The Lord observed that the
Levitesweremorewilling to please God than to please even their closest friendsand family (Dt. 33:9).
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Remember, it wasessentially the Levites(thosewith thebirthright and doubl e portion) who ascended
Mount Zion in David'stime. Those who met the qualificationsfor being on Zion's hill were mainly
Levites (Psa.15:1-5, 24:3-5, 1 Chron.16:1-6). The summit of Mount Zion is reserved uniquely for
the “church of the firstborn ones’ (Heb.12:22-23, cf. Rev.14:1-5). Thisisavery specia group.

THE LEVITES—FIRSTBORN AMONG MANY BRETHREN
(qualitiesfound in firstborns)

* These sided with God and righteousness during times of moral declension.
* They would not compromise but chose to do the right thing instead of the popular thing.
* The Levites put God first, even before human love, friends, and the pressur e of family.

* They allowed God to choose their mates, and wer e not disobedient concer ning marriage.
(SeeLev.21:7)

THE LOSSOFA BIRTHRIGHT
(A Warning to New Testament Believers)

The subject of the birthright is not just an outdated series of accounts recorded for us in the Old
Testament. The New Testament also isfilled with thefirstborn message. New Testament believers
are warned and exhorted not to sell their birthrights as did Esau (Heb.12:15-17). May | suggest,
however, that it isirrelevant whether the exhortation came from the Old or New Testaments, since
“ Al scriptureisgivenby inspiration of God, andisprofitablefor doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness. That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all
good works” (2 Tim. 3:16-17). When Paul wrote thisto Timothy, he was referring not to the New
Testament, but the Old. The Old Testament was the only Scripture they had at that time. The New
Testament canon was not formed until nearly 400 A.D.

Incest

“Reuben thefirstborn of Israel (for hewasthefirstborn; but, forasmuch as
he defiled hisfather'sbed, hisbirthright was given unto the sons of Joseph.)”

(Gen. 35:22; 49:3-4; 1 Chron. 5:1-2). Reuben was morally unstable. His father Jacob said of him
prophetically,“ Unstableaswater, thou shalt not excel.” Hecommittedincest with oneof hisfather's
wives. After that hisfather did not trust him. Therefore, Jacob took the birthright away from Reuben
and transferred it to Joseph. Immorality and incest makes a man unstable and untrustworthy, and it
isvery possibleto lose the birthright because of this. We must cry out to God to cleanse our hearts
of lust and vile affections, or we will end up surrendering our crown.
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Profanity

“Lest therebe any fornicator, or profane person, as Esau,
who for one morsel of meat sold hisbirthright” (Heb. 12:16)

Esau is the prime example in Scripture of those who sell their birthrights. He was termed profane.
To be profane means to be irreverent, disrespectful, and impious. It means to treat sacred things
lightly and disdainfully. Esau despised hishirthright by letting it goin exchangefor abowl of lentils
when he was hungry (Gen. 25:29-34). Thiswould be indicative of someone who sold his ministry,
marriage, reputation, and his soul for pornography and lust on the internet. Esau lacked long range
vision, living only for today and his present appetites.

God saw what kind of heart he had, even before he was born. Therefore, God declared, even before
birth, “the elder shall servetheyounger” (Gen. 25:23). God determined to give the birthright to Jacob
because Esau treated it so lightly. Esau had no fear of coming short of the purposesof God for hislife
(Heb. 4:1). Later, when he saw what he had lost, he wanted it back with tears and wailing, but it was
irretrievable (Heb.12:17). He had made his decision and it was irrevocable.

Impatience, Idolatry, Rebellion, Immorality

“And when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down out of the mount, the
peoplegathered themselvestogether unto Aaron and said unto him, Up, make usgods,
which shall gobeforeus; for asfor thisM oses, theman that br ought usup out of theland
of Egypt, we [do not know] what isbecome of him.” Exodus 32:1

The account given in Exodus chapter 32 isthe forfeiture of the birthright by awhole nation. It was
giventothetribe of Levi instead. Thingswere just not happening fast enough for Israel. They were
in adry, boring wilderness. Moses had been gone for weeks and God was silent. They missed the
“good times’ back inworldly Egypt. The delay was engineered by God to test the people. The Lord
wanted to seewhat their motivewasfor serving Him. Werethey serving God for the excitement, the
miracles and provision? Or were they serving God simply because He is worthy, and because they
loved Him? The setting up of anew god after forty days gave God His answer!

Some Christians lose their birthrights because of hastiness. The test of time is one of the greatest
evidences of our commitment to God. Many grow impatient, compromise thetruthsthey know, and
make wrong marriages. How important it is to be obedient on the question of marriage in order to
preservefor ourselvestheright of thefirstborn. A wrong marriage can hinder or even prohibit aman
or woman from fulfilling their divine call. Once we have made that lifelong vow and commitment
to God in marriage, we cannot change our mind. Therefore, we should approach the subject of
marriage with one main thing in mind—uwill this union bring glory to God and help mefulfill God's
call? Wemust not be self-willed on theissue of marriage—" Thisistheonel want; | don't care what
anyone elsethinks, or what God thinks.” We should fear God and say, “Lord, Y ou aone know the
heart. Which one is the best for me? Help meto choose Y our choice.”

“For sincethe beginning of the world men have not heard,
nor perceived by the ear, neither hath the eye seen, O God, Isaiah 64:4
beside thee, what he hath prepared for him that waiteth for him.”
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QUALITIESFOUND IN FIRSTBORNS

Summary:

A home and family in order — A good role model for spouses

e Sensitivity to the needs of the poor and afflicted

Purity of motives —Serving God out of love, not self-seeking motives

e Having vision and a sense of destiny which urgesoneto live a holy life

e Moral purity— fixing the eyes and desires wher e they belong — Possessing holy fear
e Totally cleansed of accusation against God and the “it's not fair” syndrome

e Diligent, industrious, steadfast, loyal — Not bogged down with boredom and passivity
e Faithful in menial affairsfor long periods of time — A true, humble servant

e Submitting to the teaching, disciplines, and corrections of good spiritual fathers

* Never feeling “I have outgrown my spiritual fathers,” and becoming disdainful of them
* Ableto overcomethetests of rejection and discouragement from a spiritual father

* Never looking for excusesto quit, be offended, or go back home

e Having a heart that is cleansed from the love of money

e Ableto overcomethe scars of a bad childhood and unhappy home life

e Forgiving brethren who rejected and afflicted him

e Enduring loneliness, homesickness, and foreign circumstances

e Maintaining the faith during dark times of discouragement and imprisonment

* Keeping oneself morally pure by running from temptation

* Having under standing that God has a blessing in every injustice

e Living a separated life unto God

e Siding with God and righteousness during times of moral declension

* Refusing to compromise; choosing to do theright thing instead of what is popular

e Willing to put God first, even before friends and the pressure of family

e Willing to allow God to choose their mates and not be disobedient concerning marriage
e Willing to wait for God'stime and endure delays

e Highly treasuring the things of God, and never treating them lightly

* Having long range vision, not making important decisions by present emotions

.
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Remembering the Purpose of Tests

“What is man that thou shouldest magnify him?
and that thou shouldest set thine heart upon him?
And that thou shouldest visit him every morning,
and try him every moment?’ Job 7:17-18

Conclusion

God Testsus:

* To see of what we are made.

e To see what our motives are, and what our real needs are.

e Toseeif Godisnumber onein our lives (Gen. 22:1-2; Job 1:8-12; Deut. 13:1-3).

* Toseeif we areworthy of the promises of God, and loyal to the truths He has entrusted to us.

* Toseeif weare able to receive the power we have asked of God. The greater the power we
want to receive from God, the greater will be our tests.

* Toseeif we areworthy to take the positions Satan and his angels have forfeited.

* Toseeif wequalify to be His Bride, and to be at the marriage feast. (Rev.19:9)

* Toseeif wequalify to bein the first resurrection, judge angels, and rule and reign with Christ.
* Toseeif weareonly serving God for blessings and prestige, or simply because we love Him.
e To make us more righteous and holy.

e Tobring agreater revelation of the Lord to our lives.

e Toblessour latter end, to exalt us, and give us an eternal name.
* To bring new graceinto our lives by being in anew low place. (Grace is given to the lowly.)

* Togive God an answer, that He in turn may give to His adversaries.

God has set Hisheart upon man and istesting him every moment. Tests are very important.
Thisisthereason weareon thisearth—to betested. We cannot cometo thebigger testsunless
wepassthesmaller onesfirst. Thepassingor failing of our testsdeter minesour eter nal position
in heaven. Often we do not know when we are being tested. Therefore, we should be more
conscious of thefact that we ar e being watched. We ar e a spectacle of men and angels. Weare
under the scrutiny of demons, principalities and powers, the world, but most of all, we are
being observed by God Himself. Therefore, we must ask God for graceto do the right thing
and to maketheright decisionswhen we are under pressure and in atime of testing.
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